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Wattled Curassow; extinction crisis, what extinction crisis? (Eustace Barnes) 
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On this tour to the Iquitos region we enjoyed mixed fortunes; some great moments, as demonstrated by the 
above photograph of Wattled Curassow and some disappointments, most notably with Nocturnal Curassow 
which we found calling on four consecutive nights but could not see. Apart from this, the wet season had set 
in and it was noticeable that many species had young and were more discreet than they are earlier in the 
year. It had been very dry and during the austral winter the cold weather from Patagonia that tracks north 
along the base of the Andes reached Iquitos wreaking havoc in the tall forests and bringing many trees 
down. Despite this we still recorded 376 species, including Red-billed Ground Cuckoo and White-bellied 
Dacnis! In addition, particularly memorable were the spectacular views of Wattled Curassow, Blue-cheeked 
and Purplish Jacamars, Brown-banded, Rufous-necked and Collared Puffbirds, incredible views of a very 
responsive Fulvous Antshrike, equally superb views of the shy Black-necked Red Cotinga and retiring 
Orange-crested Manakin along with many other species. We also found all the river island obligates and 
nearly all the white-sand specialities which seems at least commendable under the circumstances.  
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The increasingly rare Festive Amazon (Eustace Barnes). 

  
Pasting this in, the Amazon is indeed the most complex and endlessly fascinating ecosystem on the planet. 
Certainly with each passing year we are discovering ever more about the evolution and development of the 
Amazon basin and just what we are losing as it is being destroyed or degraded at an ever faster pace. 
Anyway, we were in my second home and about to begin an Amazonian adventure to unpick the complexity 
of what is the most diverse of ecosystems.   
 
We actually all met up at Explorama owing to a flight scheduling mishap but meet up we did and began our 
investigations from there. I wondered as I flew in to Iquitos, what would Noah have made of the Amazon, had 
he existed. He would have been a remarkable man indeed to have inventoried all life there let alone capture 
and keep alive all species for any period. We need a ‘Noah’, although not to mitigate the effects of torrential 
rain but to deal with the demands of humankind soaking up the planets resources. At Explorama we 
explored the floodplain forests and the superb island just in front of the lodge. During the course of our stay 
there were good numbers of Large-billed and Yellow-billed Terns along with huge numbers of Neotropic 
Cormorants recorded on all of our river trips. On one occasion we must have seen at least one thousand 
Cormorants roosting on a large sand bank. Quite a sight. Once assembled we headed to the nearest river 
island to get to work on the obligates. A brief session gave us the rare Festive Amazon, Orange-winged 
Amazons, Blue-headed Parrot, huge numbers of Tui and Dusky-headed Parakeets, Roadside Hawk, a pair 
of Plain-breasted Piculets, Spot-breasted Woodpecker, a rather secretive Bay Hornero, Plain-crowned 
Spinetail, Straight-billed Woodcreeper, the often elusive Orange-fronted Plushcrown, a pair of Castelnau’s 
Antshrikes and hundreds of Russet-backed Oropendolas and Yellow-rumped Caciques. A good start on the 
river island species which are a vital part of this itinerary. We visited quite a number of islands from the very 
recently created islands that only have early successional tessaria and willows to the older islands with 
mature stands of cercropia, cane and some larger trees. The islands develop rapidly and we always need to 
find new sites for many species.     
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Amazonian Umbrellabird at a lek (Richard Latter). 

 
The floodplain forests were also productive starting with Cream-coloured and Lineated Woodpeckers, the 
pretty Scarlet-crowned Barbet, both White-chinned and White-eared Jacamars, Pale-legged Hornero, 
Straight-billed and Long-billed Woodcreepers. The regenerating riparian woodlands were filled with Short-
tailed Parrots, Orange-winged Amazon and hundreds of Dusky-headed Parakeets and Blue-winged 
Parrotlets. Our first early morning session on the floodplain produced many of the more widespread species 
found across Amazonia as well as the more recently described Orange-eyed Flatbill. As we moved on we 
found our first Chestnut-eared Aracaris, White-throated Toucans, White-eyed Parakeet, Russet-backed 
Oropendolas and more Yellow-rumped Caciques. A short wait at our stakeout produced spectacular views of 
three Amazonian Umbrellabirds booming and displaying which is always a tour highlight for all. There are 
very few sites I know where you can see this species at a lek and they don’t display for long and are usually 
shy so even when you do know a site it can still be hit and miss. 

 
Orange-eyed Flatbill (Eustace Barnes). 
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Long-billed Woodcreeper (Eustace Barnes) 

 
After breakfast we packed and continued on our journey to Explornapo where we have access to great terra 
firma forest, black water streams, the longest canopy walkway in the Amazon and a number of rivers islands 
of varying ages. Certainly enough to keep us very busy for the next week or so. As we were late in the year 
we practically had the whole place to ourselves with few irritants to distract us. There were a few visitors who 
had come to use the canopy walkway and a couple of independent birders who had timed their trip to 
coincide with ours. They were armed with Birdquest trip reports and intent on picking my brains for further 
information but otherwise we were the only visitors. Our purpose at Explornapo on this tour is to work those 
excellent terra firma forests, to which a good deal of time is always devoted and in which endeavour we 
usually enjoy a good hit rate with the targets. It is tough going in these hilly forests and as we were late in the 
year we were presented with a great many species either with fledged young or feeding young and little or 
no vocalisation as a result. However, we did manage to keep on picking up new birds throughout our stay 
but I think December might have to be avoided in future. The distant rumble of thunder reminded us of just 
why these forests are called rain forests. Walking to the ACTS platform lodge ‘deep in the jungle’ we were 
then reminded of the need to carry our umbrellas with us at all times as the heavens opened and it rained 
hard. Without either umbrella or wellies Richard was drenched on arrival but in good humour. We then 
suffered intermittent rain and cool overcast conditions for the next couple of weeks with the cloud cover and 
intensity of rain building during our stay. However, not to be deterred we worked the trails with some notable 
successes. We rather quickly managed to see the shy and highly elusive Black-necked Red Cotinga at the 
lek. An adult male performed in spectacular form, landing right in front of us giving cracking views of what is 
one of the most spectacular cotingids.  
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I have supposed that this electric black and red species is so shy as a result of hunting pressure from 
indigenous hunters. Cotingas and parrots were always species hunted for their brightly coloured feathers 
which were used for making head dresses. The impact on the environment from such groups has been 
dramatic. They are such efficient hunters that within 10km of any settlement there are few mammals and 
birds larger than a pigeon with many smaller birds extremely shy. There is no such thing as sustainable 
hunting in rainforests and the extirpation of many primates and cracids is due to the ruthless efficiency of 
native peoples. The destruction of the forests by subsequent waves of human settlement simply ensures 
there can be no recovery of their populations. 
 

 
Golden-collared Toucanet seen from the canopy walkway (Eustace Barnes). 

 
A focused search across the trail system produced spectacular views of the huge Fulvous (now Undulated) 
Antshrike. Another species usually impossible to photograph as it flicks around in dense thickets gave us 
repeated good views both at Explornapo and the Allpahuayo Mishana reserve. However, not long enough in 
good light for photographs but the best experience I have had with this species. Otherwise, antbirds were 
decidedly quiet with most species shepherding young around in dense undergrowth. We did find Black-faced 
Antbird, Cinereous and Dusky-throated Antshrikes, Grey, Long-winged and White-flanked Antwrens. The 
same trail system also produced Wire-tailed Manakins at a lek and further searches gave us Blue-backed, 
Blue-crowned and Golden-headed Manakins. Manakins are always a popular group of birds and we enjoyed 
good views of quite a number of species. We did end up seeing Brownish Twistwing and a pair of Purplish 
Jacamars. The greatest surprise to me and best find of the tour was a Red-billed Ground-cuckoo which we 
disturbed. It ran off furiously bill-snapping and lurked in a dense thicket. A little playback and the bird more or 
less came to my feet and then retreated again to circle around us and cross the track. An amazing find of a 
rarely seen bird at a site I have only seen it twice before. As mentioned before, Explornapo was very good 
for both Striated Antthrush and Ochre-striped Antpitta but neither has been recorded for several years it 
seems and they were still not back. They certainly tend to be nomadic.  
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Our stay at the ACTS lodge was blighted by rain and cool overcast conditions making the search for 
Nocturnal Curassow somewhat difficult and ultimately unsuccessful. The usual pantomime associated with 
the search unfolded on our third night, which was the first dry night. As it had been dry all afternoon on that 
day there were a couple of Nocturnal Curassows calling by 9pm. Together with the local guides we headed 
off through the forest and positioned ourselves beneath the tree from which the bird had been calling, but it 
was high in the dense canopy of a 35m tree. There was a lot of crashing about, cutting down palm fronds 
and clearing the view of the canopy, but we could not find the bird and gave up at 1am on that first attempt. 
The second attempt produced the same result in spite of a more comprehensive search and clearance of 
vegetation. I then decided we could find a calling bird ourselves and search for it without clearing half the 
Amazon basin. This we did the following night with some ease but it began to rain hard almost as soon as 
we found the tree the bird was in and we headed back to the lodge. The following night, our final attempt, 
was a repeat performance of the first with a bird calling loudly from the canopy above us but from a dense 
canopy in which it kept well hidden. Very frustrating but not unusual.  
 

  
Bushmaster (Lachesis muta). DON’T TOUCH. The best find of the tour! (Eustace Barnes). 

 
On one of the nights it had been raining hard during the day and was super-humid. While walking to our 
destination we found a Bushmaster! Julio almost trod on it but I called out to him and he jumped clear, which 
was indeed lucky. The snake coiled itself up on some fallen branches by the track but just stared at us 
malevolently. It was not going anywhere. As soon as we had had a good look at the snake and began 
walking on a Brazilian Porcupine came ambling down the track and all but walked past us! A quite 
extraordinary experience, as I had never seen a Bushmaster before in all my thousands of hours of fieldwork 
in the neotropics and I had certainly never seen a large adult porcupine wandering about on the forest floor 
either. It was quite unaware of us until Julio whistled to it and it tried to climb a sapling next to the track which 
did not work out too well as the plant bent with its weight returning the animal to the forest floor again. Very 
comical. We met an herpetologist a little later on and he went to catch the Bushmaster which we were then 
able to photograph the following morning (see below). Outstanding!  
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                                                     Red and green Macaws are not that common around Iquitos  (Eustace Barnes) 
 
The canopy walkway is a big attraction at this lodge and it is not equalled anywhere really. The walkway 
itself and the numerous platforms give spectacular views out over the rainforest canopy and unbeatable 
opportunities to see canopy species.  We visited the walkways and platform on a couple of occasions and 
enjoyed some success in seeing many canopy specialities. Most memorably, Richard got lost on the 
walkway which takes some doing. We saw Red-throated Caracara, Red and green Macaws, Blue-headed 
Parrot, Southern Mealy Amazon, Squirrel Cuckoo, Black-eared Fairy, Gilded Barbet, White-throated and 
Channel-billed Toucans, Dugand’s Antwren, Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet,  Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher, 
Grey-crowned Flatbill, Eastern Wood Pewee, Piratic Flycatcher, Black-capped Becard, Blackpoll Warbler, 
Olive Oropendola, Paradise, Green and gold, Opal-crowned and Swallow Tanagers and Short-billed, Purple 
and Green Honeycreepers and most significantly a pair of White-bellied Dacnis!   
 

 
                                                  View from the canopy walkway and White bellied Dacnis inset (Eustace Barnes). 
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The trails at night were surprisingly active and in addition to the Bushmaster and Porcupine we found a 
roosting Great Tinamou over the trail and Gerry spotted a roosting Common Potoo.  
 

 
Great Tinamou at roost (Eustace Barnes). 

 
We heard Night monkeys calling every night but did not see any until we got to Muyuna. On another evening 
we saw a Water Rat along one of the forest quebradas which are very infrequently seen. There were also a 
couple of Kinkajous cavorting about above us which gave us good views. There were also Crested Owls and 
Northern Tawny-bellied Screech-owls calling every evening but we were otherwise occupied. A Black-
banded Owl also called a couple of times but did not respond. However, somewhat surprisingly we did not 
get lost walking about in the forest off-trail at night.   

 

 
Common Potoo (Eustace Barnes). 
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One of the major avifaunas we focus on during this tour and which is very well represented along the Rios 
Napo and Maranon is that found on the many river islands that occur along these rivers. We visited young 
river islands in the Rio Napo and another along the Rio Maranon. These are more or less sand banks with a 
mix of tessaria, willows and river cane recently established on them. Although these islands appeared to be 
similar the mix of species found on them was quite different. In the Napo these islands hold large numbers of 
Lesser Horneros, Red and white, White-bellied and Parker’s Spinetails, Lesser Wagtail-tyrant, River 
Tyrannulet and Black and white Antbirds. In the Maranon, Riverside Tyrant was common on such islands but 
the spinetails less numerous. The older islands with tall stands of cercropia, an understorey of cane and a 
few flowering Ingas hold Olive-spotted hummingbird, Castelnau’s Antshrike, Ash-breasted Antbird, Leaden 
Antwren, Dark-breasted and Plain-crowned Spinetails, the uncommon Brownish Elaenia, the cryptic 
Zimmer’s Woodcreeper and Bay Hornero. The more open areas of Cercropia commonly hold Pearly-
breasted and Bicoloured Conebills. Where one finds willow bars both Hooded and Orange-headed Tanagers 
are common plus Spot-breasted Woodpecker and Plain-breasted Piculet. This represents nearly the entire 
river island avifauna with only three island obligates not found in Peru.  
 

 
Birding the Napo river islands. Hot, hot, hot! (Eustace Barnes). 

 
We did find all the river island species but we had to visit quite a number of islands to do so. Our visits also 
gave us a chance to see huge numbers of parrots, raptors and vultures. Interesting to see such large 
numbers of Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures quartering over the islands and adjacent cleared areas.  
 

 
Collared Plover (Eustace Barnes) 
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The floodplain forests along the Napo have largely been degraded or cleared but they still harbour a good 
number of specialities. In visiting a couple of sites not far from our lodgings we had some very rewarding 
sessions searching out some of the specialities. We did eventually get good looks at the rare cryptic Band-
tailed Oropendola which is found along black water streams where small colonies are often found in 
association with Yellow-rumped Caciques and Russet-backed Oropendolas. Initially the birds called from a 
large emergent but emerged to give good views. Long-billed and Striped Woodcreepers were common along 
the same river as well as Slate-coloured Hawk, Many-banded Aracari and a good many Amazon and Ringed 
Kingfishers. A real treat was seeing the infrequently seen Purple-throated Cotinga which flew over our heads 
giving leader only views. Luckily the bird was then taped back into view to perform very well. The side stream 
otherwise was not especially productive but we had managed to find the Oropendola. Revisiting a now much 
degraded area of riverine forest we found nearly all of our targets fairy easily. White-shouldered Antbird 
called loudly from a heliconia thickets and we were able to a pair without the use of tape to then be followed 
by a very cooperative pair of Black-spotted Bare-eyes. Along the rather dry stream we found a pair of Dot-
backed Antbirds and a Yellow-crowned Eleania. The latter a somewhat dowdy denizen of mosquito infested 
varzea forests that few birders have much familiarity with. Cream-coloured and Chestnut Woodpeckers are 
always popular and enjoyed good views of these lovely woodpeckers.    
 
 

 
Amazonian White-tailed or Green-backed Trogon (Eustace Barnes). 
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Splendid isolation on an Amazon island (Eustace Barnes). 

 
It was time to move on and as the clouds had progressively built up during our stay announcing the arrival of 
the wet season we were glad to head south to Muyuna; a magnificent lodge along a narrow channel adjacent 
to the Maranon river.  
 

 
Orange-fronted Plushcrown (Richard Latter) 
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Bicoloured Conebill (left) and Black and white Antbird (right) 

 
Stopping at a river island we found Lesser Hornero and Parkers, Red and white and White-bellied Spinetails,  
Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant and River Tyrannulet. The island also held Caqueta Seedeater, numerous Chestnut-
bellied Seedeaters and a surprising number of Blue Ground Doves. Crossing the open sandy shore to an 
older section of the island we found Brownish Elaenia and Zimmer’s Woodcreeper. We could hear Ash-
breasted Antbird but did not have time to get to it. There were no Riverside Tyrants and this species often 
seems harder to find along the Napo than the Maranon. We then continued to Iquitos to connect with our 
onward transport to Muyuna, arriving mid-afternoon in time to do some birding along the floodplain trails.  
 

 
Zimmer’s Woodcreeper (Eustace Barnes). 
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We met up with Moises, a good friend and local guide. Also a very knowledgeable person who has worked in 
conservation throughout Loreto and knows the department very well. Sad to note that Lucio, based at 
Explornapo, has recently died having only just retired. He too knew the rainforests very well, had worked with 
birders for many years and will be missed by all those who work in Loreto.  
 

     
Capped Heron (left) and Black-collared Hawk (right) 

 
So, on the floodplain trails we again had trouble with the antbirds and thankfully Moises confirmed my 
previous assertion that most species had young and were not singing. Anyway, our wanderings here did 
produce a superb Collared Puffbird followed by the rare Rufous-necked Puffbird and Blue-cheeked Jacamar.  
We did catch up with a couple of mixed understorey flocks and see Saturnine and Bluish-slate Antshrikes, 
the south Amazon form of Long-winged Antwren, White-flanked and Grey Antwrens and Cinnamon-throated, 
Buff-throated and Elegant Woodcreepers.  
 

 
Plain-breasted Piculets (Eustace Barnes) 
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Blue-cheeked Jacamar (Eustace Barnes) 

 
We saw a lot of mammals which, taking the nomenclature from the Lynx Edicions Mammals of the World 
series, included the impossibly cute Pygmy Marmoset, Ma’s Night Monkey (previously the Night Monkey), 
Coppery Titi Monkey (Previously the Dusky Titi Monkey), Large-headed Capuchin Monkey (Previously 
Brown Capuchin), Ecuadorian Squirrel Monkey (Previously the Squirrel Monkey) and Yellow-crowned Brush-
tailed Rat. The existence of so many mammals in the area is the consequence of many years of a self-
imposed hunting ban on community lands. This is also the reason why Wattled Currassow still exists in this 
part of the Amazon. Always renews my faith in humanity; being at Muyuna.    
 
Elsewhere the forests lining the many river channels are good for a number of species including the Black-
tailed Antbird. As the canned recordings rattled out across the forest floor the birds did begin to sing back 
and very soon came into view. We probably saw three Black-tailed Antbirds, followed by a pair of Amazonian 
Antshrikes, more Yellow-crowned Elaenias and several Dot-backed Antbirds. Along the river channels 
themselves we found Silvered and Black-chinned Antbirds as well as Green and rufous and Pygmy 
Kingfishers. Large-billed and Yellow-billed Terns were common and while they fished all around us we 
searched for and found a couple of Sungrebes.  
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Black-tailed Antbird;  male (left) and female (right).  (Eustace Barnes). 

 
As commented on in the last trip report, the development of tourism on the vast floodplains at the junction of 
the Ucayali and Maranon rivers has allowed birders to search for south bank species. However, working this 
area almost immediately revealed a population of the endangered Wattled Curassow. This species was 
known to the community and had been the subject of a self-imposed hunting ban for many years which is an 
extraordinarily enlightened action for such an area. As a result Muyuna is now on the radar of all world 
birders and is doing very well as a consequence of its enlightened action.  
 

 
Orange-crested Manakin at Muyuna (Richard Latter) 
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Wattled Currassow – clearly worth a second entry! (Eustace Barnes)  

 
Early on our first morning, we headed off to search for Wattled Currassow in a nearby territory. Arriving in the 
dark we quietly moved along the river bank through the tall but open forests. After quite some time I spotted 
a slight movement in a tall fruiting tree and after a short wait we had found our target species. They were 
very wary and clearly aware of our presence as they gradually melted away into the forest away from the 
river edge. We did see them quite well as they ran up and down branches from one canopy to another 
before gliding away from us. We were quite happy but better was to come. As the wet season had well and 
truly started it was generally cool and wet with continuous cloud cover. Under these conditions the 
Curassows seem to come to the river banks to roost in thick low vegetation and so it was that after a 
particularly wet and cool night we took our boat along a nearby channel and found two males. As we were in 
a boat they did not feel threatened and just sat and looked at us. Easy to kill!         
 

     
Speckled Spinetail (left and Wire-tailed Manakin (right)) Eustace Barnes. 



	
	

17  BirdQuest Tour Report: Amazonian Peru 2016   www.birdquest-tours.com 

 
Dramatic skies and still afternoons in the Amazon (Richard Latter).  

 
Moises knows about birding groups and appreciates their interest in the natural world and therefore has no 
hesitation in searching for night birds, rather than engaging with the ‘Caiman hunt’. Knowing we would have 
all seen caiman eyeshine elsewhere, we headed off to find both Common and Great Potoos, numerous 
Boat-billed Herons, several roosting Sungrebes and a couple of very pretty American Pygmy Kingfishers 
roosting on shrubs hanging over the water. It was, as usual, a very productive nocturnal excursion and one 
enjoyed by all. We headed back to the lodge for a beer or two and great discussion about Peru and wildlife in 
particular, as there were quite a number of groups at the lodge present to actually see wildlife.        
 

 
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Eustace Barnes) 
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Blue and yellow Macaws (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Riverine forest wanderings also produced a pair of Amazonian Streaked Antwrens and Dull-capped and 
Cinnamon Attilas together with Bluish-fronted Jacamars. There were good numbers of Festive Amazons, 
Short-tailed Parrots, the stunning Blue and yellow Macaw and the common Long-billed and Striped 
Woodcreeper. We also explored some more open habitats around a village, walking though the well-ordered 
gardens we found a roosting Great Potoo and several pairs of Grey-chested Greenlet. The latter an 
uncommon species found very locally in varzea in Loreto and a write-in, one of very few.    
 

     
Riverside Tyrant (left and White-crowned Manakin (right) Eustace Barnes 
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Hoatzin. You can’t visit the Amazon and not see this extraordinary creature (Eustace Barnes). 

                                                                                                                             
We had done well at Muyuna and needed only to visit another river island. Heading off to the Maranon river 
we pulled up on a vast young river island where two years ago the main channel had river flowed. The island 
was great for the very localised Riverside Tyrant which we had not managed to find on the Napo river 
islands. After watching this bird displaying in the rapidly growing willows we turned our attention to the other 
obligates. We found numerous pairs of Red and white, White-bellied and Parker’s Spinetails and River 
Tyrannulet as well as more Lesser Wagtail Tyrants and a pair of Black and white Antbirds. We then headed 
to another island covered with river cane and cercropia dominated woodlands. We rapidly found a very 
responsive Ash-breasted Antbird which circled us and so completed our list of river island species. We had 
another more or less a clean sweep on the river islands in one session, failing only to find Brownish Elaenia, 
which seems to be very uncommon along the Maranon. 
 

 
Amazon Express; plying the lowland highway (Richard Latter) 
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Great Potoo at Muyuna (Eustace Barnes). 

 
 



	
	

21  BirdQuest Tour Report: Amazonian Peru 2016   www.birdquest-tours.com 

 
White-eared Jacamar (Eustace Barnes). 

 
We then returned to Muyuna for a splendid lunch before packing and heading back to Iquitos for a few nights 
to explore the white sand forests at the Allpahuayo-Mishana reserve. The austral storm had brought down a 
lot of the larger trees on the reserve, blocking the reserve entrance and many other trail junctions but we 
fought our way in and negotiated the various blockages. As is well known the White sand forests are very 
quiet at dawn and there is often no activity until about 8am!  As such we arrived at the reserved zone at 8am 
and was surprised to hear some vocal activity but not of white sand species. At about 8.45am Ancient 
Antwren began to call and we then began to try and see one which proved more difficult than usual. 
Eventually Pirjo spotted one and we could relax on that score. It took some considerable time to find 
Zimmer’s Antbird which was in the company of Scale-backed and Black-faced Antbirds. These species, 
along with Black-spotted Bare-eye and Sooty Antbirds were found throughout the forest. We could not find 
the Allpahuayo Antbird on either of its territories at the reserve. I had been told that it is now difficult to find 
this year as there was an intensive project taking place in the area. We came across a lot of mist nest lines 
cut through the forest and every day we saw biologists trapping. We did find a pair of Brown-breasted 
Puffbirds, a Citron-bellied Attila and a number of Zimmer’s Tody Tyrants which are usually harder to find. It is 
only to be hoped that the Antbirds return to their territories or we will have to look elsewhere. We did not find 
Saffron-crested Tyrant Manakin in the only territory on the trail system. Somewhat unusually Pearly 
Antshrike was found in a couple of flocks and was rather easy to find. The forest understorey held many 
Straight-billed Hermits, one of which came to see what we were up to. The notoriously difficult Iquitos 
Gnatcatcher remained so and has not been seen for four years now. We used to see it in the tall varillal 
forest around the visitor centre but much of this forest has been levelled by the austral storm in July. We did 
find Paradise Jacamar, several Yellow-billed Nunbird and Mishana Tyrannulet but little else. 
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Blackish Nightjar at Allpahuayo Mishana (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Anyway, it was time to go. We had avoided the worst of the rains and managed to avoid getting totally 
drenched. The forests were very wet with much of the forest floor under water. On our last afternoon we 
headed back to Iquitos to take a very pleasant boat trip along the Rio Nanay.  
 

 
Collared Puffbird (Eustace Barnes). 
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Black-crested Antshrike (Eustace Barnes) 

 
The Rio Nanay is a black water river that meets the Amazon at Iquitos. We headed to a narrow channel to 
search for Black-crested Antshrike. In Peru, this spectacular Antshrike is restricted to riparian scrub along 
black water channels. We then found a Ladder-tailed Nightjar and then an adult and an immature Band-
tailed Nighthawk roosting over the water. The form found here is quite distinct and may well prove to be a 
good species in its own right. We also picked up Little blue Heron, Grey-necked Wood Rail and a pair of 
Southern Lapwings. The latter not very common in Loreto. A nice selection of trip birds at the last minute and 
so we headed back to Iquitos to pack for our flights to Lima the following morning.   
 

 
Band-tailed Nighthawk (Eustace Barnes) 
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                                                                                                      Yellow-hooded Blackbirds (Eustace Barnes) 

 
 
TOP TEN BIRDS 
                                         
1     Wattled Curassow                                                        
2     Black-necked Red-Cotinga                                          
3     Amazonian Umbrellabird                                                     
4     White-bellied Dacnis       
5     Black-spotted Bare-eye   

6     Red-billed Ground-cuckoo 
7     Undulated Antshrike      
8     Brown-banded Puffbird 
9     Collared Puffbird 
10   Green and rufous Kingfisher 

 
Other tour highlights to take our minds off the current emergence of bizarre alliances between corporate 
elites and alienated working classes. 
 
1     Bushmaster – the largest pit viper    
2     Brazilian Porcupine – it just ambled up to us. 
3     Pygmy Marmoset – on every corner at Muyuna. 
4     Ma’s Night Monkey – keeping a close eye on us at Muyuna. 
5     Pink River Dolphin – cavorting about on our last afternoon. 
6     Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth – several found at Muyuna.  
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An immaculate Green and rufous Kingfisher (Eustace Barnes). 

 
 
SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR 
 
The species names and taxonomy used in the report mostly follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). IOC World Bird Names. 
This list is updated several times annually and is available at http://www.worldbirdnames.org. The mammal names and 
taxonomy follows Mittermeier (Eds). Mammals of the World. 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (LO). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ 
birds for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two Birdquest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its 
range; the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species). 
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BIRDS. 
 
Great Tinamou  Tinamus major  Heard at Explornapo where one also found roosting. 
Undulated Tinamou  Crypturellus undulates  (H) Heard at Muyuna and on various larger river islands. 
Bartlett's Tinamou ◊  Crypturellus bartletti  (H) Heard at Explornapo. 
Horned Screamer  Anhima cornuta  Common at Muyuna. Also one seen on the Rio Napo. 
Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata  Up to 70 on a young river island. 
Speckled Chachalaca  Ortalis guttate   
Blue-throated Piping Guan  Pipile cumanensis  (H) 
Nocturnal Curassow ◊  Nothocrax urumutum  (H) Heard only, despite a major effort.  
Wattled Curassow ◊  Crax globulosa  The best experience with this species in all my visits. 
Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis  Dusk at Explornapo. 
 

 
                                                                                       Rufescent Tiger Heron (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Rufescent Tiger Heron  Tigrisoma lineatum  Very few this year. 
Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearius  A few at Muyuna. 
Striated Heron  Butorides striata 
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 
Cocoi Heron (White-necked H)  Ardea cocoi 
Great Egret (G White E)  Ardea alba 
Capped Heron  Pilherodius pileatus   Cream coloured Heron would be a better name. 
Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea  A single adult bird along the Rio Nanay. 
Snowy Egret  Egretta thula 
Neotropic Cormorant (Olivaceous C)  Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
Anhinga (American Darter)  Anhinga anhinga 
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus 
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes melambrotus 
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Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus 
Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   A few along the larger rivers and lakes. 
Grey-headed Kite  Leptodon cayanensis  A pair with fledged young at Explornapo. 
Double-toothed Kite  Harpagus bidentatus  A single bird found at Explornapo. 
Plumbeous Kite  Ictinia plumbea 
Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis 
Crane Hawk  Geranospiza caerulescens  A couple seen at Muyuna.  
 

 
                                                                                                                                      Slate-coloured Hawk (Eustace Barnes) 

Slate-coloured Hawk  Buteogallus schistaceus  Fairly common. 
Great Black Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga 
Roadside Hawk  Rupornis magnirostris 
Sungrebe (American Finfoot)  Heliornis fulica  Several seen at Muyuna. A few of which were roosting. 
Black-banded Crake ◊  Laterallus fasciatus  (H) Heard on a large river island. 
Grey-necked Wood Rail  Aramides cajaneus  One seen along the Rio Nanay. 
Purple Gallinule (American P G)  Porphyrio martinica 
Collared Plover  Charadrius collaris 
Pied Plover (P Lapwing)  Hoploxypterus cayanus 
Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis  A pair seen along the Rio Nanay. A recent colonist from the south. 
Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana 
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca  Another wader.  One wader I like.  
Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes 
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria 
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius 
Black Skimmer  Rynchops niger  A good sized flock along the Rio Napo. 
Yellow-billed Tern (Amazonian T)  Sternula superciliaris 
Large-billed Tern  Phaetusa simplex 
Rock Dove (introduced) (Rock Dove)  Columba livia  Can we count those in Iquitos? 
Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis 
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                                                             Lesser Yellowlegs; one of few waders we saw (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Plumbeous Pigeon  Patagioenas plumbea 
Ruddy Pigeon  Patagioenas subvinacea  A single at Muyuna.  
Ruddy Ground Dove  Columbina talpacoti 
Blue Ground Dove  Claravis pretiosa  Common on one river island in the Rio Napo. 
White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi 
Grey-fronted Dove  Leptotila rufaxilla  I do like pigeons and this one is very beautiful. 
Hoatzin  Opisthocomus hoazin  We had to make a special trip to see this at Muyuna. 
Greater Ani  Crotophaga major 
Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani 
Striped Cuckoo  Tapera naevia  (H) 
Little Cuckoo  Coccycua minuta 
Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana 
Black-bellied Cuckoo  Piaya melanogaster  One seen rather briefly at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Red-billed Ground-cuckoo ◊  Neomorphus pucheranii  A single bird seen at Explornapo.   
Tropical Screech Owl  Megascops choliba  One at Muyuna. 
Tawny-bellied Screech Owl ◊  Megascops watsonii  (H) 
Black-banded Owl  Strix huhula  (H) 
Crested Owl  Lophostrix cristata  (H)  We did try to see one but it remained out of sight in the canopy. 
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum  (H) 
Great Potoo  Nyctibius grandis One seen at Muyuna and another in a village nearby. 
Common Potoo (Grey P)  Nyctibius griseus  One Explornapo and others at Muyuna. 
Short-tailed Nighthawk (Semicollared N)  Lurocalis semitorquatus  One at Muyuna. 
Band-tailed Nighthawk  Nyctiprogne leucopyga  A roosting pair along the Rio Nanay. 
Pauraque (Common P)  Nyctidromus albicollis  Seen at Muyuna. 
Blackish Nightjar  Caprimulgus nigrescens  A pair found at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Ladder-tailed Nightjar  Hydropsalis climacocerca  A single male found along the Rio Nanay. 
Short-tailed Swift  Chaetura brachyura 
Neotropical Palm Swift (Fork-tailed P-S)  Tachornis squamata 
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Rufous-breasted Hermit (Hairy H)  Glaucis hirsutus 
White-bearded Hermit  Phaethornis hispidus 
Great-billed Hermit  Phaethornis malaris (H) Heard at Explornapo. 
Straight-billed Hermit  Phaethornis bourcieri  Found at Explornapo and Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Reddish Hermit  Phaethornis ruber 
White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora 
Black-throated Mango  Anthracothorax nigricollis 
Blue-tailed Emerald  Chlorostilbon mellisugus 
Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcata 
Olive-spotted Hummingbird ◊  Leucippus chlorocercus  Common on the river islands. 
Glittering-throated Emerald  Amazilia fimbriata 
Black-eared Fairy  Heliothryx auritus 
Black-tailed Trogon  Trogon melanurus 
Green-backed Trogon  Trogon viridis  The commonest trogon. 
Blue-crowned Trogon  Trogon curucui 
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Pygmy K)  Chloroceryle aenea  Roosting birds found at Muyuna. 
 

 
                                                                                        Green and rufous Kingfisher (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher  Chloroceryle inda  Several noted at Muyuna.  
Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana 
Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona 
Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata 
Amazonian Motmot  Momotus momota  One briefly glimpsed at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Rufous Motmot  Baryphthengus martii  (H) 
White-eared Jacamar  Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis  Common at Explorama and Muyuna.  
Blue-necked Jacamar ◊ (Blue-cheeked J)  Galbula cyanicollis  Several at Muyuna. 
White-chinned Jacamar  Galbula tombacea  Explorama on the floodplain. 
Bluish-fronted Jacamar  Galbula cyanescens 
Purplish Jacamar ◊  Galbula chalcothorax  A pair at their usual spot at Explorama. 
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Paradise Jacamar  Galbula dea 
Great Jacamar  Jacamerops aureus  (H) As all had seen the bird elsewhere it remained heard only. 
Brown-banded Puffbird ◊  Notharchus ordii  A pair at Allpahuayo Mishana.  
Collared Puffbird  Bucco capensis  One at Muyuna and three at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Rufous-necked Puffbird ◊  Malacoptila rufa  One found at Muyuna. 
Black-fronted Nunbird  Monasa nigrifrons 
White-fronted Nunbird  Monasa morphoeus 
Yellow-billed Nunbird  Monasa flavirostris  Three seen at Allpahuayo in their favorite tree. 
Swallow-winged Puffbird (Swallow-wing P)  Chelidoptera tenebrosa 
Scarlet-crowned Barbet ◊  Capito aurovirens 
Gilded Barbet  Capito auratus 
 

 
                                             Lettered Aracari (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Lettered Aracari  Pteroglossus inscriptus  Seen at Muyuna. 
Ivory-billed Aracari  Pteroglossus azara 
Chestnut-eared Aracari  Pteroglossus castanotis 
Many-banded Aracari  Pteroglossus pluricinctus  A few noted. 
Golden-collared Toucanet  Selenidera reinwardtii  A single female found at Explornapo. 
Channel-billed Toucan  Ramphastos vitellinus 
White-throated Toucan (W-breasted T, Red-billed T)  Ramphastos tucanus 
Bar-breasted Piculet  Picumnus aurifrons  A pair at Muyuna was unexpected. 
Plain-breasted Piculet ◊  Picumnus castelnau  Common on the river islands.  
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus 
Little Woodpecker  Veniliornis passerines  On the islands. 
Red-stained Woodpecker  Veniliornis affinis  Several pairs at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Spot-breasted Woodpecker (S-b Flicker)  Colaptes punctigula 
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker (Scaly-b W)  Celeus grammicus  Found at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Chestnut Woodpecker  Celeus elegans  Seen at Explornapo. 
Cream-coloured Woodpecker  Celeus flavus 
Ringed Woodpecker  Celeus torquatus  (H) 
Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus 
Red-necked Woodpecker  Campephilus rubricollis  One seen briefly. 
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Crimson-crested Woodpecker  Campephilus melanoleucos 
Black Caracara  Daptrius ater 
Red-throated Caracara  Ibycter americanus 
Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima 
Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans 
Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis  A single seen on a couple of occasions. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  Found hunting around the Plaza de Armas in Iquitos. 
Tui Parakeet  Brotogeris sanctithomae 
White-winged Parakeet  Brotogeris versicolurus  Abundant around Iquitos. 
Cobalt-winged Parakeet  Brotogeris cyanoptera 
Orange-cheeked Parrot  Pyrilia barrabandi  One near Explornapo. 
Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus 
 

	
                   Short-tailed Parrot (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Short-tailed Parrot  Graydidascalus brachyurus  Common on the river islands. 
Festive Amazon ◊ (F Parrot)  Amazona festiva  Small numbers seen at Explorama. 
Yellow-crowned Amazon (Y-c Parrot)  Amazona ochrocephala  
Southern Mealy Amazon (M Parrot)  Amazona farinose  A few at Explornapo. 
Orange-winged Amazon (O-w Parrot)  Amazona amazonica 
Blue-winged Parrotlet  Forpus xanthopterygius 
Black-headed Parrot  Pionites melanocephalus  Large non-breeding flocks. 
Maroon-tailed Parakeet  Pyrrhura melanura  
Dusky-headed Parakeet  Aratinga weddellii 
Red-bellied Macaw  Orthopsittaca manilatus  A few along the Maranon. 
Blue-and-yellow Macaw  Ara ararauna  A few at Muyuna. 
Red-and-green Macaw (Green-winged M)  Ara chloropterus  Seen from the walkway at Explornapo. 
White-eyed Parakeet  Psittacara leucophthalmus 
Pale-legged Hornero  Furnarius leucopus 
Bay Hornero ◊ (Bay H)  Furnarius torridus  A few at Explorama. 
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Dark-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis albigularis 
Ruddy Spinetail  Synallaxis rutilans  Several found at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
White-bellied Spinetail ◊  Synallaxis propinqua 
Plain-crowned Spinetail  Synallaxis gujanensis   Must be a separate species north of the Amazon. 
Parker's Spinetail ◊  Cranioleuca Vulpecula  Common on the islands. What happens to it around Manaus? 
Speckled Spinetail  Cranioleuca gutturata  A pair at Muyuna seen very well.  
Red-and-white Spinetail ◊  Certhiaxis mustelinus  A lovely looking species. 
Orange-fronted Plushcrown ◊  Metopothrix aurantiaca  Remarkably common at Muyuna. 
Point-tailed Palmcreeper  Berlepschia rikeri (H) We tried at several places but none showed. 
Eastern Woodhaunter  Hyloctistes subulatus  (H) 
Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaner  Philydor pyrrhodes  Usually only heard. 
Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner  Automolus infuscatus (H) Usually seen 
Black-tailed Leaftosser (B-t Leafscraper)  Sclerurus caudacutus  Usually only heard. 
Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus 
Plain-brown Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla fuliginosa 
Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus 
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper  Glyphorynchus spirurus 
Long-billed Woodcreeper  Nasica longirostris  A spectacular species we saw on many occasions. 
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper  Dendrexetastes rufigula 
Black-banded Woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes picumnus  (H) 
Straight-billed Woodcreeper  Dendroplex picus 
Zimmer's Woodcreeper ◊  Dendroplex kienerii  Seen on the Rio Napo. 
Striped Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus obsoletus 
Elegant Woodcreeper ◊  Xiphorhynchus elegans  This species was common this year.  
Buff-throated Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus guttatus 
Fasciated Antshrike  Cymbilaimus lineatus  (H) 
Fulvous Antshrike ◊  Frederickena fulva  One seen superbly at Explornapo and one at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Great Antshrike  Taraba major 
Black-crested Antshrike  Sakesphorus canadensis  Several along the Rio Nanay.   
Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus 
Castelnau's Antshrike ◊  Thamnophilus cryptoleucus  Several pairs noted. 
Plain-winged Antshrike (Black-capped A)  Thamnophilus schistaceus 
Mouse-coloured Antshrike  Thamnophilus murinus 
Amazonian Antshrike  Thamnophilus amazonicus  Seen at Muyuna. 
Pearly Antshrike ◊  Megastictus margaritatus  A couple of males seen at Muyuna. 
Dusky-throated Antshrike  Thamnomanes ardesiacus 
Saturnine Antshrike  Thamnomanes saturninus 
Cinereous Antshrike  Thamnomanes caesius 
Bluish-slate Antshrike  Thamnomanes schistogynus 
Spot-winged Antshrike  Pygiptila stellaris  (H) 
Plain-throated Antwren  Isleria hauxwelli 
Moustached Antwren  Myrmotherula ignota  (H) 
Pygmy Antwren  Myrmotherula brachyura 
Amazonian Streaked Antwren  Myrmotherula multostriata 
White-flanked Antwren  Myrmotherula axillaris 
Long-winged Antwren  Myrmotherula longipennis 
Grey Antwren  Myrmotherula menetriesii 
Leaden Antwren ◊  Myrmotherula assimilis  One found on Rio Napo island. 
Dugand's Antwren ◊  Herpsilochmus dugandi  Seen from the canopy walkway. 
Ancient Antwren ◊  Herpsilochmus gentry  Common at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Grey Antbird  Cercomacra cinerascens  (H) 
Ash-breasted Antbird ◊  Myrmoborus lugubris  A pair found on the river island in the Rio Maranon.  
Black-faced Antbird  Myrmoborus myotherinus 
Black-tailed Antbird ◊  Myrmoborus melanurus  Common at Muyuna. 



	
	

33  BirdQuest Tour Report: Amazonian Peru 2016   www.birdquest-tours.com 

Peruvian Warbling Antbird  Hypocnemis peruviana 
Yellow-browed Antbird  Hypocnemis hypoxantha  A good many seen this year. 
Band-tailed Antbird  Hypocnemoides maculicauda 
Black-and-white Antbird ◊  Myrmochanes hemileucus  Common on the river islands. 
Silvered Antbird  Sclateria naevia 
Slate-coloured Antbird ◊  Schistocichla schistacea  Lots of pairs with young this year. 
Zimmer’s Antbird ◊ (Northern C-t A)  Myrmeciza castanea  Eventually found at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Black-throated Antbird  Myrmeciza atrothorax 
White-shouldered Antbird  Myrmeciza melanoceps 
Plumbeous Antbird  Myrmeciza hyperythra 
Sooty Antbird  Myrmeciza fortis  A pair at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Dot-backed Antbird  Hylophylax punctulatus 
Common Scale-backed Antbird  Willisornis poecilinotus 
Black-spotted Bare-eye  Phlegopsis nigromaculata  Great views. 
Rufous-capped Antthrush  Formicarius colma  (H) 
Black-faced Antthrush  Formicarius analis  (H) 
Thrush-like Antpitta  Myrmothera campanisona  This one was glimpsed.  
Rusty-belted Tapaculo  Liosceles thoracicus (H) 
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet  Tyrannulus elatus 
Forest Elaenia  Myiopagis gaimardii 
 

 
                                                                                                          Yellow-crowned Elaenia (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Yellow-crowned Elaenia  Myiopagis flavivertex  Seen in the varzea forests. 
Brownish Elaenia ◊  Elaenia pelzelni  A pair along the Rio Napo. The least common river island obligate. 
White-lored Tyrannulet  Ornithion inerme 
River Tyrannulet ◊  Serpophaga hypoleuca  Common. 
Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant ◊  Stigmatura napensis  Several pairs. 
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Mishana Tyrannulet ◊  Zimmerius villarejoi   Not so easy these days. 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus 
Zimmer's Tody-Tyrant ◊  Hemitriccus minimus  This one put in an appearance. 
Double-banded Pygmy Tyrant  Lophotriccus vitiosus 
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher  Poecilotriccus latirostris 
Short-tailed Pygmy Tyrant  Myiornis ecaudatus 
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum maculatum 
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum 
Brownish Twistwing  Cnipodectes subbrunneus  Rather skittish this year. 
Yellow-olive Flatbill (Y-o Flycatcher)  Tolmomyias sulphurescens 
Orange-eyed Flatbill ◊ (O-e Flycatcher)  Tolmomyias traylori  The usual spot at Explorama. 
Zimmer's Flatbill (Z Flatbill)  Tolmomyias assimilis 
Grey-crowned Flatbill (G-c Flatbill)  Tolmomyias poliocephalus 
Olive-faced Flatbill (O-f Flatbill)  Tolmomyias viridiceps 
Euler's Flycatcher  Lathrotriccus euleri  Found at Muyuna. 
Fuscous Flycatcher  Cnemotriccus fuscatus 
Eastern Wood-Pewee  Contopus vivens  Seen at numerous localities. 
Riverside Tyrant ◊  Knipolegus orenocensis  We looked for this one on several occasions. 
Drab Water Tyrant  Ochthornis littoralis 
White-headed Marsh Tyrant  Arundinicola leucocephala 
Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius 
Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis 
Grey-capped Flycatcher  Myiozetetes granadensis 
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus 
Lesser Kiskadee  Philohydor lictor 
Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus 
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua 
Sulphury Flycatcher  Tyrannopsis sulphurea 
Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus 
White-throated Kingbird  Tyrannus albigularis  One seen in Iquitos. 
Greyish Mourner  Rhytipterna simplex 
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox 
Cinnamon Attila  Attila cinnamomeus  Seen Muyuna. 
Citron-bellied Attila ◊  Attila citriniventris  One feeding young was found at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
White-eyed Attila (Dull-capped A)  Attila bolivianus  Good views. 
Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus  (H) 
Black-necked Red Cotinga ◊  Phoenicircus nigricollis  Great views! 
Screaming Piha  Lipaugus vociferans (H) 
Purple-throated Cotinga  Porphyrolaema porphyrolaema  A superb male seen near Explornapo. 
Bare-necked Fruitcrow  Gymnoderus foetidus  Only one seen at Explornapo. 
Purple-throated Fruitcrow  Querula purpurata 
Amazonian Umbrellabird  Cephalopterus ornatus  We watched three birds at a lek. Superb! 
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin  Tyranneutes stolzmanni 
Blue-backed Manakin  Chiroxiphia pareola 
Blue-crowned Manakin  Lepidothrix coronata 
Orange-crested Manakin ◊ (O-crowned M)  Heterocercus aurantiivertex  One found at Muyuna. 
White-bearded Manakin  Manacus manacus 
Wire-tailed Manakin  Pipra filicauda  Good views at the lek at Explornapo. Also at Muyuna. 
White-crowned Manakin  Pseudopipra pipra 
Golden-headed Manakin  Ceratopipra erythrocephala 
Amazonian Royal Flycatcher  Onychorhynchus coronatus  Seen Muyuna. 
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher  Terenotriccus erythrurus 
Black-tailed Tityra  Tityra cayana 
Varzea Schiffornis (Greater S, V Mourner)  Schiffornis major 
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                                                                                  Amazonian Royal Flycatcher (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Brown-winged Schiffornis (Amazonian S)  Schiffornis turdina (H) 
Cinereous Mourner  Laniocera hypopyrra  Seen Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Cinereous Becard  Pachyramphus rufus  Seen on the river islands. 
White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus 
Black-capped Becard  Pachyramphus marginatus 
Pink-throated Becard  Pachyramphus minor 
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus 
Yellow-green Vireo (N)  Vireo flavoviridis 
Grey-chested Greenlet  Hylophilus semicinereus  A pair at Muyuna was a good find. 
Blackpoll Warbler  Dendroica striata  Seen at several localities   
Violaceous Jay  Cyanocorax violaceus  (H)  
White-winged Swallow  Tachycineta albiventer 
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea 
Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera 
White-banded Swallow  Atticora fasciata 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 
Sand Martin   Riparia riparia  Abundant along the Ucayali. 
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapilla 
Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus turdinus 
Coraya Wren  Pheugopedius coraya  Common at Explornapo. 
Buff-breasted Wren  Cantorchilus leucotis  Seen on river islands and at Muyuna. 
House Wren (Southern H W)  Troglodytes [aedon] musculus 
Southern Nightingale-Wren (Scaly-breasted W)  Microcerculus marginatus (H) 
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Musician Wren  Cyphorhinus arada  A great experience with three birds at Muyuna. 
Collared Gnatwren  Microbates collaris  (H)  No response. 
Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus 
Black-billed Thrush  Turdus ignobilis 
Lawrence's Thrush  Turdus lawrencii (H) No response. 
Varzea Thrush ◊  Turdus sanchezorum  A few noted at Muyuna. 
Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica  Common on the river islands. 
White-lored Euphonia (Golden-bellied E)  Euphonia chrysopasta 
Orange-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia xanthogaster 
Rufous-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia rufiventris  A pair seen and others heard. 
Red-breasted Blackbird  Sturnella militaris 
Russet-backed Oropendola  Psarocolius angustifrons 
Olive Oropendola (Amazonian O)  Psarocolius bifasciatus 
Solitary Cacique (S Black C)  Cacicus solitarius 
Yellow-rumped Cacique  Cacicus cela 
Band-tailed Oropendola ◊  Cacicus latirostris  A key target. We found this along narrow black water stream. 
Orange-backed Troupial  Icterus croconotus (H) 
Epaulet Oriole (Moriche O)  Icterus [cayanensis] chrysocephalus 
Giant Cowbird  Molothrus oryzivorus 
Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis 
Velvet-fronted Grackle  Lampropsar tanagrinus  Seen along black water side streams off the Rio Napo. 
Oriole Blackbird  Gymnomystax mexicanus 
Yellow-hooded Blackbird  Chrysomus icterocephalus 
Yellow-browed Sparrow  Ammodramus aurifrons 
Red-capped Cardinal  Paroaria gularis 
Hooded Tanager  Nemosia pileata 
Orange-headed Tanager  Thlypopsis sordida 
Grey-headed Tanager  Eucometis penicillate  A few at Explorama. 
Masked Crimson Tanager  Ramphocelus nigrogularis 
Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo 
Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus 
Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum 
Turquoise Tanager  Tangara mexicana  Several noted at Allpahuayo Mishana.   
Paradise Tanager  Tangara chilensis 
Green-and-gold Tanager  Tangara schrankii 
Opal-rumped Tanager  Tangara velia  Not common at Explornapo. 
Opal-crowned Tanager  Tangara callophrys  A few seen from the canopy walkway. 
Swallow Tanager  Tersina viridis 
Black-faced Dacnis  Dacnis lineata 
Yellow-bellied Dacnis  Dacnis flaviventer 
White-bellied Dacnis  Dacnis albiventris  A pair seen from the canopy walkway.  
Short-billed Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes nitidus  One seen from the walkway. 
Purple Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes caeruleus 
Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza 
Bicolored Conebill  Conirostrum bicolor  Often in company of next species. 
Pearly-breasted Conebill ◊  Conirostrum margaritae  River islands in the Rio Napo. 
Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina 
Caqueta Seedeater  Sporophila murallae  A few seen at odd locations. 
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila castaneiventris 
Chestnut-bellied Seed Finch (Lesser S-F)  Oryzoborus angolensis 
Scarlet Tanager (N)  Piranga olivacea  One at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
Red-crowned Ant Tanager  Habia rubica 
Slate-colored Grosbeak (Slaty G)  Saltator grossus (H) 
Buff-throated Saltator  Saltator maximus 
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Greyish Saltator  Saltator coerulescens 
Blue-black Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa cyanoides  (H) 
 
     

 
Rio Nanay (Eustace Barnes) 
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Mammals   
 

      
               Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth  Bradypterus variegatus      
 
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth  Bradypterus variegatus     Common at Muyuna. 
Big Brown Bat  Eptesicus furinalis  One seen at Explornapo. 
Greater Fishing Bat  Noctilio leporinus   Seen at Muyuna. 
Long-nosed Bat (Proboscis Bat)  Rhynchonycteris naso  Seen along the rivers at Muyuna. 
Brazilian Porcupine  Coendous prehensilis  A single animal walking towards us at Explornapo. Extraordinary. 
     

       
                      Pygmy Marmoset (Eustace Barnes) 
Pygmy Marmoset  Callithrix pygmaea   Common at Muyuna. 
Black-mantled Tamarin Saguinus nigricollis  Found at Explornapo. 
Red-mantled Saddle-back Tamarin  Saguinus lagonotus   A few seen at Explorama. 
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Geoffroy’s Saddle-back Tamarin  Saguinus nigrifrons  A few seen at Muyuna – split from above species. 
Colombian Red Howler  (H) Heard at Muyuna. 
Yellow-handed Titi  Callicebus lucifer  (H) Heard at Explornapo.  
Coppery Titi  Callicebus cupreus  Several noted at Muyuna 
Ecuadorian Squirrel Monkey  Saimiri macrodon  Common at Muyuna. 
Large-headed Capuchin  Sapajus macrocephalus  Small numbers seen at Muyuna. 
     

 
                 Ma’s Night Monkey at Muyuna (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Ma’s Night Monkey  Aotus nancymaae  Three seen at Muyuna. 
Amazon River Dolphin (Pink R D, Boto)  Inia geoffrensis  Several seen cavorting about in the Ucayali at Iquitos. 
Tucuxi (Grey Dolphin)  Sotalia fluviatilis  Seen along the Ucayali.  
Greater Amazonian Water-Rat  Nectomys squamipes  One seen hurrying along a forest quebrada one night. 
Amazon Dwarf Squirrel  Microsciurus flaviventer  One seen at Allpahuayo Mishana. 
South Amazon Red Squirrel  Sciurus   Seen at Muyuna 
Black Agouti  Dasyprocta fuliginosa  One seen very briefly at Explornapo. 
Yellow-crowned Brush-tailed Rat Isothrix bistriata  A few found at Muyuna. 
 

 
                Brazilian Porcupine (Gerry Richards – mobile phone pic) 
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Other amazing creatures 
Bushmaster  Lachesis muta  An extraordinary find. Probably the least often seen top predator in the Amazon. In the 
10,000Ha of forest surveyed at Explornapo it is thought there are no more than 6 or 7 adults.  
 

 
The find of the trip – Lachesis muta. The armoured Bushmaster. 

 


