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A pair of Ocellated Tapaculos almost grovelling at our feet, allowing incredible studies of their exquisite finery, while we were hiding in a patch of dense bamboo in a remote corner of the Táchira Andes was the highlight of our recent Western Venezuela tour. Another climax was the fantastic boat trip at Hato El Cedral, which yielded splendours like Agami and Zigzag Herons, Yellow-knobbed Curassow, Sungrebe, Sunbittern, Brazilian Tapir and Green Anaconda. 577 species were recorded on our travels through the northwest of the country, which covered the subtropical forests of the Coastal Cordillera, the cactus-studded desert of the state of Falcon, the extensive marshes of Lake Maracaibo, the scenic paramo and the bamboo-cloaked mountain slopes of the Andes and the incredible waterbird spectacle of the fabled llanos. Although Venezuela received a fair amount of bad press lately, due to rising criminality in its cities, questionable nationalising of some of the larger ranches and some bizarre acts by its unpredictable government, it remains an easy country to travel through and a delightfully bird rich place with lots of specialities waiting for the international birder. Other particularly interesting species noted on this tour included Northern Screamer, Orinoco Goose, Pinnated Bittern, Sharp-tailed Ibis, Solitary Eagle, Rusty-flanked Crake, Plain-flanked Rail, Blue-fronted Parrotlet, Saffron-headed, Rusty-faced and Yellow-shouldered Parrots, Foothill Screech and Spectacled Owls, Pygmy Palm Swift, White-tipped Quetzal, Citron-throated Toucan, Schwartz’s Antthrush, Grey-naped and Rusty-breasted Antpittas, Blackish Chat-Tyrant, White-naped Xenopsaris, Barred and Golden-breasted Fruiteaters, Red-ruffed Fruitcrow, Andean Cock-of-the-Rock, Mérida Wren, Vermilion Cardinal and Tocuyo Sparrow. Other appealing creatures included Giant Anteater, Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth, Pink River Dolphin, Jaguarundi and Orinocan Crocodile.

We met up in Caracas, the capital of Venezuela and our first venue was nearby Colonia Tovar. This amazing village with its very German roots and even more German outlook is surrounded by some excellent patches of bamboo-cloaked subtropical and temperate forest and this initial bout of birding provided a great introduction to the avian treasures of Venezuela. The north of the country had not seen rain for the last five months so it came as no surprise that there was almost no song activity. A few notes emanating from the undergrowth betrayed the presence of one of our main targets, and soon after we were all admiring the subtle plumage of an endemic Caracas Tapaculo. Flowering bushes held energetic hummers like Tyrian Metaltail and gorgeous Long-tailed Sylphs together with a Bluish Flowerpiercer. A fruiting tree attracted Smoky-brown Woodpecker, Glossy-black Thrush, migrant Blackburnian and Black-and-white Warblers, a modestly-clad Oleaginous Hemispingus, Blue-capped, Blue-winged Mountain and Beryl-spangled Tanagers, a delightful Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch and a busy Red-tailed Squirrel. Other goodies on our walk included Montane Foliage-gleaner, Streaked Xenops, a lovely Streaked Tuftedcheek, Strong-billed and Montane Woodcreepers and a very well-behaved Red-billed Scythebill. Lower down the Coastal Cordillera we visited a stretch of dry woodland where Short-tailed Hawk, Brown-throated Parakeet, Green-rumped Parrotlet, Stripe-backed Wren, Bare-eyed and Pale-breasted Thrushes, Masked Yellowthroat, Guira Tanager, Trinidad Euphonia and Ultramarine Grosbeak showed. A red-flowering Erythrina (Coral tree) held Copper-rumped Hummingbirds and a White-vented Plumeleteer. At the end of our first day in the field we observed several Chestnut-fronted Macaws in the outskirts of the city of Maracay.

An hour before dawn we were already listening to the trills of a Foothill Screech-Owl in the hills of famous Henri Pittier National Park, and we soon obtained smashing views of this endearing critter. The dawn chorus was virtually nonexistent, but luckily Collared Trogon and Golden-olive Woodpecker together with a heard only Short-tailed Antthrush and Plain-backed Antpitta brightened the start of the day. We enjoyed a nice sit down breakfast under a flowering Erythrina tree which was visited by Scarlet-fronted and endemic Blood-eared Parakeets, Red-billed Parrots and Black-headed and Speckled Tanagers. A Common Black Hawk perched up in the open and at the Biological Station of Rancho Grande we really liked the view from the top of the bunker construction. Some careful scanning added Black Hawk-Eagle, a pair of Solitary Eagles, White-tipped Swift, Brown Violetear, endemic Groove-billed Toucanet, Crested Spinetail, Cinnamon Flycatcher, Smoke-coloured Pewee, Chestnut-crowned Becard, Masked Tityra, Blackpoll and Golden-crowned Warblers, American Redstart, Northern Waterthrush, Green and Red-legged Honeycreepers and a cute Swallow Tanager to the tally. The busy feeders produced great views of Violet-fronted Brilliant, White-necked Thrush and Golden and Bay-headed Tanagers. In mid morning we ventured on the forest trails, where an endemic Violet-chested Hummingbird, Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner, Venezuelan and Plain Antvireos and Black-hooded and Cocoa Thrushes were found. In the afternoon we birded a patch of dry woodland in the northern foothills where three Fasciated Tiger-Herons, Plumbeous Kite, Crane Hawk, Bat Falcon, an angry-looking Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, Blue-tailed Emerald, Green and Amazon Kingfishers, Blue-crowned Motmot, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, White-necked and Two-banded Puffbirds, Scaled Piculet, Streak-headed Woodcreeper, Black-crested Antshrike, Northern White-fringed and Rufous-winged Antwrens,  Forest Elaenia, Lance-tailed Manakin, Rufous-breasted Wren and Wedge-capped Capuchin Monkeys provided us with some great entertainment. Upon returning to our lodge we noted the extensive forest fires all over the southern foothills of the National Park. A very sad situation.

The following day we visited the upper reaches of Henri Pittier along the Choroni Road and here too we had to drive through severely burnt woodland. The pass area was very windy and rather quiet. We only heard Highland Tinamou and Venezuelan Wood-Quail, and observed Speckled Hummingbird, a male Rufous-shafted Woodstar, a cracking Schwartz’s Antthrush, Venezuelan Tyrannulet (nr 6000 for Jonathan’s lifelist), Olive-striped Flycatcher, a smart Golden-breasted Fruiteater, Inca Jay, Andean Solitaire, a pair of endemic Rufous-cheeked Tanagers, Ochre-breasted Brush-Finch and a sedate Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth. After lunch some bird activity at a forest fire held our attention as several raptors could be seen attacking hapless prey: Aplomado Falcon, Savanna Hawk and both pale and dark morph White-tailed Hawks held a very close watch. The afternoon was spent in some dry woodland on the lower slopes where flowering Coral trees were brimming with Red-billed Parrots, hummingbirds and tanagers. Here we also found Zone-tailed Hawk, Rufous-vented Chachalaca, Neotropical Palm Swift, Red-rumped Woodpecker, Cocoa Woodcreeper, Long-billed Gnatwren, Grey-headed and Blue-necked Tanagers, Streaked Saltator and some charming Red Howler Monkeys.

Next morning, at dawn we were listening to the distant humming song of a male Helmeted Curassow, but he sadly proved impossible to locate. Several Band-tailed Guans obliged and from the bunker we added a dashing Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle and Golden-fronted Greenlet to the list. Along the forest trail we encountered Guttulated Foliage-gleaner, Venezuelan and Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrants (in the same flock) and a Black-faced Antthrush. We then said goodbye to this splendid park and drove west to the bustling coastal town of Tucacas. A mangrove area gave us great looks at two endemic Plain-flanked Rails at point blank range, while squadrons of menacing Magnificent Frigatebirds were patrolling overhead. A walk in some vine-clad woodland allowed good views of Grey Hawk, White-bellied Antbird (scope views of a singing male), Pale-tipped Tyrannulet, Tropical Gnatcatcher and Grey and Ruddy-breasted Seedeaters. The famous Chichiriviche lagoons were mostly dry, so few waterbirds were about. We only managed to locate two American Flamingos but luckily most of the other targets fell: Reddish Egret, Tricoloured and Little Blue Herons, Great Blue Heron, Darter, Blue-winged Teal, Black-bellied Whistling Duck, some out of this world Scarlet Ibises, Glossy Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, Osprey, Purple Gallinule, Limpkin, Black-necked Stilt, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Hudsonian Whimbrel, Sanderling, Gull-billed and Royal Terns, Bare-eyed Pigeon, Ringed Kingfisher, Lesser Kiskadee, Grey Kingbird, Yellow-hooded and Red-breasted Blackbirds, Yellow Oriole and even a sleek Jaguarundi.

The following day we explored an area of rough pasture with emergent large trees and palms at the base of a forested limestone hill range. A pair of strutting Caribbean Horneros provided great looks and we also saw six Horned Screamers, Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Swallow-tailed Kite, White Hawk, Great Black Hawk, Laughing Falcon, American Kestrel, Peregrine, some colourful Red-and-green Macaws, Yellow-crowned Parrot, Groove-billed Ani, Striped Cuckoo, Vaux’s Swift, Lineated Woodpecker, Pale-breasted Spinetail, Straight-billed Woodcreeper, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, Ochre-breasted Flatbill, Tropical Pewee, Rusty-margined Flycatcher, Cinereous Becard, Grey Kingbird, Scrub Greenlet, Black-capped Donacobius, White-eared Conebill, Hooded Tanager, Eastern Meadowlark and Oriole Blackbird in this extremely birdy locality. Later we drove west through appealing desert habitat to Coro, the colonial capital of the state of Falcon. In the later hours of the day a well-preserved tract of splendid desert scrub yielded most of the expected specialities: Harris’s Hawk, Crested Bobwhite, Buffy Hummingbird, a fine-looking White-whiskered Spinetail, Northern Scrub Flycatcher, Slender-billed Inezia, Maracaibo Tody-Flycatcher, Orinocan Saltator, a male Vermilion Cardinal, Venezuelan Troupial and an Eastern Cottontail. A female Merlin perched up, but best of all were the 98 Yellow-shouldered Parrots that gathered at their roost. 

Next morning we returned to the same area, admired the parrots again and added Maracaibo Antshrike (a distinctive race of Black-crested Antshrike) to the list. Higher up in the Sierra de San Luis we encountered a well turned-out Black-backed Antshrike, Pearl Kite, Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant, Bicoloured Wren and Black-faced Grassquit. Stops on the long drive to Sanare in the Andean foothills of the state of Lara produced Least Grebe, Snail Kite, Lesser Nighthawk and Tocuyo Sparrow. We really savoured dinner in our very welcoming and snug lodge that evening, while the first rain in months added a refreshing aroma to the mountain air.

The early morning hours in the cloud forest of Yacambú National Park were enlivened by the presence of Band-tailed Pigeon, Orange-throated Sunangel, Booted Racket-tail, Masked Trogon, Olive-backed Woodcreeper, Variegated Bristle-Tyrant, Golden-breasted Fruiteater, Golden-rumped Euphonia and Saffron-crowned Tanager. We heard a very distant, sadly unreachable Great Antpitta and in the afternoon concentrated on the bird rich surroundings of a small lake. Several endemic Rusty-flanked Crakes gave good looks, a perky Rusty-breasted Antpitta behaved impeccably and other treasures included Least Grebe, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Sora, Violet-crowned Woodnymph, Steely-vented Hummingbird, Red-headed Barbet, Andean Toucanet, Yellow-legged and Pale-eyed Thrushes, Tennessee Warbler, Fulvous-headed Tanager and Yellow-bellied Siskin.

Our visit to a valley covered in xerophytic scrub in the lower foothills resulted in brilliant views of Tocuyo Sparrows and endemic Green-tailed Emeralds, together with Rufous-vented Chachalaca, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Rosy Thrush-Tanager (not performing all too well) Highland Hepatic Tanager, Ultramarine Grosbeak and Grey Pileated Finch. Later we started our long drive via the western side of the Andes through the states of Lara and Trujillo to the state of Mérida. A few stops produced several restricted range Pygmy Palm Swifts and Yellow Tyrannulet. A late afternoon in the upper tropical zone of the western Andes amongst coffee and cocoa plantations was enlivened by the presence of Orange-chinned Parakeet, Saffron-crowned Parrot (display!), Mealy Parrot, Sooty-capped Hermit, Golden-tailed Sapphire, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Russet-throated Puffbird, Black-mandibled and Citron-throated Toucans, Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet, Lemon-browed Flycatcher, Cinnamon Becard, Black-crowned Tityra, Black-chested Jay, Magpie and Crimson-backed Tanagers, Lesser Seed-Finch and Orange-crowned Oriole.

The rewards in the subtropical zone along the famous Azulita road included Rose-crowned Parakeet, a pair of rare Blue-fronted Parrotlets in flight, a furtive Grey-throated Warbler, Hook-billed Kite, Broad-winged Hawk, Green Violetear, Yellow-billed Toucanet, Stripe-breasted Spinetail, Slaty-capped Flycatcher, Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant, Black-billed Thrush, Black-and-white Seedeater and Yellow-backed Oriole. In the higher reaches Barred Becard, Yellow-throated Vireo, Whiskered Wren, Chestnut-bellied Thrush, a stylish Golden-winged Warbler and Masked Flowerpiercer granted good views. Busy feeders at an attractively situated lodge in the temperate zone gave us Orange-throated Sunangel, Collared Inca, Buff-tailed Coronet and White-sided Flowerpiercer. While doing the bird list that evening we heard the distinctive vocalizations of a Spectacled Owl and not too long after we obtained fabulous looks at this wonderful nightbird.

On the boat trip into the Catatumbo National Park in the southern reaches of Lake Maracaibo we first sailed along a tree-lined waterway where Cocoi, Green and Capped Herons, Green Ibis, King Vulture, Grey-headed Kite, Black-collared Hawk, Aplomado Falcon, Greater Ani, Short-tailed Swift, Collared Aracari, Prothonotary Warbler, 1000+Dickcissels and some Yellow-rumped Caciques showed. Several Tucuxi entertained us on the crossing of this immense lake and at a marshy inlet c20 Northern Screamers indulged at length. We all managed to obtain good scope views from our fairly stable boat. A magnificent male Long-winged Harrier drifted past and we also noted Common and Large-billed Terns and several Yellow-chinned Spinetails. Then followed a long drive into the Andes to northern Táchira state. A bout of birding in a stretch of upper temperate forest in late afternoon gave us Merida Tapaculo, Great Thrush, Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager, Merida Flowerpiercer and Slaty Brush-Finch, before we rolled into the lively Andean town of La Grita. Power cuts were sadly a way of life here, reminding us that not all is going well in the once prosperous country of Venezuela.

Our birding in the temperate forests of the Paramos de Batallon y La Negra National Parks benefitted from misty and drizzly conditions. There was activity throughout the day and we encountered several excellent mixed species flocks with sweet Pearled Treerunners, Black-capped and White-banded Tyrannulets, Mountain Elaenia, Agile Tit-Tyrant, Mountain Wren, White-fronted Redstart, Black-crested and Citrine Warblers, Blue-backed Conebill, Superciliaried and Grey-capped Hemispingi, Blue-and-black Tanager, Plushcap and Slaty Brush-Finch. A White-rumped Hawk perched close and allowed in depth scrutiny. Flowering bushes were visited by Mountain Velvetbreasts, endemic Golden-tailed Starfrontlets and Masked and Merida Flowerpiercers, while a fruiting Clusea tree held a couple of Andean Guans and several fetching Barred Fruiteaters. A couple of stolid Red-crested Cotingas sat up and overhead several Brown-bellied Swallows flitted about. We heard Grey-naped Antpitta and Ocellated Tapaculo, but response was nil.

The following day we visited some lower altitude habitat of the Paramos de Batallon y La Negra National Park, where in an extensive area of bamboo we had a fantastic encounter with a pair of very well performing Ocellated Tapaculos. They grovelled almost at our feet allowing every plumage detail and even the amazing long and straight hindclaw to be seen. A glorious, out of this world experience! Sadly only Jonathan managed to see the surreptitious Slaty-backed Hemispingus, but Rusty-faced Parrot, Rufous and White-browed Spinetails, Merida Tapaculo, good numbers of Barred and Green-and-black Fruiteaters, Black-collared Jay and Russet-crowned Warbler provided a quantum of solace. The afternoon was taken up by the long drive to the spreading city of Mérida, our base for exploring the higher reaches of the surrounding Sierra Nevada National Park. Multiple yellow flowering Tabebuia trees (the national tree of Venezuela) added a touch of colour to the interesting scenery.

The legendary Pico Humboldt trail leads through untouched temperate forest dotted with extensive patches of Chusquea bamboo on the slopes of the nearby snow-capped mountains. We spent a lot of time trying to get to grips with Chestnut-crowned and endemic Grey-naped Antpittas that were calling all around us on our leisurely walk and luring us into the densest patches of shrubbery. Eventually the former showed very well to all of us and the latter quite well to some lucky souls. Other species here included Plain-breasted Hawk, Barred Forest-Falcon, Lined Quail-Dove, Longuemare’s Sunangel, Golden-headed Quetzal and Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush. After this delightful walk, we followed a shrub-lined stream, where a pair of eye-catching Torrent Duck, White-capped Dipper, Torrent Tyrannulet, a pretty endemic Blackish Chat-Tyrant and Yellow-browed Tyrant indulged. In the gardens of our hacienda-like hotel a Tropical Screech-Owl granted cracking views, and a moth-eating Black Phoebe attracted attention during dinner.

Next morning, we waved goodbye to Gavin and started the extension by driving up into the soaring Andes of Mérida. The highest mountain in Venezuela, Pico Bolivar (4,981m) towered high above us and soon we entered the very picturesque paramo of the Pico Aguila pass. We were surrounded by thousands of appealing frailejon plants (Espeletia sp), but just a few showed yellow flowers. We walked through the breathtaking paramo at an altitude of c3900m, amidst some tremendous scenery and observed Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Bar-winged Cinclodes, Andean Tit-Spinetail, Ochre-browed Thistletail, Streak-backed Canastero, Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant, a animated Merida Wren, Plumbeous Sierra-Finch, Plain-coloured Seedeater and Andean Siskin. A visit to Lago Mucubaji gave us Andean Teal, Osprey, Merlin and White-tailed Deer. In late afternoon we reached the enchanting Hotel Los Frailes, where a Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant welcomed us.

Persistent rain throughout the morning ruined part of our walk along the fabled San Isidro track, which leads through a magnificent valley cloaked in unscathed subtropical forest. It was very quiet throughout the day, but luckily we found a fruiting tree with several Andean Cock-of-the-Rock. Three members of the party descended the steep slope to the lek and saw several males of this outrageous species display. A Red-ruffed Fruitcrow was foraging in a Cecropia, a party of Scaly-naped Parrots flew over, a Bronzy Inca hovered at a fuchsia, Cliff Flycatchers patrolled a quarry, a nervous Swainson’s Thrush fed on some Miconia berries and a pair of Golden-rumped Euphonias were engaged in nest building. A colony of Greater Spear-nosed Bats in a tunnel proved quite a sight.

Our final morning in the paramo was a glorious one, as the weather was perfect and a female Bearded Helmetcrest behaved impeccably in the telescope. What a fantastic observation! A male was less obliging, but the group was in very high spirits after studying this much-wanted gem in depth and at length! Most of the other paramo specials showed well again, especially Andean Tit-Spinetail, Bar-winged Cinclodes, Andean Siskin and Paramo Pipit. We also were able to admire the rare atmospheric phenomenon of a sundog or parhelion. After lunch we explored the gardens of our lodge and enjoyed fabulous looks at the endemic Golden-tailed Starfrontlet, while Sue found a male Purple-backed Thornbill. The last hours of the day produced superb views of Torrent Duck, White-capped Dipper and Torrent Tyrannulet along the Santo Domingo river.

The following day was the birdiest day of the tour as we observed a total of no fewer than 177 bird species and heard a few more. It started with a leisurely walk along the Rio Barragán in the lower foothills of the Andes. While ambling through secondary woodland and cocoa plantations along an almost dry river we noted new birds like White-bearded Hermit, Northern Violaceous Trogon, Many-banded Aracari, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Black-tailed Tityra, Violaceous Jay, a cracking Rufous-and-white Wren and White-shouldered Tanager. We then left the Andes behind and first drove through rather birdless sugar cane and sunflower fields before reaching the proper llanos with its extensive grasslands, marshes, ponds and sluggish, meandering rivers. Birds were everywhere and each short stop added a multitude of species to the list. Goodies included Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Sharp-tailed Ibis, Wood and Maguari Storks, Jabiru, King Vulture, lots of Yellow-billed and Large-billed Terns, Black Skimmer, Plain-breasted Ground-Dove, White-headed Marsh-Tyrant, lots of migrating Barn Swallows and Yellow-browed Sparrow. In mid afternoon we arrived at famous Hato El Cedral, where upon entering we were welcomed by a splendid Giant Anteater. After getting organized we walked around our comfy chalets and enjoyed the extravagant waterbird spectacle consisting of three species of Whistling-Duck, Orinoco Geese with lots of goslings, Comb Duck, Northern Shoveler (rare here), Blue-winged and Brazilian Teal, Pinnated Bittern, Buff-necked Ibis, lots of ultra bright Scarlet Ibises, White Ibis, Double-striped Thick-knee, Pied Plover, Least and Stilt Sandpipers and South American Snipe. Other species included Scarlet Macaw, Great Horned and Burrowing Owls, Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Glaucous Tanager, Red-capped Cardinal, Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch, Grassland Sparrow and amazing numbers of amphibious Capybaras.

Our first full day at Hato El Cedral started with a morning walk through gallery woodland along a river. Here we heard Collared Forest-Falcon and found coveys of Crested Bobwhite, Hoatzin, Great Potoo on a day roost, Rusty-backed Spinetail, Jet Antbird, River Tyrannulet, Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher, Short-crested and endemic White-bearded Flycatchers, Buff-breasted Wren, smart Orinocan Saltators and a second Giant Anteater. The lodge area gave us Barn Owl, Spot-breasted Woodpecker, a dainty White-naped Xenopsaris, Green Iguanas and a frightfully impressive Orinocan Crocodile. In the afternoon we returned to the wetlands and nearby scrub and next to the already seen multitudes of waterbirds, we came across two female-plumaged Masked Duck, a Harris’s Hawk (with a Wattled Jacana in its talons), a Dwarf Cuckoo and scores of Spectacled Caimans. Strategic positioning at dusk produced Boat-billed Heron, Band-tailed, Lesser and several Nacunda Nighthawks at close range.

A Northern Lesser Long-nosed Armadillo running about at dawn was a very good omen for our last full day in Venezuela. The fabulous boat trip through the incomparably rich wetlands and along a creek through well-developed gallery woodland was one of the highlights of the tour as high quality birds and mammals kept popping up in front of our optical gear. Next to the incredible waterbird spectacle with its multitudes of Ibises, herons, ducks, waders and terns we encountered no fewer than ten Agami Herons, a cracking male Yellow-knobbed Curassow, a fabulous Zigzag Heron (scope views!), Sungrebe, 10+Sunbitterns, American Pygmy Kingfisher, a male Amazonian Black Tyrant, two Brazilian Tapirs and a 3.5m long Green Anaconda. In contrast, our afternoon search for Pale-headed Jacamar in a stretch of riverine scrub was a total failure, although a couple of Pink River Dolphins showed well. At dusk several Common Pauraques and a Little Nightjar obliged and a pair of Crab-eating Foxes provided a fitting end to a splendid trip.

SYSTEMATIC LIST
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leaders are indicated by the symbol (NL).
Subspecies names are given where known and/or appropriate, either in a comment or in parentheses.


TINAMIDAE
Grey Tinamou  Tinamus tao  (H): We heard the distinctive call in the San Isidro valley.
Highland Tinamou  Nothocercus bonapartei: The characteristic vocalizations were noted in the higher reaches of Henri Pittier National Park and one was flushed by several group members at the Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek in the San Isidro valley.
Little Tinamou  Crypturellus soui  (H): We heard this widespread species in the foothills of the Andes. The tinamous belonging to the genus Crypturellus are usually notoriously difficult to see. Most species of this family are polygamous, with the smaller males performing the domestic tasks and their eggs are beautifully coloured.
Brown Tinamou  Crypturellus obsoletus  (H): The police car whistles of this secretive species were heard in Yacambú National Park and along the Azulita road.

PODICIPEDIDAE
Least Grebe  Tachybaptus dominicus: Small numbers were observed in Yacambú National Park.
Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps: A handful of observations at Hato El Cedral.

PELECANIDAE
Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis: Just a few along the Caribbean coast.

PHALACROCORACIDAE
Neotropic Cormorant (Olivaceous C)  Phalacrocorax brasilianus: Regular sightings. Largest numbers were found in the llanos, with daily counts of up to 500 birds.

ANHINGIDAE
Anhinga (Darter)  Anhinga anhinga: A common sight in the llanos, and scattered individuals were seen elsewhere. ‘Anhinga’ is a Tupi (Brazilian) Indian name for the Devil bird, an evil spirit of the woods.

FREGATIDAE
Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens: These wonderful and spectacular kleptoparasites with their highly distinctive flight silhouette were a regular feature at the coast. Frigatebirds have the lowest wing-loading (low weight in contrast to large wing area) of all birds, enabling them to be amongst the most nimble of fliers.

ANHIMIDAE
Horned Screamer  Anhima cornuta: Six birds were found perched in distant palms at Cerro La Misión and two showed briefly on our boat trip in the Ciénagas de Catatumbo National Park.
Northern Screamer  Chauna chavaria: Good, albeit somewhat distant observations of no fewer than 20 birds perched in bushes and treetops in the Ciénagas de Catatumbo National Park (during our boat trip out of Puerto Concha, at the southern side of Lake Maracaibo). It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.

ANATIDAE
Fulvous Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna bicolor: Just a few birds were found scattered in between large numbers of Black-bellied and White-faced Whistling-Ducks at Hato El Cedral. Nowadays the least numerous whistling-duck in Venezuela, this species has undergone a steep decline. It is especially fond of rice (more so than its congeners) and has suffered from pesticides and from rice harvesting during the breeding period. Whistling-Ducks are sometimes placed in the family Dendrocygnidae.
White-faced Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna viduata: Abundant in the llanos, especially at Hato El Cedral. One of the very few bird species that breeds in both South America and Africa.
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis: Abundant in the llanos, especially at Hato El Cedral. A few were also seen elsewhere. Both this and the previous species mainly feed at night.
Orinoco Goose  Neochen jubata: Regular sightings at Hato El Cedral which at the time of the last census held a population of about 300 birds. We saw several pairs with cute chicks. Sadly this spectacular species is very sensitive to hunting pressure and it has all but disappeared from neighbouring ranches. It only survives in well-protected areas. Its future in Venezuela seems bleak now that the Chavez government has expropriated many big ranches for gigantic rice schemes. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Comb Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos: Small numbers were seen at Hato El Cedral.
Torrent Duck  Merganetta armata: A pair of these splendid ducks showed particularly well at the base of the Sierra Nevada National Park and again in the Santo Domingo Valley.
Andean Teal  Anas andium: Very nice views of small numbers in the Mérida Andes. Note that Restall et al in their “Birds of Northern South America: An Identification Guide” split off the Venezuelan and northeast Colombian population as Merida Speckled Teal  Anas altipetens.
Blue-winged Teal  Anas discors: At least 1000 wintering birds were in view at Hato El Cedral and a few were seen elsewhere. Note that the Hilty field guide gives the genus description under the name Anus (!).
Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata: A single drake was found amongst the many Blue-winged Teal at Hato El Cedral. There are only a handful of observations of this Holarctic duck for Venezuela.
Brazilian Teal (B Duck) Amazonetta brasiliensis: Small numbers of this modestly-clad duck were found in the llanos.
Masked Duck  Oxyura dominica: Two female-plumaged birds were located amongst the flotillas of other ducks in the Hato El Cedral marshes. Note that this species was recently placed in its own genus: Nomonyx.

PHOENICOPTERIDAE
American Flamingo (Caribbean Flamingo)  Phoenicopterus ruber: Sadly, only two were found along the Chichiriviche causeway, where usually several hundred birds can be seen feeding. Presumably due to the extremely dry circumstances the flamingos had moved on to more productive feeding areas. The current world population of this New World form apparently stands at c80,000-90,000 birds at four main breeding colonies, in Mexico, Cuba, the Bahamas and Bonaire (Netherlands Antilles). Apparently all Venezuelan birds are Bonaire breeders that visit coastal areas on the mainland to forage.

ARDEIDAE
Pinnated Bittern  Botaurus pinnatus: Excellent close up views of several birds at Hato El Cedral. Though this species has quite a wide range in the Neotropics it is quite localized and it can be hard to come by.
Zigzag Heron  Zebrilus undulatus: Fantastic prolonged scope views of an adult of this secretive, much-wanted and highly-appealing species in dense riverine vegetation at Hato El Cedral. The number two in the Bird of the Trip game.
Rufescent Tiger-Heron  Tigrisoma lineatum: Numerous and well-appreciated in the llanos. We all got to know the distinctive, almost bittern-like plumage of the immature birds well! Tiger-herons and bitterns are the only ones in the family that don’t breed in colonies.
Fasciated Tiger-Heron  Tigrisoma fasciatum: First-rate views of three well-behaved birds in the lower reaches of Henri Pittier National Park.
Cocoi Heron (White-necked H)  Ardea cocoi: Large numbers of the ‘cock-eyed heron’ were observed in the llanos, and smaller numbers elsewhere. This species’ name is derived from one of the Indian languages, in this case from that of the Cayenne Indians from north-eastern South America.
Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias: No fewer than six showed quite well near Chichiriviche and we also found one at Hato El Cedral, from where there are only one or two previous records! It is a winter visitor on the mainland of Venezuela, but a breeding bird on the islands of Los Roques.
Great Egret  Ardea alba: Regular sightings, with the largest concentrations found in the llanos. This species was formerly placed in the monotypic genus Casmerodius.
Snowy Egret  Egretta thula: In the llanos not as prominent as the previous species, but still common. Small numbers were noted elsewhere. Thula is an Araucano (Chilean) Indian name for the Black-necked Swan, erroneously given to the Snowy Egret!
Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea: Another frequently observed species, and particularly common at Hato El Cedral. It was formerly often placed in the genus Florida.
Reddish Egret  Egretta rufescens: 25 ‘dancing’ and ‘prancing’ birds were scoped up near Chichiriviche. Both white and dark morphs were noted. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Tricoloured Heron (Louisiana H)  Egretta tricolor: A pretty heron of mostly salt/brackish water areas, granting fine scope views in the same area.
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis: Numerous and widespread. An emigrant from the Old World that may have arrived on the northeast coast of South America as early as the 1870s (first reported in Colombia in 1917). The date of arrival in Venezuela is unknown, but the first specimen was taken in 1943. Largely a terrestrial feeder, reports of stomach contents have shown that grasshoppers are their main prey item.
Striated Heron  Butorides striatus: Regular sightings, with the largest numbers found in the llanos. A species which often uses bait when fishing in shallow water with little or no current. From a low perch the bird drops an insect, earthworm or other food item into the water and seizes fish that are attracted to the bait. Note that the Hilty field guide (and probably many others) do not describe a rare rufous morph of this species, probably leading to many false claims of Green Heron B. virescens.
Green Heron  Butorides virescens: A couple of observations of this northern migrant on our boat trip in the Ciénagas de Catatumbo National Park and along the Rio Barragán in the Andean foothills.
Agami Heron (Chestnut-bellied Heron)  Agamia agami: Exquisite close-up views of no fewer than 10(!) birds during the boat trip at Hato El Cedral. To many people this is the most beautiful New World heron. It scored very well in the Bird of the Trip game.
Whistling Heron  Syrigma sibilatrix: Another smart heron, small numbers of which showed well at Hato El Cedral. Its evocative Brazilian name is Maria-faceira (= Maria with lots of make-up).
Capped Heron  Pilherodius pileatus: Six observations of this most elegant species.
Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax: This well-known species was numerous in the llanos.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron  Nyctanassa violacea: An adult was noted at the Yacambú National Park lagoon (at an altitude of 1400m), another on our Puerto Concha boat ride and several more birds at Hato El Cedral.
Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearius: Some great looks at this awkward nocturnal feeder at Hato El Cedral. It was formerly placed in its own family, the Cochleariidae, but recent DNA work has shown that this crepuscular and nocturnal species is related to the tiger-herons.

THRESKIORNITHIDAE
Buff-necked Ibis  Theristicus caudatus: Regular, conspicuous and vociferous in the llanos.
Sharp-tailed Ibis  Cercibis oxycerca: Several nice observations of this very localized and impressive ibis. The Venezuelan llanos are by far the easiest place to see this uncommon species.
Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis: Regular sightings in the llanos. Everything about this bird is green. The scientific name refers to Cayenne or French Guyana, an epithet that in early ornithology usually indicated a species of otherwise unknown provenance.
Bare-faced Ibis (Whispering Ibis)  Phimosus infuscatus: Another ibis which was frequently observed in the llanos, but small numbers were also seen elsewhere.
White Ibis  Eudocimus albus: Regular sightings in the llanos and usually associated with the following species.
Scarlet Ibis  Eudocimus ruber: Fantastic sightings of this unbelievably bright, shockingly red species at close range and in good numbers in the llanos. We also saw small numbers at Chichiriviche, where the birds seem even more intense red. A true marvel of a bird!!
Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus: Up to 30 a day were noted in the llanos.
Roseate Spoonbill  Ajaia ajaja: Fair numbers were observed daily in the llanos.

CICONIIDAE
Wood Stork (American Wood-Ibis)  Mycteria americana: Daily sightings in the llanos.
Maguari Stork  Euxenura maguari: Daily observations in the llanos. Up to 100 birds a day were seen at Hato El Cedral. Though at present not considered to be threatened, the South American storks could easily crash before the extent of the decline would really be evident. In 1987 the total Venezuelan population of Maguari Storks was reckoned to be under 5000 and decreasing, with declines of 90-100% in some places over the ten previous years or so.
Jabiru  Jabiru mycteria: The largest of the New World storks and a truly impressive beast, with quite a few birds showing at close range in the llanos.

CATHARTIDAE
King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa: Three were seen well on the Puerto Concha boat trip and another three were noted on our drive to Hato El Cedral.
Black Vulture (American B V)  Coragyps atratus: Numerous and widespread. After the opinions of a few 19th century taxonomists were long ignored, studies in the last few decades have suggested that New World vultures are modified storks and don't belong with the raptors, so now they are usually considered to be a subfamily of the Ciconiidae; an excellent example of convergent evolution. However the relationship with storks has recently been questioned. Keep watching the issue! In any event fossil cathartids can be recognized as early as the middle Eocene.
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura: Another very frequently observed vulture. Note that vultures in this genus, along with kiwis and some petrels, are among the few birds in the world which have a highly developed sense of smell.
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Savanna Vulture)  Cathartes burrovianus: Several during the Puerto Concha boat ride and we also found small numbers of this marsh country species in the llanos. Remarkably similar to the previous species at first glance, and we probably partially overlooked this species as we didn’t check every Cathartes vulture.

PANDIONIDAE
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus: No fewer than 19 observations, with about half of our sightings in the llanos. One bird was noted at Laguna Mucubaji at an altitude of 3450m! A cosmopolitan species, though in South America ospreys are only found as wintering or occasionally over summering birds. Sometimes this family is merged in the Accipitridae, but given that Pandion can be recognized as a genus in the fossil record as far back as the Oligocene, family rank may be more appropriate. Note that recent genetic studies support the suggestion that the five recognized subspecies be treated as distinct (at least phylogenetic) species. Pandion (Greek mythology) was the King of Attica, whose tragic daughters, Philomela and Progne, were transformed into a nightingale and a swallow respectively.

ACCIPITRIDAE
Grey-headed Kite  Leptodon cayanensis: Two nice sightings of this distinctive species on the Puerto Concha boat ride. One of the birds showed off its lovely display flight.
Hook-billed Kite  Chondrohierax uncinatus: A nice observation of a female along the Azulita road.
Swallow-tailed Kite (American S-t K)  Elanoides forficatus: No fewer than 15 observations of this magnificent species. One of the most graceful birds of prey in the world.
Pearl Kite  Gampsonyx swainsonii: One showed nicely in the desert zone near Coro.
White-tailed Kite  Elanus leucurus: A single sighting of this dainty species.
Snail Kite  Rostrhamus sociabilis: Good views of males and females on our Puerto Concha boat ride. Small numbers were also noted on the days we drove to and back from Hato El Cedral. The apple snails (Pomacea sp.) which this species feeds on must be scarce or absent at the hato itself (possibly due to the water level control there which could affect the snail’s breeding cycle), as both Snail Kites and Limpkins (another bird relishing these snails) seem to be rather thin on the ground there.
Plumbeous Kite  Ictinia plumbea: Two observations of this aerial raptor in the lower foothills at Henri Pittier.
Long-winged Harrier  Circus buffoni: A gorgeous male showed very well while gliding low over the Lake Maracaibo marshes on our Puerto Concha boat ride. A glorious species!
Crane Hawk  Geranospiza caerulescens: Four encounters with this distinctive hawk. The Crane Hawk superficially recalls the Afrotropical Harrier Hawk (or Gymnogene), but it is smaller and more lightly built, with relatively longer legs.
Plain-breasted Hawk  Accipiter ventralis: Four observations of this small Accipiter.
White Hawk  Leucopternis albicollis: A single perched bird was scoped on a distant slope at Cerro La Misión.
Savanna Hawk  Buteogallus meridionalis: Many great looks at this bulky open country raptor.
Common Black-Hawk  Buteogallus anthracinus: Regular observations.
Great Black-Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga: Eight observations at Hato El Cedral and also one at Cerro La Misión.
Harris’s Hawk (Bay-winged H)  Parabuteo unicinctus: A handful of sightings. Two species may be involved: Harris’s Hawk P. harrisi (the form concerned) and Bay-winged Hawk P. unicinctus. There are differences in size, plumage and behaviour.
Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis: Ten birds were seen on the Puerto Concha boat ride, and more of these smart raptors were observed at Hato El Cedral.
Solitary Eagle (Black Solitary Eagle)  Harpyhaliaetus solitarius: Great looks at a soaring pair of this rarely-encountered bird of prey at Rancho Grande (Henri Pittier NP). Remember the distinctive silhouette! Mike’s favourite! It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle (B-c Eagle, B-c Eagle-Buzzard)  Geranoaetus melanoleucus: A distinctive bird of prey of higher elevations, showing very well in the paramos of Pico Aguila.
Grey Hawk  Buteo nitidus: This attractively-patterned dry country species was seen several times.
Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris: Regular observations. Note that a recent genetic study advocates the resurrection of the genus Rupornis for this species.
White-rumped Hawk  Buteo leucorrhous: A fantastic close up observation of this distinctive montane forest species in the northern Táchira Andes.
Broad-winged Hawk  Buteo platypterus: Seven sightings. The only Buteo regularly wintering in Venezuela.
Short-tailed Hawk  Buteo brachyurus: Three observations of pale morph birds.
Zone-tailed Hawk  Buteo albonotatus: This Turkey Vulture mimic was beautifully observed in the lower reaches of Henri Pittier National Park and in the llanos.
White-tailed Hawk  Buteo albicaudatus: Small numbers of this large and handsome Buteo were seen. We obtained great looks at several birds attending a forest fire in the lower reaches of Henri Pittier NP.
Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle  Spizastur melanoleucus: This dashing small eagle was rather briefly seen at Rancho Grande in Henri Pittier NP.
Black Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus tyrannus: No fewer than four nice sightings of this vocal species.

FALCONIDAE
Northern Crested-Caracara (Crested C)  Caracara cheriway: Numerous encounters.
Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima: Numerous encounters.
Barred Forest-Falcon  Micrastur ruficollis: All too brief views of a flying bird along the Pico Humboldt trail, where several birds kept calling throughout the day.
Collared Forest-Falcon  Micrastur semitorquatus  (H): We heard the distinctive far carrying, hollow call emanating from a patch of gallery forest at Hato El Cedral.
Laughing Falcon (L Hawk)  Herpetotheres cachinnans: No fewer than eight tremendous observations of this snake specialist. This species’ distinctive laughter was heard a couple of times.
American Kestrel  Falco sparverius: Regular sightings.
Merlin  Falco columbarius: This wintering species showed three times. Most remarkable was the female that performed so well at an altitude of 3450m at Lake Mucubaji in the Andes.
Aplomado Falcon  Falco femoralis: A very handsome falcon, showing well on four occasions. Aplomado refers to the lead-coloured upperparts of the bird (plomo = lead in Spanish).
Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis: Three very nice encounters with this swift bird of prey. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus: Two observations of this well-known wintering species.

CRACIDAE
Rufous-vented Chachalaca  Ortalis ruficauda: Many excellent observations of this noisy cracid.
Band-tailed Guan  Penelope argyrotis: Some great views at several localities. This species is endemic to Venezuela and north-eastern Colombia.
Andean Guan  Penelope montagnii: This species replaces the previous one at higher elevations in the Andes. We enjoyed several observations, both in northern Táchira (above La Grita) and in Mérida along the Pico Humboldt trail.
Yellow-knobbed Curassow  Crax daubentoni: We obtained excellent views of a male of this attractive species at Hato El Cedral. What a great hair-do! It is endemic to Venezuela and North-eastern Colombia. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International
Northern Helmeted Curassow  Pauxi pauxi  (H): We heard the distinctive low-pitched humming song of a male of this rarely encountered species just after dawn at Henri Pittier National Park. This remarkable cracid is endemic to Venezuela and north-eastern Colombia. It is considered as ‘Endangered’ by BirdLife International.

ODONTOPHORIDAE
Crested Bobwhite  Colinus cristatus: Great looks at several coveys at Hato El Cedral.
Venezuelan Wood-Quail  Odontophorus columbianus  (H): We heard its distinctive vocalizations at Henri Pittier National Park. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.

RALLIDAE
Rusty-flanked Crake  Laterallus levraudi: It took a while, but in the end we all got to see this skulker very well at Laguna El Blanquito in Yacambú National Park. This little-known crake is endemic to Venezuela. It is considered ‘Endangered’ by BirdLife International.
Sora  Porzana carolina: A single wintering bird showed well at the same location.
Plain-flanked Rail  Rallus wetmorei: Superb looks at a very responsive pair in the Tucacas mangroves. In spite of locally being quite common, this rail’s range is very small and the species has been categorized as Endangered by BirdLife International, with a population estimated between 250 and 1000 individuals. It has been suggested that this species is better regarded as a race of Clapper Rail R. longirostris……
Grey-necked Wood-Rail  Aramides cajanea: Many great looks at this handsome rail at Hato El Cedral, here of the nominate race. Aramides means ‘resembling a limpkin’ (Aramus).
Purple Gallinule (American P G)  Porphyrula martinica: A few. Named after the island of Martinique in the West Indies, a French overseas department home to – among others – the Martinique Oriole.
Common Gallinule (Moorhen, C Moorhen)  Gallinula chloropus: Regular observations. Note that the SACC (South American Classification Committee) has recently decided that the New World races should be considered a separate species: Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata, based mainly on vocal differences. The name Laughing Moorhen has also been mentioned. The Old World races would retain the name Common Moorhen.
Caribbean Coot  Fulica caribaea: Eight birds were counted at the El Blanquito Lagoon in Yacambú National Park. A variation on a familiar theme. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.

HELIORNITHIDAE
Sungrebe  Heliornis fulica: Great looks at a single bird on our boat trip at Hato El Cedral. We even managed to see the black and yellow feet. This is the smallest of the three ’finfoots’. The Sungrebe is unique as males have marsupial-like pouches underneath the wings in which they can transport the chicks in flight. This adaptation is unique among birds.

EURYPYGIDAE
Sunbittern  Eurypyga helias: Nine observations of this inimitable and magnificent bird in the llanos. A bird with no living close relatives, and of a still uncertain taxonomic position. Several studies have indicated a distant relationship with the Kagu (Rhynochetos jubatus) of New Caledonia, based on morphological and behavioural characteristics, as well as egg-white protein studies. It has been suggested that both species originate from the Mesozoic biota of Gondwanaland (dinosaur days!), the supercontinent that was broken up and separated by continental drift in the late Cretaceous and early Cenozoic. Although the gross anatomy of Sunbittern and Kagu are different, they share the same kind of soft, lax feathers.

ARAMIDAE
Limpkin  Aramus guarauna: Fair numbers of this elegant, snail-eating bird were found on the Puerto Concha boat ride and on the journey to and from Hato El Cedral.

BURHINIDAE
Double-striped Thick-knee  Burhinus bistriatus: Regular and not at all shy at Hato El Cedral. Magical studies!

CHARADRIIDAE
Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis: This widespread species was particularly numerous in the llanos. More than one species may be involved.
Pied Plover (P Lapwing)  Hoploxypterus cayanus: Frequent observations of this striking wader in the llanos. This species probably forms the link between the Vanellus lapwings (in which genus it is sometimes placed) and the Charadrius plovers.



RECURVIROSTRIDAE
Black-necked Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus: Daily sightings at Hato El Cedral, and we also found many near Chichiriviche.

JACANIDAE
Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana: Abundant in the llanos, with scattered sightings elsewhere. The name jacana is derived from the Tupi (Brazilian) Indian word jasaná, so the right pronunciation should really be ‘jasaná’. Amazingly long toes!!

SCOLOPACIDAE
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca: Six were counted during our rather limited stops near Chichiriviche, and a few birds were seen elsewhere.
Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes: Just a few at Chichiriviche, and quite a few more in the llanos.
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria: Many sightings at Hato El Cedral.
Willet  Catoptrophorus semipalmatus: Two birds were seen along the coast.
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia: Scattered encounters. 
Hudsonian Whimbrel  Numenius hudsonicus: Three encounters along the coast.
Sanderling  Calidris alba: A group of 12 were playing with the waves along the coast.
Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla: Small numbers were noted at Hato El Cedral.
Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos: Seven showed well at Hato El Cedral.
Stilt Sandpiper  Calidris himantopus: Good numbers (100+) of this distinctive wader were observed at Hato El Cedral.
South American Snipe (Paraguayan S)  Gallinago paraguaiae: A few sightings at Hato El Cedral.

LARIDAE
Laughing Gull  Larus atricilla: A few observations only.
Gull-billed Tern  Sterna nilotica: The only wintering tern found away from the coast, with small numbers found at several localities.
Royal Tern  Sterna maxima: Small numbers were noted along the coast.
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo: Three were found on Lake Maracaibo.
Yellow-billed Tern (Amazon Tern)  Sterna superciliaris: 50+ showed in the llanos.
Large-billed Tern  Phaetusa simplex: This well-marked Neotropical tern greatly outnumbered the previous species in the llanos.
Black Skimmer  Rynchops nigra: Frequently observed in the llanos, with at least 200 birds present at Hato El Cedral.

COLUMBIDAE
Rock Pigeon (Rock Dove, Feral Pigeon)  Columba livia: No comment...
Band-tailed Pigeon  Columba fasciata: Regular sightings at middle/higher elevations. A widespread species, ranging from British Columbia (Canada) down into northern Argentina, though the southern races crissalis, roraimae and albilinea (= the one we saw) are sometimes regarded as a separate species, White-necked Pigeon C. albilinea. Also note that recent research has shown that the genus Columba is paraphyletic, with New World taxa being more closely related to Streptopelia than to Old World Columba pigeons. This is consistent with differences between New World and Old World Columba in terms of morphology, serology and behaviour, and the suggestion was made to place all New World forms in the genus Patagioenas. The South American Classification Committee (SACC) and the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU) recently adopted this change.
Bare-eyed Pigeon  Columba corensis: This dry-country pigeon and near-endemic was seen well in dry country near Coro (the colonial city, now a World Heritage Site, after which the species was named).
Pale-vented Pigeon  Columba cayennensis: This widespread pigeon, here of the race andersoni, was found in good numbers in the Maracaibo Basin, the eastern foothills of the Andes and the llanos.
Ruddy Pigeon  Columba subvinacea: Several encounters with the race zuliae.
Eared Dove  Zenaida auriculata: Frequent sightings, particularly in the llanos where this species was common. Note that Venezuelan races show rusty tail tips.
Scaled Dove  Scardafella squammata: Scattered encounters in drier country throughout, but especially numerous in the llanos. As with quite a few other birds we were able to familiarize ourselves with the dorsal view of this species as birds scuttled off the roads in front of our ‘safari vehicle’.
Common Ground-Dove (Scaly G-D)  Columbina passerina: Only a few, in the arid habitats of the northwest.
Plain-breasted Ground-Dove  Columbina minuta: Just a few of these diminutive doves in the llanos.
Ruddy Ground-Dove  Columbina talpacoti: Common in the llanos, with a handful of sightings. elsewhere. Nobody seems to know what talpacoti means or where it comes from.
Blue Ground-Dove  Claravis pretiosa: A male was seen at Henri Pittier NP and also at Hato El Cedral.
White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi: Regularly heard/seen. The bird is named after Jules Pierre Verreaux (1808-1873), a French collector, naturalist and natural history dealer, who also has (amongst others) an eagle, a coua and a turaco bearing his name.
Lined Quail-Dove  Geotrygon linearis: Some participants had fair views of this unobtrusive dove along the Pico Humboldt trail or at San Isidro and everyone heard the distinctive song.

PSITTACIDAE
Military Macaw  Ara militaris  (NL): Six birds were seen in flight over the xerophytic valleys near Mérida. It is considered as ‘Vulnerable by BirdLife International.
Scarlet Macaw  Ara macao: Small numbers of these giant parrots were observed in full grace at Hato El Cedral. The words ‘macao’ or ‘macaw’ were derived from the Tupi Indian language.
Red-and-green Macaw  Ara chloroptera: Fantastic views of these huge macaws at Cerro La Misión. Sometimes called the Green-winged Macaw. Gwen’s favourite.
Chestnut-fronted Macaw  Ara severa: A good bit smaller than the previous two species, this one was encountered in quite a few places, even in the Maracay suburbs.
Scarlet-fronted Parakeet  Aratinga wagleri: Regular encounters. Note that it has been suggested that southern populations (Ecuador and Peru) may represent a separate species, the Cordilleran Parakeet A. frontata. It is also worth pointing out that quite a few books use the English name ‘conure’ for parakeets in this and the next genus.
Brown-throated Parakeet  Aratinga pertinax: Regular sightings of the race venezuelae.
Blood-eared Parakeet (Red-eared P)  Pyrrhura hoematotis: Great studies of this Venezuelan endemic in Henri Pittier National Park.
Rose-crowned Parakeet (Rose-headed P)  Pyrrhura rhodocephala: Another endemic, which is only found in the Andes. We had nice scope views of these smart parakeets on several occasions.
Green-rumped Parrotlet  Forpus passerinus: Frequent encounters with this diminutive parrot.
Orange-chinned Parakeet (Tovi P)  Brotogeris jugularis: Just a few, but excellent scope views of perched birds nevertheless.
Blue-fronted Parrotlet  Touit dilectissima: A couple of birds flew past one of our viewpoints along the Azulita road. A very rarely-encountered species.
Saffron-headed Parrot  Pionopsitta pyrilia: Fantastic views of a perched and displaying pair along the Rio Frio road. A truly wonderful species!. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Rusty-faced Parrot  Hapalopsittaca amazonina: Great perched views for most of us while we were trying to concentrate on the Ocellated Tapaculo at Paramo Zumbador. It is considered as ‘Vulnerable’ by BirdLife International.
Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus: A few encounters, including small numbers along the Turiamo road (north side of Henri Pittier NP). The scientific species name refers to the red crissum also typical of other members of this genus. 
Red-billed Parrot  Pionus sordidus: Excellent scope studies of perched birds at Rancho Grande (Henri Pittier National Park).
White-capped Parrot  Pionus seniloides  (H): We heard the calls of this species along the Pico Humboldt trail.
Yellow-shouldered Parrot (Y-s Amazon)  Amazona barbadensis: One of our prime targets in the arid northwest, and we obtained really nice views of about 100 birds flying to and from their roost site. Another erroneous toponym, as this species, restricted to Venezuela and Bonaire (formerly also Aruba), doesn’t occur anywhere near Barbados. The species has been ranked as ‘Vulnerable’ by BirdLife International. Jonathan’s favourite.
Yellow-crowned Parrot (Y-c Amazon)  Amazona ochrocephala: Small numbers of these talkative parrots were found all along our itinerary. Note that recent research does not support the current way of dividing the complex into three species. Either all forms ought to be lumped or what is currently known as A. ochrocephala ought to be further subdivided into three species.
Orange-winged Parrot (O-w Amazon)  Amazona amazonica: Small numbers of this garrulous parrot were seen on the Puerto Concha boat ride and near Chichiriviche.
Scaly-naped Parrot (S-n Amazon)  Amazona mercenaria: Five birds were seen and heard along the San Isidro track.
Mealy Parrot (M Amazon)  Amazona farinosa: A single, rather noisy bird was noted along the Rio Frio road.

CUCULIDAE
Dwarf Cuckoo  Coccyzus pumilus: An excellent close-up of this diminutive cuckoo at Hato El Cedral. This lovely species is endemic to Colombia and Venezuela.
Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana: Regular sightings.
Greater Ani  Crotophaga major: At least 20 birds were counted on the Puerto Concha boat ride. In the llanos this species is only a seasonal visitor: They are mainly found here from late April to November (rainy season), with small numbers lingering until January, and a few locally throughout the dry season.
Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani: The most frequently encountered ani. Note that the generic name has been derived from the Greek words kroton, a tick, and phagos, ‘eater’. In many parts of South America Smooth-billed Anis have the (false?) reputation of eating ticks off cattle, the reason for the recent introduction and spread of this species in the Galapagos Islands (where of course it is having an impact on the fragile island ecology).
Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris: Mainly a dry-country species, that we saw well at Cerro La Misión and at Hato El Cedral.
Striped Cuckoo (American S C)  Tapera naevia: Perfect scope views of a singing bird at Cerro La Misión and also seen at Hato El Cedral. A few were heard elsewhere. One of only three parasitic cuckoos of the New World, favouring hosts with domed nests like spinetails and wrens.
Pavonine Cuckoo  Dromococcyx pavoninus  (H): We heard this secretive species in the distance along the San Isidro track. This is another brood parasite that favours antbirds and flycatchers with bag or purse-like nests.

OPISTHOCOMIDAE
Hoatzin  Opisthocomus hoazin: Many great looks at this unique bird. One of the very few birds that almost entirely subsists on a diet of leaves, this odd species has some peculiar attributes, including microbial foregut fermentation to convert plant cellulose in consumed foliage into simple sugars, and a highly modified skeleton to accommodate its large crop. The Hoatzin was long considered a rather primitive bird because of the claws on the chick’s wings (see the photograph in the third volume of the Handbook of the Birds of the World, below abbreviated as HBW), and it was only fairly recently that a close proximity to the cuckoos (and in particular the anis) was suggested. An even more recent paper though revealed, through genetic comparisons, that hoatzins seem to be most closely related to the turacos of Africa.

TYTONIDAE
Barn Owl  Tyto alba: Great looks at several at Hato El Cedral. A familiar cosmopolitan species with many races, birds here belonging to the subspecies contempta.

STRIGIDAE
Foothill Screech-Owl  Otus roraimae: Splendid looks at one near Rancho Grande. Note that the AOU has now placed all New World Otus (except Flammulated Owl O. flammulatus) in the genus Megascops, following recent analyses of genetic and vocal characters.
Tropical Screech-Owl  Otus choliba: Lovely views of this little critter in the gardens of our hotel near Mérida. A widespread species, here of the race crucigerus. Note that the subspecies duidae, found on the tepuis of southern Amazonas state (e.g. on Cerro de la Neblina on the Brazilian border, the highest South American mountain away from the Andes and the Santa Marta Mountains), apparently has a different voice and may be a distinct species.
Great Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus: At least four birds (a pair with two grown up young) were found near our chalets at Hato El Cedral.
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum: Nice views of this angry looking fellow at Henri Pittier NP. A few more birds were heard, but most memorable was the excitement shown by many woodland birds upon whistled imitations of this tiny owl’s song. For those who have been to Texas, Arizona, Central America or Colombia, note that König et al. now split trans-Andean birds (i.e. birds in Central America and Colombia west of the Andes) off as a separate species, Ridgway’s Pygmy-Owl G. ridgwayi, though on rather flimsy evidence.
Burrowing Owl  Athene cunicularia: Great looks at several in the llanos. Sometimes this species is placed in its own genus, Speotyto.
Spectacled Owl  Pulsatrix perspicillata: Great looks at one just after dinner in the gardens at Posada El Tao. A splendid creature!
Mottled Owl  Strix virgata  (H): We heard the distinctive calls at Rancho Grande and near Mérida.

NYCTIBIIDAE
Great Potoo  Nyctibius grandis: Great looks at a roosting bird in a patch of gallery forest at Hato El Cedral.
Common Potoo (Grey P)  Nyctibius griseus  (H): We heard the very distinctive, haunting song at dusk in gallery forest at Hato El Cedral.

CAPRIMULGIDAE
Lesser Nighthawk  Chordeiles acutipennis: Several sightings of this widespread species at dusk.
Band-tailed Nighthawk  Nyctiprogne leucopyga: Excellent looks at good numbers of this crepuscular nightjar as they came out to feed over the water at Hato El Cedral.
Nacunda Nighthawk  Podager nacunda: Five birds showed very well at the same locality. Great views of this handsome species.
Pauraque (Common P)  Nyctidromus albicollis: This widespread and well-known species offered good views in the llanos.
Rufous Nightjar  Caprimulgus rufus  (H): Heard fairly distantly near our pleasant accommodation near Sanare, but the bird never materialized. Called the ‘wit-wit-will’ by L. Irby Davies in a sixties paper on nightjar songs.
Band-winged Nightjar  Caprimulgus longirostris: Brief views only in the surroundings of our Santo Domingo hotel in the Andes. More than one species may be involved, birds here belonging to the race ruficervix. A paper in the late seventies suggested, on vocal evidence, that this northern subspecies be regarded as a distinct species.
Little Nightjar  Caprimulgus parvulus: Marvellous views of one caught by Jonathan at Hato El Cedral. The form concerned is sometimes split off as a separate species: Todd’s Nightjar  Caprimulgus heterurus. 

APODIDAE
White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris: Regular sightings.
Vaux’s Swift  Chaetura vauxi: Small numbers were observed over Cerro La Misión.
Grey-rumped Swift  Chaetura cinereiventris: Regular over the foothills at the western base of the Andes.
Short-tailed Swift  Chaetura brachyura: This species was most conspicuous during our Puerto Concha boat trip.
White-tipped Swift  Aeronautes montivagus: Excellent views of this slender, social species at Rancho Grande.
Pygmy Palm-Swift (P Swift)  Tachornis furcata: Great looks at foraging birds along the western base of the Andes. A near-endemic!!
Neotropical Palm-Swift (Fork-tailed Palm-Swift)  Tachornis squamata: Small numbers were seen near palm trees in Mérida and at Barinas.

TROCHILIDAE
White-bearded Hermit  Phaethornis hispidus: Brief looks at this large hermit near the Rio Barragán bridge. The first in an amazing series of hummingbirds encountered on the tour, the vast majority of which were seen well by all! With some 338 currently recognized species, these amazing birds form one of the largest avian families in the New World, surpassed only by the tyrant-flycatchers (Tyrannidae), the latter comprising over 370 species. Amazing little creatures, hummingbirds have a resting heart rate of 1000 beats per minute (compare this to the average human rate of around 60-80 beats per minute!). This carries tremendous amounts of oxygen and energy to the relatively massive breast muscles. In addition, birds have to have a huge lung capacity in order to keep up with the large amounts of oxygen needed. Their respiratory system is so highly developed that they can actually breathe in and out at the same time.
Sooty-capped Hermit  Phaethornis augusti: Scattered sightings. This is the most curious, impish and animated of the genus. It is called “limpiacasa” in Venezuela as it often enters open windows and doors of houses to glean insects and spiders.
Grey-chinned Hermit  Phaethornis griseogularis: Two were seen along the Azulita road.
Brown Violetear  Colibri delphinae: Several excellent encounters at Henri Pittier and Yacambú National Parks.
Green Violetear  Colibri thalassinus: A few observations of this vociferous and widespread species.
Black-throated Mango  Anthracothorax nigricollis: Small numbers were found all along our itinerary.
Blue-tailed Emerald  Chlorostilbon mellisugus: Regular sightings of shimmering males and more subtle females all along our itinerary.
Green-tailed Emerald  Chlorostilbon alice: Good looks at several in the Sanare area. It is endemic to northern Venezuela.
Violet-crowned Woodnymph  Thalurania colombica: Several nice encounters in the Rio Frio Valley.
Golden-tailed Sapphire  Chrysuronia oenone: A single bird showed well along the Rio Frio road.
Buffy Hummingbird  Leucippus fallax: Several birds showed very well in arid scrub near Coro, but apparently this species is much more numerous here during the rainy season. Fallax is Latin for ‘deceitful’, ‘false’, i.e. previously undescribed, confused with other species, or thought to be in the wrong genus.
Glittering-throated Emerald  Amazilia fimbriata: Scattered sightings. Note that this species is sometimes (as in HBW) placed in the genus Polyerata.
Steely-vented Hummingbird  Amazilia saucerrottei: A few were observed in the Yacambú NP, here of the race braccata. This and the next two species are placed in the genus Saucerottia by some authors.
Copper-rumped Hummingbird  Amazilia tobaci: Regular on the dry side of the mountains in Henri Pittier National Park. Tobaci refers to the island of Tobago, Trinidad and Tobago being the only place other than Venezuela where this species is known to occur.
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird  Amazilia tzacatl: Regular sightings in the lowlands and foothills on the west side of the Andes. Tzacatl was a warrior in Aztec mythology.
White-vented Plumeleteer  Chalybura buffonii: Several were seen at Henri Pittier NP and in the eastern foothills of the Andes.
Speckled Hummingbird  Adelomyia melanogenys: Two races were observed, the nominate subspecies in the Andes and aeneosticta in the coastal cordilleras.
Violet-fronted Brilliant  Heliodoxa leadbeateri: Great looks at a cracking male at Rancho Grande. 
Violet-chested Hummingbird  Sternoclyta cyanopectus: A couple of birds performed well at Henri Pittier NP. This species is a Venezuelan endemic.
Mountain Velvetbreast  Lafresnaya lafresnayi: Several nice sightings in the temperate forests of northern Táchira.
Bronzy Inca  Coeligena coeligena: Great close-up views along the San Isidro track.
Collared Inca  Coeligena torquata: Repeated close up sightings of this stunner, here of the race conradii. Those of you who have been to southern Peru and/or Bolivia, note that southern birds, with their rufous instead of white collar, have now been split off in some works (e.g. HBW 5) as a separate species, the Gould’s Inca C. inca.
Golden-tailed Starfrontlet  Coeligena eos: Several very good looks at this magnificent endemic in northern Táchira.
Buff-tailed Coronet  Boissonneaua flavescens: Great looks at several feeding birds above Mérida. A very localized species in Venezuela.
Orange-throated Sunangel  Heliangelus mavors: Good numbers of this attractive near-endemic were found at high elevations in the Andes. Amazing close-up studies!!
Longuemare’s Sunangel  Heliangelus clarisse: Several very satisfactory observations along the Pico Humboldt trail. G. de Longuemare was a 19th century French amateur collector.
Booted Racket-tail  Ocreatus underwoodii: Small numbers of this fine little hummingbird were found both in the Andes (discifer).
Purple-backed Thornbill  Ramphomicron microrhynchum  (NL): A male showed well to Sue at the Los Frailes hotel in the Andes.
Tyrian Metaltail  Metallura tyrianthina: Fairly common at higher elevations in the Andes (oreopola). Tyrian purple, also known as royal purple or imperial purple, is a purple-red dye which was first produced by the ancient Phoenicians in the city of Tyre. Tyrian purple was harvested from a predatory snail.
Bearded Helmetcrest  Oxypogon guerinii: We made a special effort to get to grips with this marvel of a bird and obtained very good views of a female feeding in a flowering bush in the paramo at Pico Aguila. A male also showed quite well, but did not hang about. This amazing hummingbird is normally hard to find at this time of year, but is common during the rainy season, when they breed. It is endemic to Colombia and Venezuela. It scored very well in the Bird of the Trip game.
Long-tailed Sylph  Aglaiocercus kingi: A superb hummer, and another one of which we saw two races: margarethae in the Coastal Cordillera and caudatus in the Andes. Named after Rear Admiral Philip Parker King (1791-1856), British marine surveyor, collector and traveller in the American tropics.
Rufous-shafted Woodstar  Chaetocercus jourdanii: A lovely male showed well in Henri Pittier National Park. It is endemic to Colombia, Venezuela and Trinidad.



TROGONIDAE
White-tipped Quetzal  Pharomachrus fulgidus: An excellent sighting of a male and a female in Henri Pittier NP. This species is confined to Venezuela’s Coastal Cordillera and Colombia’s Santa Marta Mountains.
Golden-headed Quetzal  Pharomachrus auriceps: Lovely studies of two males on the Pico Humboldt trail.
Collared Trogon  Trogon collaris: Regular sightings in Henri Pittier NP. More than one species may be involved, our birds belonging to the race exoptatus.
Masked Trogon  Trogon personatus: Regular sightings of the nominate race in the Andes, where it replaces the previous species at higher elevations.
Northern Violaceous Trogon (Gartered Trogon)  Trogon caligatus: A male showed well in the coffee plantations at Rio Barragán.

CERYLIDAE
Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata: This huge kingfisher, the New World’s largest, was regular in the llanos. Smaller numbers were observed elsewhere.
Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona: Daily sightings in the llanos.
Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana: Regular in the llanos. 
American Pygmy Kingfisher (P K)  Chloroceryle aenea: Two of these diminutive kingfishers were observed during our boat ride at Hato El Cedral.

MOMOTIDAE
Blue-crowned Motmot  Momotus momota: One showed well along the Cumboto road on the dry coastal side of Henri Pittier NP. This well-known species is only rarely encountered in western Venezuela, in sharp contrast to its status in several of the neighbouring countries. The SACC has recently suggested a five way split, based on morphological and vocal differences, whereby the form concerned would become the Whooping Motmot  Momotus subrufescens.

GALBULIDAE
Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda: The most widespread of all the jacamars, offering many great views.

BUCCONIDAE
White-necked Puffbird  Notharchus macrorhynchos: One showed well along the coastal side of Henri Pittier NP.
Two-banded Puffbird  Hypnelus bicinctus: We had several encounters with this trusty species at Henri Pittier National Park and at Hato El Cedral.
Russet-throated Puffbird  Hypnelus ruficollis: Repeated excellent observations of this snazzy, one-banded puffbird in the desert of the northwest and on the Puerto Concha boat trip.

RAMPHASTIDAE
CAPITONINAE
Red-headed Barbet  Eubucco bourcierii: Excellent looks at a male at the Yacambú National Park, here of the nominate race. A gorgeous species!

RAMPHASTINAE
Andean Toucanet  Aulacorhynchus albivitta: Repeated good views of this small toucan at several sites in the Andes. The multiple split of Emerald Toucanet A. prasinus into seven different species (including this one) is still controversial.
Groove-billed Toucanet  Aulacorhynchus sulcatus: Regular sightings of this endemic in the Coastal Cordillera, including some bold birds at Rancho Grande.
Yellow-billed Toucanet  Aulacorhynchus calorhynchus: Replacing the previous species in the Andes, this one showed nicely along the Azulita road. Regarded as a different species by Hilty, though in their area of contact (on some isolated mountains between the Andes and the Coastal Cordillera) apparently only individuals with intermediate bill characters are found.
Collared Aracari  Pteroglossus torquatus: Two of these colourful creatures showed well on the Puerto Concha boat ride.
Many-banded Aracari  Pteroglossus pluricinctus: Excellent views of three birds at Rio Barragán.
Citron-throated Toucan  Ramphastos citreolaemus: Great views of this toucan along the Rio Frio road. Note that Hilty regards this near-endemic toucan as a distinct species, but it is regarded as a race of Channel-billed Toucan R. vitellinus in most other reference works.
Black-mandibled Toucan  Ramphastos ambiguus: Great views of small numbers of this impressive species along the Rio Frio road in the western foothills of the Andes.

PICIDAE
Scaled Piculet  Picumnus squamulatus: This tiny woodpecker was seen well at several sites. In Venezuela piculets are called ‘telegrafistas’, referring to their tapping sounds, reminiscent of the sound of the primitive hand-telegraph key.
Spot-breasted Woodpecker  Chrysoptilus punctigula: Great looks of this smart woodpecker at Hato El Cedral.
Golden-olive Woodpecker  Piculus rubiginosus: Several encounters with the race meridensis.
Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus: Regular sightings of this impressive woodpecker.
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus: Good scope observations of this Amazonian species in the eastern foothills of the Andes. Cruentatus is Latin for ‘blood-stained’, obviously referring to the red belly patch, not only found in this species but also in most other members of the genus.
Red-crowned Woodpecker  Melanerpes rubricapillus: The most frequently encountered woodpecker on the tour.
Smoky-brown Woodpecker  Veniliornis fumigatus: This one was seen three times in Henri Pittier NP and also in the Andes. A few were heard elsewhere.
Red-rumped Woodpecker  Veniliornis kirkii: Several encounters. Perfect scope studies of a pair at Rio Barragán, here of the race continentalis. Named after John Kirk, a 19th century collector on Tobago.
Crimson-crested Woodpecker  Campephilus melanoleucos  (H): A single bird was heard at Hato El Cedral.

FURNARIIDAE
Bar-winged Cinclodes  Cinclodes fuscus: Small numbers of this terrestrial furnariid were found high in the Andes, here of the endemic race heterurus. The SACC has recently suggested a three way split (Northern, Central and Southern Andes), whereby the northern Andean population of Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador would be called Chestnut-winged Cinclodes  Cinclodes albidiventris.
Caribbean Hornero  Furnarius longirostris: Good looks at a couple of birds near Cerro La Misión. A speciality of the dry country of north-western Venezuela and northern Colombia. Horneros build the domed mud nests that resemble the primitive ovens (hornos, in Spanish) from which the family takes its vernacular name.
Andean Tit-Spinetail  Leptasthenura andicola: Great views of this handsome, high Andean species on the slopes of Pico Aguila.
Azara’s Spinetail  Synallaxis azarae  (NL): This widespread species of the Andes was seen by David W along the upper Azulita road. Birds in this genus are typically skulkers of brushy edges, shrubby areas and/or forest understorey.
Pale-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis albescens: An open country species, that performed quite well in the Cerro La Misión area.
Stripe-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis cinnamomea: This streaky skulker eventually gave itself up to us along the Azulita road. We saw the Andean subspecies aveledoi.
Rufous Spinetail  Synallaxis unirufa: A smart denizen of spiny Chusquea bamboo tangles in the Andes, showing well along the Pico Humboldt trail. Our birds were of the race meridana.
White-whiskered Spinetail  Synallaxis candei: One of the most handsome spinetails, this desert speciality gave away superb views near Coro. A real cracker!
White-browed Spinetail  Hellmayrea gularis: Another Chusquea bamboo aficionado, which showed very well to all in northern Táchira. A monotypic genus named after Carl Eduard Hellmayr (1878-1944), a German/US ornithologist and author/co-author of the Catalogue of birds of the Americas, a classic work (published in multiple tomes in the early 20th century) that is still a very important reference for anyone with a serious interest in the taxonomy and distribution of Neotropical birds.
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Y-throated S)  Certhiaxis cinnamomea: Numerous in the llanos and also seen on our Puerto Concha boat ride.
Crested Spinetail  Cranioleuca subcristata: Excellent views of this showy species at Henri Pittier NP and along the Azulita road. Unlike Synallaxis spinetails, members of this genus are typically arboreal, often favouring vine tangles in mid-storey and subcanopy.
Rusty-backed Spinetail  Cranioleuca vulpina: Good views of several in the gallery forest at Hato El Cedral.
Ochre-browed Thistletail  Schizoeaca coryi: Great looks at several birds in the paramo at Pico Aguila. This Venezuelan endemic is the northernmost species in a widespread genus of high Andean furnariids. The bird is (like the Cory’s Shearwater) named after Charles Barney Cory, an American ornithologist known for e.g. partial co-authorship of the above-mentioned Catalogue of Birds of the Americas.
Streak-backed Canastero  Asthenes wyatti: Several good looks at this often secretive high-elevation furnariid at Pico Aguila, here of the endemic race mucuchiesi (which is named after the town of Mucuchies, whose illiterate mayor decided to shoot some of the reintroduced condors a number of years ago!). The species itself was named after Claude Wyatt, a 19th century English ornithologist and collector in Colombia.
Plain Thornbird (Northern T)  Phacellodomus inornatus: The rather drab Plain Thornbird was seen in the llanos and near Cerro La Misión, but most memorable were the conspicuous nests we saw scattered throughout this species’ habitat.
Streaked Tuftedcheek  Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii: We saw this smart furnarid near Colonia Tovar, in northern Táchira and along the Pico Humboldt trail. A. Boissonneau was a 19th century French ornithologist and author.
Pearled Treerunner  Margarornis squamiger: Regular sightings of this very pretty Andean tree hugger.
Guttulated Foliage-gleaner  Syndactyla guttulata: Good views for everyone along the loop trail behind Rancho Grande. It is endemic to Venezuela’s Coastal Cordillera.
Montane Foliage-gleaner  Anabacerthia striaticollis: Repeated good views, both in the Coastal Cordillera (the endemic race venezuelana) and in the Andes (striaticollis).
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner  Philydor rufus: A few sightings in Henri Pittier NP, here of the race columbianus.
Streaked Xenops  Xenops rutilans: This widespread species was encountered below Colonia Tovar and in Yacambú National Park.

DENDROCOLAPTIDAE
Plain-brown Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla fuliginosa: We saw this widespread, but unobtrusive species a couple of times in Henri Pittier NP.
Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus: Several good looks at the race griseus in Henri Pittier NP. The hitherto monotypic genus Sittasomus certainly consists of a handful of species but the detailed taxonomy remains to be worked out. If hoping for some ‘armchair ticks’ then keep track of where you see ‘Olivaceous Woodcreepers’! Recent research has shown that the woodcreeper lineage is embedded within the furnariids, and that both families should be merged.
Strong-billed Woodcreeper  Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus: A few birds showed in Henri Pittier NP (procerus) and in the Andes (nominate). More than one species may be involved.
Straight-billed Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus picus: Regular encounters in drier country. Birds here belong to the northern picirostris subspecies group, characterized by a chalky white throat, and which formerly (Cory and Hellmayr’s Birds of the Americas) was regarded as a separate species.
Cocoa Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus susurrans: A few encounters. Note that the current Cocoa vs. Buff-throated Woodcreeper split seems to be a great oversimplification (cf. the discussion on this issue by C. Marantz in HBW 8).
Olive-backed Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus triangularis: A couple of birds of the race hylodromus were observed in the Yacambú National Park.
Streak-headed Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes souleyetii: Small numbers were seen/heard throughout.
Montane Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger: Two races of this smaller woodcreeper were encountered, the endemic lafresnayi in the Coastal Cordillera and the nominate subspecies in the Andes.
Red-billed Scythebill  Campylorhamphus trochilirostris: The most spectacular woodcreeper found on the tour. A bird of the race venezuelensis showed beautifully in the woodland at Colonia Tovar.

THAMNOPHILIDAE
Black-crested Antshrike  Sakesphorus canadensis: Great looks at several in the Henri Pittier area, at Cerro La Misión and at Hato El Cedral. Recent genetic data suggest that the genus Sakesphorus may be embedded within Thamnophilus, given the structural similarity of their songs.
Maracaibo Antshrike  Sakesphorus pulchellus: Two males and a female showed well near Coro. While no one has formally split this species yet from Black-crested Antshrike, it is only a matter of time before someone does. Song and plumage differences clearly seem to indicate that two species must be involved, as suggested in HBW 8.
Black-backed Antshrike  Sakesphorus melanonotus: A responsive male showed very well in a patch of dry woodland south of Coro. A female was also about, but kept a low profile. It is endemic to Colombia and Venezuela.
Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus: Excellent views of both sexes of this widespread species, here of the race fraterculus. The taxonomy of the Barred Antshrike complex is in need of study and possible revision, more than one species possibly being involved.
Plain Antvireo  Dysithamnus mentalis: Small numbers of the endemic race cumbreanus were found in Henri Pittier NP.
Venezuelan Antvireo  Dysithamnus tucuyensis: Great looks at a male of this endemic species at Rancho Grande. Several others were heard.
Rufous-winged Antwren  Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus: Nice observations of this unobtrusive, but vocal canopy inhabitant at Henri Pittier NP.
Northern White-fringed Antwren  Formicivora intermedia: A very good-looking antwren, regularly seen/heard in drier areas.
Jet Antbird  Cercomacra nigricans: Good views of a male in gallery woodland at Hato El Cedral.
White-bellied Antbird  Myrmeciza longipes: A loud-mouthed skulker of drier woodland, that showed brilliantly to all of us near Tucacas.
Immaculate Antbird  Myrmeciza immaculata  (H): We heard this secretive species along the Azulita road and in the San Isidro Valley.

FORMICARIIDAE
Black-faced Antthrush  Formicarius analis: Fair looks at a not very well behaved bird at Rancho Grande, here of the race saturatus. Antthrushes and antpittas were not very vocal in the Coastal Cordillera, obviously because of the extremely dry circumstances. Apparently the Formicariidae are not monophyletic. The South American Classification Committee (SACC) has put the genera Formicarius and Chamaeza in the family Formicariidae and the remaining genera in the family Grallariidae, with the exception of the two species of Pittasoma, which have been included in the Gnateaters, Conopophagidae.
Schwartz’s Antthrush (Scalloped A)  Chamaeza turdina: Outstanding views of this smart species, after a fair bit of effort, at Henri Pittier NP.
Short-tailed Antthrush  Chamaeza campanisona  (H): A heard in the near distance only at Rancho Grande. Birds here belong to the race venezuelana, and more than one species may be involved.
Great Antpitta  Grallaria excelsa  (H): We heard its distinctive voice in the far distance in the Yacambú National Park. Frustrating.... It is considered as ‘Vulnerable’ by BirdLife International.
Plain-backed Antpitta  Grallaria haplonota  (H): Another Rancho Grande forest floor dweller, but no joy.
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta  Grallaria ruficapilla: Rather good looks at a well behaving bird of the race nigrolineata along the Pico Humboldt trail in the Andes.
Grey-naped Antpitta  Grallaria griseonucha: Very vocal this year! We heard three birds in northern Táchira and no fewer than five along the Pico Humboldt trail. Some of us managed to get good looks at this endemic species, after a bit of a serious struggle.
Rusty-breasted Antpitta  Grallaricula ferrugineipectus: This cute, but elusive little antpitta showed extremely well at Yacambú NP. A glorious and adorable little critter! 
Slate-crowned Antpitta  Grallaricula nana  (H): We heard three of these little tykes along the Pico Humboldt trail, but they remained unresponsive.
Scallop-breasted Antpitta  Grallaricula loricata  (H): Sadly, we only heard one in the distance in the higher reaches of Henri Pittier NP.. The song of this very little known Venezuelan endemic was only recorded a few years ago. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.

RHINOCRYPTIDAE
Mérida Tapaculo  Scytalopus meridanus: Common by voice in higher-elevation forests in the Andes, and several birds were coaxed into view with the tape.
Caracas Tapaculo  Scytalopus caracae: A Coastal Cordilleran endemic, showing very well near Colonia Tovar on the first day of the tour.
Ocellated Tapaculo  Acropternis orthonyx: A few were heard in northern Táchira and a pair performed so incredibly well in its dense bamboo habitat for several minutes and at point blank range that this magnificent species was voted BIRD of the TRIP! A truly extraordinary performance by a real cracker of a bird! The favourite bird for Dave, Sue, David and Kay.

TYRANNIDAE
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias griseiceps: Several encounters with this vocal little flycatcher, here of the race cristatus.
Black-capped Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias nigrocapillus: Half a dozen birds were observed in forest canopy in northern Táchira. Birds here belong to the race aureus, endemic to the Mérida Andes (separated from the Andean chain further south by the low-lying ‘Táchira gap’), and which shows a dusky brown rather than black cap. More than one species may be involved.
Golden-faced Tyrannulet  Zimmerius chrysops: Many encounters with the nominate race. The currently widespread Golden-faced Tyrannulet may consist of more than one species. The genus is named in honour of John Zimmer (1889-1957), a US ornithologist who (among other works) wrote the monumental Studies of Peruvian Birds (1931).
Venezuelan Tyrannulet  Zimmerius improbus: Of this small canopy dweller we saw two distinctive races: in Henri Pittier NP we saw the endemic petersi and along the Azulita Road (where we had superb close-ups) and Pico Humboldt trail we observed the nominate race. They differ in crown colour. The unobtrusive Venezuelan Tyrannulet was Jonathan’s 6000th species.
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet  Camptostoma obsoletum: Small numbers were heard/seen in drier areas. The conglomerate currently known as ‘Southern Beardless Tyrannulet’ is a taxonomic mess, with more than one species certainly being involved. 
Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet  Phaeomyias murina: Small numbers were found in arid scrub in the northwest, here of the race incompta. Some authors split off Tumbesian and Marañon Valley (w Ecuador and w Peru) birds as a separate species, but the real situation may be more complicated than a simple two-way split, and more taxonomic work on the widespread Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet is needed. 
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet  Tyrannulus elatus: Several nice scope studies of this small canopy dweller along the Rio Frio road and at Rio Barragán.
Forest Elaenia  Myiopagis gaimardii: A few birds of the race bogotensis were found at lower elevations. Note that the genus Myiopagis was formerly (early 20th century!) included in Elaenia, hence it got stuck with the unfortunate English name Elaenia, in spite of the birds in this genus having a totally different jizz.
Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster: Regular sightings of this widespread species.
Mountain Elaenia  Elaenia frantzii: A few observations of the race pudica at higher elevations.
Northern Scrub-Flycatcher  Sublegatus arenarum: A few sightings in dry and arid habitats of the northwest, here of the race glaber. Species limits in the genus Sublegatus have been fluid and confusing, even including different treatments by the same author. Formal analysis and additional research are badly needed.
White-banded Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus stictopterus: Fairly common in mixed flocks in temperate forest in the Andes. Note that the genus Mecocerculus seems to be polyphyletic, and that a new genus name will likely have to be coined for White-banded Tyrannulet and its relatives, which generally have a horizontal posture and a very different jizz from the next species. Note that this species is still erroneously depicted with a vertical posture (as in White-throated Tyrannulet) in the Hilty field guide.
White-throated Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus leucophrys: Regular sightings at higher elevations. We saw the races gularis (Andes) and palliditergum (endemic to the Coastal Cordillera).
River Tyrannulet  Serpophaga hypoleuca: A single bird behaved beautifully at the edge of gallery woodland at Hato El Cedral.
Torrent tyrannulet  Serpophaga cinerea: Great looks at this torrent specialist on a couple of occasions.
Pale-tipped Inezia (P-t Tyrannulet, Northern P-t T)  Inezia caudata: We saw this inconspicuous little fellow in dry woodland near Tucacas and in Hato El Cedral’s gallery woodland.
Slender-billed Inezia (S-b Tyrannulet)  Inezia tenuirostris: Fairly common in arid scrub near Coro, with several birds showing well.
Yellow Tyrannulet  Capsiempis flaveola: A single bird gave good looks in Sanare’s bamboo scrub.
Agile Tit-Tyrant  Uromyias agilis: Four birds showed well in temperate forest in northern Táchira.
Olive-striped Flycatcher  Mionectes olivaceus: Several sightings of this distinctive flycatcher in the Andes. We saw the race meridae. Birds in this genus are unusual in being frugivorous rather than insectivorous flycatchers. Hence, like many cotingas and manakins, they also have lek systems.
Slaty-capped Flycatcher  Leptopogon superciliaris: A single observation of the race venezuelensis at middle elevation along the Azulita road.
Rufous-lored Tyrannulet  Phylloscartes flaviventris: Excellent looks at two individuals of this distinctive and smart endemic near Rancho Grande.
Variegated Bristle-Tyrant  Pogonotriccus poecilotis: Good views of a few in mixed flocks at Yacambú National Park and along the Azulita road.
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant  Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus: Repeated good views in Henri Pittier NP, with one pair in the same canopy flock with the next species at Rancho Grande.
Venezuelan Bristle-Tyrant  Pogonotriccus venezuelanus: An individual of this Coastal Cordilleran endemic showed in a mixed flock at Rancho Grande, confusing some of us due to the extreme plumage similarity with the previous species which was present in the same party. Great views in the end for all! It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus pileatus: This noisy species, here of the race santaeluciae, showed very well in northern Táchira and along the San Isidro track. A couple more were heard.
Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus pilaris: We saw this drier woodland species in scrubby forest in the northwest. This species is often placed in the monotypic genus Atalotriccus.
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer: Very good views in the dry northwest, here of the race impiger. More than one species may be involved.
Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher  Poecilotriccus sylvia: This one showed very well in Hato El Cedral’s gallery forest.
Common Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum cinereum: Frequent encounters, and especially numerous at Hato El Cedral. 
Maracaibo Tody-Flycatcher (Short-tailed T-F)  Todirostrum viridanum: Two birds showed beautifully in arid country near Coro. Some authors have suggested this form to be just a race of Common Tody-Flycatcher, but both plumage and voice are highly distinctive. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Yellow-olive Flatbill (Y-o Flycatcher)  Tolmomyias sulphurescens: Repeated good views of the race exortivus. Multiple species seem to be involved in what has so far been considered a single, wide-ranging species.
Ochre-lored Flatbill (O-l Flycatcher)  Tolmomyias flaviventris: Scattered sightings, but our best views were at Rancho Grande.
Flavescent Flycatcher  Myiophobus flavicans: Several birds of the race venezuelanus showed well in submontane forest at Henri Pittier NP. The genus name is derived from ancient Greek, and could be translated as ‘the one who terrorizes the flies’.
Bran-coloured Flycatcher  Myiophobus fasciatus: A few observations of this widespread species.
Cinnamon Flycatcher  Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea: Small numbers of this lovely flycatcher were seen in the Coastal Cordillera. Birds here belong to the race vieillotioides, which is a lot brighter than the birds some of you have seen elsewhere.
Tropical Pewee  Contopus cinereus: A few encounters with the race bogotensis. More than one species may be involved.
Smoke-coloured Pewee  Contopus fumigatus: Several sightings of this distinctive species.
Olive-sided Flycatcher  Contopus cooperi: Three observations of this northern migrant. Called ‘Boreal Pewee’ in Sibley & Monroe. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Fuscous Flycatcher  Cnemotriccus fuscatus: We observed this unremarkable species at Henri Pittier NP and at Hato El Cedral.
Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans: Frequent sightings.
Vermilion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus: Many encounters. Its Venezuelan name is “Atrapamoscas Sangre de Toro” (Bull’s Blood Flycatcher).
Blackish Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca nigrita: Great looks at one along a torrent in the Sierra Nevada NP. A Venezuelan endemic.
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca fumicolor: Fairly common in the paramo at Pico Aguila.
Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca diadema  (NL): One was seen by Gavin in temperate forest in northern Táchira.
Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant  Myiotheretes striaticollis: A few birds were noted at the Hotel Los Frailes.
Cliff Flycatcher  Hirundinea ferruginea: Superb scope views of several at the quarry along the San Isidro track.
Amazonian Black-Tyrant  Knipolegus poecilocercus: Very nice looks at a male on our Hato El Cedral boat ride.
Yellow-browed Tyrant  Satrapa icterophrys: Good views of this uncommon species for some in the lower reaches of the Sierra Nevada NP.
Cattle Tyrant  Machetornis rixosus: Many sightings, and particularly numerous in the llanos. Regularly seen riding capybaras. 
Pied Water-Tyrant  Fluvicola pica: Seen near water in several places, with the bulk of our sightings at Hato El Cedral.
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant  Arundinicola leucocephala: A real cutie, with both sexes showing well on many occasions in the llanos.
Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus  (H): We heard the distinctive song at Henri Pittier NP. 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer: A couple of birds of the race pallidus were seen and others were heard. One of the most widespread species in the Americas, ranging from the south-western USA into Argentina, though a recent paper shows that more than one species may be involved, and that (as has been suggested before) the Sad Flycatcher M. barbirostris of Jamaica may be just a race of one of these. A more detailed study is currently underway.
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox: A handful of observations.
Brown-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus tyrannulus: A few sightings of the nominate race in drier country. Here also a recent study has been published, which raises the likelihood of two or more species being involved, with the Grenada Flycatcher M. nugator being just a race of one of these.
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus: Frequent sightings of this widespread Neotropical species.
Lesser Kiskadee  Philohydor lictor: A species always found near water, and seen at the El Blanquito lagoon in Yacambú NP and at Hato El Cedral. Formerly placed in the genus Pitangus, but recently a new, monotypic genus was erected for this bird, based on its different syrinx and its cup-shaped nest, the latter very different from the Great Kiskadee’s large globular nest with a side entrance.
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua: Repeated good views of this large flycatcher, here of the nominate race.
White-bearded Flycatcher  Phelpsia inornata: Great looks at two at Hato El Cedral. The genus name honours William Phelps, co-author of the first Venezuela field guide. It is endemic to Venezuela, but will probably be found in nearby Colombia too.
Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis: Common and widespread at lower elevations.
Rusty-margined Flycatcher  Myiozetetes cayanensis: Regular observations.
Lemon-browed Flycatcher  Conopias cinchoneti: A single bird showed well along the Rio Frio road.
Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus: Just a few.
Golden-crowned Flycatcher  Myiodynastes chrysocephalus: Several excellent encounters in the subtropical zone of the Andes.
Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius: We recorded this species in the Rio Frio Valley and at Rio Barragán. A small but fierce bird, so called because of its habit of harassing other bird species to appropriate their newly finished nests for its own use. Hilty calls it, very appropriately a bird with ‘chutzpah’!
Variegated Flycatcher  Empidonomus varius: Several observations.
Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus: Numerous and widespread at lower and middle elevations. The famous TK.
Grey Kingbird  Tyrannus dominicensis: A few were observed on the Puerto Concha boat trip, but this species was most conspicuous in the llanos, with daily counts of up to 30 birds. This species is mainly a wintering bird, although tiny numbers probably breed.
Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savana: Fair numbers of these elegant creatures were seen at Hato El Cedral.
White-naped Xenopsaris  Xenopsaris albinucha: Great scope studies of a singing bird at Hato El Cedral. Its taxonomic position is still not clear, but it is probably fairly closely related to the genus Pachyramphus.
Barred Becard  Pachyramphus versicolor: Great looks at a male in northern Táchira.
Black-and-white Becard  Pachyramphus albogriseus: A female showed well at Colonia Tovar.
Cinereous Becard  Pachyramphus rufus: Good views of a pair at Cerro La Misión. A rather uncommon species.
Chestnut-crowned Becard  Pachyramphus castaneus: This widespread species showed very well at Henri Pittier NP.
Cinnamon Becard  Pachyramphus cinnamomeus: This one was found in the Maracaibo basin where it replaces the previous species.
Black-crowned Tityra  Tityra inquisitor: Several sightings. Tityrus is Latin for an ‘aristocratic hooligan’, cf. the aggressive, bullying behaviour of species in this genus.
Black-tailed Tityra  Tityra cayana: Several showed well at the Rio Barragán.
Masked Tityra  Tityra semifasciata: Four showed well at Rancho Grande.

COTINGIDAE
Red-crested Cotinga  Ampelion rubrocristatus: Several birds showed very well in the temperate forests of northern Táchira.
Barred Fruiteater  Pipreola arcuata: Amazing views of several of these extremely smart cotingids in the temperate forests of northern Táchira. A very attractive species! It scored very high in the Bird of the Trip game. The favourite bird for Gavin.
Green-and-black Fruiteater  Pipreola riefferii: Half a dozen showed well in temperate forest in northern Táchira.
Golden-breasted Fruiteater  Pipreola aureopectus: Good looks at both sexes in the higher reaches of Henri Pittier and Yacambú National Parks.
Red-ruffed Fruitcrow  Pyroderus scutatus: Good views of this large, but shy cotinga along the San Isidro track.
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock  Rupicola peruviana: Excellent views of both males and females of this amazing species in a fruiting tree along the San Isidro track. Several participants had a look at the lek and were rewarded with great views of displaying males.

PIPRIDAE
Lance-tailed Manakin  Chiroxiphia lanceolata: A couple of birds showed well along the Turiamo road at Henri Pittier NP.
White-crowned Manakin  Dixiphia pipra: Two females showed all too briefly  in Yacambú NP.

VIREONIDAE
Rufous-browed Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis: Regularly seen/heard, here of the race parvus.
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus: Several observations. 
Brown-capped Vireo  Vireo leucophrys: Regular sightings of this montane species, both in the Coastal Cordillera and in the Andes.
Yellow-throated Vireo  Vireo flavifrons: Good looks at this northern migrant along the Azulita road.
Scrub Greenlet  Hylophilus flavipes: Several sightings in the dry country of the northwest.
Golden-fronted Greenlet  Hylophilus aurantiifrons: A couple of sightings only in forest canopy.

CORVIDAE
Black-collared Jay  Cyanolyca armillata: Perfect views of this attractive, but shy species in Northern Táchira.
Violaceous Jay  Cyanocorax violaceus: A couple showed well in the eastern Andean foothills.
Black-chested Jay  Cyanocorax affinis: Good scope views of a few of these attractive jays in the Rio Frio Valley.
Inca Jay  Cyanocorax yncas: Regular sightings of this stunning jay at mid-elevations. The Green Jay vs. Inca Jay split is not accepted by all authorities.

HIRUNDINIDAE
White-winged Swallow  Tachycineta albiventer: This handsome swallow was most numerous in the llanos, where nest boxes have been put up for it.
Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera: Several nice encounters at Hato El Cedral.
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea: Regular observations of this widespread species.
Brown-bellied Swallow  Notiochelidon murina: Fairly common in the higher reaches of the Andes.
Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca: Regular sightings in the Andes, here of the resident, nominate race.
Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis: Frequent observations at lower and middle elevations, but absent from the llanos.
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica: Up to 80 or more birds were observed daily in the llanos.

INCERTAE SEDIS
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapilla: Several excellent observations of this beautiful species. Its taxonomic position is still in doubt! Originally placed in the Mimidae, this species was moved to the Troglodytidae in the mid-eighties. Recent genetic data however reveal that it doesn’t belong in either of these families, but is a member of the Old World Sylvioidea group. The SACC has removed it from the Troglodytidae and regards it as Incertae Sedis. Aleixo & Pacheco (2006) proposed that Donacobius be elevated to family rank, Donacobiidae, which seems to make a lot of sense.

TROGLODYTIDAE
Bicoloured Wren  Campylorhynchus griseus: Nice views of several in the lower Andean foothills. These birds belong to the race albicilius, which has no barring on wings and tail and sings a somewhat different song compared to the race minor, which does have the barring and which we saw at Hato El Cedral. 
Stripe-backed Wren  Campylorhynchus nuchalis: Repeated good views of this smaller relative of the previous species.
Mérida Wren (Paramo W)  Cistothorus meridae: Perfect views of this Venezuelan endemic in the paramo at Pico Aguila. A wonderful performance!
Whiskered Wren  Thryothorus mystacalis: We heard it in the Coastal Cordillera and obtained good views in the Andes.
Rufous-breasted Wren  Thryothorus rutilus: Several excellent views of birds of the nominate race.
Buff-breasted Wren  Thryothorus leucotis: Several seen but many more heard. 
Rufous-and-white Wren  Thryothorus rufalbus: Really fine views of this secretive species with its lovely melancholic song.
House Wren  Troglodytes aedon: Numerous and widespread. 
Mountain Wren  Troglodytes solstitialis: Good views of the race solitarius in the subtropical and temperate forests of the Andes.
Grey-breasted Wood-Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys: Another one of which we came across two endemic races: venezuelensis was seen in the Coastal Cordillera and at Yacambú NP and meridana was seen and frequently heard in the southern Andes. More than one species in this wide-ranging complex may be involved. 
Southern Nightingale-Wren (Scaly-breasted W)  Microcerculus marginatus  (H): This widespread species was heard at Rancho Grande.

CINCLIDAE
White-capped Dipper  Cinclus leucocephalus: Fantastic scope views of pairs near Mérida and along the Santo Domingo River. As yet there is no evidence that this species swims underneath the water as some of the other species of dipper do.

POLIOPTILIDAE
Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus: A few nice sightings of birds belonging to the race trinitatis.
Tropical Gnatcatcher  Polioptila plumbea: Regular sightings of the race plumbiceps. Tropical Gnatcatchers display a very complex pattern of geographic variation in both plumage and vocalizations. A lot of work is needed to deal with this taxonomic wasp nest. With the recent description of Iquitos Gnatcatcher P. clementsi and the splitting of Guianan Gnatcatcher P. guianensis into three species, some serious splitting is to be expected sooner or later in the Tropical Gnatcatcher complex.

TURDIDAE
Andean Solitaire  Myadestes ralloides: Several good views of birds belonging to the race venezuelensis, both in Henri Pittier National Park and in the Andes.
Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush  Catharus fuscater: We saw this cutie well while waiting for the Grey-naped Antpitta along the Pico Humboldt trail.
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush  Catharus aurantiirostris  (H): One was heard in dry scrub below Sanare, but no joy. Much easier to see in e.g. Costa Rica.
Swainson’s Thrush  Catharus ustulatus: A single bird showed along the San Isidro track.
Yellow-legged Thrush  Platycichla flavipes: Males showed well in both the western and eastern foothills of the Andes. Recent genetic data indicate that the genus Platycichla should be embedded within Turdus.
Pale-eyed Thrush  Platycichla leucops: Good, but brief looks at a male in a fruiting tree at Yacambú National Park. Always a shy and discreet species.
Great Thrush  Turdus fuscater: Numerous at higher elevations in the Andes, here of the race gigas.
Glossy-black Thrush  Turdus serranus: Many good views of the race atrosericeus.
Black-hooded Thrush  Turdus olivater: Several nice observations in Henri Pittier NP and in the Andes.
Chestnut-bellied Thrush  Turdus fulviventris: Several excellent encounters in the Andes.
Bare-eyed Thrush (B-e Robin, Yellow-eyed T)  Turdus nudigenis: Small numbers were observed all over our itinerary.
Pale-breasted Thrush  Turdus leucomelas: Regular encounters.
Black-billed Thrush  Turdus ignobilis: A few showed well at the western base of the Andes, here of the race debilis. A quite aptly chosen scientific epithet: ignobilis stands for ‘obscure, undistinguished’.
Cocoa Thrush  Turdus fumigatus: One showed briefly at Henri Pittier NP and later we obtained good views of one at Rio Barragán.
White-necked Thrush  Turdus albicollis: Just a handful of observations of this retiring species.

MIMIDAE
Tropical Mockingbird  Mimus gilvus: Frequently observed in open country at lower and middle elevations.

MOTACILLIDAE
Paramo Pipit  Anthus bogotensis: Several very nice sightings in the paramo at Pico Aguila, here of the endemic race meridae.

PARULIDAE
Golden-winged Warbler  Vermivora chrysoptera: One of these smart North American migrants was seen along the Azulita road and another showed well along the Pico Humboldt trail. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Tennessee Warbler  Vermivora peregrina: Just a few sightings of this modestly-clad migrant. Peregrinus is Latin for ‘wanderer’. This species breeds mainly in Alaska and Canada, and was described from a migrant specimen collected in Tennessee!
Tropical Parula  Parula pitiayumi: Regular sightings, mainly at middle elevations. Recent genetic research reveals that the genera Parula and Dendroica may better be merged. The scientific epithet is a Guarani (Paraguay) Indian name, meaning ‘little yellow chest’ for this species.
Yellow Warbler  Dendroica aestiva: Small numbers of this North American wintering species were seen in drier woodland in the northwest.
Blackpoll Warbler  Dendroica striata: Four sightings of female-plumaged birds.
Blackburnian Warbler  Dendroica fusca: The most frequently encountered wintering warbler in montane habitats. A very handsome creature!!
Black-and-white Warbler  Mniotilta varia: Eight sightings of this endearing, (in behaviour) creeper-like warbler.
American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla: Regular sightings of both sexes. Recent studies indicate that the genus Setophaga is best embedded in Dendroica.
Prothonotary Warbler  Protonotaria citrea: A couple of these very smart warblers was seen on the Puerto Concha boat trip. Protonotarius is late Latin for a Byzantine court notary, later a prothonotary or Vatican registrar who wore golden yellow robes.
Northern Waterthrush  Seiurus noveboracensis: A handful of observations. Named after New York: Eboracum was the Roman name for York in England.
Masked Yellowthroat  Geothlypis aequinoctialis: A few observations of this well-voiced breeding species.
Slate-throated Whitestart (S-t Redstart)  Myioborus miniatus: Frequent observations. We saw two races, pallidiventris (slightly paler below) in the Coastal Cordillera and in the Andes of Lara (Yacambú NP) and ballux in the Andes of Mérida.
White-fronted Whitestart (W-f Redstart)  Myioborus albifrons: This Venezuelan endemic was quite numerous at higher elevations in the Andes, with our best views at eye-level in northern Táchira. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Black-crested Warbler  Basileuterus nigrocristatus: Several showed well in the temperate forests of northern Táchira.
Citrine Warbler  Basileuterus luteoviridis: One was found  in temperate forest in northern Táchira.
Three-striped Warbler  Basileuterus tristriatus: Frequent sightings at middle elevations, both in the Coastal Cordillera and in the Andes.
Golden-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus culicivorus: Several observations of this widespread species.
Grey-throated Warbler  Basileuterus cinereicollis: Rather good views of a couple of birds along the Azulita road. This secretive species is endemic to Colombia and Venezuela. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Russet-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus coronatus: The race regulus was regular in northern Táchira and along the Pico Humboldt trail, with some birds showing very well.

THRAUPIDAE
Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola: Regular encounters with this spritely little bird. 
White-eared Conebill  Conirostrum leucogenys: Four showed well at Cerro La Misión and two behaved nicely in the Rio Frio Valley.
Blue-backed Conebill  Conirostrum sitticolor: Good views of the endemic subspecies intermedium in mixed flocks in northern Táchira. We also saw one in the gardens of our Los Frailes Hotel, high in the Santo Domingo Andes.
Magpie Tanager  Cissopis leveriana: Small numbers of this smart species were found at the western base of the Andes. 
Common Bush-Tanager  Chlorospingus ophthalmicus: This species was regularly encountered in the Coastal Cordillera, at Yacambú NP and along the Pico Humboldt trail. Recent data seem to indicate that this widespread tanager may consist of more than one species. Note also that recent genetic data indicate that Chlorospingus is not a member of the Thraupidae (tanager family).
Superciliaried Hemispingus  Hemispingus superciliaris: These social birds were regularly encountered in the forests of northern Táchira, here of the race chrysophrys.
Oleaginous Hemispingus  Hemispingus frontalis: Several encounters at Henri Pittier NP (hanieli) and in the Andes (ignobilis).
Grey-capped Hemispingus  Hemispingus reyi: This endemic was regularly seen in northern Táchira and along the Pico Humboldt trail. It is considered as ‘Near-Threatened’ by BirdLife International.
Slaty-backed Hemispingus  Hemispingus goeringi  (NL): Only Jonathan was lucky enough to get to grips with this rare and retiring endemic in an understorey flock in a patch of bamboo in northern Táchira. It is considered as ‘Vulnerable’ by BirdLife International.
Fulvous-headed Tanager  Thlypopsis fulviceps: Good views of several birds of the race meridensis in the Andes.
Guira Tanager  Hemithraupis guira: Small numbers of this lovely tanager were found all over our route.
Hooded Tanager  Nemosia pileata: A handsome pair was observed at Cerro La Misión. 
Rosy Thrush-Tanager (Rose-breasted T-T)  Rhodinocichla rosea: Although the liquid song of this odd tanager resounded from dry woodland and scrub in various directions, we only managed brief views of this most beautiful species.
Grey-headed Tanager  Eucometis penicillata: Several gave good views in the lower reaches of Henri Pittier NP.
White-lined Tanager  Tachyphonus rufus: Frequent encounters. The scientific species name obviously refers to the colouration of the female.
White-shouldered Tanager  Tachyphonus luctuosus: Several sightings of this widespread species.
Highland Hepatic-Tanager (Tooth-billed T)  Piranga lutea: A few. There is strong genetic evidence that this genus belongs in the Cardinalidae.
Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra: A wintering species from North America, regularly seen/heard.
White-winged Tanager  Piranga leucoptera: A couple were seen in Yacambú NP. This species is sometimes placed in the genus Spermagra.
Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo: Frequent encounters.
Crimson-backed Tanager  Ramphocelus dimidiatus: Good views of several in the Maracaibo basin, where it replaces the previous species. A colourful bird which strangely has been introduced into Tahiti, possibly by slaves from Panama.
Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus: Numerous and widespread at lower and middle elevations.
Glaucous Tanager  Thraupis glaucocolpa: Several showed well at Hato El Cedral.
Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum: Many sightings.
Blue-capped Tanager  Thraupis cyanocephala: Regular encounters with this handsome tanager. In the Coastal Cordillera we saw the blue-bellied olivicyanea (the prettier one, formerly considered a distinct species) and in the Andes we saw the grey-bellied auricrissa.
Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager  Anisognathus lacrymosus: Many good views of this handsome Andean tanager, here of the race melanops.
Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager  Anisognathus somptuosus: Several observations of the race venezuelanus in the Coastal Cordillera. It is amazing that this species is absent from the Mérida Andes.
Fawn-breasted Tanager  Pipraeidea melanonota: A couple of brief encounters in the Andes. A monotypic genus, the name of which literally means ‘having the form of a manakin’. This refers to this species’ bill, which was considered to be manakin-like.
Golden-rumped Euphonia  Euphonia cyanocephala: One of the prettiest euphonias, seen very well in the Andes.
Thick-billed Euphonia  Euphonia laniirostris: Many sightings.
Orange-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia xanthogaster: Regular encounters. In the Coastal Cordillera we observed exsul and in the Andes we saw the race badissima. The former is the only truly orange-bellied subspecies (which must account for the English name), most races having yellow underparts.
Trinidad Euphonia  Euphonia trinitatis: Frequent observations of this euphonia of drier habitats. This species may be conspecific with Purple-throated Euphonia E. chlorotica.
Blue-naped Chlorophonia  Chlorophonia cyanea: This pretty cloudforest denizen was seen at Henri Pittier NP and in the Andes.
Golden Tanager  Tangara arthus: A delightful tanager seen on numerous occasions. We saw the nominate race which shows a lot of chestnut mixed in with the golden yellow, making the birds look quite different from the Golden Tanagers further south in the Andes.
Saffron-crowned Tanager  Tangara xanthocephala: Good numbers of this beauty were found in mixed flocks at middle elevations in the Andes.
Rufous-cheeked tanager  Tangara rufigenis: Two showed very well in a fruiting bush at Henri Pittier NP. This restless species is endemic to Venezuela!
Beryl-spangled Tanager  Tangara nigroviridis: Many great looks at this widespread montane species. We saw two only slightly different-looking races, cyanescens in the Coastal Cordillera and lozanoana in the Andes.
Blue-and-black Tanager  Tangara vassorii: A few in the Andes, here of the nominate race.
Black-capped Tanager  Tangara heinei: Regular sightings at Henri Pittier NP and in the Andes, with good views of both sexes (most members of this genus show no or hardly any sexual dimorphism).
Black-headed Tanager  Tangara cyanoptera: Excellent views of both sexes of this attractive species at Henri Pittier NP.
Burnished-buff Tanager  Tangara cayana: Small numbers of this wonderfully named tanager were encountered.
Blue-necked Tanager  Tangara cyanicollis: Many good views of this stunner, here of the race hannahiae.
Speckled Tanager  Tangara guttata: Another tanager of which we saw two races, chrysophrys in the Coastal Cordillera and bogotensis in the Andes. The former has less yellow on the head.
Bay-headed Tanager  Tangara gyrola: Frequent encounters, with some birds even visiting the bird table at Rancho Grande. Birds here belong to the race toddi which has entirely green underparts. Note that the differences among subspecies groups in this species seem to be of the same magnitude as those between Bay-headed Tanager and Rufous-winged Tanager T. gyrola, and more than one species may be involved. In fact the viridissima subspecies group (‘Bay-and-green Tanager’, which includes toddi) was formerly treated as a separate species.
Blue Dacnis  Dacnis cayana: We saw both males and females of this widespread species.
Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza: Several performed at Henri Pittier NP, including a pair on the bird table.
Purple Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes caeruleus: Regular encounters at Henri Pittier NP.
Red-legged Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes cyaneus: Quite common in the drier areas of Henri Pittier NP.
Bluish Flowerpiercer  Diglossopis caerulescens: A few sightings at higher elevations, mostly in the Andes, but two birds were also seen near Colonia Tovar. Flowerpiercers are nectar thieves, as their name suggests piercing the flowers at their base without performing any pollination duties. Note the recent generic change (from Diglossa) of this and the next species.
Masked Flowerpiercer  Diglossopis cyanea: Fair numbers were observed in the Andes, here of the nominate race.
Mérida Flowerpiercer  Diglossa gloriosa: Several excellent sightings of this Venezuelan endemic. 
White-sided Flowerpiercer  Diglossa albilatera: A few birds of the nominate race were seen in the Andes.
Swallow Tanager  Tersina viridis: Good views of both sexes in the Henri Pittier NP and on both slopes of the Andes. Formerly placed in its own family, the Tersinidae. Genetic data however indicate that the species is embedded within the tanagers, and that it is most closely related to dacnises and honeycreepers.
Plushcap (Plush-capped Finch)  Catamblyrhynchus diadema: This bamboo-loving species was seen well by some of us in a stand of Chusquea bamboo in northern Táchira. Another one which used to be assigned to its own family, the Catamblyrhynchidae.

CARDINALIDAE
Greyish Saltator  Saltator coerulescens: Regular observations of this familiar species. The genus Saltator may not belong in this family.
Buff-throated Saltator  Saltator maximus: Scattered encounters. Birds here belong to the nominate race, just showing the black whiskers but not the big black ‘ring’ around the throat as some of you have seen in Central America.
Streaked Saltator  Saltator striatipectus: Only three sightings.
Orinocan Saltator  Saltator orenocensis: Superb looks at two pairs in the dry northwest, here of the race rufescens. We also encountered several of the nominate race in dry gallery woodland at Hato El Cedral. A handsome beast!
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  Pheucticus ludovicianus: A couple were seen along the Azulita road. Named after the Louisiana Territory or Colony, the Mississippi Basin claimed by France and named after King Louis XIV (‘Ludovicius’). Covering a much larger area than the present state of Louisiana, it was a Spanish possession from 1763, before being repossessed by the French and sold by Napoleon to the USA in 1803.
Ultramarine Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa cyanea: Excellent views of males and females in the dry scrub of the Sanare area.
Red-capped Cardinal  Paroaria gularis: Many great views at Hato El Cedral. Recent genetic data indicate that this genus may belong in the tanager family.
Vermilion Cardinal  Cardinalis phoenicius: A stunning speciality of arid habitats, with several males showing beautifully in the Coro area. This smart species is endemic to north-eastern Colombia and northern Venezuela.
Dickcissel  Spiza americana: A flock of more than 1000 of these North American wintering birds was admired on our Lake Maracaibo boat trip.

EMBERIZIDAE
Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina: This species, sometimes nicknamed ‘jolly jump-up’ was seen a number of times in open areas. Recent genetic data suggest that this genus, and also (see below) the genera Sporophila (seedeaters), Phrygilus (sierra-finches) and Sicalis (yellow-finches) probably belong in the tanager family.
Black-faced Grassquit  Tiaris bicolor: Regular observations in the dry northwest.
Lesser Seed-Finch  Oryzoborus angolensis: A singing male showed very well along the Rio Frio road.
Grey Seedeater  Sporophila intermedia: Scattered sightings all over our itinerary.
Black-and-white Seedeater  Sporophila luctuosa: A pair of this Andean species was found along the Azulita road.
Yellow-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila nigricollis: Many sightings, including birds in a variety of plumages.
Ruddy-breasted Seedeater  Sporophila minuta: Several birds, including cracking males, showed very well in the Chichiriviche area.
Plain-coloured Seedeater  Catamenia inornata: Regular observations of this unobtrusive species in the higher reaches of the Andes.
Plumbeous Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus unicolor: Quite numerous in the paramo at Pico Aguila.
Saffron Finch  Sicalis flaveola: Common and widespread at lower elevations, and also found in the llanos.
Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch  Sicalis columbiana: Common at Hato El Cedral. A bird that is particularly difficult to see away from the Venezuelan llanos.
Grey Pileated-Finch (Pileated F)  Coryphospingus pileatus: We obtained great views of a showy bird in the dry scrubby woodland below Sanare.
Moustached Brush-Finch  Atlapetes albofrenatus: Brief views only of this subtly attractive species in the Andes.
Ochre-breasted Brush-Finch  Atlapetes semirufus: Excellent looks at several at Henri Pittier NP, here of the Coastal Cordilleran race denisei.
Slaty Brush-Finch  Atlapetes schistaceus: Regular encounters with this species in the Andes, here of the race castaneifrons.
Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch  Buarremon brunneinuchus: Two similar subspecies were found: we saw xanthogenys in the Coastal Cordillera and frontalis in the Andes.
Tocuyo Sparrow  Arremonops tocuyensis: Superb views of several below Sanare. This near-endemic replaces the Black-striped Sparrow in more arid habitats.
Grassland Sparrow  Ammodramus humeralis: A few of these inconspicuous sparrows were seen in the llanos.
Yellow-browed Sparrow  Ammodramus aurifrons: This one was much more cooperative than the previous species and granted repeated good views in the llanos.
Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonotrichia capensis: Numerous at higher elevations. Note that capensis does not refer to Cape Horn, but to the Cape of Good Hope; a typical example of early specimen mislabelling or mix-up!

ICTERIDAE
Yellow-hooded Blackbird  Agelaius icterocephalus: This handsome species was seen in small numbers at Chichiriviche and on the Puerto Concha boat ride and in large numbers in the llanos. Recently it was shown that North American and South American Agelaius are not closely related to each other, and therefore the genus Chrysomus has been resurrected for the latter.
Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna: Small numbers of this widespread species were found in open country. We saw the race meridionalis in northern Táchira and the lowland race paralios elsewhere.
Red-breasted Blackbird  Sturnella militaris: This lovely bird was most conspicuous and quite common in the llanos.
Carib Grackle  Quiscalus lugubris: Numerous at lower elevations throughout. We also saw this species all along the western base of the Mérida Andes, south at least to the latitude of La Azulita. The map in the field guide does not show this species to occur in the Maracaibo basin at all, and we’re probably dealing with a recent range expansion.
Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis: Scattered encounters. A brood parasite on a wide variety of hosts.
Giant Cowbird  Molothrus oryzivora: Regular observations of this cacique and oropendola brood parasite. Males are very much larger than females.
Venezuelan Troupial (T, Common T)  Icterus icterus: This gorgeous bird – Venezuela’s national bird – was found to be fairly common near Coro and at Hato El Cedral. Some mind-boggling views.
Yellow-backed Oriole  Icterus chrysater: Small numbers of this colourful species were found at middle elevations in the Andes.
Yellow Oriole  Icterus nigrogularis: This neat dry country oriole was particularly numerous in the llanos.
Orange-crowned Oriole  Icterus auricapillus: Two excellent observations of this splendid species, which is endemic to eastern Panama, northern Colombia and northern Venezuela.
Oriole Blackbird  Gymnomystax mexicanus: Numerous in the llanos, and scattered sightings elsewhere. A species not found anywhere near Mexico...
Yellow-rumped Cacique  Cacicus cela: This species was very conspicuous on the Puerto Concha boat ride and at Hato El Cedral, but very few were seen elsewhere.
Yellow-billed Cacique  Amblycercus holosericeus: A couple of birds showed briefly in dense vegetation in northern Táchira.
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus: The most frequently encountered oropendola. Decumanus is Latin for a legionnaire of the tenth legion, a name referring to this oropendola’s dagger- or sword-like bill and shield-like casque.
Russet-backed Oropendola  Psarocolius angustifrons: Two distinct races were observed, oleagineus in the Coastal Cordillera and neglectus in the Andes. With different races replacing each other attitudinally in e.g. Colombia, more than one species is likely involved.

FRINGILLIDAE
Andean Siskin  Carduelis spinescens: Good views of several small flocks in the paramo. A somewhat nomadic species, this is one of the few native birds that uses non-native pine groves and scattered pine trees, now planted widely in the Venezuelan Andes.
Yellow-bellied Siskin  Carduelis xanthogastra: Scope views of several in the Andes.
Lesser Goldfinch (Dark-backed G)  Carduelis psaltria: Small numbers were found at Henri Pittier NP and at lower/middle elevations in the Andes.

PASSERIDAE
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus: This recent immigrant was noted at the Caracas International airport.

MAMMALS
Common Opossum (Black-eared O, Southern O)  Didelphis marsupialis: Three observations.
Giant Anteater  Myrmecophaga tridactyla: This amazing and endearing animal showed very well as we drove along the entrance track at Hato El Cedral. The following day another animal also performed.
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth (B-t S)  Bradypus variegatus: This relaxed creature was observed in detail at Henri Pittier NP.
Northern Lesser Long-nosed Armadillo (Llanos Long-nosed Armadillo)  Dasypus sabanicola: One was running about amongst the chalets at Hato El Cedral. A lovely critter.
Long-nosed Bat (Proboscis Bat)  Rhynchonycteris naso: Several were seen at the Puerto Concha dock.
Lesser White-lined Bat (Lesser Sac-winged Bat)  Saccopteryx leptura: The two bats that were found roosting on the chalets at Hato El Cedral were identified as this species. Many thanks to Jonathan for the research.
Greater Spear-nosed Bat  Phyllostomus hastatus: The 20 or so roosting bats that Jonathan and I observed in the western Andes were this species. It has two colour morphs (brown and reddish) and a very interesting harem based mating system. This species feeds heavily on other bats, at least in captivity, where it has been known to kill and devour smaller species of bats! Many thanks to Jonathan for the research.
Wedge-capped Capuchin Monkey  Cebus olivaceus: Small groups were seen at Henri Pittier and at Yacambú National Parks.
Red Howler Monkey (R H)  Alouatta seniculus: Frequently heard and regularly seen. We heard the really impressive and deafening morning chorus several times.
Crab-eating Fox (Common Zorro)  Dusicyon thous: Two showed very well at Hato El Cedral.
Jaguarundi  Felis yagouaroundi: This sleek cat was seen crossing a road near Tucacas.
Boutu (Pink River Dolphin)  Inia geoffrensis: Good views of two at Hato El Cedral.
Tucuxi (Grey Dolphin)  Sotalia fluviatilis: Four of these docile cetaceans were observed on Lake Maracaibo.
Brazilian Tapir  Tapirus terrestris: Magnificent views of two animals on our boat trip at Hato El Cedral. Marvellous to see these heavyweights lumber and splash about. Truly splendid stuff!
White-tailed Deer  Odocoileus virginianus: Numerous at Hato El Cedral.
Red-tailed Squirrel (Tropical Red S)  Sciurus granatensis: Regular sightings.
Capybara  Hydrochaerus hydrochaeris: Abundant at Hato El Cedral, though this large rodent has disappeared from many other ranches.
Central American Agouti  Dasyprocta punctata: One was seen at Rancho Grande.
Tapiti (Brazilian Rabbit)  Sylvilagus brasiliensis: Two were seen at Hato El Cedral.
Eastern Cottontail  Sylvilagus floridanus: A single animal was observed in the dry northwest.


REPTILES
Spectacled Caiman  Caiman crocodilus: Common and conspicuous in the llanos.
Orinocan Crocodile  Crocodylus intermedius: Good views at this endangered species at Hato El Cedral. A large, very impressive female was guarding her nest near our accommodation.
Green Anaconda  Eunectes murinus: A rather large specimen (3,5m+) was seen at point blank range in the marsh at Hato El Cedral. A remarkable creature!
Llanos Pond Turtle  Podocnemis vogli: These were the common terrapins in the llanos.
Green Iguana  Iguana iguana: Very common at Hato El Cedral.

APPENDIX: overall results of the ‘Bird of the trip’

Species			                                     Points

1st	Ocellated Tapaculo	54
2nd	Zigzag Heron	27
3rd	Barred Fruiteater	25
4th	Bearded Helmetcrest	24
5th	Agami Heron	21
6th	Saffron-headed Parrot	20
7th	Masked Duck 	19
	Orange-throated Sunangel	19
9th	Schwartz’s Antthrush	17
10th 	Solitary Eagle	14
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Scenery at Henri Pittier National Park (Mark Van Beirs)/ Orange-bellied Euphonia (Mark van Beirs)/ Red Howler Monkey (Dave Williamson)/ Yellow-shouldered Parrots (Jonathan Newman)/ Maracaibo Antshrike (Jonathan Newman)
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Hotel Los Frailes (Dave Williamson)/  Sundog or parhelion  (Dave Williamson)/ Scenery at Pico Aguila (Dave Williamson)/ Golden-tailed Starfrontlet (Jonathan Newman)/ Llanos with Jabiru and Scarlet Ibises (Jonathan Newman)
























[image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Scarlet Ibis (2).jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Sunbitterns (2).jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\888.jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Yellow-knobbed Curassow (2).jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Capybara (3).JPG]Yellow-knobbed Curassow (Dave Williamson)/  Capybara (Dave Williamson)/  Double-striped Thick-knee (Jonathan Newman)/ Sunbittern (Dave Williamson)/ Scarlet Ibis (Dave Williamson) 









[image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Great Potoo (2).jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Giant Anteater 4.jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\Burrowing Owl 17 MVB.JPG][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\987.jpg][image: C:\Users\Mark\Desktop\fotos W Venezuela voor Tour report & website\967.jpg]
White-naped Xenopsaris (Jonathan Newman)/ White-tailed Hawk (Jonathan Newman)/  Burrowing Owl (Mark Van Beirs)/  Giant Anteater (Dave Williamson)/  Great Potoo (Dave Williamson)
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Pinnated Bittern (Jonathan Newman)/ Lesser White-lined Bat (Dave Williamson)/ Agami Heron (Dave Williamson)/ Brazilian Tapir (Mark Van Beirs) 
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Orinoco Goose (Mark Van Beirs)/ Grey-necked Wood-Rail (Dave Williamson)/  Hoatzin (Dave Williamson)/ Carmencita, the Orinocan Crocodile (Mark Van Beirs)/ Green Anaconda (Mark Van Beirs)/ Zigzag Heron (Dave Williamson)


45  Birdquest: Western Venezuela 2010

image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg
e





image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg
Bt T T




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg
vy

s

5




image22.jpeg




image23.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg




image26.jpeg




image27.jpeg




image28.jpeg




image29.jpeg




image30.jpeg




image31.jpeg




image32.jpeg




image33.jpeg




image34.jpeg




image35.jpeg




image36.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg





WESTERN VENEZUELA

20 FEBRUARY -7 MARCH 2010

TOUR REPORT

B e e

e Gy o i g, B Ot 1, Y




