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The Rufous-winged Sunbird was discovered in the Udzungwa Mountains in 1981 and its population is estimated at 6,850 individuals. 

We enjoyed exceptionally good views this year of this most unusually coloured sunbird. (Nik Borrow) 
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We had first visited the more remote mountains of the Eastern Arc Mountains in 2003 and since then we 
have evolved and reformatted this specialist tour that embraces spiky East African thorn-bush, dry scrubby 
plains and floodplains, miombo woodland and of course those havens of biodiversity and endemism; the 
Eastern Arc Mountains and remote Pemba Island. The aim of this trip was to try to see some of the most 
difficult endemic Tanzanian birds. We began with White-headed Mousebirds and Tsavo Sunbirds in the 
thorn-scrub en route to Same and brightly plumaged Taveta Golden Weavers along the Pangani River. On 
the heights of the South Pare Mountains, we sought out the South Pare White-eye and Usambara Double-
collared Sunbird, Golden-winged Sunbird and Brown-breasted Barbet were also found. In the West 
Usambaras undergrowth skulkers such as Red-capped Forest Warbler, Spot-throat, White-chested Alethe 
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and Usambara Akalat (or Ground Robin) were all seen along with the recently split Usambara Thrush whilst 
the elusive Usambara Weaver was watched gleaning, nuthatch-like along the moss-festooned branches. 
The neighbouring East Usambara Mountains yielded Long-billed Forest Warbler, Kretschmer’s Longbill, 
Usambara Hyliota and Uluguru Violet-backed, Amani and Banded Green Sunbirds. To top it all a magnificent 
Usambara Eagle Owl was seen well. Flying to the relaxing island of Pemba we found all four endemics. The 
Pemba White-eye and Pemba Sunbird both offered no great challenge but the Pemba Green Pigeon took 
more time and it took several hours before everyone had seen the Pemba Scops Owl hooting away above 
our heads. The endemic Pemba Flying Fox was also seen. Flying on a special chartered flight we continued 
to Iringa and began our explorations of the sprawling Udzungwa Mountains. We returned to an excellent new 
site to the itinerary where we battled for views of Dapple-throat, marvelled at the beautiful Rufous-winged 
Sunbird and also found the pretty Swynnerton’s Robin, Sharpe’s Akalat and superb White-winged Apalis. In 
another sector of the mountains we struggled with the desirable Udzungwa Forest Partridge, which was 
elusive this year, and although heard every day was ultimately only seen by half the group and another 
specialty, the Kipengere Seedeater was only heard. However other goodies such as Iringa Akalat, Yellow-
throated Greenbul, Olive-flanked Ground Robin, Uhehe Fiscal, Moreau’s Sunbird and a stunning African 
Grass Owl were all successfully added to the list. We headed back north through habitat where we found the 
endemic Ashy Starling and recently split Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill. The dry, open floodplain of the 
Kilombero River produced Kilombero Weaver and two endemic species of cisticola currently known as 
White-tailed and Kilombero Cisticolas but both still awaiting formal description. Mikumi National Park 
produced a marvellous selection of game that included a pride of Lions but the birds really stole the show 
and we were treated to Racket-tailed Rollers, excitable Speckle-throated Woodpeckers, shining Hofmann’s 
Sunbird and chunky Cinnamon-breasted Tits. Visiting the Uluguru Mountains, an excursion into the mountain 
top forests there gave us the Uluguru Bushshrike and dazzling Loveridge’s Sunbirds. We finished the tour 
watching the beautiful Böhm’s Bee-eater before travelling back via the recently resurrected ‘Ruvu’ Weaver (a 
taxon of uncertain affinities) to Dar es Salaam where this incredible tour came to a close. Other noteworthy 
species included Olive Ibis (heard only), Southern Banded Snake Eagle, Buff-spotted Flufftail (heard only), 
White-cheeked Tern, Fischer’s Turaco, Scheffler’s Barred Owlet (heard only), Usambara Nightjar, Mangrove 
Kingfisher, Pale-billed Hornbill, Green Tinkerbird, Brown-backed Honeybird, Pallid Honeyguide, Mombasa 
Woodpecker (heard only), Dickinson’s Kestrel, Forest, Dark and Eastern Black-headed Batises, Rosy-
patched Bushshrike, Pringle’s Puffback (heard only), Fülleborn’s and East Coast Boubous, Green-headed 
Oriole, Fischer’s Sparrow Lark, Pink-breasted Lark, Shelley’s, Mountain, Stripe-faced, Grey-olive, Placid and 
Lowland Tiny and Montane Tiny Greenbuls, Little Yellow Flycatcher, Black-lored and Coastal Cisticolas, 
Chapin’s and Brown-headed Apalises, Northern Pied Babbler, Golden-breasted Starling, Kenrick’s and 
Sharpe’s Starlings, Rüppell’s Robin-Chat, Plain-backed and Forest Double-collared Sunbirds, Swahili 
Sparrow, Bertram’s Weaver, Zanzibar Red Bishop, Southern Citril, Southern Grosbeak Canary and Yellow-
browed Seedeater. 
 
We arrived at Kilimanjaro Airport late at night, under cover of darkness and boarded our sturdy and spacious 
four-wheel drive landcruiser that ferried us quickly to our nearby hotel. We awoke in the morning to find 
ourselves conveniently situated in an attractive garden where we managed to tick off Mount Kilimanjaro 
before the cloud covered it from view. A pair of Palm-nut Vultures favoured one of the trees and noisy 
Hadada Ibises broke the silence. Abyssinian White-eyes and Collared, Variable, Scarlet-chested and 
Amethyst Sunbirds gathered in the flowering trees that also provided convenient perching posts for 
enormous Silvery-cheeked Hornbills and Crowned Hornbills. Our only Cinnamon-chested Bee-eaters of the 
trip were seen and other species that showed well included; White-eared Barbet, Moustached Tinkerbird, 
Violet-backed and Kenrick’s Starlings, Red-backed Mannikin and Southern Citril. 
 
After breakfast we made our way into the thorn-bush scrublands that have spread from Tsavo in Kenya 
through the Mkomazi Game Reserve to seep between the gaps in the Eastern Arc Mountains and finally 
terminate in the region around Same. Here these lands are increasingly being infringed and nibbled away by 
the charcoal burners and it was horrific to see how much habitat had disappeared since our last visit. Recent 
rain had induced some bird activity and gradually species became apparent and in this degraded habitat we 
slowly added to our lists as we notched up some interesting birds. Tsavo, Eastern Violet-backed and 



	  
	  

3  BirdQuest Tour Report: Remote Tanzania   www.birdquest-tours.com 
	  

Hunter’s Sunbirds flitted between bushes that provided prominent perches for Pink-breasted Lark and Fork-
tailed Drongo. Tail-waving Red-fronted Warblers foraged on the ground below Pygmy Batises that piped 
from bushes where gurgling Slate-coloured Boubous were hiding and upon which Sombre Greenbuls sat up 
to sing. Dodson’s Bulbul and the striking Somali Bunting proved no problem to see, we delighted in the tail-
wiggling antics of displaying D’Arnaud’s Barbets and as Blue-naped Mousebirds sped past on whirring wings 
we also hunted out the less common White-headed Mousebird and Southern Grosbeak Canary. During our 
day in the area the diminutive Mouse-coloured Penduline Tit was spotted and Acacia Tit seen well although 
these were outshone by colourful species such as Lilac-breasted Roller, Golden-breasted and Superb 
Starlings, Red-bellied Parrot, Orange-breasted Bushshrike and even the migrant European Bee-eaters that 
were passing through. Some Fischer’s Starlings put in an appearance and other ‘bush birds’ included 
Crested Francolin, Spotted Thick-knee, Black-faced Sandgrouse, Mourning Collared, Ring-necked, Laughing 
and Namaqua, Doves, Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, White-bellied Go-away-bird, White-browed Coucal, 
Klaas’s Cuckoo, Grey-headed Kingfisher, African Hoopoe, Abyssinian Scimitarbill, Northern Red-billed and 
Von der Decken’s Hornbills, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Black-throated Barbet, Lesser Honeyguide, Nubian and 
Cardinal Woodpeckers, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Brubru, Northern White-crowned Shrike, Northern and 
Red-faced Crombecs, Buff-bellied Warbler, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Grey-backed Camaroptera, Grey Wren-
Warbler, Yellow-bellied Eremomela White-browed Scrub Robin, African Grey Flycatcher, Spotted Palm 
Thrush, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Yellow-spotted Petronia, Black-necked and Vitelline Masked 
Weavers, Red-billed Quelea, Green-winged Pytilia, Cut-throat Finch, Red-billed Firefinch, Red-cheeked 
Cordon-bleu, Purple Grenadier and Straw-tailed Whydah. 
 

  
Our African adventure began in the thorn-scrub around Nyumba ya Mungu where the dazzling Golden-breasted Starling (left) was found 

and a trio of very impressive Verreaux’s Eagle-Owls blinked with pink eye-lids at us (right) (Nik Borrow) 
 

The morning was progressing all too quickly as we moved on to search the banks of the Pangani River for 
Taveta Golden Weavers and were pleased to find some smart males as well as the females in their 
somewhat dowdier plumage. A trio of Verreaux’s Eagle-Owls in a tree was a surprise and we also found 
Wire-tailed Swallow, a small group of Fischer’s Sparrow Lark, the striking White-headed Buffalo Weaver and 
a superb Rosy-patched Bushshrike. 
 
From the shoreline of the reservoir where most of the vegetation had been nibbled away by the roving herds 
of goats; we scanned the vast expanse of water with our scopes. A fair selection of waterbirds was present 
and included Little Grebe, White-faced Whistling Ducks, Red-billed Teal, Yellow-billed Stork, African Sacred 
and Glossy Ibises, African Spoonbill, Black-crowned Night Heron, Striated, Grey, Purple and Black Herons, 
Great and Little Egrets, Reed and White-breasted Cormorants, Red-knobbed Coot, African Jacana, Grey-
headed Gull and Malachite and Giant Kingfishers. Resident shorebirds such as Water Thick-knee and 
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Blacksmith, Spur-winged and Kittlitz’s Plovers occurred alongside returning Palearctic migrants that included 
Black-winged Stilt, Caspian and Ringed Plovers, Marsh and Curlew Sandpipers, Common Greenshank, 
Common Sandpiper, Little Stint and Ruff. A lone African Fish Eagle and a couple of distant African Skimmers 
were seen whilst chequered Pied Kingfishers hovered above the still waters that were patrolled by Gull-
billed, White-winged and Whiskered Terns, the latter included individuals in dapper breeding plumage. It had 
been a full day and we had notched up an incredibly long bird list so we continued on to Same and happily 
bedded down for the night at the most accommodating Elephant Motel. 
 

  
Along the Pangani River we found a pair of Eastern Black-headed Batis (left). The colourful Somali Bunting showed well in the Nyumba 

ya Mungu thorn bush. (right) (Nik Borrow) 
 

  
Both Usambara Double-collared Sunbird (left) and Golden-winged Sunbird (right) were seen well in the South Pare Mountains although 

the latter were looking rather worn! (Nik Borrow) 
 

The next day was devoted to an excursion into the South Pare Mountains and we followed the long and 
winding dirt road that led us up to the top of the mountains where at above 2,000 metres the Shengani Peak 
is still draped in some remnant forest. Black-chested Snake Eagle, Augur Buzzard, Trumpeter Hornbill and 
African Stonechat were seen along the way and upon arrival we soon came across our main quarry the 
endemic South Pare White-eye. We encountered no problems at all in getting good views of this pretty little 
bird that is sadly, poorly illustrated in the literature. Hartlaub’s Turacos croaked away in the distance and 
several were seen. Mountain Greenbuls and Usambara Double-collared Sunbirds were common and the 
polymorphic Bar-throated Apalis here of the endemic race pareensis (part of the “murina” group) put in an 
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appearance. The wind-chime, tinklings of several Sharpe’s Starlings reached our ears and we had excellent 
views of them. Waller’s Starlings whistled from the treetops and the beautiful, melodious phrases of African 
Hill Babblers sounded out along with the rhythmic cadences of Evergreen Forest Warblers and a pair of 
these skulkers was coaxed to leave their hiding place. We also found Black-headed Apalis, Cape and 
Rüppell’s Robin-Chats, White-tailed Crested Flycatcher, Baglafecht Weaver, Red-faced Crimsonwing and 
Oriole Finch. 
 
During our descent we gathered up more species and in some flowering Leonotis we watched both Golden-
winged and Malachite Sunbirds whilst in a spreading fruiting fig we found the much-wanted Brown-breasted 
Barbet. Once down the bottom of the mountain there were Lanner Falcon and Eastern Chanting Goshawk, 
to be seen but we had to press on in order to reach our accommodation in the West Usambaras situated 
above the German influenced town of Lushoto in the very comfortable Muller’s Mountain Lodge, our base for 
the next three nights. We arrived at dusk to be welcomed by tea, coffee and cakes followed by a fine meal in 
this delightful homely place. 
 
In the West Usambaras, we had allowed two full days to find the specialities, as several are notoriously 
difficult to see well. The first morning we started early and visited the famous Magamba Sawmill road. It was 
a somewhat damp and dull early morning and any initial activity died away quickly leaving the forest fairly 
silent. 
 

  
Eastern Arc endemic Usambara Akalat (top left) put on a great show at an ant swarm and for added colour there was also the White-

starred Robin (top right). 
 

We started well with some fantastic views of an excitable pair of Red-capped Forest Warblers (or African 
Tailorbird) and upon entering the forest were very happy when we heard the loud whistles and luscious song 
phrases from a pair of Spot-throats. Despite being a reasonably common species, this furtive bird can be 
notoriously difficult to see and the first pair of this mega-skulker didn’t really want to show themselves at all. 
However with persistence we finally tracked down another more cooperative pair and eventually obtained 
some amazing views of these difficult birds. A little further on we managed views of the recently split 
Montane Tiny Greenbul above us in the canopy and on the forest floor we were incredibly lucky to come 
across both the rare endemic Usambara Akalat and White-chested Alethe busy at an ant swarm and were 
treated to magnificent views of these often very retiring species. Some White-starred Robins added some 
glorious colour to the proceedings and immediately after our picnic lunch a pair of Usambara Weavers were 
spotted foraging along the moss-festooned branches of a tall tree. Miraculously we had seen all the key birds 
in one morning! 
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A perched Mountain Buzzard (bottom left) allowed good looks as the mists cleared and in the undergrowth Red-capped Forest Warblers 

(bottom right) proved easy to see. (Nik Borrow) 
 

We were now free to catch up on some more common species and generally enjoy the forest but the 
weather had different plans for us and for the remaining time we struggled with mist or rain. The dapper 
Usambara (split from Northern Olive or Mountain) Thrush proved no problem to see and the attractive 
endemic Lushoto Mountain Squirrel was seen along with some Angola Pied Colobus sporting their shaggy 
coats and pendulous tails. Hartlaub’s Turacos flaunted themselves in front of us, several Bar-tailed Trogons 
were found and we managed to sort out some Shelley’s, Stripe-faced and Placid Greenbuls. Mountain 
Buzzard and handsome Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeons were much more obliging and Fülleborn’s Black 
Boubou showed well. At the end of our second day we found some rather wet roadside Dusky Turtle Doves. 
Also noted during our visit were African Goshawk, Green Barbet, Forest Batis, Black-fronted Bushshrike, 
Grey Cuckooshrike, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Cinnamon Bracken Warbler and African Yellow 
White-eye. 
 

  
We were plagued by rain in the West Usambaras but we still did amazingly well! Both Dusky Turtle Dove (left) and Eastern Golden 

Weaver (right) were seen well towards the end of our stay. (Nik Borrow) 
 
It was time to move on and returning to lower altitudes we retraced our steps through the valley below 
Lushoto enjoying some excellent birding and adding some rather distant Striped Pipit to our lists. Both Grey-
olive Greenbul and the recently split East Coast Boubou were seen, Mountain Wagtails bobbed along a 
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small stream where there were breeding Eastern Golden Weavers, showy Mocking Cliff Chats and White-
browed Robin-Chats and Black-throated Wattle-eyes were also seen well. 
 
We continued on our journey and squeezed in a few birds at a marsh that held the recently split Coastal 
Cisticola and breeding plumaged Zanzibar Red Bishop. We then wound our way up into the East Usambara 
Mountains towards Amani and spent the rest of the afternoon birding the lower slopes. Fischer’s Turaco 
flashed crimson wings and we saw our first splendid Green-headed Orioles and a sizeable group of 
Chestnut-fronted Helmetshrikes. However, most of our afternoon was spent trying to see some Lowland Tiny 
Greenbuls and an elusive and admittedly rather uninspiring, Kretschmer’s Longbill. Some exceedingly 
juvenile Estrildid finches here puzzled us. With their chocolate-grey heads, slate-grey upperparts and red 
rumps the plumage suggested Red-headed Bluebill of the endemic race cana rather than a twinspot or 
firefinch however their bills were solid dark grey with no hint of the adult colour coming through as depicted 
in most guides. Finches and Sparrows by Clement et al suggest that the grey bill is normal for very young 
birds but is vague as to exactly how long it takes for the colour to emerge. Also seen were Wahlberg’s Eagle, 
Green-backed Honeybird, Square-tailed Drongo, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, Mosque Swallow and Dark-
backed Weaver. 
 
The East Usambaras are separated from the West by a valley and the mountains themselves rise to a 
somewhat lower altitude. Once again, patches of forests cling to the tops but this time they are fragmented 
by extensive tea estates. However, the Amani area has been designated a ‘nature reserve’ and the birdlife 
continues to survive. Strangely enough, one of the most difficult birds to see here is the Amani Sunbird (far 
easier to see in Sokoke Forest in Kenya) but we succeeded in seeing it during this trip in the ‘garden’ of our 
simple but quite comfortable hilltop camp where in a wooded setting we enjoyed some great hospitality and 
some excellent food. Again two full days had been allocated at this site and in particular we hoped to see the 
Usambara Eagle Owl that we had successfully seen during our previous tour. We were therefore up early in 
the darkness on the first morning and fortunately heard an owl calling back at us but although it did not seem 
far we simply could not see it. Each night of our stay an Scheffler’s Barred Owlet also tortured us by calling 
all night but it was never close enough to see and surprisingly would not respond to playback. 
 

  
Half-collared Kingfishers (left) frequent the waterways in the East Usambaras but the rare Long-billed Forest Warbler (right) is not so 

easy to find. (Nik Borrow) 
 
One of the rarest birds to look for at Amani is the Long-billed Forest Warbler (aka tailorbird or apalis) and we 
decided to make this elusive species a priority so the following morning we set off to the best area we knew 
to see the species. On the journey we paused for a superb Southern Banded Snake Eagle complete with 
snake in its talons and later to see a superb Half-collared Kingfisher that sat and posed for us nicely. The 
forest edges that the apalis prefers were noisy with birdsong, which included many Little Greenbuls but from 
our special quarry there was not a sound. A Scaly-throated Honeyguide purred from the canopy of the tallest 
trees and it was eventually persuaded to show itself. We continued hunting the known territories of the 
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warbler and by late morning we finally connected with a pair that allowed some great views although they 
would promptly disappear into thick cover. After this success a ridiculously showy Little Rush Warbler 
displaying at our feet followed a leader-only adult Red-headed Bluebill that flew across our path. In the 
garden of our camp a flowering tree was attracting a good number of sunbirds and we were delighted to 
obtain views of endemic Banded Green Sunbird and Uluguru Violet-backed Sunbirds alongside Purple-
banded Sunbird and even a male Amani Sunbird! 
 

  
Roving flocks of Chestnut-fronted Helmetshrikes (left) were met with in the dry woodlands of the lower slopes of the East Usambaras 

and we obtained excellent views of the diminutive Green Tinkerbird (right). (Nik Borrow) 
 
We spent a great deal of time thereafter searching the lower slopes of the mountains for the decidedly 
elusive Usambara Hyliota but although we found a delightful male African Broadbill twirling on his perch and 
dainty Little Yellow Flycatchers the birding was slow in the extreme. During the course of the day and the 
following morning we managed to connect with most species. A colourful Red-capped Robin-Chat showed 
well as did a very responsive Green Tinkerbird. A super Black Sparrowhawk posed and another great sight 
was of a Crowned Eagle being mobbed by an African Harrier Hawk. Other noteworthy species included 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher, White-eared Barbet, Pallid Honeyguide, Little Spotted (split from Green-backed) 
Woodpecker, Pale Batis, Eastern Nicator, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Green-backed Camaroptera, 
Black-bellied Starling, Red-tailed Ant Thrush, Kurrichane Thrush, Grey Tit-flycatcher, Ashy Flycatcher, Green 
Twinspot, Cabanis’s Bunting,  
 
On our final morning we were once again up in the dark pre-dawn trying for the Usambara Eagle Owl but this 
time there was no sound from our quarry and then a squall of rain dispelled all hopes of seeing the bird. We 
were getting wetter and dawn was not far away but it seemed that there was little other choice than to give 
up. We squelched back towards the camp but then a sudden turn of events meant that the rain stopped and 
the owl started calling and thankfully very close so that it wasn’t too long before we had it caught in the torch 
beam! The overnight rain also had the effect of freshening up the birds and back on the lower slopes a 
feeding frenzy of hungry nectar feeders were all gaining energy and there amongst them was a pair of 
Usambara Hyliota – it had been quite a morning! 
 
The last bird before it was time to leave turned out to be a Plain-backed Sunbird but then it was time to drive 
the short distance to Tanga where we connected with the afternoon flight to the tiny island of Pemba famous 
for its spices and in particular its cloves. For the general tourist, the island offers rest and relaxation, for the 
diver superb coral reefs and amazingly for the birder four endemics. We arrived on the island and stopping 
briefly for a roadside Dickinson’s Kestrel, headed straight for the new Matango Lodge on the coast 
conveniently situated near Ngezi Forest where we tried for some hours to lure at least one of the many 
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Pemba Scops Owls into view. In the end we succeeded and enjoyed some great views and returned back to 
the lodge to enjoy some cold beers and a delicious seafood supper – it had been quite a day! 
 

  
On the 11th October we began the day with a Usambara Eagle Owl (left) in the East Usambara Mountains and finished it with a Pemba 

Scops Owl (right) on the remote island of Pemba – it had been quite a (long) day! (Nik Borrow) 
 

  
Apart from the four endemics we also enjoyed colourful birds on Pemba such as Mangrove Kingfisher (left) and Brown-headed Parrot 

(right). (Nik Borrow) 
 
We woke the next morning to the sound of the waves crashing on the shore and were up at dawn to find a 
turquoise blue sea, endless beaches and coral rag outcrops there to greet us. The endemic Pemba White-
eye and Pemba Sunbird were in the garden but most of the sunbirds were seemingly in a state of ‘undress’. 
After breakfast we turned out attention to the next missing endemic the Pemba Green Pigeon that was to 
become annoyingly elusive this year. In fact it seemed that bird numbers were down generally and the 
usually busy pools by Ngezi Forest were much quieter than usual. However some Brown-headed Parrots 
were a welcome find and the pools held beautiful Mangrove Kingfishers as well as African Pygmy Goose, 
Purple and Striated Herons, Common Moorhen, African Jacana and Zitting Cisticola. Our efforts at finding 
the pigeon were thwarted by more rain but we doubled our chances by enlisting the help of the local guides 
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who went off scouting the entire area while we stood watch over the lake. As the rain eased a pair of pigeons 
finally flew past and landed on a distant tree for scope views. It was almost lunchtime by now so this was a 
great relief but then a phone call came through to tell us that our scouts had located the pigeon as well so we 
drove to the edge of the forest where we were led to a tree and peered up vertically above us to enjoy some 
very fine ventral views in the gloomy forest. Whilst struggling with the angle another more accessible bird 
was found and finally we were all enjoying some good views of this island endemic! 
 
The tide was rising and on the beach were Dimorphic Egret, Grey Plover, Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers, 
Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling and Curlew Sandpiper and although somewhat distant out at sea 
were Greater and Lesser Crested, Common, White-cheeked and Saunders’s Terns. However more rain and 
a dull end to the day brought our birding activities to a close. 
 
We departed our lodge in darkness the following morning stopping briefly to look at some Pemba Flying 
Foxes and returned early to Chake Chake where after an hour’s delay due to the late opening of the airport, 
our chartered plane flew us directly to Iringa. This wonderful journey was a trip highlight in itself and enabled 
us to get a marvellous alternative view of this vast country and its expanses of natural wilderness. From 
Iringa we drove to Uluti in the Udzungwa Mountains a location that is a recent addition to this itinerary and 
promised a better chance of seeing Dapple-throat and Rufous-winged Sunbird, two species that had eluded 
us on earlier tours. The drive took us over some interesting mountain roads and full credit to our driver for 
getting us there safely. Our arrival caused a great deal of excitement and interest. The extra income to the 
village was almost certainly an incentive and it was surprising just how many women signed up for the job 
tossing our heavy bundles effortlessly onto their heads and shoulders and virtually running up the mountain 
with them! We struggled on behind taking each step slowly and noticed Angolan Swallow, African Yellow 
Warbler, Wailing and Black-lored Cisticolas the latter singing out their ‘squeaky gate’ songs and Red-collared 
Widowbird. We finally reached our camp deep inside the forest and settled down for the night. 
 
We woke to a fresh morning and the dawn chorus was really extremely impressive for even from our camp 
we could hear Swynnerton’s Robin singing but the bird proved to be elusive in the shadowy undergrowth. 
Nearby there was Dapple-throat too but again we only obtained the briefest glimpses of this mega-skulker. 
We fared somewhat better with the charming Sharpe’s Akalat and during our walks over both of the days we 
were in the forest we encountered the wonderful Rufous-winged Sunbird and were treated to excellent 
views. This rare bird was first discovered in the Udzungwa Mountains in 1981 and its population is currently 
estimated at 6,850 individuals. The recently split Dark (from Forest) Batis was easy to see and we tracked 
down Forest Double-collared Sunbird and a White-winged Apalis in the topmost boughs of a tall Albizia. A 
pair of Cassin’s Hawk-Eagles was seen displaying over the forest and our first Livingstone’s Turacos, Olive 
Woodpecker and Orange Ground Thrush were found. We had time to play with a responsive Barred Long-
tailed Cuckoo that dashed back and forth and at night there were African Wood Owls at our campsite. On 
our second morning the pretty little Swynnerton’s Robin eventually gave itself up after a long struggle and 
even a pair of Dapple-throat allowed us some views during a long and patient wait. 
 
The Udzungwa Forest Partridge prefers a different type of forest and is not at all widespread through these 
sprawling mountains and so it was time to move to a different area and we retraced our steps and 
descended both by foot and then by car to relocate to the mountains of the West Udzungwas and the West 
Kilombero Forest Reserve. All was going splendidly until we were climbing one of the steepest slopes when 
there was an ominous crash from the undercarriage of our car and we alighted to find the prop shaft lying on 
the ground! The situation was that we had broken down on a dirt road in one of the remotest mountains in 
Tanzania where four-wheel drive is essential and it was already mid afternoon and we still had a long way to 
travel back to Iringa. The situation seemed hopeless and the sight of a male Bertram’s Weaver did little to 
console us. However our wonderful driver, Exaud managed to get the vehicle working in two-wheel drive and 
enlisting the help of half the nearby village to push the heavy vehicle up the remainder of the hill we 
astonishingly managed to get the car up to the very top after which it was pretty much downhill for the rest of 
the way to Iringa where we were due to spend the night and incredibly we got in at the reasonably 
respectable time of nine o’clock! 
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The consensus of opinion was that the vehicle in its present state would also make it to our next destination 
where we were due to begin our next trek however this proved not to be the case and we eventually found 
ourselves again halfway up a hill at a point of no return. This time the vehicle was teetering precariously at a 
worrying angle but once again our driver and a willing band of villagers managed to get us righted and on our 
way once again. All amazingly adventurous stuff except that this time we had a long and arduous six hours 
climb into the mountains ahead of us and it was already nearing mid-day. Since our pioneering first visit in 
2003, a well-worn path has now been made up into the high valley that was to harbour our campsite for the 
next three nights. This certainly facilitated the climb but it was still hard work as the trail wended its way up 
and down the deep valleys and across open scrubland where we found Brown-headed Apalis and Brown 
Parisoma. However, we took it steadily but slowly and where we could, stopped for breath and made 
attempts to view a few more life birds. In fact, it was on this climb that we had our first encounter with 
another of the prize birds of the trip, the attractive Udzungwa Forest-partridge only discovered here as 
recently as 1991 by Elia, our knowledgeable local guide. Astonishingly the birds were in exactly the same 
spot as we saw them back in 2009 but although they were calling only a short distance away from us there 
was no sign of any shape or form and as daylight was disappearing fast we plodded on and finally rolled (or 
perhaps collapsed) into our well-situated camp tired but happy to be in such a beautiful place where there 
was no sight of human disturbance other than our own and the only sounds came from the birds and animals 
that dwelt in this earthly paradise. 
 

  
Fülleborn’s Boubou (left) and the anderseni race of Usambara Weaver (right) were both seen well during our stay in the Udzungwa 

Mountains. (Nik Borrow) 
 
In the breathtakingly beautiful valley and during our walks through the forest we enjoyed watching the pretty 
double-collared sunbirds here that are now all considered to be the endemic Moreau’s Sunbirds rather than 
hybrids with the recently split Forest Double-collared Sunbird. Although we heard the partridges every day 
we only got to glimpse one briefly at the end of our last full day. We fared better with the endemic secretive 
Iringa Akalat and Yellow-throated Greenbul and managed some excellent views of both but sadly only heard 
the Kipengere Seedeater and were not able to make the bird out through the dense foliage. Olive-flanked 
Ground Robins were skulking but eventually showed well, we encountered a pair of Usambara Weavers of 
the race anderseni whilst new species for the tour included Scaly Francolin, Scarce Swift, Yellow-crowned 
Canary and Yellow-browed Seedeater. In the clear air, we gazed across the valley and as dusk fell and 
Usambara Nightjars started calling and flying around us an African Grass Owl was also seen well. 
 
Once again we were on the move and descended the mountain hearing partridges but sadly not even a 
glimpse was obtained. At the bottom we re-joined our vehicle, which then ferried us around the edge of the 
Udzungwa National Park. We stopped the car, now mended and functioning perfectly, for a roadside Uhehe 
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Fiscal and then onwards through the once extremely pretty Baobab Valley now marred by the piles of 
rubbish by the roadside that have been thrown out of the numerous express buses and other vehicles. The 
charcoal burners have also decimated the woodlands and the beautiful baobabs are now adorned by graffiti. 
In these surroundings we sought out endemic Ashy Starlings as well as Meyer’s Parrot and in the last 
minutes of daylight connected with the recently split endemic Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill. 
 

  
The endemic Ashy Starling (left) was seen in Baobab Valley and at Ifakara we were pleased to see a pair of Anchieta’s Tchagras (right). 

(Nik Borrow) 
 
Our next lodge was situated at the base of the Udzungwa Mountains. Needless to say we arrived in 
darkness and the night was over all too quickly however it was located in easy reach for our next destination. 
After a slightly delayed and somewhat comical breakfast due to the lodge kitchen having been invaded by 
Safari Ants with the waiter serving us with rolled up trousers in hops and jumps we then drove down to the 
normally hot and very dry Ifakara floodplain bordering the great Kilombero River.  
 

   
The Kilombero Weaver (left) was described as recently as 1990 but the ‘White-tailed’ (centre) and ‘Kilombero’ (right) Cisticolas are as 

yet still awaiting formal description. (Nik Borrow) 
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This is usually a sizzling hot somewhat unforgiving place but today it was overcast, cool and wet with rain 
falling as we arrived. This apparently unremarkable place is home to three newly discovered species, namely 
a weaver and two (as yet) still undescribed species of cisticola. Immediately we were watching good 
numbers of out of plumage Kilombero Weavers but a pair of Anchieta’s Tchagras proved to be more popular. 
Our attention was then drawn to the first of the cisticolas and we watched an obliging pair of ‘White-tailed’ 
Cisticolas (a Winding Cisticola type). With this one easily in the bag we went in search of some singing 
‘Kilombero’ Cisticolas (a lowland version of Black-lored Cisticola) and it wasn’t long before we were also 
watching a family group of these characterful cisticolas ‘dancing’ for us. Also here was a male Cuckoo-finch, 
White-fronted Bee-eaters hawked low over the dead grasses for insects and numerous Fan-tailed 
Widowbirds were joined by attractive little Orange-breasted (or Zebra) Waxbills and Red-billed Firefinches. 
African Marsh Harrier and Black-winged Kite hunted over the open plains frequented by African Wattled 
Lapwing and Collared Pratincole. At a busy pool we were pleased to see the hulking Coppery-tailed Coucal 
as well as Greater Painted-snipe and Lesser Swamp Warbler. Taking in Common Scimitarbill, Red-necked 
Falcon and Arrow-marked Babbler en route we returned to our lodge for lunch where we could admire 
endemic Iringa Red Colobus and Angola Pied Colobus before undertaking the short drive to Mikumi. 
 
We arrived at Mikumi National Park in time for a short game drive and headed straight to the Hippo Pools but 
news of Lions took us a little further and we were soon enjoying a close encounter with a sleepy pride. Our 
base for the next two nights was the delightful and extremely comfortable Vuma Hills Tented Camp and after 
the hardships of the past week we felt that we all deserved a little luxury. The camp is marvellously situated 
on a ridge overlooking the park thus affording some panoramic views. An added attraction is that at night it is 
visited by a selection of mammals that during our short stay included 10 Greater Galagos, 5 Ratels, several 
Rusty-spotted Genets and an African Civet! 
 

  
Nocturnal mammals in Mikumi included Greater Galago (left) and Ratel (right) that visited our camp at night. (Nik Borrow) 

 
We were away before dawn the next morning in order to reach an area of miombo on the outskirts of the 
park. It was a very fine, fresh morning in the woodlands and there seemed to be a lot of bird activity. Miombo 
Blue-eared Starlings were everywhere and Arnot’s Chats were numerous and associated with bird parties 
that held the desirable Cinnamon-breasted Tit as well as colourful Crested Barbet, African Hoopoe, White-
breasted Cuckooshrike, Grey Penduline Tit, Green-capped and Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Yellow-bellied 
Hyliota, Western Violet-backed Sunbird, Yellow-throated Petronia and Red-headed Weaver. Noisy Pale-
billed Hornbills were seen well and eventually two Racket-tailed Rollers were tracked down as were some 
excitable Speckle-throated Woodpeckers. A Thick-billed Cuckoo was a great and most welcome surprise, a 
Red-throated Wryneck showed well and we had terrific views of a Stierling’s Wren-Warbler. Flocks of both 
White-crested and Retz’s Helmetshrikes were popular finds and we also noted Grey-headed Bushshrike, 
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Black-crowned Tchagra, Brubru, Southern Black Flycatcher, Neddicky (or Piping) Cisticola, Orange-winged 
Pytilia, Jameson’s Firefinch and Blue Waxbill. Time was wearing on and with the morning almost over we 
had virtually ‘cleaned up’ with only one obvious omission and this was the incredibly localised Hofmann’s 
(split from Shelley’s) Sunbird. Then at what was literally the last moment before we decided to leave a 
female was seen feeding in some flowers and soon after we also located a male and we obtained some 
great views which really made this a morning to remember! 
 

   
 

  
Miombo birds in Mikumi National Park included species such as Pale-billed Hornbill (top left), Arnot’s Chat top (centre) and the highly 

desirable Racket-tailed Roller (top right). Small numbers of Caspian Plovers (bottom left) could be found on the Mikumi plains. 
Garrulous groups of Northern Pied Babblers (bottom right) were eventually found in the more bushy areas. (Nik Borrow) 

 
The rest of our stay at Mikumi was spent exploring the National Park on some meandering game drives 
across plains that held small numbers of Caspian Plovers as well as Black-bellied Bustard, Senegal and 
Crowned Lapwings, Fischer’s and Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Larks, Capped Wheatear, Desert Cisticola and 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver. Tail-waggling Long-tailed Fiscals and huge Southern Ground Hornbills were a 
feature of the park and Red-necked Spurfowls common. We also noted good numbers of the acrobatic 
Bateleur and there were a number of White-backed Vultures with singleton Rüppell’s and White-headed 
Vultures thrown in for good measure. A lone Grey Kestrel was also a bonus. It took some time but we finally 
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found a garrulous group of Northern Pied Babblers and large numbers of Vidua included Purple Indigobird 
and Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah. Our views of a roadside Common Buttonquail were simply amazing. 
Over the tsetse infested woodlands we watched Böhm’s Spinetail and at night we found Fiery-necked 
Nightjar. At the hippo pools and other water holes where various waders including Three-banded Plover had 
gathered, the sleepy hippos grunted and snorted in the waters ignoring some gimlet-eyed Nile Crocodiles. 
Other mammals in the park included Black-backed Jackal, African Elephant, Common Zebra, Common 
Warthog, Masai Giraffe, Cape Buffalo, Cape Bushbuck, Eland, Bohor Reedbuck, Waterbuck, Impala and 
Eastern White-bearded Wildebeest. Several species were frequently decorated with both Yellow-billed and 
Red-billed Oxpeckers. 
 
We then travelled towards the rather wretched town of Morogoro, which seemingly has nothing much to 
recommend itself to the casual visitor but for the birder at least the town has a comfortable hotel and is well 
situated at the base of the Uluguru Mountains. The following morning we were away early travelling along a 
dirt road that led us into the northern sector of the range. These mountains are seriously steep sided and 
hide the rare endemic Uluguru Bushshrike as well as the far commoner and very beautiful endemic 
Loveridge’s Sunbird. In order to ensure a good chance of seeing the bushshrike we had opted to stay 
overnight in the forest and once again our tented camp was being set up for us in a known territory. We took 
the cars as far as they could possibly go to the mission at Tegetero and after this remote village where a 
number of willing and able porters were rounded up to carry our overnight stuff up for us we began the slow 
trudge up towards the edge of the forest. The luggage sped on ahead as we steadily climbed a steep path 
that wound up the hillside through open cultivation. Once inside the forest it was a fairly short but steep climb 
to the camp and on the way we soon found ourselves feasting our eyes on the glorious endemic Loveridge’s 
Sunbird. All afternoon during our search Chapin’s Apalis was seen but there was no sight or sound of our 
special quarry until late in the day when we had all but given up hope of seeing it. Suddenly the loud and 
distinctive cries sounded out very close by and then the bird flew into view for repeated binocular views of it 
perched under the canopy of the tall trees. The brilliant yellow underparts of this hulking beast with its heavy 
bill shone out and one of our major targets for the trip was safely in the bag! 
 

   
Two special birds of the Uluguru Mountains; the beautiful Loveridge’s Sunbird (left) was seen easily but the Uluguru Bushshrike (centre) 

put in its only appearance late in the day but at least showed extremely well although the poor light at the end of the day did not lend 
itself well to photography! As we made our way back to Dar es Salaam we stopped off to look at the recently revived ‘Ruvu’ Weaver 

(right). (Nik Borrow) 
 
The following day we heard the Bushshrike distantly but did not see it but to compensate a magnificent 
perched Crowned Eagle put on a great show. We made our way back down the mountain and returned to 
Morogoro for an overnight stay before returning to Dar es Salaam. Although it was the last day the birding 
was far from over. On the way we made a stop to take in some Böhm’s Bee-eaters and also obtained good 
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looks at Yellow-bellied Greenbul and Red-throated Twinspot. At the Ruvu River we went in search of the 
recently revived Ruvu Weaver, a taxon that is enjoying a lot of scrutiny recently. First described by Hartlaub 
as Ploceus holoxanthus in 1861 it was subsequently lumped in Eastern Golden Weaver and ‘forgotten’. With 
its dark eye and streak in between the eye and bill it seems more closely related to Golden Palm Weaver P. 
bojeri and is currently being mooted as a species in its own right with DNA work currently in progress. 
Possibly an armchair tick for BirdQuest in years to come! Nearby there were stunning Northern Carmine 
Bee-eaters sat on the roadside wires and both Greater and Lesser Flamingos were found at Bagamoyo.  
 
With the trip coming to a successful end there was nothing else left to do but relax and reflect upon our 
notable achievements during this amazing tour. Ample time at all sites enabled us to have some marvellous 
views of some very difficult birds and thanks to a great camping team all was done in relative comfort which 
proved that a visit to these Eastern Arc mountains can be tough but thoroughly worthwhile and not half as 
daunting a prospect as it might seem. The birds that cling on to life in these fragile forests are well worth the 
effort seeing and one hopes that the more birders visit these areas then eventually more interest will be 
generated by everyone in protecting this fascinating part of the world. 
 

 
Sunset from our lodge after a wet afternoon on Pemba. (Nik Borrow) 
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We enjoyed wonderful views of the attractive Böhm’s Bee-eater on our last day as we journeyed back to Dar es Salaam. (Nik Borrow) 

 
SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (LO). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ 
birds for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two BirdQuest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its 
range; the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species). 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, BirdLife International’s 
magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, and updates on the BirdLife website: 
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/home 
CR = Critical, E = Endangered, V = Vulnerable, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient. 
 
BIRDS 
White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   Good numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu, on Pemba and Mikumi. 
Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Knob-billed Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos   Large numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
African Pygmy Goose  Nettapus auritus   Small numbers on Pemba. 
Red-billed Teal (R-b Duck)  Anas erythrorhyncha   2 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Helmeted Guineafowl  Numida meleagris   Common and easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
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Crested Francolin  Dendroperdix sephaena   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and in Mikumi NP. 
Scaly Francolin  Pternistis squamatus   1 flushed in the Udzungwas. 
Red-necked Spurfowl  Pternistis afer   Common and easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
 

 
Red-necked Spurfowl were common in Mikumi National Park. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Udzungwa Forest Partridge ◊  Xenoperdix udzungwensis (E)   Although heard each day only 1 bird seen by some. 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and on Pemba. 
Greater Flamingo   Phoenicopterus roseus   Seen at Bagamoyo. 
Lesser Flamingo   Phoeniconaias minor (NT)   Seen at Bagamoyo. 
Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   Sightings at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara, Mikumi NP and Ruvu River. 
African Open-bill Stork  Anastomus lamelligerus   Sightings at Ifakara, Mikumi NP and Ruvu River. 
Saddle-billed Stork  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis   1 in Mikumi NP. 
Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumenifer   1 in Mikumi NP. 
African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and on Pemba. 
Olive Ibis  Bostrychia olivacea (H)   Heard in the East Usambaras. 
Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash   Widespread sightings of this noisy bird. 
Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus   12+ at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
African Spoonbill  Platalea alba   12+ at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara and Mikumi NP. 
Striated Heron (Green-backed H)  Butorides striata   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba and Ifakara. 
Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   3 at Ifakara. 
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   A common and widespread species. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   Most numerous at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
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Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   Singletons on Pemba and at Ifakara. 
Great Egret  Ardea alba   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba and Ifakara. 
Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   4 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and Ifakara. 
Dimorphic Egret  Egretta dimorpha   Both black and white phase birds were seen on Pemba. 
Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   Widespread sightings in appropriate habitat throughout the tour. 
Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus   Small numbers at Ifakara and Mikumi NP. 
Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   1 at Ifakara. 
Reed Cormorant (Long-tailed C)  Phalacrocorax africanus   Most numerous at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
White-breasted Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-winged Kite (B- shouldered K)  Elanus caeruleus   A pair at Ifakara. 
African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   Widespread sightings. 
Palm-nut Vulture (Vulturine Fish Eagle)  Gypohierax angolensis   Widespread sightings in small numbers. 
European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus   Singletons of this Palearctic migrant at Hale and in Mikumi NP. 
White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus   (E) The most numerous vulture in Mikumi NP. 
Rüppell’s Vulture  Gyps rueppellii (E) 1 was seen well in Mikumi NP. 
White-headed Vulture  Trigonoceps occipitalis (V)   1 female in Mikumi NP. 
Black-chested Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis   In the Nyumba ya Mungu area and in Mikumi NP. 
Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinerascens   Singletons at Ifakara and in Mikumi NP. 
Southern Banded Snake Eagle ◊  Circaetus fasciolatus (NT)   Up to 5 seen in the East Usambara Mountains. 
Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus (NT)   Easy to see and most numerous in Mikumi NP. 
Crowned Eagle  Stephanoaetus coronatus (NT)   No less than 4 sightings during the tour. 
 

 
This magnificent Crowned Eagle allowed incredible views in the Ulugurus. (Nik Borrow) 
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Martial Eagle  Polemaetus bellicosus (V)   Singletons at Uluti and in Mikumi NP. 
Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis   5 widespread sightings. 
Wahlberg’s Eagle  Aquila wahlbergi   5 widespread sightings. 
Steppe Eagle  Aquila nipalensis   2 of these Palearctic migrants were seen in the Udzungwas. 
Cassin’s Hawk-Eagle  Aquila africana   A pair was seen displaying over Uluti on 14/10. 
Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   4 sightings. 
Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar   1 was seen well in Mikumi NP. 
Eastern Chanting Goshawk (Eastern Pale C G)  Melierax poliopterus   1 near Mombo. 
African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro   A number of sightings of the race sparsimfasciatus on the mainland. 
Little Sparrowhawk  Accipiter minullus   1 displaying over the Udzungwas. 
Black Sparrowhawk (Great S)  Accipiter melanoleucus   Singletons in the West Usambaras and on Pemba. 
 

  
An Eastern Chanting Goshawk (left) was seen well by the roadside en route to Mombo and a fine Black Sparrowhawk (right) posed for 

us in the East Usambaras. (Nik Borrow) 
African Marsh Harrier  Circus ranivorus   1 was seen at Ifakara. 
Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus aegyptius   Widespread sightings but nowhere particularly common. 
African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara and at the Ruvu River. 
Steppe Buzzard  Buteo [buteo] vulpinus   Small numbers of this Palearctic migrant. 
Mountain Buzzard  Buteo oreophilus   Easy to see in the various mountains. 
Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur   Small numbers seen and mainly in the north. 
Buff-crested Bustard  Lophotis gindiana (H)   Heard at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-bellied Bustard  Lissotis melanogaster   Easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
Buff-spotted Flufftail ◊  Sarothrura elegans (H)   Heard distantly in the East Usambaras. 
Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostris   1 was seen at the Ruvu River. 
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   Good numbers were seen on Pemba. 
Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata    
Common Buttonquail  Turnix sylvaticus   Incredible views of 1 in Mikumi NP. 
Water Thick-knee  Burhinus vermiculatus   Widespread sightings in suitable habitat. 
Spotted Thick-knee  Burhinus capensis   1 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and Bagamoyo. 
Blacksmith Lapwing  Vanellus armatus   Easily seen at Nyumba ya Mungu, Mikumi NP and Ruvu River. 
Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara and Bagamoyo. 
Senegal Lapwing (Lesser Black-winged Plover)  Vanellus lugubris   Good numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Crowned Lapwing  Vanellus coronatus   Common and easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   Easy to see at Ifakara. 
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Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   Small numbers of these Palearctic migrants on Pemba and at Bagamoyo. 
Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   Palearctic migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba and Bagamoyo. 
Kittlitz’s Plover  Charadrius pecuarius   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and 1 in Mikumi NP. 
Three-banded Plover  Charadrius tricollaris   1 in Mikumi NP. 
Lesser Sand Plover  Charadrius mongolus   Several seen on Pemba. 
Greater Sand Plover  Charadrius leschenaultii   Small numbers of these migrants on Pemba. 
Caspian Plover  Charadrius asiaticus   Small numbers of these migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu and in Mikumi NP. 
Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis   3 seen well at Ifakara. 
African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   Sightings at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba and at the Ruvu River. 
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   Good numbers of these Palearctic migrants on Pemba. 
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1 of these Palearctic migrants at Bagamoyo. 
Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis   Palearctic migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu and Bagamoyo. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   Palearctic migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba and Bagamoyo. 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   Palearctic migrants on Pemba, Ifakara and Mikumi NP. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   Singletons of this Palearctic migrant in Mikumi NP and at Bagamoyo. 
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   Widespread sightings of this Palearctic migrant. 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   Good numbers of this Palearctic migrant on Pemba. 
Sanderling  Calidris alba   Several of these Palearctic migrants on Pemba. 
Little Stint  Calidris minuta   Palearctic migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu, Mikumi NP and Bagamoyo. 
Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea   Small numbers of these Palearctic migrants on Pemba and Bagamoyo. 
Ruff  Philomachus pugnax   Singletons of this Palearctic migrant at Nyumba ya Mungu and Bagamoyo. 
Temminck’s Courser  Cursorius temminckii   3 in Mikumi NP. 
Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola   Small numbers at Ifakara and Mikumi NP. 
African Skimmer  Rynchops flavirostris (NT) (NL)   2 distantly for Tom at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus   1 distantly at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Sooty Gull  Ichthyaetus hemprichii   1 distantly on Pemba. 
Baltic Gull  Larus [fuscus] fuscus   At least 6 black-backed gulls presumed to be this form at Bagamoyo. 
Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica   Good numbers were seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and Bagamoyo. 
Greater Crested Tern  Thalasseus bergii   Small numbers were seen on Pemba and Bagamoyo. 
Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis   Small numbers were seen on Pemba and Bagamoyo. 
Saunders’s Tern  Sterna saundersi   2 seen distantly on Pemba presumed to be this species. 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   Good numbers of this Palearctic migrant on Pemba. 
White-cheeked Tern ◊  Sterna repressa   1 was seen fishing offshore of Pemba. 
Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida   25+ of the resident delalandii, some in breeding plumage at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus   Palearctic migrants at Nyumba ya Mungu and Ruvu River. 
Black-faced Sandgrouse  Pterocles decoratus   2 in flight at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove)  Columba livia   Feral and ‘table birds’ only. 
African Olive Pigeon  Columba arquatrix   Easy to see this handsome pigeon in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon  Columba delegorguei   Commonly heard and first seen well in the West Usambaras. 
Lemon Dove  Columba larvata   Small numbers seen in the various mountains. 
Dusky Turtle Dove  Streptopelia lugens   3 seen in the West Usambaras. 
Mourning Collared Dove (African M D)  Streptopelia decipiens (H)   Heard at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata   Common and widespread in appropriate habitat. 
Ring-necked Dove  Streptopelia capicola   An extremely common bird in dry country areas. 
Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur chalcospilos   Replaced the next species in dry country areas. 
Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   Widespread sightings in moister areas throughout the tour. 
Tambourine Dove  Turtur tympanistria   Common and easy to see in the Usambaras. 
Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   A few at Nyumba ya Mungu and en route to Mombo. 
African Green Pigeon  Treron calva   Widespread sightings in small numbers. 
Pemba Green Pigeon  Treron pembaensis (V)   A poor showing with just 4 seen well on Pemba. 
Livingstone’s Turaco  Tauraco livingstonii   Seen well in the Udzungwa and Uluguru Mountains. 
Fischer’s Turaco ◊  Tauraco fischeri (NT)   A number of opportunities to see this in the East Usambara Mountains. 
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Hartlaub’s Turaco  Tauraco hartlaubi   Easily seen in the South Pare and West Usambara Mountains. 
Purple-crested Turaco  Tauraco porphyreolophus (H)   Heard only in Mikumi NP. 
White-bellied Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides leucogaster   Good views at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Coppery-tailed Coucal  Centropus cupreicaudus   Great views at Ifakara. 
White-browed Coucal  Centropus superciliosus   Widespread sightings of the ‘water-bottle bird’ throughout the tour. 
Thick-billed Cuckoo ◊  Pachycoccyx audeberti   A great scope view of a perched bird in Mikumi NP. 
Diederik Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius   1 at Ifakara. 
Klaas’s Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas   First seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
African Emerald Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx cupreus   A juvenile seen in the East Usambaras and heard in the Ulugurus. 
Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo  Cercococcyx montanus   Seen in the Udzungwas and heard in the other mountains. 
Red-chested Cuckoo  Cuculus solitarius (H)   Heard in the north and also in the Udzungwas. 
African Cuckoo  Cuculus gularis   Seen as we left the Udzungwas and also in Mikumi NP. 
African Grass Owl ◊  Tyto capensis   Great looks near our campsite in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Pemba Scops Owl  Otus pembaensis (V)   It took about 2 hours for everyone to see this elusive but common owl. 
Spotted Eagle-Owl  Bubo africanus   1 seen at night near Iringa. 
Usambara Eagle-Owl  Bubo vosseleri (V)   Incredible views of this rare owl in the East Usambaras. 
Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl  Bubo lacteus   3 together in the same tree at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
African Wood Owl  Ciccaba woodfordii   Good looks at night in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Scheffler’s Barred Owlet  Glaucidium [capense] scheffleri (H)   Heard in the West Usambaras. 
Fiery-necked Nightjar  Caprimulgus pectoralis   Seen at night in Mikumi NP. 
Usambara Nightjar ◊  Caprimulgus [ruwenzorii] guttifer   Seen around our campsite in the Udzungwas. 
Scarce Swift  Schoutedenapus myoptilus   Seen well in the Udzungwas. 
Böhm’s Spinetail  Neafrapus boehmi   Great looks in Mikumi NP. 
African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus   A common and widespread species in appropriate habitat. 
Mottled Swift  Apus aequatorialis   Singletons in the Udzungwas. 
Common Swift (Eurasian S)  Apus apus   Flocks of these Palearctic migrants were seen. 
African Black Swift  Apus barbatus   6 were seen in the West Usambaras. 
Little Swift  Apus affinis   A common and widespread species in appropriate habitat. 
White-rumped Swift  Apus caffer   Seen in the West Usambaras and Mikumi NP. 
Speckled Mousebird  Colius striatus   A common and widespread species in appropriate habitat. 
White-headed Mousebird ◊  Colius leucocephalus   Good looks at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Blue-naped Mousebird  Urocolius macrourus   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
 

  
We enjoyed a number of good observations of Bar-tailed Trogons (left) and Brown-hooded Kingfishers (right) during the tour. (Nik 

Borrow) 
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Bar-tailed Trogon  Apaloderma vittatum   Numerous opportunities to see this species well in the mountains. 
Racket-tailed Roller ◊  Coracias spatulatus   Great looks at 2 at Mikumi. 
Lilac-breasted Roller  Coracias caudata   Commonly seen in appropriate habitat throughout the tour. 
Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus   Seen well on Pemba and in Mikumi NP. 
Grey-headed Kingfisher (Chestnut-bellied K) Halcyon leucocephala   Seen in the Nyumba ya Mungu/Same region. 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher  Halcyon albiventris   First seen well in the East Usambara Mountains. 
Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti   Seen well at Morogoro. 
Mangrove Kingfisher ◊  Halcyon senegaloides   Great looks on Pemba. 
African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta   Brief sightings in the East Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara, Mikumi NP and Ruvu River. 
Half-collared Kingfisher  Alcedo semitorquata   Great looks in the East Usambaras. 
Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   3 sightings at the beginning and end of the tour. 
Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis   Easily seen at Nyumba ya Mungu, Pemba, Ifakara and Ruvu River area. 
Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus   Widespread sightings in suitable habitat. 
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater  Merops oreobates   Just 1 pair at Aishi. 
White-fronted Bee-eater  Merops bullockoides   Easy to see at Ifakara. 
Böhm’s Bee-eater ◊  Merops boehmi   This most desirable bee-eater was seen well on our last day. 
European Bee-eater (Eurasian B-e)  Merops apiaster   Palearctic migrants on the move. 
Northern Carmine Bee-eater  Merops nubicus   Seen well in the Ruvu River area. 
 

  
A little Bee-eater (left) and a Northern Carmine Bee-eater (right) both were doing the right thing. (Nik Borrow) 

 
African Hoopoe  Upupa africana   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi. 
Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   Seen in the East Usambaras and at Mikumi. 
Common Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas   Seen well in the Mikumi area. 
Abyssinian Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus minor   1 seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Crowned Hornbill  Tockus alboterminatus   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
Pale-billed Hornbill  Tockus pallidirostris   A miombo species seen well at Mikumi. 
African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   Seen well at Mikumi. 
Northern Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus erythrorhynchus   2 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill ◊ (Ruaha H)  Tockus ruahae   Seen well in Baobab Valley. 
Von der Decken’s Hornbill  Tockus deckeni   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu, Baobab Valley and Mikumi. 
Trumpeter Hornbill  Bycanistes bucinator   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill  Bycanistes brevis   This large and noisy hornbill was a feature of the tour. 
Southern Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus leadbeateri   Easy to see in Mikumi. 
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Crowned Hornbills (left) are abundant on Pemba and Southern Ground Hornbills (right) are a feature of Mikumi National Park. (Nik 

Borrow) 

 
White-eared Barbet  Stactolaema leucotis   Small numbers at Aishi and in the West Usambaras. 
Green Barbet  Stactolaema olivacea   Present in the Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Green Tinkerbird ◊ (Eastern G T)  Pogoniulus simplex   Great looks in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Moustached Tinkerbird (M Green T)  Pogoniulus leucomystax   Commonly recorded in the mountains. 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus bilineatus   The race fischeri in the East Usambaras and bilineatus elsewhere. 
Red-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus pusillus   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and Wami River. 
Black-throated Barbet  Tricholaema melanocephala   2 seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-collared Barbet  Lybius torquatus   Seen well near Iringa and at the Wami River. 
Brown-breasted Barbet ◊  Lybius melanopterus   Seen well in the South Pare Mountains and at the Wami River. 
Crested Barbet (Levaillant’s B)  Trachyphonus vaillantii   Great looks at Mikumi. 
D’Arnaud’s Barbet  Trachyphonus darnaudii   3 seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Green-backed Honeybird (Eastern H)  Prodotiscus zambesiae   2 sightings in the East Usambaras. 
Brown-backed Honeybird ◊ (Wahlberg’s H)  Prodotiscus regulus   Singletons in the East Usambaras and Mikumi. 
Pallid Honeyguide  Indicator meliphilus   Singletons of apparently this species in the East Usambaras and Mikumi. 
Lesser Honeyguide  Indicator minor   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu and in the Udzungwas. 
Scaly-throated Honeyguide  Indicator variegatus   1 seen in the East Usambaras. 
Greater Honeyguide (Black-throated H)  Indicator indicator   1 male seen well at Mikumi. 
Red-throated Wryneck  Jynx ruficollis   Scope views of 1 at Mikumi. 
Speckle-throated Woodpecker ◊ (Reichenow’s W)  Campethera scriptoricauda   2 pairs showed well at Mikumi. 
Nubian Woodpecker  Campethera nubica   4 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Mombasa Woodpecker ◊  Campethera mombassica (H)   Heard only at Amani. 
Little Spotted Woodpecker  Campethera [cailliautii] cailliautii   Seen well in the East Usambaras and near Ifakara. 
Cardinal Woodpecker  Dendropicos fuscescens   We had many chances to see this small woodpecker well. 
Olive Woodpecker  Dendropicos griseocephalus   3 sightings in the Udzungwas and Ulugurus. 
Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   1 was seen well in Mikumi NP on 21/10. 
Dickinson’s Kestrel ◊  Falco dickinsoni   Singletons on Pemba. 
Red-necked Falcon  Falco [chicquera] ruficollis (NL)   1 near Ifakara. 
Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo   1 of these Palearctic migrants in Mikumi NP. 
Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
Meyer’s Parrot (Brown P)  Poicephalus meyeri   Small numbers in Baobab Valley. 
Brown-headed Parrot  Poicephalus cryptoxanthus   Seen well on Pemba and again in Mikumi NP. 
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Red-bellied Parrot  (African Orange-b  P)  Poicephalus rufiventris   1 seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
African Broadbill  Smithornis capensis   Excellent views were first obtained in the East Usambaras. 
Forest Batis  Batis mixta   Several sightings in the Usambara Mountains. 
Dark Batis   Batis crypta   Seen well in the Udzungwas and Ulugurus. 
Pale Batis (East Coast B)  Batis soror   Seen well in the East Usambaras and at Mikumi. 
 

  
This Pale Batis nest was found in the grounds of our camp in Mikumi National Park. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Eastern Black-headed Batis ◊  Batis minor   A pair was seen and heard well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Pygmy Batis  Batis perkeo   Seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Black-throated Wattle-eye   Platysteira peltata   Several seen well in the Usambaras. 
White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus   Flocks seen well at Mikumi. 
Retz’s Helmetshrike  Prionops retzii   Great views at Mikumi. 
Chestnut-fronted Helmetshrike  Prionops scopifrons   Seen well in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Grey-headed Bushshrike  Malaconotus blanchoti   2 in Mikumi NP. 
Uluguru Bushshrike ◊  Malaconotus alius (CR)   1 seen well in the Ulugurus. 
Black-fronted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus nigrifrons   Common and easy to see in the mountains. 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike  (Sulphur-b B)  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus   3 sightings. 
Rosy-patched Bushshrike ◊   Telophorus cruentus   Several seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Anchieta’s Tchagra   Bocagia [minuta] anchietae   Great views of a pair at Ifakara. 
Brown-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra australis   Widespread sightings. 
Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegala   Seen well at Mikumi. 
Black-backed Puffback  Dryoscopus cubla   Common and widespread. 
Pringle’s Puffback ◊   Dryoscopus pringlii (H)   Heard only at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Fülleborn’s Black Boubou ◊  Laniarius fuelleborni   Seen well in the mountains. 
Slate-coloured Boubou  Laniarius funebris   Common at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Tropical Boubou  Laniarius major (H)   Heard only, ambiguus at Aishi and nominate in the Udzungwas. 
East Coast Boubou ◊   Laniarius sublacteus   Often heard and small numbers seen from South Pare east. 
Brubru  Nilaus afer   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi. 
Grey Cuckooshrike  Coracina caesia   Regularly seen in the mountains. 
White-breasted Cuckooshrike  Coracina pectoralis   2 at Mikumi. 
Black Cuckooshrike  Campephaga flava   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
Northern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus rueppelli   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Long-tailed Fiscal  Lanius cabanisi   Common and easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
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Flocks of Retz’s Helmetshrikes (left) and tail-waggling gangs of Long-tailed Fiscals (right) could be found in Mikumi NP. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Northern Fiscal  Lanius humeralis   Seen in the South Pare and East Usambara Mountains. 
Uhehe Fiscal ◊  Lanius [collaris] marwitzi   A female seen as we left the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus   A few of these Palearctic migrants were seen. 
Green-headed Oriole ◊  Oriolus chlorocephalus   Easy to see in the East Usambaras. 
Black-headed Oriole (Eastern B-h O)  Oriolus larvatus   Seen near Nyumba ya Mungu and at Mikumi. 
Square-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus ludwigii   Easy to see in the Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Fork-tailed Drongo (Common D)  Dicrurus adsimilis   Common and widespread. 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher  Trochocercus cyanomelas   A male seen well below Amani. 
African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
House Crow  Corvus splendens   This invading species was increasingly common towards the coast, also on Pemba. 
Pied Crow  Corvus albus   Common and widespread. 
White-necked Raven (W-naped R)  Corvus albicollis   Easy to see in appropriate habitat. 
White-tailed Crested Flycatcher  Elminia albonotata   This charming bird was seen well in the mountains. 
Cinnamon-breasted Tit ◊  Melaniparus pallidiventris   Seen well at Mikumi. 
Acacia Tit  (Northern Grey T) Melaniparus thruppi   4 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Mouse-coloured Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus musculus   1 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
African Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus caroli   A pair at Mikumi. 
Eastern Nicator  Nicator gularis   Seen well in the East Usambaras. 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix leucotis   6 in Mikumi NP. 
Fischer’s Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix leucopareia   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi NP. 
Pink-breasted Lark ◊  Mirafra poecilosterna   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Dodson’s Bulbul  Pycnonotus dodsoni   Bulbuls at Nyumba ya Mungu showed characteristics of this form. 
Dark-capped Bulbul (Common B) Pycnonotus tricolor   Common and widespread. 
Shelley’s Greenbul ◊  Arizelocichla masukuensis   Some good looks at the race roehli in the various mountains. 
Mountain Greenbul ◊ (Black-headed M G)  Arizelocichla nigriceps   The South Pare and West Usambara Mountains. 
Yellow-throated Greenbul ◊ (Green-t Mountain G)  Arizelocichla chlorigula   Great views in the West Udzungwas. 
Stripe-faced Greenbul ◊  Arizelocichla striifacies   Commonly encountered in the mountains. 
Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens   More often heard than seen in the Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Sombre Greenbul (Zanzibar S G)  Andropadus importunus   Seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Yellow-bellied Greenbul  Chlorocichla flaviventris   Seen well at the Wami River. 
Grey-olive Greenbul ◊  Phyllastrephus cerviniventris   Great looks in the West Usambaras and Wami River. 
Placid Greenbul ◊  Phyllastrephus placidus   Sightings of this skulking greenbul in the mountains. 
Yellow-streaked Greenbul  Phyllastrephus flavostriatus   Good views of this wing-flicking greenbul in the mountains. 
Lowland Tiny Greenbul ◊  Phyllastrephus debilis   Several seen in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Montane Tiny Greenbul ◊  Phyllastrephus albigula   A pair in the West Usambaras. 
Black Saw-wing  Psalidoprocne [pristoptera] holomelas   A commonly seen hirundine in the mountainous areas. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   This Palearctic migrant was passing through in small numbers. 
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Angolan Swallow  Hirundo angolensis   Small numbers were seen, mainly in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii   Widespread sightings in appropriate habitat throughout the tour. 
Rock Martin  Ptyonoprogne fuligula   Small numbers seen in the Usambara and Udzungwa mountains. 
Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   Small numbers of these Palearctic migrants in the Udzungwas. 
Lesser Striped Swallow  Cecropis abyssinica   Widespread sightings. 
Mosque Swallow  Hirundo senegalensis   Several in the East Usambaras. 
Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica   The resident form emini was seen regularly in the Usambara Mountains. 
Moustached Grass Warbler (African M W)  Melocichla mentalis    Seen in the West Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Kretschmer’s Longbill ◊  Macrosphenus kretschmeri   2 individuals seen in the East Usambaras. 
Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura   1 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Red-faced Crombec  Sylvietta whytii   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu and Wami River. 
Little Yellow Flycatcher ◊  Erythrocercus holochlorus   Seen well in the East Usambaras below Amani.  
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla   Small numbers seen well in the mountains. 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   2 of these Palearctic migrants in the West Usambaras and Udzungwas. 
Lesser Swamp Warbler  Acrocephalus gracilirostris   Seen well at Ifakara. 
 

  
This Lesser Swamp Warbler at Ifakara was most obliging. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Eurasian/African Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus/baeticatus (H)   1 heard at Ifakara. The songs are similar. 
African Yellow Warbler (Dark-capped Y W)  Iduna natalensis   Seen well in the Udzungwas. 
Little Rush Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala   Seen well at Amani. 
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler  Bradypterus cinnamomeus   Seen in the West Usambaras and Udzungwas. 
Evergreen Forest Warbler  Bradypterus [lopezi] mariae   Seen well in the South Pare Mountains and Udzungwas. 
Red-faced Cisticola  Cisticola erythrops   Often heard and occasionally seen. 
Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans (H)   Heard in the South Pare Mountains. 
Trilling Cisticola  Cisticola woosnami   Seen well as we left the Udzungwas. 
Black-lored Cisticola ◊   Cisticola nigriloris   This highland bird was easy to see in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Kilombero Cisticola ◊   Cisticola sp. nov.   Easy to see at Ifakara. 
Rattling Cisticola  Cisticola chinianus   Seen in dry country from Same to Mikumi NP. 
Wailing Cisticola  Cisticola lais   Seen well at Uluti. 
Coastal Cisticola ◊   Cisticola haematocephala   1 was seen at a roadside swamp en route to Amani. 
White-tailed Cisticola ◊   Cisticola sp. nov.   Easy to see at Ifakara. 
Croaking Cisticola  Cisticola natalensis   Seen in Mikumi NP. 
Short-winged Cisticola  Cisticola brachypterus   Seen at Mikumi. 
Neddicky (Piping Cisticola)  Cisticola fulvicapillus   Several were seen at Mikumi. 
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Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis   Seen on Pemba. 
Desert Cisticola  Cisticola aridulus   Seen in Mikumi NP. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava   Widespread sightings. 
Buff-bellied Warbler  Phyllolais pulchella   A pair at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Bar-throated Apalis  Apalis thoracica   3 races; pareensis (Pare), murina (Usambaras) and griseiceps (Udzungwas). 
Yellow-breasted Apalis (Black-breasted A)  Apalis flavida   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and Wami River. 
White-winged Apalis ◊  Apalis chariessa (V)   Distant views of this beautiful bird at Uluti. 
Black-headed Apalis  Apalis melanocephala   The common apalis of the mountains. 
Chapin’s Apalis ◊   Apalis chapini   We encountered strausae in the Udzungwas and chapini in the Ulugurus. 
Brown-headed Apalis ◊  Apalis alticola   Good looks in the West Udzungwas. 
Red-fronted Warbler  Spiloptila rufifrons   Tail-wagging birds seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Green-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brachyura   Seen in the East Usambaras and Ulugurus. 
Grey-backed Camaroptera   Camaroptera brevicaudata   Heard more often than seen usually in drier habitats. 
Grey Wren-Warbler  Calamonastes simplex   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Stierling’s Wren-Warbler   Calamonastes stierlingi   Great views at Mikumi. 
 

 
We were treated to some first class views of Stierling’s Wren-Warbler at Mikumi. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Long-billed Forest Warbler ◊ (L-b Apalis)  Artisornis moreaui (CR)   Great looks at a pair in the East Usambaras. 
Red-capped Forest Warbler ◊ (African Tailorbird)  Artisornis metopias   Easily seen in the West Usambaras. 
Yellow-bellied Eremomela  Eremomela icteropygialis   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi. 
Green-capped Eremomela  Eremomela scotops   Small numbers at Mikumi. 
Pale-breasted Illadopsis ◊  Illadopsis rufipennis (H)   The race distans heard in the East Usambaras and Udzungwas. 
Rufous Chatterer  Turdoides rubiginosa (NL)   Seen by Dave at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Arrow-marked Babbler  Turdoides jardineii   Sightings in the Ifakara and Mikumi areas. 
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Northern Pied Babbler ◊  Turdoides hypoleuca   Good views in Mikumi NP. 
African Hill Babbler (Abyssinian H B)  Pseudoalcippe abyssinica   A sweet songster seen well in the mountains. 
Brown Parisoma  Parisoma lugens   A pair at Udekwa. 
Abyssinian White-eye  Zosterops abyssinicus   Seen at Aishi and in the South Pare Mountains. 
African Yellow White-eye  Zosterops senegalensis   Replaces the next species in all the other mountains. 
South Pare White-eye ◊  Zosterops winifredae   Easy to see in the South Pare Mountains. 
Pemba White-eye ◊  Zosterops vaughani   Impossible to miss on Pemba! 
Spot-throat ◊  Modulatrix stictigula   This skulker was encountered in all the mountains but it took effort to see well. 
Dapple-throat ◊ (Dappled Mountain-robin)  Arcanator orostruthus   Several were glimpsed at Uluti. 
Yellow-bellied Hyliota  Hyliota flavigaster   At least 5 were seen at Mikumi. 
Usambara Hyliota ◊   Hyliota usambarae (E)   A pair seen well in treetops in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea   Flocks in breeding plumage in Mikumi NP. 
Black-bellied Starling  Notopholia corruscus   Easy to see in the East Usambaras and on Pemba. 
 

 
Black-bellied Starlings of the endemic race vaughani were easy to see on Pemba. (Nik Borrow) 

 
Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Miombo Blue-eared Starling (Southern B-e S)  Lamprotornis elisabeth   Common and easy to see at Mikumi. 
Golden-breasted Starling ◊  Lamprotornis regius   Excellent views at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Superb Starling  Lamprotornis superbus   Easily seen in appropriate habitat. 
Ashy Starling ◊  Lamprotornis unicolor   An unassuming Tanzanian endemic and easy to see in the Ruaha Valley. 
Fischer’s Starling ◊  Lamprotornis fischeri   Small numbers seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster   Widespread sightings during the tour. 
Red-winged Starling  Onychognathus morio   Small numbers noted at widespread localities. 
Waller’s Starling  Onychognathus walleri   Easy to see in the South Pare and West Usambaras. 
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Kenrick’s Starling ◊  Poeoptera kenricki   Good views of this unassuming starling in the mountains. 
Sharpe’s Starling ◊  Cinnyricinclus sharpii   Small numbers were seen in the South Pare and West Usambaras. 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus   Easily seen in Mikumi NP. 
Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorhynchus   Easily seen in Mikumi NP. 
Red-tailed Ant Thrush  Neocossyphus rufus   Views for some of vocal birds below Amani. 
Orange Ground Thrush  Geokichla gurneyi   Glimpses only in the Udzungwa Mountains. 
Kurrichane Thrush  Turdus libonyana   Seen well at Amani and Mikumi. 
Usambara Thrush ◊  Turdus roehli   Small numbers seen in the West Usambaras. 
Abyssinian Thrush (Northern Olive, Mountain T)  Turdus abyssinicus   A few sightings in the Udzungwas. 
Bearded Scrub Robin (Eastern B S R)  Cercotrichas quadrivirgata (H)   Heard only at Mikumi. 
White-browed Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys   Common at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Grey Tit-Flycatcher (Lead-coloured F)  Myioparus plumbeus   Seen in the East Usambaras and at Mikumi. 
White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher  Melaenornis fischeri   Seen at Aishi and in the Udzungwas. 
Southern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis pammelaina   Seen well at Mikumi. 
African Grey Flycatcher  Bradornis microrhynchus   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   1 of these Palearctic migrants at Mikumi. 
Ashy Flycatcher  Muscicapa caerulescens   1 in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
African Dusky Flycatcher  Muscicapa adusta   Easy to see in the mountains. 
 

  
African Dusky Flycatchers (left) were common in the mountains and we enjoyed good looks at Capped Wheatear (right) in Mikumi NP. 

(Nik Borrow) 
 
White-chested Alethe ◊  Pseudalethe fuelleborni   Exceptional views at an ant swarm in the West Usambaras. 
Olive-flanked Ground Robin ◊ (O-f R Chat)  Cossypha anomala   Just 1 seen in the West Udzungwas. 
Cape Robin-Chat  Cossypha caffra   Seen well in the mountains. 
Rüppell’s Robin-Chat  Cossypha semirufa   Seen at Aishi and in the South Pare Mountains. 
White-browed Robin-Chat (Heuglin’s R C)  Cossypha heuglini   Great views below Lushoto in the West Usambaras. 
Red-capped Robin-Chat  Cossypha natalensis   1 seen in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Swynnerton’s Robin ◊  Swynnertonia swynnertoni   We worked hard to get views of this pretty little robin at Uluti. 
White-starred Robin (W-s Forest R)  Pogonocichla stellata   Common and easy to see in the mountains. 
Sharpe’s Akalat ◊  Sheppardia sharpei   Seen well at Uluti and heard elsewhere. 
Usambara Akalat ◊ (U Ground Robin)  Sheppardia montana   Exceptional views in the West Usambaras. 
Iringa Akalat ◊  Sheppardia lowei   Excellent views in the West Udzungwas. 
Spotted Palm Thrush (S Morning T)  Cichladusa guttata   Seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi NP. 
African Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus   Common in highland areas. 



	  
	  

31  BirdQuest Tour Report: Remote Tanzania   www.birdquest-tours.com 
	  

Mocking Cliff Chat (C C) Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris   Easily seen in the West Usambaras. 
Arnot’s Chat (A’s White-headed C)  Myrmecocichla arnotti   Easily seen at Mikumi. 
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   Several of these Palearctic migrants in Mikumi NP. 
Capped Wheatear  Oenanthe pileata   Several in Mikumi NP. 
Plain-backed Sunbird ◊  Anthreptes reichenowi   A singing male in the East Usambaras below Amani. 
Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei   Several seen at Mikumi. 
Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird (Kenya V-b S)  Anthreptes orientalis   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Uluguru Violet-backed Sunbird ◊  Anthreptes neglectus  Good views of this localised bird in the East Usambaras. 
Banded Green Sunbird ◊  Anthreptes rubritorques (V)   Excellent views of this endemic in the East Usambaras. 
Collared Sunbird  Hedydipna collaris   Particularly common and easy to see in the Usambaras. 
Amani Sunbird ◊  Hedydipna pallidigaster   A male showed well at our camp in the East Usambaras. 
Olive Sunbird  Cyanomitra olivacea   Common and easy to see. 
Amethyst Sunbird  Chalcomitra amethystina   At Aishi, East Usambaras and Mikumi. 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   Scattered widespread sightings. 
Hunter’s Sunbird  Chalcomitra hunteri   A male at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Bronzy Sunbird (Bronze S)  Nectarinia kilimensis   A male in the Udzungwas at Udekwa. 
Malachite Sunbird  Nectarinia famosa   A male was seen in the South Pare with more in the Udzungwas. 
Golden-winged Sunbird ◊  Drepanorhynchus reichenowi   At least 4 in the South Pare Mountains. 
Usambara Double-collared Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris usambaricus   Easy to see in the South Pare and West Usambaras. 
Forest Double-collared Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris fuelleborni   A pair was seen at Uluti. 
Moreau’s Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris moreaui (NT)   Easy to see in the West Udzungwas. 
Loveridge’s Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris loveridgei (E)   Easy to see in the Ulugurus. 
Hofmann’s Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris hofmanni   Great views of a pair at Mikumi. 
Purple-banded Sunbird (Little P-b S)  Cinnyris bifasciatus   Seen in the East Usambaras and at Mikumi. 
Tsavo Sunbird ◊ (T Purple-banded S)  Cinnyris tsavoensis   Easily seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Pemba Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris pembae   Impossible to miss this endemic! 
Rufous-winged Sunbird ◊  Cinnyris rufipennis (V)   This superb sunbird was seen easily at Uluti this year. 
Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   Widespread sightings in small numbers but most numerous in the Udzungwas. 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser mahali   At Nyumba ya Mungu and again at Mikumi. 
House Sparrow (introduced)  Passer domesticus   Very common around human habitation. 
Swahili Sparrow ◊  Passer suahelicus   Sightings from the north to Morogoro. 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer diffusus   Sightings in Pemba and presumed this species in the south. 
Yellow-throated Petronia  Gymnoris superciliaris   Easy to see at Mikumi. 
Yellow-spotted Petronia  Gymnoris pyrgita   Seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis niger   Common in Mikumi NP. 
White-headed Buffalo-Weaver  Dinemellia dinemelli   A couple seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Thick-billed Weaver (Grosbeak-W)  Amblyospiza albifrons   Seen in the West Usambaras. 
Baglafecht Weaver (Reichenow’s W)  Ploceus baglafecht   Seen in the South Pare Mountains. 
Bertram’s Weaver ◊  Ploceus bertrandi   A male at our breakdown stop as we left Uluti was the only sighting. 
Spectacled Weaver  Ploceus ocularis   Widespread sightings in small numbers. 
Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis   4 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Eastern Golden Weaver (African G W)  Ploceus subaureus   A number of colonies were seen during the tour. 
Ruvu Weaver ◊  Ploceus [subaureus] holoxanthus   Seen at the Ruvu River the taxonomy is explained in the diary. 
Taveta Golden Weaver ◊  Ploceus castaneiceps   Seen well at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Kilombero Weaver ◊  Ploceus burnieri (V)   A few males were entering breeding plumage at Ifakara. 
Lesser Masked Weaver  Ploceus intermedius   A few scattered sightings. 
Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Village Weaver (Black-headed W)  Ploceus cucullatus   Widespread sightings. 
Chestnut Weaver  Ploceus rubiginosus   3 in the East Usambaras below Amani seemed in a strange locality. 
Dark-backed Weaver (Forest W)  Ploceus bicolor   A colourful bird and easy to see in the mountains. 
Usambara Weaver ◊  Ploceus nicolli (E)   Both the nominate and anderseni races seen. 
Red-headed Weaver  Anaplectes rubriceps   A pair at Mikumi. 
Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea   Flocks at widespread localities. 
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Zanzibar Red Bishop ◊  Euplectes nigroventris   Mainly out of plumage birds but some breeding males seen. 
Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus   Out of plumage birds seen in the Ulugurus. 
Yellow Bishop  Euplectes capensis   Out of plumage birds in the Usambaras, Udzungwas and at Mikumi. 
Fan-tailed Widowbird  Euplectes axillaris   Out of plumage birds at Ifakara and in Mikumi NP. 
White-winged Widowbird  Euplectes albonotatus   Out of plumage birds en route to the Udzungwas. 
Red-collared Widowbird (R-naped W)  Euplectes ardens   Out of plumage birds at Uluti. 
Orange-winged Pytilia  Pytilia afra   Great looks at Mikumi. 
Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba   Common at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Cut-throat Finch  Amadina fasciata   Small numbers at Nyumba ya Mungu and in Mikumi NP. 
Green Twinspot (G-backed T)   1 in the East Usambaras and a pair in the Ulugurus. 
Red-faced Crimsonwing  Cryptospiza reichenovii   Our best sightings were in the South Pare Mountains. 
Red-headed Bluebill ◊  Spermophaga ruficapilla   The endemic race cana seen in the East Usambaras. 
Red-throated Twinspot (Peters’s T)  Hypargos niveoguttatus   A male at the Wami River. 
Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu, Ifakara and Wami River. 
African Firefinch  Lagonosticta rubricata   Widespread sightings. 
Jameson’s Firefinch  Lagonosticta rhodopareia   Good looks at Mikumi and the Wami River. 
Blue Waxbill (Southern Cordon-bleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis   Widespread sightings in the south. 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   Seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Purple Grenadier  Uraeginthus ianthinogaster   Easy to see at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Yellow-bellied Waxbill  Coccopygia quartinia   Seen well in the mountains. 
Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild   Widespread sightings. 
Orange-breasted Waxbill (Zebra W)  Amandava subflava   Good numbers of this colourful bird at Ifakara. 
 

  
Orange-winged Pytilia (left) showed well in the Mikumi miombo and there were many Orange-breasted Waxbills (right) at Ifakara. (Nik 

Borrow) 
 
Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata   Widespread sightings. 
Red-backed Mannikin  Lonchura nigriceps   Widespread sightings. 
Purple Indigobird ◊  Vidua purpurascens   Out of plumage birds (in song!) in Mikumi NP. 
Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   Out of plumage birds in Mikumi NP. 
Straw-tailed Whydah  Vidua fischeri   An out of plumage bird at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah  Vidua obtusa   Out of plumage birds in Mikumi NP. 
Cuckoo-finch (Parasitic Weaver)  Anomalospiza imberbis   A male at Ifakara. 
Mountain Wagtail  Motacilla clara   A few of these elegant wagtails were seen in the Usambara Mountains. 
African Pied Wagtail  Motacilla aguimp   A familiar roadside bird during the tour. 
Yellow-throated Longclaw  Macronyx croceus   Several in Mikumi NP. 
African Pipit (Grassland P)  Anthus cinnamomeus   Small numbers on Pemba, Ifakara and at Ruvu River. 
Striped Pipit  Anthus lineiventris   3 in the West Usambara Mountains. 
Oriole Finch  Linurgus olivaceus   Singletons in the South Pare and West Usambara Mountains. 
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Southern Citril ◊ (East African C)  Crithagra hyposticta   Easily seen in the mountains. 
Reichenow’s Seedeater (Kenya Yellow-rumped S)  Crithagra reichenowi   4 seen at the base of the South Pare. 
Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambicus   Seen in Mikumi NP and at the Wami River. 
Southern Grosbeak Canary ◊  Crithagra buchanani   2 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Yellow-browed Seedeater ◊  Crithagra whytii   A few seen in the West Udzungwas. 
Kipengere Seedeater ◊  Crithagra melanochrous (NT) (H)   1 calling in dense vegetation in the West Udzungwas. 
Yellow-crowned Canary  Serinus flavivertex   A few seen in the West Udzungwas. 
Somali Bunting (S Golden-breasted B)  Emberiza poliopleura   Easily seen at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Golden-breasted Bunting (African G-b B)  Emberiza flaviventris   A few widespread sightings. 
Cabanis’s Bunting  Emberiza cabanisi   Seen in the East Usambaras and at Mikumi. 
 

 
A Yellow-bellied Greenbul gorges on fruit at the Wami River. (Nik Borrow) 

 
MAMMALS 
Iringa Red Colobus  Piliocolobus gordonorum   Seen well in the Udzungwas. 
Angola Pied Colobus  Colobus angolensis   Great views in the Usambara and Udzungwa Mountains. 
Yellow Baboon  Papio cynocephalus   Often seen by roadsides particularly in Mikumi NP. 
Vervet Monkey (Savanna M)  Cercopithecus pygerythrus   Widespread sightings throughout the tour. 
Gentle Monkey  Cercopithecus mitis   albogularis in the Usambaras and monoides elsewhere. 
Greater Galago  Otolemur crassicaudatus   Seen well in Mikumi NP. 
Small-eared Galago  Otolemur garnetti   Seen well on Pemba. 
Pemba Flying Fox  Pteropus voeltzkowi   Easy to see on Pemba. 
Straw-coloured Fruit Bat  Eidolon helvum   Large numbers at Ifakara. 
African Savanna Hare  Lepus victoriae   Singletons at Nyumba ya Mungu and Mikumi NP. 
Unstriped Ground Squirrel  Xerus rutilus   Common at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
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Tanganyika Mountain Squirrel  Paraxerus Lucifer   A few were seen in the mountains. 
Lushoto Mountain Squirrel  Paraxerus vexillarius   Seen well in the West Usambaras. 
Ochre Bush Squirrel (Huet’s B S)  Paraxerus ochraceus   1 at Nyumba ya Mungu. 
Zanj Sun Squirrel (Eastern S S)  Heliosciurus undulates   Seen well in the East Usambaras. 
Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas   1 in Mikumi NP. 
Ratel (Honey Badger)  Mellivora capensis   5 at night in Mikumi NP. 
Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguinea   Crossing the roads in the Udzungwa area. 
Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo   Seen in Mikumi NP. 
Rusty-spotted Genet  Genetta maculata   4 seen at night in Mikumi NP. 
African Civet  Civettictis civetta   1 seen at night in Mikumi NP. 
Lion  Panthera leo   4 in Mikumi NP. 
Black-necked Rock Hyrax  Procavia johnstoni   6 seen in the West Usambaras. 
Eastern Tree Hyrax  Dendrohyrax validus (H)   Heard at night in the mountains. 
African Elephant  Loxodonta africana   No problems seeing this one in Mikumi NP! 
Common Zebra  Equus quagga   Many in Mikumi NP. 
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus   Common in Mikumi NP. 
Masai Giraffe  Giraffa [camelopardalis] tippelskirchi   Good numbers in Mikumi NP. 
African Buffalo (Cape B)  Syncerus caffer   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Cape Bushbuck  Tragelaphus sylvaticus   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. 
Eland  Taurotragus oryx   2 in Mikumi NP. 
Bush Duiker  Sylvicapra  grimmia (NL)   1 seen by Kristine in Mikumi NP. 
Bohor Reedbuck  Redunca bohor   Easy to see in Mikumi NP. 
Ellipsen Waterbuck  Kobus ellipsiprymnus   1 in Mikumi NP. 
Impala  Aepyceros melampus   Common in Mikumi NP. 
Eastern White-bearded Wildebeest  Connochaetes albojubatus   Small numbers in Mikumi NP. See note. 
 

 
                                                                                          A pride of four Lions was seen in Mikumi National Park. (Nik Borrow) 


