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A glorious Yellow-eyed Penguin on its nesting grounds (Mark Van Beirs) 
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New Zealand truly is a very special country for international birdwatchers. Although it has lost 58 endemic 
bird species since it was colonized by the Maori c1000 years ago, it still holds a splendid selection of forest 
endemics and without a doubt the most astounding variety of seabirds on our globe. We managed to see a 
very high percentage of these endemics and pride of place must certainly go to the four species of kiwi (out 
of five) that we managed to see at close range! The experience with the South Island Kiwi on a remote 
beach on Stewart Island will never be forgotten, and we also savoured to the full the smashing encounters 
with Little Spotted Kiwi on Tiritiri Matangi island, with the very rarely seen Great Spotted Kiwi at Arthur’s 
Pass and with the Okarito Kiwi at Okarito. The magnificent seabird spectacle of dozens of albatrosses, 
petrels, shearwaters and storm petrels at very close range on our different pelagics in the Hauraki Gulf, off 
Kaikoura and around Stewart Island were truly out of this world. Although some of the endemic landbirds 
now only occur on offshore islands or in some remote southern beech or podocarpus forests, we very much 
enjoyed the amazing dawn chorus of singing Tuis, Bellbirds, Saddlebacks and Robins. New Zealand is home 
to six endemic bird families: the Kiwis (Apterygidae), the New Zealand Parrots (Strigopidae), the New 
Zealand Wattlebirds (Callaeiidae), the Stitchbird (Notiomystidae), the New Zealand Wrens (Acanthisittidae) 
and the New Zealand Creepers (Mohuidae). We saw most of the extant species of these special families on 
our travels through the land that time forgot. The scenery was often out of this world and an amazing flower 
spectacle was offered by Giant Buttercups in alpine fields, cabbage tree spikes, nectar-rich flax and kowhai 
flowers next to introduced species like lupins, broom and gorse. All these gave an amazing splash of colour 
amidst the snow-capped mountains and spectacular coastal vistas. Mammals were not very obvious, but we 
did admire playful Dusky Dolphins, attractive Hector’s Dolphins, spectacular Humpback Whales and scores 
of New Zealand Fur Seals. Delicious food, good road conditions and comfortable accommodation added to 
the enjoyment of this fabulous tour. 
 

  
The famous seabird colony at Murowai holds good numbers of Australasian Gannets (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The group met at Auckland airport in the early morning of October 26 and two minibuses soon made their 
way to the nearby Cascade Regional Park, where impressive kauri trees (Agathis) and several species of 
Cedar (Podocarpus) gave us an idea of how the original indigenous forest looked like. Rich flowering Kowhai 
(Sophora) - New Zealand’s national tree – attracted gorgeous Tui and perky New Zealand Bellbirds as its 
yellow flowers produce lots of sweet nectar. On our short walk we got acquainted with some of the other 
more common and widespread New Zealand species like New Zealand Pigeon, Grey Gerygone, New 
Zealand Fantail, the adorable Tomtit, Welcome Swallow and Silvereye. We also saw a whole range of well-
known introduced birds like California Quail, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Eastern Rosella, Common Myna, 
Common Starling, Common Blackbird, Song Thrush, House Sparrow and Common Chaffinch. Afterwards we 
drove to the famous Gannet colony at Murowai on the west coast. A leisurely walk along the trails gave us 
marvellous views of hundreds of Australasian Gannets indulging in display and breeding. It was really 
impressive to see these large, striking birds so close up and seemingly undisturbed by our presence. 
Breeding had obviously just started. There were also good numbers of elegant, nesting White-fronted Terns 
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about next to Red-billed and Kelp Gulls. On the drive north we encountered goodies like Paradise Shelduck, 
Swamp Harrier, Australasian Swamphen and Masked Lapwing next to introduced birds like Black Swan, 
Mallard, Wild Turkey, Common Pheasant, Indian Peafowl, Barbary and Spotted Doves, Australian Magpie, 
European Greenfinch and European Goldfinch. Our journey took us through green meadows, farmland 
interspersed with copses and along scenic rocky bays and headlands. We soon got used to the many 
roadkills as dozens and dozens of the dreaded introduced Common Brushtail Possums and quite a few 
European Hedgehogs could be seen flattened on the tarmac. We visited a couple of estuaries and lagoons 
on the east coast where the prize was the rare Fairy Tern. We obtained good looks at one – bright yellow bill! 
- and saw another two in the distance. Only a handful of pairs breed in New Zealand and elsewhere these 
dainty terns only occur in southern Australia and New Caledonia. We scoped some distant Fluttering 
Shearwaters over the ocean and added Royal Spoonbill, White-faced Heron, Little Pied, Pied and Great 
Cormorants, South Island and Variable Oystercatchers, White-headed Stilt, New Zealand Plover (Dotterel), 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Caspian Tern and Sacred Kingfisher to the tally. In late afternoon we arrived at our motel 
in the town of Kerikeri and after dinner went for a long nightwalk in search of North Island Brown Kiwi. We 
heard several, sometimes at close range, but none could be spotted, sadly. We also heard several Morepork 
and saw our first European Rabbit. It was midnight by the time we finally reached our beds. 
 

  
Australasian Swamphens are common and locally known as Pukeko; New Zealand Plovers inhabit quiet stretches of mudflat (Mark Van 

Beirs) 
 
After a late breakfast we returned to the Waipu estuary where we had better looks at a Fairy Tern (scope 
view) and several other waterbirds including Red Knot, Ruddy Turnstone and a very friendly pair of Variable 
Oystercatchers. A quick lunch was followed by the boat trip to the famous island of Tiritiri Matangi. On the 
journey we observed several Australasian Gannets and a Buller’s Shearwater. Upon arrival at this 
magnificent island we were briefed on the recent history and then walked slowly to the bunkhouse through 
the dense forest. On my first visit 20 years ago this island was virtually bare and now several million trees 
have been planted making the place look decidedly lush. Truly amazing! Along the trail we found most of the 
wanted specialities like Red-crowned Parakeet, Tui, New Zealand Bellbird, North Island Saddleback, 
Stitchbird (now in its own family!), Whitehead and North Island Robin next to a tame New Zealand Pigeon. In 
fact most of the birds here are incredibly tame and friendly. The New Zealand forests must have been 
heavenly before the Maoris arrived here. We also had great looks at a pair of North Island Kokako and could 
discern the blue wattle on the male’s face. This species is now extremely rare and virtually extinct on the 
mainland, but luckily a nice population holds its own on Tiritiri and several other islands. A couple of gigantic, 
anti-diluvial-looking Takahe performed beautifully. This oversized Swamphen-alike only survives in a remote 
area of the Southern Alps on South Island, and has been introduced here to aid conservation efforts and to 
give birders a chance to admire this fantastic creature which looks decidedly prehistoric. In late afternoon we 
checked out a small pond where a secretive Brown Teal performed well. Meanwhile local guide Mark did the 
cooking and after a nice, simple dinner we walked different trails in search of our main, usually very elusive 
target, the Little Spotted Kiwi. After a couple of hours on the trails only a few of us had been lucky enough to 
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manage brief looks and after a much needed midnight cup of coffee most of us hit the trails again. It was 
close to O1.30 when we heard a very obvious rustling of leaves at close range and soon managed to put our 
torch on a very friendly female Little Spotted Kiwi for all to admire for several minutes. Magic moments! A 
well-deserved reward! We were all extremely happy! While on the trails we had several excellent eye-ball to 
eye-ball encounters with very obliging Morepork, which were heard calling throughout the night. We also 
bumped into several cute Brown Teal walking along the trails and encountered a couple of waddling, 
adorable Little Penguins. 
 

  
Both Tui and North Island Saddleback are attracted to the flowers of New Zealand Flax (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
After a rather short night we wandered along the east coast of Tiritiri Matangi and had multiple looks at most 
of the specialities again. Brown Quail gave excellent views on several occasions. A Spotless Crake showed 
briefly at one of the ponds and a New Zealand Fernbird was seen by several lucky souls. Highly attractive, 
acrobatic Northern Saddlebacks were particularly common and often displayed orange pollen on the 
forehead as they had been feeding in the red flowers of New Zealand Flax (Phormium). An alfresco lunch 
was much appreciated and after some relaxing birding we returned to the dock where our boat was waiting. 
The return trip gave us several Flesh-footed Shearwaters, a Cook’s Petrel, a dark morph Pacific Reef Heron 
and a nice Weka. 
 

  
Flesh-footed Shearwaters were regular at sea; Brown Teal favour secluded small ponds (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The pelagic trip into the Hauraki Gulf and beyond was a splendid experience. As we were sailing out of the 
harbour we picked up several well-behaved Little Penguins, some Australasian Gannets and Fluttering 
Shearwaters. On the first chumming session just north of Little Barrier Island we had an immediate response 
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of a dozen Flesh-footed Shearwaters, soon followed by a White-faced Storm Petrel, Fairy Prions, Cook’s 
Petrels, a few Black (or Parkinson’s) Petrels and many beautiful Buller’s Shearwaters. And then the star of 
the Hauraki Gulf appeared when a lovely New Zealand Storm Petrel allowed fantastic views. This recently 
rediscovered species has only a tiny population and only breeds on Little Barrier Island. We observed the 
distinctive streaks on the belly and enjoyed mega views at close range. It was the obvious highlight of a 
marvellous day. No fewer than six of these rare birds obliged! A fine, unexpected Wilson’s Storm Petrel also 
came in and after this first successful session we picked up Little Shearwater and Common Diving Petrels. 
We sailed beyond the Mokohinau islands and another chumming session of pilchards and fish oil gave us a 
Salvin’s Albatross sitting on the water behind the boat and good looks at a single Pycroft’s Petrel showing its 
subtle distinctive features, as it is often not easy to tell from Cook’s Petrel! A real goodie! Two Northern Giant 
Petrels, a Sooty Shearwater and a Pomarine Skua were also noted and on the return we stopped off Little 
Barrier Island where we picked up a few landbirds from the boat. Some New Zealand Pigeons showed, as 
did some rather distant New Zealand Kaka. We fantasized about visiting the island to try to see the rare 
Kakapo, as we could see its haunts on the not too far away slopes. Dream on… one day, maybe… 
 

  
The highlight of the Hauraki Gulf pelagic was the dainty New Zealand Storm Petrel; Black Petrels were regularly seen (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
At dawn we explored a marshy area at the village of Sandspit where after a bit of searching we found a 
cooperative Buff-banded Rail walking about at the edge of some mangrove. After a tasty breakfast we 
headed south, braved the Auckland traffic and arrived at the wader site of Miranda to find that the tide was 
extremely high. All the waders were hiding behind a gravel bank and only Bar-tailed Godwits and a few Red 
Knot were visible. Extremely frustrating. We kept scanning, but to no avail. At the visitors centre the local 
ornithologist explained the amazing migration strategy of the Bar-tailed Godwit and the incredible distances 
they cover! These intrepid travellers fly from Alaska to New Zealand in one go in autumn covering c11,000 
kilometres! A truly out of this world performance. Other birds at Miranda included a flock of 15 Royal 
Spoonbills, a nice concentration of Black-billed Gulls, lots of White-fronted Terns and some European 
Greenfinches. We made our way to some nearby wetlands, but couldn’t find anything of note except Grey 
Teal, Pacific Black Duck, Australasian Shoveler and several singing Yellowhammers. The rest of the day 
was spent driving towards the scenic Tongariro National Park in the centre of North Island. A stop at 
enormous Lake Taupo gave us New Zealand Scaup and several perky New Zealand Grebes. The sunset at 
our hotel at the edge of the National Park reminded us of a scene from the movies of “The Lord of the Rings” 
which were partly filmed here. 
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The Tongariro National Park is very scenic; lovely Whitehead were a feature of the North Island forests (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The day started with a fairly gloomy sunrise. We drove up through a spectacular landscape to the base of 
snow-covered Mount Ruapehu, the largest active volcano in New Zealand, and could see the distinctive 
peak of Mount Egmont 200km away to the west. Our first New Zealand Falcon showed distantly over the 
rocky slopes. We walked through a nice stretch of mossy southern beech forest, where Whitehead, New 
Zealand Fantail and Grey Gerygone showed. After a good breakfast we explored several of the fast flowing 
rivers and after a bit of scanning had excellent views of the unusual-looking, endemic Blue Duck. A male of 
this fast flowing river specialist was resting on top of a river boulder and could be scoped at length, while his 
ladyfriend was hiding lower down. Another New Zealand Falcon was seen attacking a Swamp Harrier. We 
explored some more indigenous forest, but noted nothing new. Later we checked lake Rotoaira and the 
southern end of Lake Taupo, where the highlight was a rather well performing couple of New Zealand 
Fernbirds. These endemic little brown jobs were much better looking than expected. Not much later, while 
scanning an extensive area of reed and cattail marsh we found two Australian Bitterns. One showed well in 
flight and one was found standing in a fairly open patch of Typha marsh. Great stuff. Other interesting 
species here included New Zealand Grebe, hundreds of Black Swans, a Grey Teal with ducklings and lots of 
New Zealand Scaup. A late afternoon walk at the edge of a lovely patch of southern beech forest gave us a 
bunch of Common Redpoll and a dust-bathing New Zealand Pipit. After dinner we returned to the forest and 
walked for several hours in the hope of encountering a North Island Brown Kiwi. We heard one or two in the 
distance, but that was it, sadly. A Common Brushtail Possum provided scant consolation and it was after 
midnight that we hit the sack.   
 

  
Black Swans and New Zealand Scaup are some of the more common New Zealand waterfowl (Mark Van Beirs) 
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Early next morning several participants and Mark, our New Zealand guide insisted on watching the World 
Cup Rugby finals between New Zealand and Australia, which were being played in England. The game was 
quite dramatic and there was an excellent ambiance in the local hotel! Obviously the New Zealand team 
won... Afterwards we drove south and visited the famous Manawatu estuary, a Ramsar site, where we 
encountered a fair selection of waders. Most important for us were the three Wrybill that we saw in the mid 
distance. They didn’t offer the best of views, but it was satisfactory nevertheless. A very special wader! 
There were also some Bar-tailed Godwits and South Island Pied Oystercatchers about. A stop further south 
at Plimmerton beach didn’t produce the Shore Plovers that are very occasionally seen there. We continued 
to the ferry terminal in Wellington and on the enjoyable Cook’s Strait crossing on an enormous ferry in calm 
conditions, we added good numbers of Westland Petrels and several distinctive Cape Petrels to the tally, 
next to fair numbers of Salvin’s Albatrosses, Northern Giant Petrels and Fairy Prions. The latter part of the 
journey took us through quieter waters where Little Penguin, lots of Fluttering Shearwaters and some smart 
Spotted Shags were noted. 
 

  
Salvin’s Albatross and Fluttering Shearwater are restricted to New Zealand for breeding (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The lovely boat cruise down the calm waters of the Queen Charlotte Sound gave us some great scenery and 
several special birds. Soon after leaving the dock in Picton we approached a rock with roosting New Zealand 
King Shags. We sure enjoyed great views of these rare and very localized birds, whose total population is 
just over 800. We admired their yellow caruncles, large pink feet and white wing patches and also had great 
looks at several Spotted Shags, looking extremely handsome with their double crests, bright yellow legs and 
green faces. We cruised along escorted by flocks of Fluttering Shearwaters and Australasian Gannets and 
visited Blumine island, where a number of rare or uncommon forest birds have become established. Upon 
landing we were welcomed by a very tame, inquisitive Weka. We walked about and stood at overlooks in the 
hope of catching a glimpse of the rare, introduced Orange-crowned (or Orange-fronted/Malherbe’s) 
Parakeet, of which c80 birds occur on this 400 hectare large, predator-free island. We had no luck at all at 
first, until sharp-eyed Jürgen located a quiet pair in a secluded valley. Everyone obtained great looks at this 
recent split from Yellow-crowned Parakeet. It is one of the rarest forest birds in New Zealand with a minute 
total population of only about 700 birds. This Critically Endangered species was a new bird for the Birdquest 
lifelist! We also encountered tame New Zealand Pigeons and lots of Tuis and New Zealand Bellbirds and 
heard South Island Saddleback. On the return journey we found a feeding frenzy with numbers of Fluttering 
Shearwaters, Australasian Gannets, Spotted Shags, a dozen Dusky Dolphins and a striking Hector’s 
Dolphin. A stop at a colony of Spotted Shags gave us the opportunity to get acquainted at close range with 
this very attractive species. After a nice lunch we packed up and made several stops on the drive south 
along the spectacular coast to Kaikoura. A colony of Royal Spoonbills offered an impressive sight as most 
birds were in splendid breeding plumage with magnificent halo-like crests. Several Eurasian Coot showed 
next to the more regular waterfowl. At an area of saltflats we observed some Double-banded Plovers, which 
looked very smart in their immaculate breeding attire. Attractively-patterned, elegant Black-billed Gulls also 
performed well. Near Kaikoura we admired several New Zealand Fur Seal pups playing in a freshwater pool 
at the base of a waterfall and observed a number of adults loafing on tidal rocks. In late afternoon we rolled 
into the seaside resort of Kaikoura. It had been a great day! 
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The Kaikoura pelagic offered a splendid variety of excellent seabirds at very close range (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
The following morning we drove along the base of the Kaikoura peninsula and observed good numbers of 
Hutton’s Shearwaters streaming past. A colony of New Zealand Fur Seals offered great looks at pups 
playing in the tidal pools. The pelagic trip off Kaikoura is one of the best seabird experiences in the entire 
world. It took us over the nearby 1km deep trench where cold water rich in nutrients attracts amazing 
numbers of seabirds. At our first chumming station we counted quantities of Northern Giant Petrels (mainly 
immature birds), several Salvin’s Albatrosses, a couple of Shy (or White-capped) Albatrosses, lots of 
Westland Petrels and stacks of highly attractive Cape Petrels. All the birds approached the boat extremely 
close so that everyone got fantastic views and photographic opportunities abounded. The fights amongst the 
feisty Giant Petrels were especially memorable. Further out another bout of chumming produced mega looks 
at several very impressive Gibson’s Albatrosses (one of the forms in the Wandering Albatross group), 
several Southern and Northern Royal Albatrosses, a Southern Giant Petrel (we could discern the green tip to 
the mandible) amongst the many Northerns, a single White-chinned Petrel and both Sooty and Short-tailed 
Shearwaters. On the return journey we noted a late, unexpected Southern Fulmar and fair numbers of 
Hutton’s Shearwaters. It was marvellous to be able to compare the Gibson’s and the two forms of Royal 
Albatrosses at extremely close range.  
 

  
Many Northern Giant Petrels and Cape Petrels were seen at Kaikoura (Mark Van Beirs) 
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An eye-ball to eye-ball encounter with the huge Gibson’s Albatross is a humbling experience (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
Several pods of playful Dusky Dolphins performed beautifully and we even saw them complete 
summersaults. Close to the beach we found half a dozen lovely, attractively patterned and really showy 
Hector’s Dolphins. These small dolphins with their distinctive rounded back fin are endemic to New Zealand 
waters and their total population is quite small. In the afternoon several participants opted to go whale 
watching, but sadly that trip got cancelled, so they made another pelagic and saw more or less the same 
seabirds. Others took a walk across the peninsula and saw a selection of already known species. Your 
leader went swimming with Dusky Dolphins and found it a truly exhilarating, heart-warming experience. 
 

  
Hector’s Dolphins sport a distinctive rounded fin; the Wrybill is a unique New Zealand endemic wader (Mark Van Beirs) 
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The next morning found us driving south along the east coast and our first stop was at the Ashley river. We 
explored the estuary where we observed a pleasant selection of waterfowl and waders. Later we had a good 
look inland at the wide shingle banks where we located several Wrybills, including a pair with two lovely 
downy chicks. We witnessed some interesting interaction with White-headed Stilts, which were aggressively 
chased off when approaching the brood to close. While enjoying these antics we started wondering why the 
bill of the Wrybill is turned to the right. Several rather bizarre hypotheses were mentioned, but we all agreed 
that it is a truly glorious wader! We also had great looks at Double-banded Plovers and splendidly elegant, 
endemic Black-fronted Terns showed very well along the shingly river. We continued west into the foothills 
where Lake Pearson gave us a single Great Crested Grebe. We found it richer coloured than our European 
bird and due to lack of a non-breeding plumage it may be split off in the future as Australasian Grebe. A 
dozen Eurasian Coot were also about. We arrived in late afternoon at our accommodation at Arthur’s Pass 
and had a quick first look around the mossy southern beech forests. A pair of tiny, perky Riflemen showed 
well high in a tree and several animated Kea came to inspect us at close range. These parrots full of 
character have been shown to be very intelligent and very long-lived.  
 
After dinner we went kiwi-ing along the trails of the nearby, well-preserved forest and we didn’t have a sniff of 
a living creature for hours and hours. A Common Brushtail Possum showed well and upon returning to the 
minibus, there was a note under the windscreen wipers from our German friend in which he mentioned that 
he had seen a Great Spotted Kiwi on a nearby trail just an hour ago. We obviously proceeded to the spot 
and soon heard the distinctive call of a female Kiwi emanating from within the mossy forest. After some 
diligent positioning and patient waiting most of us managed to get pretty good views of this hardest to get of 
the five species of kiwi! Sadly, not everyone had seen the bird so some of us decided to hang on and hope 
for the best, but by 02.30 we had to give in and turned in for a short night’s sleep. 
 

  
Keas are very inquisitive and delightful Pipipi can quite unobtrusive (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
We had a late breakfast and after another look at some intrepid Kea drove over Arthur’s Pass surrounded by 
some amazing snow mountain scenery. The road then wound down to the wild west coast. On the way we 
checked several lakes where we found the expected array of waterfowl, including some smart-looking New 
Zealand Scaup that showed particularly well. Further down, at the town of Greymouth we scanned the 
ocean, where a bunch of striking Spotted Shags and a Hector’s Dolphin were our rewards. The drive took us 
along the spectacular west coast north to the village of Punakaiki. We had a look at the bizarrely-shaped 
Pancake Rocks, had lunch, admired some ridiculously tame Weka with chicks and checked into our hotel. 
Our afternoon exploration of the mossy forests of the Paparoa National Park gave us a cracking Pacific 
Long-tailed Cuckoo, which we could admire for minutes sitting in the open. Rather unusual and very much 
appreciated! A brief Pipipi and several incredibly well behaved South Island Robins were also noted. After a 
delicious dinner we returned to the forest for another bout of kiwi searching. On the drive into the park we 
encountered a couple of Common Brushtail Possums. We spent several hours under a starlit sky listening 
for the distinctive calls of Great Spotted Kiwi and only once heard a female and a male call not far away. 
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Sadly an impenetrable marshy area impeded us getting closer, so we returned to base empty handed. We 
did hear the evocative calls of  Morepork on our nocturnal wanderings.  
 

  
We found Tomtit and Yellow-crowned Parakeet in the Okarito forest (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
After a late breakfast we headed south along the coastal road and made a few stops at the seashore and at 
lakes, but nothing of note was seen, except for a distant Great Egret. The forests of the Okarito National 
Park produced a nice variety of indigenous passerines including a party of attractive Pipipi. These delightful 
little critters behaved like titmice and were quite inquisitive. A male Tomtit of the nominate South Island race 
posed beautifully and a cracking Yellow-crowned Parakeet stole the show, as we were able to discern the 
reddish forehead and yellow crown from close up. In the evening we were taken out by local kiwi expert Ian 
Cooper and after a thorough briefing on kiwi behaviour and the way to see one, we waited at the edge of a 
track in the forest for action. Soon after dusk we heard a male Okarito Kiwi call just metres away and soon 
heard it shuffling in the dense undergrowth. After some strategic positioning we obtained point blank views of 
this rarest of kiwis. The total population is only c400 birds which are spread out over c10,000 hectares of 
forest. These glorious moments were much cherished and a happy group returned to the hotel. 
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                                                                                      The delightful Yellowhead and its intriguing habitat (Mark Van Beirs) 
A long driving day south followed. The walk to Monro Beach took us through beautiful mossy forest 
abounding with Tuis and New Zealand Bellbirds. We had good looks at a New Zealand Pigeon and heard 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo. At the secluded beach we had to wait a while before several Fiordland Crested 
Penguins appeared from the nearby forest and posed all too briefly on the beach. They took to sea and 
luckily loafed about so we could get decent scope views. On the return walk we heard the shrill call of a New 
Zealand Falcon flying above the forest. The fabulous southern beech forest at the Haast Pass, the divide 
between the west coast and central Otago, gave us several, very well behaved Yellowheads. These cute 
little critters were creeping about in the mosses and lichens that cover every tree here. In Wanaka we 
explored the lake and found several nesting Great Crested Grebes, several of which had tiny, stripy chicks 
on their backs. We then crossed the Lindis Pass to the Mackenzie Basin, an outwash plain which spreads 
out at the foot of New Zealand’s highest mountains. The afternoon was spent in the windy, incredibly scenic 
area of the Ahuriri valley where we searched for the fabled Black Stilt. We stopped regularly and scanned 
the shingly river edges, but only found many White-headed Stilts and a couple  of interesting-looking hybrids! 
There were lots of other birds about including Paradise Shelduck, Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal, Swamp 
Harrier, elegant Black-fronted Terns, South Island Pied Oystercatcher and also many, many Canada Geese. 
The scenery was truly special as we were birding in a picturesque glacial valley surrounded by impressive 
snowy peaks. Lots of colourful pink, purple and yellow flowering lupins added a splash of colour. In the early 
evening we arrived at Omarama, the gliding capital of the world, where we were based next to the famous 
airfield. Glider pilots from all over the world gather here to enjoy the stacked pressure layers above the 
Southern Alps which are created by a strong föhn-like wind blowing across the plains to the east. 
 
Just after dawn we were investigating a small lake near the village of Twizel, where a lovely Black Stilt 
showed very well. We could study the bird at length while it foraged at the marshy edges. It had a White-
headed Stilt mate and interacted strongly with visiting White-headed Stilts, as it was chasing them off quite 
aggressively. The total population of this lovely species is tiny. It is severely threatened by introduced 
mammals and habitat loss and a serious captive breeding program is being implemented so that several 
dozen birds are being released into the wild every year. Further north, closer to Mount Cook – as so often 
hiding in the dense clouds - several more Black Stilts, including several motley immature birds, were found. 
Pairs of Paradise Shelduck were swimming about with their cute downy ducklings and a cracking Wrybill 
showed off its peculiar bill at close range. After a well-deserved, delicious breakfast we packed up and made 
our way south to the town of Te Anau, the gateway to the Fiordland region. An afternoon walk in the 
surroundings only produced a selection of widespread species. 
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The rare Black Stilt is seriously endangered; Paradise Shelduck drakes are more subtly plumaged than the females (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The magnificent Milford Sound National Park offers some of the best scenery New Zealand has to offer and 
as we were incredibly lucky with the weather, we were able to enjoy snow-topped mountains and amazing 
vistas throughout the day. We started with a short walk amongst wonderful southern beech trees where 
Riflemen played hide and seek in the high canopy. The boulder fields at the Homer tunnel are the favourite 
habitat of the diminutive Rockwren. It took a while to find this dapper little tike, but eventually we all had great 
to good looks as it was bobbing about on the rocks and boulders. We now had seen the two surviving 
members of the Acanthisittidae, the New Zealand Wrens: Rifleman and Rockwren. Sadly, two other species 
of this endemic family have gone extinct within the last 120 years: the Bush Wren and the Stephen Island 
Wren. Spectacular alpine plants such as the giant Mountain Daisy (Celmisia) and the eye-catching, white 
Giant Buttercup or Mount Cook Lily (Ranunculus) made our stay even more enjoyable. We ate our tasty 
sandwiches here and drove down to the Milford Sound, where we boarded a boat for a leisurely nature 
cruise. We sailed past impressive waterfalls, steep cliffs and extensive glacial valleys and admired distant 
glaciers and snow-capped mountains. A couple of Fiordland Crested Penguins showed quite well and parties 
of New Zealand Fur Seals were loafing on the rocks, but best of all were the three Humpback Whales that 
allowed close approach. We saw the distinctive blow, the small back fin and the magnificent fluke as they 
dived. Heart-warming moments. Humpback Whales are always a delight to observe.  
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The alpine meadows at the Homer Tunnel are the favourite habitat of the Giant Buttercup (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
We left the enchanting town of Te Anau and drove via backroads to Invercargill. A large Black-billed Gull 
colony offered a lovely sight. These attractive, but uncommon endemic gulls are declining and considered 
endangered now. At the edge of the Borland forest we had fair views of a New Zealand Falcon in flight and 
cracking looks at another Pacific Long-tailed Cuckoo. Several Pipipi obliged and we startled a fine Red Deer 
on the forest track. Further south along the coast a party of beautiful Spotted Shags were preening on rocks 
and a few Stewart Island (or Bronze) Shags flew past. We continued to Invercargill airport where we checked 
in for the short flight to Stewart Island. Because of rather strong winds our flight was delayed and eventually 
cancelled, so we took the late afternoon ferry across a sea covered in white horses. On the fairly bumpy 
crossing we noted a single White-capped Albatross, some Sooty Shearwaters and a couple of Common 
Diving Petrels. Upon arrival at the dock at Oban a Little Penguin was spotted and several impressive New 
Zealand Kaka entertained us in the garden of our hotel after dinner. The kiwi excursion was sadly cancelled 
due to inclement weather conditions. 
 

  
Fiordland Crested Penguins and Campbell Albatross enlivened the Stewart Island pelagic (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
The gardens and forest edges at Oban gave those of us who wandered about before breakfast great looks at 
Redpolls and a couple of Yellow-crowned Parakeets. We then boarded the catamaran Aurora for a delightful 
pelagic off the east and southeast coast of Stewart Island. Fiordland Crested Penguins were found at several 
locations along quiet stretches of coastline and a single Yellow-eyed Penguin was also tracked down. A 
small island held a nice colony of Stewart Island (Bronze) Shags and we were able to observe both the pied 
and the dark forms of this localized species. On the shore of Bench island five Wekas were patrolling the 
pebbly beach. The crew chummed on a regular basis and this gave us all many opportunities to study a 
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whole range of fabulous seabirds in depth and at close range. Albatrosses were well represented. The 
White-capped (Shy) was easily the most common as we could count up to 25 together around the boat. 
Several smart-looking Salvin’s Albatrosses often joined the melée and we also had great looks at several 
Campbell Albatrosses. This form of Black-browed Albatross is now usually considered a separate species 
and we had no difficulty discerning the rather angry-looking orangey-yellow eyes. Several enormous 
Southern Royal Albatrosses regularly approached the boat and sometimes landed close by. Just a few 
Northern Giant Petrels were noted, but gaudy Cape Petrels escorted us throughout the day. In an area of 
upwelling hundreds upon hundreds of Sooty Shearwaters were milling about. A couple of Broad-billed Prions 
gave fair views, as did several more dainty-looking Fairy Prions. A single Grey-faced Petrel flew in and 
allowed us to observe why it is named that way. Small numbers of tiny Common Diving Petrels were spotted, 
luckily regularly quite close to the boat. Several times a dashing Brown Skua flew in and very adroitly caught 
pieces of fish thrown to it in the air. Quite a spectacle! The rocky coasts of the small islands held fair 
numbers of New Zealand Fur Seals. In the evening we went out by boat to a remote beach where we easily 
obtained cracking views of two Southern Brown Kiwis at point blank range. A great experience! On Stewart 
Island kiwis visit the beaches to feed on the arthropods living on and around the kelp that is thrown up on the 
beaches after storms and this peculiarity allowed us to observe these very special birds in the open while 
they were foraging fairly unconcernedly. On the return boat journey a Common Diving Petrel landed on the 
deck and could be admired in detail. The end of another great day.   
 
Ulva Island is situated just off Oban in the Patterson Inlet and has a rich human history as it was the main 
settlement of Stewart Island for a while. Now it is a well-run nature reserve and on our walk along the well-
laid out trails through the beautiful, fern-rich forests we encountered a nice selection of New Zealand’s forest 
birds. Best of all was the family of South Island Saddlebacks foraging in their unique way in the abundant 
treeferns. We even saw the distinctive dark brown juvenile bird, which used to have its own name, Jackbird. 
We bumped into a delightful day-active Southern Brown Kiwi and noted curious New Zealand Kakas, Red-
crowned Parakeets, South Island Robins, adorable Yellowheads, well-voiced Pipipis, a Tomtit (for a couple 
of lucky people) and a family of Wekas with small fluffy chicks. Along the coast we found several white-
throated Little Pied Cormorants, Spotted Shags and an unhappy, sandfly bitten New Zealand Sealion. 
Around midday a smooth flight in an Islander took us back to Invercargill and on the drive along the coastal 
road we stopped a few times in the Catlins. A large marsh gave us a singing New Zealand Fernbird and an 
offshore island held several Royal Spoonbills. Good numbers of smart-looking New Zealand Pigeons were 
also seen. In late afternoon we arrived at our cosy accommodation on the Otago peninsula near the town of 
Dunedin. 
 

  
Northern Royal Albatrosses were soaring over Taiaroa Head and New Zealand Sea Lions frolicking on the nearby beaches (Mark Van 

Beirs) 
 
We started the following day with penguin pancakes and checked Taiaroa Head, where the famous colony of 
Northern Royal Albatrosses is situated. Several of these enormous birds were seen in flight from a viewpoint 
that also gave us lots of Spotted Shags and a few flyby Stewart Island Shags. We spent some time in the 
marvellous Otago museum with its world-class exhibits in downtown Dunedin. Here we got acquainted with 
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the fossil remains of some of New Zealand’s most famous extinct birds like the different kinds of Moas, the 
intriguing, outsized Haast’s Eagle, the Adzebill (a giant rail), Laughing Owl, the Piopio (New Zealand 
Thrush), etc. We learnt that no fewer than 58 species of birds became extinct since man arrived in the land 
of the long white cloud just 1000 years ago! So very sad!! In the afternoon we joined a boat trip in Otago 
Harbour and saw parts of the Taiaroa peninsula not easily seen from land. We obtained good looks at a 
number of breeding, displaying and soaring Northern Royal Albatrosses, observed a Stewart Island Shag 
colony and saw both Dusky and Hector’s Dolphins. We approached an incoming fishing boat surrounded by 
scores of seabirds and noted Southern Royal, White-capped, Campbell and Salvin’s Albatrosses next to 
White-chinned Petrel and Sooty Shearwaters. In late afternoon we checked out the coastline at Cape 
Saunders where numbers of New Zealand Fur Seals and impressive New Zealand (or Hooker’s) Sea Lions 
were lazing about. The main attraction were the handsome Yellow-eyed Penguins that posed so very well for 
us. This highly attractive species is in serious decline and we felt privileged to see several birds at close 
range. The final dinner at a very nice restaurant ended quite late with lavish desserts. 
 
On the last morning of the trip we explored the mudflats, marshes and meadows of the Otago peninsula 
where most pairs of Paradise Shelduck were accompanied by lots of cute ducklings. We visited the Dunedin 
Botanical Garden in the hope of finding a Shining Bronze Cuckoo. No luck there but the richly flowering 
rhododendrons were truly out of this world. A forested gully nearby finally produced a Shining Bronze 
Cuckoo, harried by a Grey Gerygone, its usual host. After that we returned to Dunedin where the tour ended 
and the group split up. Kiwi land had really lived up to expectations! 
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The endemic Spotted Shag must be the most attractively-patterned of the cormorant family (Mark Van Beirs) 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR 
 
The species names and taxonomy used in the report mostly follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). IOC World Bird Names. 
This list is updated several times annually and is available at http://www.worldbirdnames.org. 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (LO). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ 
birds for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two Birdquest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its 
range; the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species). 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, BirdLife International’s 
magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, and updates on the BirdLife website: 
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/home 
CR = Critically Endangered, E = Endangered, V = Vulnerable, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient. 
 
Southern Brown Kiwi ◊  Apteryx australis V  Magnificent views on a remote beach on Stewart Island. 
North Island Brown Kiwi ◊  Apteryx mantelli (H) E Sadly, only heard, although we tried at a couple of sites. 
Okarito Kiwi ◊  Apteryx rowi E  Splendid looks at a bird at our feet in the Okarita forest. 
Little Spotted Kiwi ◊  Apteryx owenii NT  Glorious views of this much-wanted species on Tiritiri Matangi. 
Great Spotted Kiwi ◊  Apteryx haastii V  Excellent looks for some of the most difficult kiwi at Arthur’s Pass. 
Greylag Goose  Anser anser   Several were seen at Miranda. 
Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   Common, especially on South Island. 
Black Swan  Cygnus atratus   A very common sight on all visited lakes. 
Blue Duck ◊  Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos E  Great looks at a roosting male in the Tongariro NP. 
Paradise Shelduck ◊  Tadorna variegata   A common and widespread endemic. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   A very common introduced species. 
Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa   Widespread. 
Australasian Shoveler ◊  Anas rhynchotis   Widespread in small numbers. 
Grey Teal  Anas gracilis   Regular. See Note. 
Brown Teal ◊  Anas chlorotis NT  We only saw this species on Tiritiri Matangi. 
 

  
Brown Quail showed very well on Tiritiri and Southern Royal Albatrosses at Kaikoura (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
New Zealand Scaup ◊  Aythya novaeseelandiae   A widespread and common endemic. 
California Quail  Callipepla californica   Regular encounters with this introduced gamebird. 
Wild Turkey  Meleagris gallopavo   A few sightings. 
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Brown Quail  Coturnix ypsilophora   Splendid looks on Tiritiri Matangi. 
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   Small numbers were seen all along our route. 
Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus   We only saw it on the first day of the tour. 
Fiordland Penguin ◊  Eudyptes pachyrhynchus V  Excellent encounters on South Island and on Stewart Island. 
Yellow-eyed Penguin ◊  Megadyptes antipodes E  Eye-ball to eye-ball studies near Dunedin. 
Little Penguin  Eudyptula minor   Seen in small numbers on all our boat trips. 
Wilson's Storm Petrel  Oceanites oceanicus   Two showed well in the Hauraki Gulf. 
White-faced Storm Petrel  Pelagodroma marina   c60 gave good looks on the Hauraki Gulf pelagic. 
New Zealand Storm Petrel  Fregetta maoriana CR  Eight showed very well in the Hauraki Gulf! See Note. 
Gibson’s Albatross  Diomedea [antipodensis] gibsoni V  Brilliant looks of several on the Kaikoura boat trip. 
Southern Royal Albatross ◊  Diomedea epomophora V  Excellent studies at Kaikoura and off Stewart Island. 
Northern Royal Albatross ◊  Diomedea sanfordi E  Regular at Kaikoura, Stewart Island and Taiaroa Head. 
Campbell Albatross ◊  Thalassarche impavida V  Nice views on the Stewart island boat trip. Yellow eyes. 
 

  
Shy Albatrosses were noted off South Island and attractive Buller’s Shearwaters off North Island (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
Shy Albatross ◊  Thalassarche cauta NT  A few at Kaikoura and many off Stewart Island. 
Salvin's Albatross ◊  Thalassarche salvini V  Regular at sea around South Island. 
Southern Giant Petrel  Macronectes giganteus   Two were identified at Kaikoura. 
Northern Giant Petrel  Macronectes halli   Common at sea all around South Island. 

 

  
Westland Petrels showed well at Kaikoura and thousands of Sooty Shearwaters were noted off Stewart Island (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
Southern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialoides   A single bird was noted off Kaikoura. 
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Cape Petrel  Daption capense   Common and attractive at sea around South Island. 
Broad-billed Prion  Pachyptila vittata   Just a few could be identified off Stewart Island. 
Fairy Prion  Pachyptila turtur   Very common in the Hauraki Gulf. Small numbers elsewhere at sea. 
Great-winged Petrel (Grey-faced P)  Pterodroma macroptera   Great looks at a single bird off Kaikoura. See Note. 
Cook's Petrel ◊  Pterodroma cookii V  Common on the Hauraki Gulf pelagic. 
Pycroft's Petrel ◊  Pterodroma pycrofti V  A single bird showed its distinctive features on the Hauraki Gulf pelagic. 
White-chinned Petrel  Procellaria aequinoctialis V  A few were noted at Kaikoura and off Taiaroa Head. 
Black Petrel ◊  Procellaria parkinsoni V  Six birds were observed on the Hauraki Gulf boat trip. See Note.  
Westland Petrel ◊  Procellaria westlandica V  Common in the Cook Strait and off Kaikoura. 
Buller's Shearwater ◊  Puffinus bulleri V  Many were noted on the Hauraki Gulf pelagic. 
Sooty Shearwater  Puffinus griseus NT  Very common around Stewart Island and off Taiaroa Head. 
Short-tailed Shearwater  Puffinus tenuirostris   A few were identified on the Kaikoura boat trip. 
Flesh-footed Shearwater  Puffinus carneipes   Fair numbers showed well in the Hauraki Gulf. 
Fluttering Shearwater ◊  Puffinus gavia   Common in the Hauraki Gulf and in the Cook Strait. 
Hutton's Shearwater ◊  Puffinus huttoni E  Many were seen around Kaikoura. 
Little Shearwater  Puffinus assimilis   A single bird showed to a few of us on the Hauraki Gulf boat trip. 
Common Diving Petrel  Pelecanoides urinatrix   Small numbers in the Hauraki Gulf and around Stewart island. 
New Zealand Grebe ◊  Poliocephalus rufopectus NT  Just a handful were found on lakes in central North Island. 
 

  
Common Diving Petrels are not easy to see well; Great Crested Grebes were carrying stripy chicks (Mark Van Beirs) 

Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   Great looks at breeding birds and chicks at Wanaka. 
Royal Spoonbill  Platalea regia   Regular sightings all along our itinerary. 
Australasian Bittern ◊  Botaurus poiciloptilus E  Good looks at two birds at Lake Taupo. 
Great Egret  Ardea alba   A couple of sightings on South Island. 
White-faced Heron  Egretta novaehollandiae   Easily the most widespread heron. 
Pacific Reef Heron  Egretta sacra   A few observations of dark morph birds on North Island. 
Australasian Gannet  Morus serrator   The spectacle of the Moruwai gannetry was a real delight. 
Little Pied Cormorant  Microcarbo melanoleucos   Regular. Many birds were of the white throated form. 
Spotted Shag ◊  Phalacrocorax punctatus   Fairly common along the southern coasts. A spectacular species! 
Little Black Cormorant  Phalacrocorax sulcirostris   Small numbers were noted on North Island. 
Australian Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax varius   Noted almost every day of the tour. 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   A handful of birds were seen on most days of the tour.  
Rough-faced Shag ◊ (New Zealand King S)  Leucocarbo carunculatus V  Great looks near Picton. 
Bronze Shag (Stewart Island S)  Leucocarbo chalconotus V  Regular on Stewart Island and near Dunedin. 
Swamp Harrier  Circus approximans   Widespread and easy to see.  
Weka ◊  Gallirallus australis V  We saw this large rail on North, South and Stewart Islands. 
Buff-banded Rail  Gallirallus philippensis   One showed well at Sandspit, north of Auckland. 
Spotless Crake  Porzana tabuensis   All too brief looks of one on Tiritiri Matangi. 
Australasian Swamphen (Pukeko)  Porphyrio [porphyrio] melanotus   Very common throughout. 
Takahe ◊  Porphyrio hochstetteri E  Great looks at several on Tiritiri Matangi. A bird from another age! 
Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra   Just a few observations of this well-known bird. 
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A White-faced Heron with an endemic skink; the white-throated form of Little Pied Cormorant (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
South Island Oystercatcher ◊  Haematopus finschi NT  Regular in small numbers. 
Variable Oystercatcher ◊  Haematopus unicolor   Common and vociferous. 
White-headed Stilt  Himantopus leucocephalus   Regular encounters with this smart species. 
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Variable Oystercatchers and White-headed Stilts are widespread throughout New Zealand (Mark Van Beirs) 

 
Black Stilt ◊  Himantopus novaezelandiae CR  Seven pure birds and a few hybrids were studied near Twizel.  
Masked Lapwing  Vanellus miles   Widespread and common. 
Wrybill ◊  Anarhynchus frontalis V  A pair with chicks showed very well near Christchurch. A great wader! 
New Zealand Plover ◊  Charadrius obscurus NT  Small numbers showed well on North Island. 
Double-banded Plover ◊  Charadrius bicinctus   Good looks at these nice birds on the beaches of South Island. 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica NT  The most common northern wader. An amazing migrant. 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   Just a handful of sightings of this widespread species. 

   
                                     Smart Double-banded Plovers and elegant Black-billed Gulls were seen mainly on South Island (Mark Van 
Beirs) 
 
Red Knot  Calidris canutus NT  Small numbers were seen on North Island. 
Red-billed Gull ◊  Chroicocephalus scopulinus   Common and widespread all over New Zealand. 
Black-billed Gull ◊  Chroicocephalus bulleri E  This elegant gull showed well at Miranda and on South Island. 
Kelp Gull  Larus dominicanus   Common and widespread.  
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   Small numbers were noted on North Island and the north of South Island. 
Fairy Tern ◊  Sternula nereis V  A few along the coast north of Auckland. Rare in New Zealand. See Note. 
 



	  
	  

23  BirdQuest Tour Report: NEW ZEALAND  www.birdquest-tours.com 

  
                             White-fronted Terns were found all along the coasts; Brown Skuas were only seen on Stewart Island (Mark Van Beirs) 
White-fronted Tern ◊  Sterna striata   Common and elegant all along our route. See Note. 
Black-fronted Tern ◊  Chlidonias albostriatus E  Regular along rocky streams on South Island. 
Brown Skua  Stercorarius antarcticus   A few were seen on the Stewart island boat trip. 
Pomarine Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus   A single bird showed quite well on the Hauraki Gulf boat trip. 
Rock Dove  Columba livia   Common in towns and villages. 
Barbary Dove  Streptopelia risoria   A few sightings in the Auckland area. 
Spotted Dove  Spilopelia chinensis   Just a few observations on North Island. 
New Zealand Pigeon ◊  Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae NT  Common and very attractive. Often quite tame. 
Pacific Long-tailed Cuckoo ◊  Urodynamis taitensis   Perfect looks at Paparoa and near Te Anau. 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx lucidus   The last addition to the list. One finally seen near Dunedin. 
Morepork ◊  Ninox novaeseelandiae   Regular great looks at this vocal bird on Tiritiri Matangi. Heard elsewhere. 
Sacred Kingfisher  Todiramphus sanctus   Small numbers were noted on North Island. 
New Zealand Falcon ◊  Falco novaeseelandiae NT  Five encounters with this swift bird of prey. 

  
      The smart New Zealand Pigeon is one of only two members of the genus Hemiphaga; Moreporks were easily tracked down (MVB)  



	  
	  

24  BirdQuest Tour Report: NEW ZEALAND  www.birdquest-tours.com 

Kea ◊  Nestor notabilis V  c20 sightings of this bird full of character. 
New Zealand Kaka ◊  Nestor meridionalis E  Superb encounters in the gardens of Oban, Stewart Island. 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita   A single bird was seen in the Auckland suburbs. 
Yellow-crowned Parakeet  Cyanoramphus auriceps NT  We saw this one well at Okarito and on Stewart island. 
Malherbe’s Parakeet ◊ (Orange-crowned P)  Cyanoramphus malherbi CR  Good looks on Blumine Island! 
Red-crowned Parakeet ◊  Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae NT  Best views were on Tiritiri Matangi. 
Eastern Rosella  Platycercus eximius   A handful of sightings of this introduced species. 
 

  
                    The New Zealand Kaka showed well on Stewart island; Red-crowned Parakeets often feed on the ground (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
Rifleman ◊  Acanthisitta chloris   This tiny endemic showed well on a few occasions in the southern beech woods. 
New Zealand Rockwren ◊  Xenicus gilviventris V  Nice looks at this rockhopping species near the Homer Tunnel. 
Tui ◊  Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae   This attractive species is widespread all over New Zealand. 
 

  
                        New Zealand Bellbirds are plentiful on Tiritiri Matangi, but North Island Kokakos are harder to find there (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
New Zealand Bellbird ◊  Anthornis melanura   Widespread in small numbers and rather vocal. 
Grey Gerygone ◊  Gerygone igata   Regular and widespread. 
North Island Kokako ◊  Callaeas wilsoni E  Great looks on Tiritiri Matangi. Smart! 
North Island Saddleback ◊  Philesturnus rufusater NT  Common and very obvious on Tiritiri Matangi.  
South Island Saddleback ◊  Philesturnus carunculatus NT  Five birds were on Ulva Island off Stewart Island. 
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                                                New Zealand is the land of ferns; the Stitchbird is the only member of the Notiomystidae (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
Stitchbird ◊  Notiomystis cincta V  We saw this endemic only on Tiritiri Matangi. 
Australian Magpie  Gymnorhina tibicen   Regular all along our itinerary. Introduced. 
Yellowhead ◊  Mohoua ochrocephala E  Great looks at Haast Pass and on Ulva Island. A lovely species. 
Whitehead ◊  Mohoua albicilla   Common and entertaining on Tiritiri Matangi and a few elsewhere on North Island. 
Pipipi ◊ (Brown Creeper)  Mohoua novaeseelandiae   Great looks at several venues on South Island. 
New Zealand Fantail ◊  Rhipidura fuliginosa   Regular and widespread in small numbers.  
Tomtit ◊  Petroica macrocephala   A few in the forests of North, South and Stewart Islands. 
North Island Robin ◊  Petroica [australis] longipes   We only saw it on Tiritiri Matangi. 
 

  
                                   The South Island Robin is very confiding; the scenery in the Southern Alps is often breath-taking (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
South Island Robin ◊  Petroica [australis] australis   Regular and so inquisitive in the forests of South Island. 
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   Marvelously common.  
Welcome Swallow  Hirundo neoxena   Regular in small numbers. 
New Zealand Fernbird ◊  Megalurus punctatus   Good looks on Tiritiri and in the Catlins. 
Silvereye  Zosterops lateralis   Everywhere in flowering trees and bushes. 
Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis   Much too common on North Island! 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   Very common all over. 
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                                                          A Welcome Swallow is feeding its chick; Mountain Daisies (Celmisia) are endemic (Mark Van Beirs) 
 
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   One of the more common songbirds in New Zealand. 
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   Delightfully common. 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   All over. 
Dunnock  Prunella modularis   Small numbers all over the islands. 
New Zealand Pipit ◊  Anthus novaeseelandiae   Just a handful of sightings. 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   Small numbers all over. 
European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   A few here and there. 
Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   Small numbers, mainly on South island. 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   Common and attractive. 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   Regular in small numbers. A lovely song. 

  
                                                                                  We had excellent views of Humpback Whales in the Milford Sound (Mark Van Beirs) 
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MAMMALS 
 
Common Brushtail Possum  Trichosurus vulpecula   Regular encounters of this pest on night drives. 
European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cunicilus   A few sightings. 
European Hare  Lepus europaeus   A handful were noted. 
New Zealand Fur Seal  Arctocephalus forsteri   Many encounters on the coasts of South Island. 
New Zealand Sea Lion  Neophoca hookeri   A few showed very well on the beaches of Taiaroa head.  
Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae   Three showed beautifully on the Milford Sound boat trip. 
Dusky Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus obscurus   Very common off Kaikoura and small numbers elsewhere. 
Hector’s Dolphin  Cephalorhynchus hectori   Regular off Kaikoura and singles on three other occasions. 
Red Deer  Cervus elaphus   A single animal was seen near Te Anau. 
 

  
We had many great encounters with New Zealand Fur Seals; introduced Lupins and Gorse were flowering everywhere (Mark Van Beirs) 

  
                                    Cabbage Trees were precious to the early Maoris; the astounding scenery of the Milford Sound (Mark Van Beirs) 
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NOTES TO THE SYSTEMATIC LIST    
Grey Teal (Grey Duck)  Anas rhynchotis 
The New Zealand Grey Teal population is believed to be extensively hybridised with introduced mallards to such an 
extent that few pure grey teal may now exist, hence its “critical” conservation status. While this presumption is based 
entirely on phenotype, as definitive genetic studies have yet to be undertaken, the diversity of soft part and plumage 
characteristics of most grey duck-like New Zealand birds compared to those in Australia lends support to this belief. 
(Williams, M.J. 2013. Grey Duck. In Miskelly, C.M. (ed.) New Zealand Birds Online. www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz). 
New Zealand Storm Petrel  Fregetta maoriana  
Genetic analysis has confirmed that the NZ Storm Petrel should be placed in Fregetta (Robertson, B.C., Stephenson, 
B.M., & Goldstien, S.J. 2011. When rediscovery is not enough: Taxonomic uncertainty hinders conservation of a critically 
endangered bird. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 61(3): 949-952.). Also, recent work by C. Gaskin, M. Rayner et 
al has led to the discovery of breeding sites on Little Barrier Island (Te Hauturu-o-Toi) in 2013. 
Great-winged Petrel (Grey-faced P)  Pterodroma macrocoptera gouldi  
There are two subspecies: the nominate Pt. m. macroptera breeds at Tristan da Cunha, Gough, Prince Edward, Marion, 
Kerguelen and Crozet Islands, and islands off Western Australia; Pt. m. gouldi breeds only in New Zealand.(Taylor, G.A. 
2013. Grey-faced petrel. In Miskelly, C.M. (ed.) New Zealand Birds Online. www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz). Recent genetic 
work supports separating Grey-faced Petrel and Great-winged Petrel (Lawrence, H.A., Scofield, R.P., Taylor, G.A., 
Lyver, P.O’B., Gleeson, D.M. (in prep). Genetic, morphological and behavioural evidence supports the treatment of Grey-
faced Petrel as a separate species, Pterodroma gouldi). 
Black Petrel (Parkinson's P)  Procellaria parkinsoni   
Black Petrels have been assessed as the most at-risk seabird species from commercial fishing in New Zealand waters 
(Richard, Y.; Abraham, E.R.; Filippi, D. 2011. Assessment of the risk to seabird populations from New Zealand 
commercial fisheries. Final Research Report for Ministry of Fisheries projects IPA2009/19 and IPA2009/20. Ministry of 
Fisheries, Wellington. 137 p.). By-catch has also been recorded in South America – northern Peru and Ecuador (ACAP). 
Fairy Tern  Sternula nereis  
There are three subspecies: nominate nereis in Australia, exsul in New Caledonia, and davisae in New Zealand. This 
small, dainty coastal tern is the most threatened of New Zealand’s endemic birds. The relict population of fewer than a 
dozen pairs survives between Whangarei in the north and Auckland to the south. The tiny population is gravely 
threatened by introduced predators and human disturbance and encroachment. They are intensively managed during the 
breeding season (Pulham, G.; Wilson, D. 2013. Fairy tern. In Miskelly, C.M. (ed.) New Zealand Birds Online 
www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz). 
White-fronted Tern  Sterna striata 
The New Zealand population has declined markedly over the last 40 years and is currently regarded as threatened (from 
Mills, J.A. 2013. White-fronted Tern. In Miskelly, C.M. (ed.) New Zealand Birds Online. www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz. R.G., 
Sagar, P.M., Scofield, R.P., Taylor, G.A. 2013. Conservation status of New Zealand birds, 2012. New Zealand Threat 
Classification Series 4. Department of Conservation, Wellington. 22pp.). 
 
 
 
 

  
                                                                                            Sunset in the Southern Alps; a feisty New Zealand Sea Lion (Mark Van Beirs) 
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                                                                                            Wekas are often very inquisitive; Kaikoura scenery (Andy Barber) 

 

  
 


