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 Long-winged Harrier   (Eustace Barnes) 
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The Guyanan shield offers a tremendous array of spectacular species and nowhere can these be more 
easily seen than in the magnificent savannas and rainforests of Guyana. This year was proof of that with 
spectacular views of many rarely seen range restricted species. We kicked off with great views of Red Siskin 
and continued with Sun Parakeet, Rio Branco Antbird, Hoary-throated Spinetail, nine Agami Herons, a 
superb Capuchinbird lek, Bearded Tachuri, the rarely seen Crested Doradito, three Blue-backed Tanagers, 
several Guianan Red Cotingas and extended studies of a magnificent Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock lek. In the 
Iwokrama Forest reserve we found the rare Crimson Fruitcrow, a calling White-winged Potoo, a large group 
of Grey-winged Trumpeters, Crimson Topaz, Black-throated Antshrike, a Spotted Antpitta and a magnificent 
Orange-breasted Falcon at our secret stakeout. On the coast we saw a great variety of species including 
Blood-coloured Woodpecker, Rufous Crab Hawk and a stunning male Long-winged Harrier. 
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The Rupununi savannas (Eustace Barnes). 

 
On arrival in Georgetown we all met up at our delightful colonial hotel resonant of a less auspicious historical 
moment and made our plans for the following day. For the majority this meant a pre-tour visit to the 
spectacular Kaiteur Falls but, for all it meant departing for Lethem in the far south early the day after.  The 
flight across the vast forested interior gave us hope for the survival of this great ecological treasure house 
while giving us a tremendous panoramic spectacle at the same time. All too soon this gave way to the 
intricate mosaic of savannas, gallery forests and wetlands so typical of the southern region, heralding our 
imminent arrival in the rather ghastly border town of Lethem which thrives on the tax differential between 
Guyana and Brazil, allowing residents of the powerful neighbour to buy cheap consumer goodies a few 
hours from the bustling city of Boa Vista in Roraima. 
 
 

 
Buff-necked Ibises are now a common sight on the savannas (Eustace Barnes). 
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Eastern Meadowlark is very common on the Rupnuni (Eustace Barnes). 

 
We began our travels from Lethem as soon as possible, crossing open savannas to reach the huge 
Dadanawa ranch tucked away in the vast expanses of the Rupununi. On the way we found a number of the 
more widespread species including White-tailed and Savanna Hawks, Brown-breasted Parakeets, White-
headed Marsh Tyrant, Vermillion Flycatcher, Bicoloured Wren and Eastern Meadowlark along with great 
views of some less frequently observed species including Azure Gallinule, South American Snipe, Buff-
necked Ibis, Double-striped Thick-knee and the rather bucolic Pinnated Bittern. As we neared the ranch we 
saw a few Lesser and Nacunda Nighthawks and before long it was time to contemplate our arrival with the 
assistance of liberal quantities of rum punch; a notable feature of life on this tour.  We then enjoyed a superb 
meal with, as agreed by all except Barbara, the best fillet steak we have had for a long time!    
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Heading off into the inky darkness the following morning we traversed one of the least known corners of ‘The 
Bird Continent’ in search of one of the rarest and least known denizens of the forest-island savanna ecotone; 
the Red Siskin. This now endangered species was found here only relatively recently but seems to occur in 
reasonable numbers. Nevertheless finding them is not straightforward and an entire day was devoted to 
finding this beautiful little finch.  Our first site drew a blank, although a female was briefly glimpsed. We then 
crossed another vast savanna to a rocky forested pinnacle and our second site which produced a superb 
male coming to drink at a rather insignificant spring. As the sun was rising high above us and the 
temperatures were soaring we retraced our steps to the ranch for a splendid lunch and preparations for our 
journey to our next stop; the Manari ranch.  
 

 
Red Siskin hiding in mistletoe (Keith Betton). 

 
Another open grassland, dotted with marshes and criss-crossed by numerous forest-lined rivers, to the north 
of Lethem was to be the focus of our attention for a full day exploring a poorly known area the following day. 
We set off for the Ireng river in good time to enjoy breakfast overlooking unspoilt gallery forest. On the way 
we found a large Giant Anteater, Pearl Kite, Savanna Hawk, more Buff-necked Ibises, several Muscovy 
Ducks, Red-bellied Macaw, Brown-breasted Parakeets, Grassland Sparrows, Grassland Yellow-Finches, 
Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch, our only White-throated Kingbirds, numerous Fork-tailed Flycatchers and the 
ubiquitous Vermillion Flycatcher.  The forests rang to the songs of numerous birds, including Rufous-tailed 
Jacamar, Pale-legged Hornero, Steak-headed Woodcreeper, Black-crested Antshrike, Slate-headed Tody-
Flycatcher, Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet, Pale-tipped Inezia and Ochre-lored Flatbill. However, it was the far 
from ubiquitous and indeed critically endangered Hoary-throated Spinetail and Rio Branco Antbirds we were 
looking for. The spinetail is relatively numerous in the drier acacia dominated areas of woodland and we 
quickly found several pairs obtaining great views of this pretty little furnarid. On the other hand the Antbird 
was a little more time consuming as Asaf and I combed the more humid forests dominated by vine tangles 
and palms. It was not long before the distinctive duet of a pair of Cercomacra Antbirds creaked and groaned 
in the undergrowth. In no time we were watching a pair clambering about in the viney tangle they call home. 
We did not find a pair of Guianan Gnatcatchers chasing a pair of Tropical Gnatcatchers as described in a trip 
report David had from another tour company, or any Roraiman Antwrens, Fiery-shouldered Parakeets or 
Great Elaenias. That’s because they don’t occur in the area! Anyway, it’s a bit ‘hamy’ but we could say 
mission accomplished and so, as it was, we took our leave and returned to the ranch for lunch and a siesta.   
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A very confiding Pinnated Bittern (Eustace Barnes).  

 
Mid-afternoon and we were on the move again crossing savannas, wetlands and gallery forests on our way 
to Karasabai for a night at the community centre. What a place! Tucked away in the middle of nowhere on 
the Brazilian border sandwiched between two vast indigenous reserves it is precisely the protection afforded 
by this remoteness  that allowed for the survival of the Sun Parakeet. Without the extraordinary actions of a 
small number of people in Karasabai it is doubtful the Sun Parakeet would have a viable wild population.  As 
it is this somewhat unremarkable area and an otherwise unremarkable community plays host to the last 
barely sustainable population of this beautiful psittacid. And so we descend on the community in search of 
these beautiful birds. I suppose we might like to think that in some small way we are affirming the decisions 
of the community and persuade them it is worth saving these birds but it never looks as if they care what 
outsiders think. We arrived to a deserted village, the water had been switched off and there was insufficient 
accommodation. Of course, we arrived during the indigenous equivalent of carnival and they did not care if a 
few foreigners had come to see the parrots. 
 
The area is interesting and we found a good number of more widely distributed open country and scrubby 
woodland species including Savanna Hawk, White-tailed Hawk, Lineated Woodpecker, Green-tailed 
Jacamar, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, Red-eyed Vireo, Ash-headed Greenlet, Finsch’s Euphonia,  Hooded 
Tanager  and Orange-backed Troupial. Perhaps interestingly, Red Siskin has also been reported from here 
by another tour company but after two weeks of searching a team of field workers failed to find any and the 
local people have never seen them here either. However, we did see large numbers of Hooded Siskins 
which seems an odd elevation and habitat for this species. We also saw good numbers of Red-and-green 
Macaws, Brown-breasted Parakeets, Orange-winged and Yellow-crowned Amazons. However, less well 
known is that in it the tall woodlands here is the orenocensis form of White-bellied Piculet (unmapped for the 
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region but quite common). We quickly connect with this very white-bellied form with little or no breast and 
flanks markings. It differs so markedly from the coastal form it may warrant specific recognition in its own 
right. We then continued to our stakeout for the parakeets which took their time to appear but did so after a 
good long wait. What a superb species and well worth the time! 
 

 
The magnificent Sun Parakeet (Eustace Barnes). 

 
After a splendid lunch prepared by the sole member of the community in evidence we retraced our steps and 
made for the Karanambu ranch made famous by David Attenborough. It is at Karanambu where Diane 
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McTurk has, for decades, taken care of the Giant River Otters and regularly has orphaned individuals in her 
care. We were in luck to find both Diane and the Otters in good health and enjoy her tales of life on the ranch 
and see several wild Giant River Otters while enjoying the splendid rum punch served so freely. 
 

 
Agami Heron. Surely the most beautiful of all herons? (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Our first pre-breakfast excursion on the ranch was spent navigating various river channels and ox-bows 
enjoying a spectacular display of waterbirds. The very first bird we found was an Agami Heron; without doubt 
the most beautiful of all herons and always quite an experience to watch fishing. We went on to see maybe a 
dozen more during our stay along with numerous Black Skimmers, Large-billed Terns, Pied Lapwings, 
Jabiru, five species of Kingfisher, Lineated and Crimson-crested Woodpeckers.  We also took an afternoon 
river trip which gave us a few more Agami Herons and a number of other trip birds, although as the river was 
very low we could not get into Buffalo Pond to search for Lesser-crested Curassow, which we only heard as 
a result.  As dusk advanced a few Grey-necked Wood-Ralls appeared along with a few Sungrebes. 
However, it was the appearance of a rusty brown ‘rail’ running along the river bank that drew my attention 
and we slowed see the secretive and probably very uncommon  Uniform Crake. Once the light began to fade 
the languid tones of Red-legged Tinamous seeped into the dusk and numerous Band-tailed Nighthawks, 
Pauraques and Blackish Nightjars began their crepuscular wanderings up and down the channels.     
 

Black Skimmer at Karanambu (Eustace Barnes). 
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Capuchinbird displaying at a lek (Keith Betton). 

 
Our second morning found us exploring the light woodlands lining the river banks. I say exploring but in fact 
we walked directly to the tree the Capuchinbirds use to lek. We were greeted with silence at first light but 
there was a bird frozen, watching us as we arrived! As the sun rose a number of other birds began to shuffle 
about and put on their extraordinary display making for the most memorable experience of the tour. We 
watched the birds leaping about in the low canopy and inflating themselves in a highly ritualised procedure 
before emitting their extraordinary booming calls. A great photographic opportunity for Mick and Anne and 
indeed Keith. Once the birds had finished we headed back to the ranch for breakfast. On the way we found 
Striped and Buff-throated Woodcreeper, White-bellied and Dusky Antbirds, Northern Slaty and Black-crested 
Antshrikes and White-flanked Antwren.  
 

 
Capuchinbird in display posture (Keith Betton.) 
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Uniform Crake  A real surprise!  (Eustace Barnes). 

 
A proposed afternoon visit to the open savannas in search of Bearded Tachuri had certain people groaning 
at the thought of an endless search for a rare small brown tyrannid in the heat of the day. As it was, a couple 
of minutes after arriving on site we were watching a rather confiding individual fluttering about in the tall 
grass.  Keith and I set off to secure the photographic evidence and enjoyed some success.  
 

 
Bearded Tachuri (Keith Betton and PL). 
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The area also produced Ruddy-breasted and Plumbeous Seedeaters,  dozens of Grassland Yellow-Finches, 
White-headed Marsh Tyrant, Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Grassland Sparrows and many many Eastern 
Meadowlarks. We had ample time to head off to another lagoon, seeing little but the great open savanna 
scenery. It looked good but nothing doing except a distant Great Egret. It is always a surprise to visitors that 
such magnificent wetlands support so little birdlife. Anyway, after listening to the wind rustling through the 
empty sedge beds we headed off to do some night birding, finding Burrowing Owl, Lesser and Least 
Nighthawks and the much larger Nacunda Nighthawk and a couple of White-tailed Nightjars. Time for rum 
punch,  a pleasant rest watching the sun set and waiting for the evening session to start. Perfect!    
 

 
Crested Doradito (Eustace Barnes). 

 
 
It was time to move on and the following morning we packed and headed to an unimaginably remote wetland 
way out in the middle of a vast savanna in search of Crested Doradito; another uncommon and poorly known 
tyrannid. After thrashing around in the tall woody shrubs and grasses we found several Doraditos and spent 
a good deal of time watching them flit about in the dense vegetation. We or rather I, secured the photos and 
clocked a couple of Least Bitterns in the process!  Not of great import maybe but this species is decidedly 
uncommon in Guyana and was of great interest to our local guides, who we suspect had not seen them 
before. We also found another Azure Gallinule, a pair of Bearded Tachuris, a few more pairs of Buff-necked 
Ibises but again little else. Still not to worry, we had bagged the Doradito as Mike observed, although there 
were no Bananaquits for him on that occasion.              
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Double-striped Thick-knee (Eustace Barnes). 

 
So we were once again on the move and heading for Colinville; a delightful establishment owned and run by 
an eccentric Englishman called Colin. Actually it is better known, rather more prosaically, as Rock View but it 
would seem more appropriate to embrace the nihilistic Colinville. It has a pool and a bar both of which are 
something of a rarity in southern Guyana but in spite of this luxury we headed off in search of another 
localised grassland tyrannid; the White-naped Xenopsaris.  A few minutes after arrival and with some digital 
assistance the bird duly appeared in front of us for a good show. We also saw our only Lowland Hepatic 
Tanager and Barbara caught up with Wedge-tailed Grassfinch. I think the Xenopsaris was a new species for 
all, including David who had been to Guyana before and therefore passed through the bird’s territory before. 
After another spectacular sunset we returned to Colinville for more entertainment from the master of faux 
pas before hitting the sack for a good nights sleep.  
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White-naped Xenopsaris. Another uncommon and localised grassland species. (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Our final grassland session was a success at Camundi Bach.  Blue skies, new birds and rum punch! 
 

 
Undisturbed grasslands (Eustace Barnes) 
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Jabiru quartering the savannas. (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Suitably refreshed we departed for the remote settlement of Wowetta and the start of our rainforest trek to a 
spectacular Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock lek located high up on an isolated rocky outcrop overlooking superb 
terra firma forests. This was our introduction to rainforest birding and proved a great morning. The walk 
began well enough with a few rather sneaky Cayenne Jays, a huge Long-tailed Hermit Lek and a few 
Golden-headed Manakins at their daily dancing routines. A little further on and we found a pair of Black-
throated Trogons, a couple of Ringed Woodpeckers and, more satisfyingly, a Guianan Red Cotinga. Always 
a joy to see these beautiful and somewhat retiring denizens of the evergreen gloom glowing in the 
understorey. We then bumped into an army ant swarm with attendant Rufous-throated and White-plumed 
Antbirds, although the latter proved somewhat difficult to see. There were also a couple of groups of Grey-
winged Trumpeters and a troop of Black Spider Monkeys to keep us entertained.  After all the distraction we 
began the climb to the lek where we were able to watch the antics of the Ultimate jungle dandy; the Guianan 
Cock-of-the-Rock.  After watching the males at their courts and seeing them chase one another around, 
glowing like fireballs in the greenery, we began to retrace our weary steps.  If I ever get tired of watching 
these magnificent creatures it is time to give up birding,  
 

 
Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock at court (Eustace Barnes). 
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Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock (Eustace Barnes.) 
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Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock (Eustace Barnes.) 

 
Portraits of a stunning Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock at a lek.  Always an unbelievable spectacle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock (Eustace Barnes.) 
 



	  
16  BirdQuest Tour Report: Guyana 2014   www.birdquest-tours.com 

On to the famous Atta lodge after a short break in the village and a chat with the locals at the shop. They had  
no ice cream and Rainer was suffering so we just had to get moving and see what they had to offer at the 
lodge. Atta lodge is one of the places you never forget; hemmed in on all sides by tall trees there is a sense 
the forest could swallow up the clearing and its buildings. In the early morning the deafening roar of Howlers, 
ear splitting shrieks of innumerable parrots, macaws and Spix’s Guans shake the buildings while throughout 
the day the piercing whistles of Screaming Pihas echo around the tiny clearing. It all adds up to the ultimate 
wilderness experience and certainly one never forgotten!  
 
 

 
The forested hills at Atta (EB). 

 
 
This magnificent location provides a number of great options to search for the numerous target species 
found in the vicinity of our lodgings.  We divided our time between birding the entrance track and main road, 
the forest trails and the canopy walkway a short distance from our lodge. On our first morning we walked the 
entrance track and headed out to the ‘highway’.  We were treated to a constant chorus of yelping White-
throated Toucans and croaking Channel-billed Toucans as well as Caica, Black-headed and Red fan Parrots 
and Yellow-crowned and Mealy Amazons. We only heard Blue-cheeked Amazon, of which there seemed to 
be very few around.  We were lucky to see a small flock of Lilac-tailed Parrotlets, several flocks of Painted 
Parakeets and several large flocks of Golden-winged Parakeets. we should not forget the good numbers of 
Red and green and Scarlet Macaws but only very small numbers of the lovely Blue-and-yellow Macaws. It 
was indeed a parrot heaven!  However, there were few cotingas in evidence although we did spot several 
Spangled and Pompadour Cotingas and a pair of Dusky Purpletufts.  The roadside vegetation produced 
Lemon-chested Greenlet, several pairs of the pretty little Rose-breasted Chat and a stunning male Crimson 
Topaz. We also saw a number of Yellow-tufted Woodpeckers, the huge Red-necked Woodpecker and 
several pairs of both Crimson-crested and Lineated Woodpeckers.  Our wanderings through the forest 
produced great views of a large troop of Grey-winged Trumpeters before we ended up back at our jungle 
refuge for lunch and a session in the clearing. 
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Guianan Red Cotinga (PL) 

 
The clearing can be very productive and we enjoyed some good sightings of a number of species. These 
included Spix’s and Marail Guans, Black-bellied Cuckoo, Black-crowned and Black-tailed Tityras, Guianan 
Tyrannulet, Pompadour Cotinga, Purple-throated Fruitcrow, Red-rumped Cacique, Golden-sided Euphonias, 
Black-faced and Blue Dacnis, Green Honeycreeper, more Red-necked and Crimson-crested Woodpeckers 
and, of course, the near resident Black Curassow.   
 

 
Guianan Puffbird with a huge katydid (Eustace Barnes). 
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Night birding at this site revolves around seeing the White-winged Potoo. As it is a canopy species and a 
somewhat uncommon one it takes some finding. Walking the moonlit trails at dusk the eyrie whistles of a 
calling bird above us forced a search for its perch. After some time we located the bird and enjoyed good 
views of a perched bird high above us. Oddly we did not hear any other potoo at Atta and of the resident 
owls only heard a Northern Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl somewhat distantly.  One would have thought that 
Crested and Spectacled Owls would be calling along with Black-banded and Mottled Owls but nothing doing.  
 

 
Red and black Grosbeak (Eustace Barnes). 

 
The trail system at Atta is being extended and now includes quite a number of great routes through the tall 
forests around the lodge. We found a superb male Black-throated Antshrike that circled us giving great 
views. A number of understorey flocks gave us good views of a number of Antbirds including Mouse-
coloured, Cinereous and Dusky-throated Antshrikes, Long-winged, Brown-bellied and Rufous-bellied 
Antwrens, Plain Xenops, Black-banded, Plain-brown, Chestnut-rumped and Buff-throated Woodcreepers,  
and Ochre-bellied Flycatcher. We also found a couple more Guianan Red Cotingas giving us yet more views 
of this infrequently seen cotingid. An afternoon exploration of a new trail produced good views of Red and 
black Grosbeak and Black-faced Hawk for your leader! A shame I was on my own but I did identify a suitable 
spot for seeing the White-winged Potoo. An afternoon wander gave David and Mike a couple of White-
plumed Antbirds along the main trail en route to the canopy walkway. Always a spectacular find, this species 
is often quite active in the middle of the day. However, we had a spectacular time along one trail that started 
with a couple of Dusky Parrots that were spotted feeding the understorey as well as a superb Chestnut 
Woodpecker. While watching these birds  a female Crimson Fruitcrow was then found high in the canopy 
bouncing around in the open branches of a huge emergent. A top bird and one of the major highlights of any 
visit to Guyana.  
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Purple-throated Fruitcrow from the walkway (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Not far from the lodge is the well known canopy walkway, built on a hillside and therefore overlooking the 
forest canopy around the lodge.  We visited the walkway on a number of occasions in order to see the 
canopy species at eye level. We enjoyed watching a pair of Guianan Puffbirds, a family group of Purple-
throated Fruitcrows and a pair of Rufous-throated Sapphire fiercely guarding their nest right in front of us.  
 

 
Black-faced Hawk (Eustace Barnes) and Blue-backed tanager (Keith Betton). 
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Very rarely does a flock pass through but, in addition to those species mentioned, it is always possible to see 
both Todd’s and Spot-tailed Antwrens, Grey Antbird, Bright-rumped Attila, Yellow-tufted and Waved 
Woodpeckers, Black-spotted Barbets as well as numerous Red and green and Scarlet Macaws. It would 
seem that Blue-backed Tanager, Olive-green Tyrannulet and Red and black Grosbeak should be seen from 
the walkway but  they almost never pass through, although the Grosbeak can be heard.  
 

 
Atta Canopy walkway (Eustace Barnes.) 

 
It was time to leave the Atta Rainforest lodge and head to the Iwokrama River lodge perched on the banks of 
the Essequibo River. On our way we planned to stop at the Mori Scrub, an area of whitesand forest. Time 
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perhaps for a bit of well rehearsed biogeography I think. Central Guyana is covered by a vast swathe of 
rainforest, housing much of the country’s biodiversity. Rainforests may appear uniform but, in reality, are 
comprised of a complex mosaic of forest types determined by drainage, flood periodicity, seraphic factors, 
slope, aspect and elevation. One of the most distinctive forest types is White Sand forest; a type of forest 
that developed on relictual dune systems deposited as the Amazon basin extended eastwards as the Andes 
were pushed up. The Mori Scrub is such an area of White sand forest close to Iwokrama and we headed to 
this fascinating area after breakfast in time for a good show from the skulking denizens of this dense habitat. 
In no time we found several Black Manakins and a few Rufous-crowned Elaenias. These and a few other 
species are only found in white sand forests, which have recently received a lot of attention from biologists 
with the discovery of new species in Peru. Although few of the specialties have been found in the white sand 
forests of Guyana it is true to say that little field work has been conducted in them and few birders have 
devoted much time to them either, except to see the Manakin and Elaenia. After a brief discussion of these 
interesting forests we continued on our way to the Iwokrama Rainforest lodge for the next two nights.  
	  

	  
Low	  waters	  concentrate	  water	  birds	  and	  this	  year	  was	  great	  for	  seeing	  this	  first	  hand	  (Eustace	  Barnes).	  

	  
	  
Iwokrama. is a stunning place and very different from Atta, located as it is adjacent to a wide river. Our time 
here is divided between the spectacular forests of the entrance track, the river edge habitats and the Turtle 
Mountain trail that climbs to a watch point that looks out over the vast swathes of forest described above.  
 
 

 
Pied Plover along the Essequibo river (Eustace Barnes) 

 
The entrance track is often good for mixed flocks and a number of other species not readily found at Atta. we 
worked the track on a couple of afternoons, suffering our only rained off sessions. However, we still 
managed to track down a superb Spotted Antpitta that called from right in front of us making for a tour 
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highlight for those that agreed to enter the damp leafy gloom the bird inhabits. We did not see much else of 
note but there were a few pairs of Moriche Orioles, Chestnut-bellied Seedeaters and Giant Cowbirds around 
the lodge between the showers and crashing thunder. In the late afternoon while drying out on the veranda 
we did see good numbers of Blue and Yellow Macaws heading off to their roost. This is the only area in 
which I see this lovely species in good numbers on this tour and therefore it was good to see them here 
again. 
  
 

 
Large-billed Tern (Eustace Barnes). 

 
The following morning we took a boat ride up river to the Turtle Mountain trail. we watched the Black-collared 
Swallows on the rocky islets en route and a number of Large-billed and Yellow-billed Terns. David spotted 
what turned out to be the only Plumbeous Kite of the tour. A species generally not present at this time of 
year. Often present, the bird of the day and of the trip for some was a superb male Orange-breasted Falcon 
that we watched as it looked down over the huge river. We walked the trail up to the ‘mountain’ viewpoint 
climbing the 200 meters from the river to the top through excellent tall forest. However, this excellent tall 
forest was strikingly quiet during our visit. We were in search of Red and black Grosbeak which we often see 
here in this ‘excellent’ tall forest. but on this occasion we did not even hear them! We worked our way 
through a number of understorey flocks looking at a number of antbird species with which we had gained 
some familiarity. We took our time clambering up the hill seeing a female Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock and a 
few Golden-headed Manakins on the way to the spectacular view point looking down over the Essequibo 
river  and then we were up. When you are up you are up and when you are down you are down and, so it 
was, we began our descent through several points where we were neither up nor down. It has to be said we 
were all quite elated at the magical experience with the Orange-breasted Falcon which so many of the group 
had successfully missed on other tours.   
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Orange-breasted Falcon high on its watch point (Keith Betton). 

 
We departed Iwokrama at a good hour with our trusty highly experienced driver and headed for Georgetown, 
quite some distance away. Our driver was quite intent on shaving another five seconds from his earlier  
record time covering this journey and so it was that we endured a real white knuckle ride racketing along the 
highway. Incredible as it seems he did not scrape the bottom of the van once and seemed to know every 
bend, pothole and bridge along the entire route. Once in Georgetown he then knew every back road and 
side road necessary to avoid having to stop for even a moment. Phew! We made it for an early lunch. Even 
now I cannot quite believe how quickly we got back to town but it gave us grand opportunity to visit the 
Botanical Gardens in the afternoon. We will not be doing that again! Whether or not there is an after life I 
have no intention of finding out any sooner than necessary.  
 

 
Yellow-billed Tern (Eustace Barnes). 
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The Botanical Gardens are always worth a visit and our visit was to prove to be no exception as the cliché 
has it. We marshalled the taxi drivers and headed off the few blocks to the garden entrance, instructing them 
to wait for us along the main drag. As we wandered around the gardens we quickly picked up the delightful 
perky little Spotted Tody Flycatcher and Ochre-lored Flatbill which has often been misidentified as Boat-
billed Tody Tyrant by local guides for some quite inexplicable reason. I can only suppose that they were told 
they were Boat-billed Tody Tyrants by birders visiting some time ago. Anyway, we were looking for other 
targeted species and in no time were looking at a family party of Blood-coloured Woodpeckers and 
subsequently a pair of White-bellied Piculets. The afternoon skies are always full of parrots and we were 
treated to great views of Red-shouldered Macaws, Brown-breasted Parakeets, extraordinary numbers of 
Orange-winged Amazons  and numerous pairs of the resident Festive Amazons. The latter a now rare and 
somewhat localised species whose presence in these urban ‘gardens’ is open to question. Coming at the 
end of the tour we had seen most of the commoner species but we also found Lineated Woodpecker, 
Donacobius, Mouse-coloured Tyrannulets, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Lesser and Greater Kiskadees, Ashy-
headed Greenlets, White-lined Tanager, Yellow Warblers, Greyish Saltators, Yellow Orioles, our first Carib 
Grackles and several pairs of Violaceous Euphonias. Having found our target species and enjoyed the 
stunning profusion of Psittacids patrolling the park we decided to return to our hotel after a productive stint of 
birding in this popular, if grubby little spot. 
 

 
White-bellied Piculet at the Botanical Gardens (Eustace Barnes). 

  
The following morning we departed from the capital before dawn in time to arrive our first site at first light; the 
Abary Road trail. On arrival an adult Rufous Crab Hawk sat and watched our breakfasting with suspicion. 
After a sandwich or two, some pastries and a little coffee we wandered along the trail to the beach. We again 
found numerous White-bellied Piculets and a pair of Blood-coloured Woodpeckers as well as more Rufous 
crab Hawks. The mangroves held a few Bi-coloured Conebills, several pairs of Ashy-headed Greenlets, 
Pale-tipped Inezia, a few Pied Water tyrants as well as a single American Pygmy Kingfisher. Of some note, 
we found a pair of Bi-coloured Conebills feeding a huge Striped Cuckoo in their diminutive nest. There are 
‘historical’ records of Guianan Gnatcatcher from here, far from any rainforest and I would not be surprised if 
they had in fact been Bi-coloured Conebills as the record refers to twenty Guianan Gnatcatchers passing 
through the canopy of the mangroves! A behaviour so typical of Bicoloured Conebills when not breeding. 
Likewise, oddly regular records of Pearly-breasted Cuckoo from this site surely refer to pale phase Mangrove 
Cuckoos which are resident here, although not common.   
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Rufous Crab Hawk at Abary road (Eustace Barnes). 

 
As the tide was in we headed back towards Georgetown, stopping to explore the rice fields and mangroves 
off the highway. This proved a hit as we found hundreds of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Carib Grackles and 
Red-breasted Blackbirds along with dozens of immature Scarlet Ibises and Limpkins feeding in the fields. 
The Scarlet Ibis is rapidly increasing in number along the coast and can be seen in some numbers where 
only a few years ago one would have been lucky to see three or four. Over the rice fields Ann spotted a 
distant harrier which turned out to be a spectacular male Long-winged Harrier. The bird harried the icterids 
and was mobbed for doing so which caused the exhausted bird to eventually come to rest in a grassy field 
next to our bus giving great views of this most spectacular of all harriers. We also found a large female 
Peregrine, and several more Rufous Crab Hawks, Hudsonian Whimbrel, Yellow-billed and Large-billed 
Terns. It was time to head to Hope beach for some wader bashing.  
 

          
Mud, mud, glorious mud! Scarlet Ibis as well of course (Eustace Barnes). 
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Hope beach, what a great name. The mudflats here are part of a huge mangrove reserve that is being 
extended and well protected. In consequence the mangroves are rapidly recolonising the mudflats affording 
some protection to the coastal settlements from flooding but making it ever more difficult to see the flats from 
the seafront. However, we forged our way through the regenerating forest to view the mud. A great mix of 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons, Tricoloured Herons, dozens of Scarlet Ibises and huge numbers of waders 
greeted us. These included Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Willet, Short-billed Dowitcher, Grey and 
Semipalmated Plovers, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs and Solitary Sandpiper. Out to sea we spotted a few 
Cabot’s and, Royal Terns along with a few Laughing Gulls. Repeating the success of the last tour we also 
found good numbers of Least Terns fishing the slacks along with good numbers of Gull-billed Terns, a few 
Large-billed Terns and several skimming Black Skimmers.  And there is was, the end of the tour! How did 
that happen so quickly? 
 

 
A stunning Long-winged Harrier (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Top Ten species of the tour. 
Capuchinbird 
Orange-breasted Falcon 
Crimson Fruitcrow 
Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock 
Guianan Red Cotinga 
Spotted Antpitta 
Red Siskin 
Blue-backed Tanager 
Grey-winged trumpeter 
Agami Heron  
 
Always a Cotinga dominated list!  
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Hope Beach mudflats and mangroves (Eustace Barnes). 
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Capuchinbird .( Keith Betton) 
 
SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR 
 
The species names and taxonomy used in the report mostly follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). IOC World Bird Names. 
This list is updated several times annually and is available at http://www.worldbirdnames.org. 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (L). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ 
birds for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two Birdquest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its 
range; the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species). 
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Great Tinamou  Tinamus major  (H)  A few heard a Atta lodge.   
Red-legged Tinamou ◊  Crypturellus erythropus (H)  Quite a number heard rather distantly at Karanambu. 
 

 
                                                          White-faced Whistling duck (Eustace Barnes). 
 
White-faced Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna viduata  Not uncommon on the southern savannas.  
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis  Abundant on the coast and in the savannas. 
Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata   A couple seen in the Rupununi savannas and along the Essequibo river. 
Marail Guan ◊  Penelope marail   A couple seen at Atta lodge.  
Spix’s Guan  Penelope jacquacu  Fairly common in the Iwokrama forest reserve. 
Variable  Chachalaca ◊  Ortalis motmot   Several heard and seen from Dadanawa to Karanambu. 
 

 
                                                                           Black Curassow (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Black Curassow ◊  Crax alector   Numerous sightings in the Iwokrama  forest reserve. 
Lesser Razor-billed Curassow  Mitu tomentosum (H)  Heard at Karanambu where uncommon. 
Crested Bobwhite  Colinus cristatus  Common on the southern savannas. 
Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens  A few seen on the coast.  
Neotropic Cormorant (Olivaceous C)  Phalacrocorax brasilianus  A couple seen near Dadanawa. 
Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga  Seen at Karanambu and along the Ireng river. 
Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis  A few seen on the coast. 
Rufescent Tiger-Heron  Tigrisoma lineatum. A few seen at Karanambu where not common. 
Agami Heron  Agami agamia  About nine  found at Karanambu where water levels were very low. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   A couple at Karanambu. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax violacea  A striking number seen at Hope Beach.  
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Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearius  A single bird found at Karanambu. 
Striated Heron  Butorides striatus  Somewhat numerous in the Rupununi savannas. 
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  Small numbers seen in open areas in the south and on the coast. 
Cocoi Heron (White-necked H)  Ardea cocoi  Seen in small numbers throughout. 
 

 
                                                       Great Egret (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Great Egret  Ardea alba  Fairly common on the Rupununi savannas and the coast. 
Capped Heron  Pilherodius pileatus. A couple noted along the Essequibo River. 
Tricolored Heron (Louisiana H)  Egretta tricolor  A good number seen on the coast. 
Snowy Egret  Egretta thula  Small numbers seen on the southern savannas and on the coast. 
Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea  A few  at Karanambu and others on the coast. 
Pinnated Bittern  Botaurus pinnatus  One seen en route to the Dadanawa ranch. 
Least Bittern  Ixobrychus exilis A couple of males seen near Karanambu.   
Buff-necked Ibis  Theristicus caudatus  Good numbers noted on the Rupununi savannas this year.  
Scarlet Ibis ◊  Eudocimus ruber  About 70 seen on the coast. 
Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis  Several seen and heard at Karanambu.  
Maguari Stork  Ciconia maguari   One seen at Karasabai and others near Annai.  
Jabiru  Jabiru jabiru   Small numbers seen on the Rupununi savannas.  
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura   Fairly numerous in the south and on the coastal plain. See note. 
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus  Common on the Rupununi savannas.  
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes melambrotus  A common species at  Atta.  
Black Vulture (American B V)  Coragyps atratus  Common throughout. 
King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa  One immature at  Dadanawa and others in the Iwokrama reserve.   
American Osprey  Pandion carolinensis   A few seen at Karanambu along the Rupununi river. 
Pearl Kite  Gampsonyx swainsonii   Seen at several localities in the south. 
Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis  One seen in the south and others around Georgetown. 
Snail Kite  Rostrhamus sociabilis  Common on the coast and a few in the south. 
Double-toothed Kite  Harpagus bidentatus  One seen in the Iwokrama forest reserve. 
Plumbeous Kite  Ictinia plumbea  One seen along the Essequibo river. 
Long-winged Harrier  Circus buffoni  An adult pale phase male seen near Abary road. 
Common Black-Hawk  Buteogallus anthracinus Seen near Abary road.  
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                                                                                                                                                                             Rufous Crab Hawk (PL) 

 
Rufous Crab Hawk ◊  Buteogallus aequinoctialis  Common on the coast. See note 
Great Black-Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga  A couple noted in the Iwokrama forest reserve. 
Savanna Hawk  Buteogallus meridionalis  Common on the southern savannas. 
Roadside Hawk  Rupornis magnirostris  Small numbers seen throughout the country. 
White-tailed Hawk  Geranoaetus albicaudatus  Not uncommon in the southern savannas.  
White Hawk  Pseudastur albicollis  A couple seen near Atta. 
Black-faced Hawk  Leucopternis melanops  (L) A single bird found on the forest floor at Atta. 
Grey-lined Hawk  Buteo nitidus  Small numbers seen at forested sites.  
Short-tailed Hawk  Buteo brachyurus  (L) One dark phase bird seen at Karasabai. 
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                                                             Zone-tailed Hawk (PL) 
 
Zone-tailed Hawk  Buteo albonotatus One seen  at Karasabai. 
Black Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus tyrannus (H)  One heard along the Ireng river. 
Laughing Falcon (L Hawk)  Herpetotheres cachinnans  Fairly common in gallery woodlands in the south. 
 

 
     Collared Forest Falcon (Keith Betton). 

 
Collared Forest-Falcon  Micrastur semitorquatus  One adult seen en route to Karasabai.   
Red-throated Caracara  Ibycter americanus  Several family parties noted in Iwokrama. 
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                                                                                                                                  Yellow-headed Caracara (Eustace Barnes) 
 
Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima  Common in savanna and open habitats. 
Northern Crested Caracara  Caracara cheriway  Commonly seen throughout.  See note. 
American Kestrel  Falco sparverius  A few seen in open areas throughout. 
Aplomado Falcon  Falco femoralis   A number seen in the southern savannas.  
Orange-breasted Falcon  One superb adult watched at length high above the Essequibo river. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   Seen watching over us in the Botanical gardens and at the Abary road. 
Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis  Few seen in the Iwokrama forest reserve. 
Sungrebe  Heliornis fulica  Quite a number along the rivers at Karanambu. 
Sunbittern  Eurypyga helias  A couple noted at Karanambu. 
Limpkin  Aramus guarauna  Small numbers seen at Karanambu and in Georgetown.  
Grey-winged Trumpeter ◊  Psophia crepitans  Seen at Woowetta and Iwokrama. See note 
Grey-necked Wood Rail  Aramides cajanea  Several noted at Karanambu. 
Uniform Crake  Amaurolimnas unicolor  One very confiding individual seen at Karanambu.   
Purple Gallinule (American P G)  Porphyrio martinicus  Seen en route to Karasabai. 
Azure Gallinule  Porphyrio flavirostris   Several seen on the Rupununi and Karanambu savanna wetlands.  
Double-striped Thick-Knee  Burhinus bistriatus  Fairly common on the southern savannas. 
Pied Lapwing (Pied Plover)  Vanellus cayanus  A few along the Rupununi and Essequibo rivers. 
Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis  Common in open areas. 
Grey Plover (Black-bellied P)  Pluvialis squatarola. A few seen on the coast at Hope Beach. 
American Golden Plover  Pluvialis dominica  A few seen on the coast near Abary road.. 
Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus  Common at Hope Beach.  
South American Snipe  Gallinago paraguaiae  Several seen on the southern savannas. 
Hudsonian Whimbrel   Numenius hudsonicus  Seen near Abary road and at Hope beach. 
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia  Seen at scattered sites throughout. 
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca  A few noted on the coast. 
Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes  A few seen at Hope beach. 
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria  Singles seen throughout. 
Western Willet  Catoptrophorus inornatus  Good to see so many at Hope beach. 
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Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  One seen at hope beach. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper  Calidris pusilla  Common at Hope Beach. 
Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla  Quite uncommon at Hope Beach this year. 
Short-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus griseus  A couple noted at Hope Beach. 
Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana  Common throughout. 
Laughing Gull  Larus atricilla   A few noted at Hope Beach.  
Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus  A pair seen flying over the Botanical gardens. 
Cabot’s Tern  Sterna caboti  A few noted at Hope Beach. 
Yellow-billed Tern  Sterna superciliaris  A numbers of pairs found along the Essequibo river. 
Least Tern  Sterna antillarum  A staggering group of several hundred noted at Hope Beach.  
Large-billed Tern  Phaetusa simplex  Seen both in the interior and along the coast. 
Black Skimmer  Rhynchotus niger  Seen at Karanambu and along the Essequibo river. 
Eared Dove  Zenaida auriculata  Common to abundant in open areas throughout. 
Common Ground-Dove (Scaly G-D)  Columbina passerina  Common on the southern savannas. 
Plain-breasted Ground-Dove  Columbina minuta  Fairly common in the south. 
Ruddy Ground-Dove  Columbina talpacoti  Seen on the coast plain and in the south.   
Blue Ground-Dove  Claravis pretiosa  Seen at Karasabai. 
Rock Pigeon (R Dove, Feral P)  Columba livia  Seen in Georgetown and the bustling horror of Lethem. 
Scaled Pigeon  Patagioenas speciosa  Seen at Karanambu. 
Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis  The common larger pigeon throughout. 
Plumbeous Pigeon  Patagioenas plumbea  Seen in the Iwokrama.  
Ruddy Pigeon  Patagioenas subvinacea  A couple noted in the Iwokrama reserve.. 
White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi  Common in the open and drier woodlands. 
Grey-fronted Dove  Leptotila rufaxilla  A few seen at Iwokrama. 
Blue-and-yellow Macaw  Ara ararauna  A few seen at Iwokrama River lodge.  Not common in Guyana. 
Scarlet Macaw  Ara macao  Commonly seen and heard  
Red-and-green Macaw (Green-winged M)  Ara chloroptera  Fairly common throughout. 
Red-bellied Macaw  Orthopsittaca manilata  A few in the southern savannas. 
Red-shouldered Macaw  Diopsittaca nobilis  A couple in the southern savannas and in Georgetown. 
Sun Parakeet  Aratinga solstitialis  Eight birds seen well near Karasabai. See note. 
Brown-throated Parakeet  Aratinga pertinax  The common parakeet of open country throughout. 
Painted Parakeet ◊  Pyrrhura picta  Several small flocks noted in Iwokrama.  See note. 
Green-rumped Parrotlet  Forpus passerinus  Small numbers along the Ireng river.  
Golden-winged Parakeet  Brotogeris chrysoptera  Several large flocks noted near Atta. 
Lilac-tailed Parrotlet ◊  Touit batavicus  A small flock noted on our first morning at Atta. 
Black-headed Parrot  Pionites melanocephalus   A surprising number noted at Atta.  
Red-fan Parrot (Hawk-headed P)  Deroptyus accipitrinus  Small numbers found near Atta. 
Caica Parrot ◊  Pyrilia caica  Several small flocks noted at rainforest locations.  
Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus  A few noted in the south.   
Dusky Parrot ◊  Pionus fuscus  A small number noted at Atta. 
Blue-cheeked Amazon  amazona dufresniana  (H) Heard only at Atta.  
Festive Parrot  (F Amazon)  Amazona festiva  Seen in the Botanical gardens in Georgetown.  A feral population? 
Yellow-crowned Parrot  (Y-c Amazon)  Amazona ochrocephala  A common amazona in Guyana   
Orange-winged Parrot  (O-w Amazon)  Amazona amazonica  Common to abundant throughout. 
Mealy Parrot (M Amazon)  Amazona farinosa  Found at Atta and Iwokrama river lodge. 
Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana  Numerous throughout. 
Black-bellied Cuckoo  Piaya melanogaster  Several seen and heard at Atta. 
Greater Ani  Crotophaga major  Seen commonly at Karanambu and along the Rupununi river. 
Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani  Common throughout. 
Striped Cuckoo (American S C)  Tapera naevia  A bird being fed in a Bicoloured Conebill nest at Abary! 
Tropical Screech-Owl  Megascops choliba  (H) Heard only at Atta rainforest lodge. 
Northern Tawny-bellied Screech Owl  Megascops watsonii  (H) At Atta while looking for other species.  
Amazonian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium hardyi  (H) Several heard at Iwokrama River lodge. 
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                                                                                                                             Ferruginous Pygmy Owl (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum  Seen at numerous sites in the south. 
Burrowing Owl  Athene cunicularia   A few found in the south. 
Common Potoo (Grey P)  Nyctibius griseus  (H) A couple heard. 
White-winged Potoo  Nyctibius leucopterus  A calling bird watched at length at Atta.  
Least Nighthawk  Chordeiles pusillus  Common at Karanambu and Dadanawa. 
Lesser Nighthawk  Chordeiles acutipennis  Seen throughout the south.  
Band-tailed Nighthawk  Nyctiprogne leucopyga  Common at Karanambu. 
Nacunda Nighthawk  Podager nacunda  A few seen on the runway at Karanambu and Dadanawa. 
Common Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis  Seen at Karanambu and heard elsewhere. 
White-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus cayennensis  Good views of one at Karanambu. 
Blackish Nightjar  Caprimulgus nigrescens  A couple seen at Karanambu.   
Rufous Nightjar Caprimulgus rufus  (H) Heard at Karanambu. 
White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris  A few noted at Kaiteur. 
Band-rumped Swift  Chaetura spinicaudus  Common in rainforests throughout the Iwokrama.  
Grey-rumped Swift  Chaetura cinereiventris  Small numbers throughout. 
Chapman’s Swift  Chaetura chapmani  A couple noted at Atta. 
Short-tailed Swift  Chaetura brachyura  A few seen at widely scattered sites.  
Fork-tailed Palm-Swift (Neotropical P-S)  Tachornis squamata  Seen throughout. 
Crimson Topaz  Topaza paella  A superb male seen at Atta. 
White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora   Several seen during the course of the tour.  
Reddish Hermit  Phaethornis ruber  Seen at Atta rainforest lodge. 
Sooty-capped Hermit  Phaethornis augusti  One seen near Rock view. 
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                                    Long-tailed hermit (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Long-tailed Hermit ◊  (Eastern Long-tailed H)  Phaethornis superciliosus   A large lek seen at Woowetta. 
Black-eared Fairy  Heliothryx auratus  One seen at Atta. 
White-tailed Goldenthroat  Polytmus guainumbi  Not uncommon in damp wetlands in the south. 
Ruby topaz Hummingbird  Chrysolampis mesquitus  Several noted at Karanambu. 
Black-throated Mango  Anthracothorax nigricollis  Small numbers seen near Rock View and Dadanawa ranch. 
Blue-tailed Emerald  Chlorostilbon mellisugus  A few seen near rock view. 
Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcata   A few seen at Woowetta.  
Plain-bellied Emerald  Amazilia leucogaster  (L) One seen in Georgetown .    
White-chested Emerald ◊  Amazilia brevirostris  Somewhat uncommon at numerous sites. 
Glittering-throated Emerald  Amazilia fimbriata  The commonest hummingbird throughout. 
Rufous-throated Sapphire  Hylocharis sapphirina  A pair seen at the Atta walkway guarding their nest. 
Long-billed Starthroat  Heliomaster longirostris  One adult seen along the highway near Karasabai. 
Black-tailed Trogon  Trogon melanurus  (H) Heard only. little trogon vocalization during the tour. 
Green-backed Trogon  (Amazonian White-tailed T)  Trogon viridis  The commonest trogon.   
Guianan (Amazonian Violaceous T) Trogon  Trogon violaceus  Seen at Atta and Iwokrama.  
Black-throated Trogon  Trogon rufus  A pair seen near the Woowetta village. 
Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata  Seen at numerous sites throughout. 
Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona  Common at Karanambu and along the larger rivers. 
Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana  A few seen at sites throughout.  
Green and rufous Kingfisher  Chloroceryle inda  Several seen at Karanambu. 
American Pygmy Kingfisher  Chloroceryle aenea  A couple seen at Rock View, Atta and Mahaca. 
Green-tailed Jacamar ◊  Galbula galbula  Small numbers seen throughout. 
 

 
                    Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda  Several pairs seen along the Ireng river at their only Guyanan site.. 
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Paradise Jacamar  Galbula dea  Several pairs seen in the Iwokrama Rainforests.  
Great Jacamar  Jacamerops aureus  Seen at Iwokrama and Atta.  
 

 
                             Guianan  Puffbird (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Guianan Puffbird ◊  Notharchus macrorhynchos  A pair seen near the Atta lodge. See note. 
Spotted Puffbird  Bucco tamatia  A single bird seen ands other heard at Karanambu. 
Black Nunbird ◊  Monasa atra  Common along the highway in the Iwokrama rainforests. 
Swallow-winged Puffbird (Swallow-wing)  Chelidoptera tenebrosa  Fairly common throughout. 
Black-spotted Barbet ◊  Capito niger  Seen and heard throughout the  rainforests. 
White-throated Toucan  Ramphastos tucanus  Common throughout. 
Channel-billed Toucan   Ramphastos vitellinus  Common throughout. 
Guianan Toucanet ◊  Selenidera culik  Several pairs seen in fruiting trees at Atta. 
Green Aracari  Pteroglossus viridis  Seen at several sites from Karanambu  to Atta. 
Black-necked Aracari  Pteroglossus aracari  A few birds noted at Atta. 
Golden-spangled Piculet  Picumnus exilis  Several heard and seen in the south. 
White-bellied Piculet ◊  Picumnus s. spilogaster  Seen in the Botanical gardens and at Abary road. 
White-bellied Piculet ◊  Picumnus s. orenocensis  Several noted at Karasabai. See note.   
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus A pair seen along the highway near Atta. 
Golden-collared Woodpecker  Veniliornis cassini  (H)  Several seen accompanying mixed flocks. 
Blood-coloured Woodpecker ◊  Veniliornis sanguineus  Seen in the Botanical Gardens and at Abary road. 
Yellow-throated Woodpecker  Piculus flavigula   (H) A few noted at Atta.   
Waved Woodpecker ◊  Celeus undatus  Several seen at Atta from the canopy walkway.   
Chestnut Woodpecker  Celeus elegans  One seen at Turtle Mountain and another at the Mori Scrub.  
Ringed Woodpecker  Celeus torquatus  The loud ringing song was heard at several sites. Seen near Woowetta. 
Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus  Common throughout. 
Red-necked Woodpecker  Campephilus rubricollis  At least two pairs at Atta. 
Crimson-crested Woodpecker  Campephilus melanoleucos  Several pairs seen at widely scattered sites. 
Fasciated Antshrike  Cymbilaimus lineatus Seen and heard throughout the rainforest sites. 
Black-throated Antshrike ◊  Frederickena viridis  A stunning male seen at Atta. 
Great Antshrike  Taraba major  (H) Recorded from near Dadanawa but not seen. 
Black-crested Antshrike  Sakesphorus canadensis  A very common species throughout the open areas. 
Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus  Seen in the south in more open areas. 
Mouse-coloured Antshrike  Thamnophilus murinus  Common in mixed flocks at rainforest sites 
Northern Slaty Antshrike ◊  (Guianan S-A)  Thamnophilus punctatus  Common at many sites. See note.  
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     Lineated Woodpecker (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Amazonian Antshrike ◊  Thamnophilus amazonicus  A pair seen at Iwokrama River lodge. 
Dusky-throated Antshrike  Thamnomanes ardesiacus  A common flock leader.  
Cinereous Antshrike  Thamnomanes caesius Another common flock leader.  
Brown-bellied Antwren ◊  Epinecrophylla gutturalis  Commonly seen in understorey flocks. 
Pygmy Antwren  Myrmotherula brachyura  Seen at Turtle Mountain camp. 
Rufous-bellied Antwren ◊  Myrmotherula guttata A good many pairs noted at Woowetta and Iwokrama. 
White-flanked Antwren  Myrmotherula axillaris  Seen at many sites throughout. 
Long-winged Antwren  Myrmotherula longipennis  Seen in many mixed flocks at all sites. 
Grey Antwren  Myrmotherula menetriesii  Seen at all rainforest sites in mixed flocks. 
Spot-tailed Antwren ◊ Herpsilochmus sticturus  Several pairs seen from the canopy walkway. 
Todd’s Antwren ◊  Herpsilochmus stictocephalus  Commonly heard but only seen from the canopy walkway. 
Southern White-fringed Antwren ◊  Formicivora intermedia  Common to abundant in the south. See note. 
Guianan Warbling Antbird ◊  Hypocnemis cantator  A few pairs noted at rainforest sites. See note 
Grey Antbird  Cercomacra cinerascens  Common at all rainforest sites. 
Dusky Antbird  Cercomacra tyrannina  several pairs noted at rainforest sites throughout. 
Rio Branco Antbird  Cercomacra carbonaria  A superb pair was seen near Manari ranch. 
White-browed Antbird  Myrmoborus leucophrys  (H) A single bird was heard at Atta. . 
Black-chinned Antbird ◊  Hypocnemoides melanopogon  Several pairs were seen at Iwokrama. 
White-bellied Antbird  Myrmeciza longipes  Common in more scrubby and drier woodlands. 
Ferruginous-backed Antbird ◊  Myrmeciza ferruginea  (H) A number of unresponsive birds heard.  
White-plumed Antbird  Pithys albifrons  A single immature bird found at an army ant swarm.  
Rufous-throated Antbird ◊  Gymnopithys rufigula  Great views of several pairs noted at an army ant swarm.  
Scale-backed Antbird  Willisornis poecilinotus  A pair found at Turtle mountain. 
Spotted Antpitta ◊  Hylopezus macularius   A superb calling bird seen at Iwokrama.  
Thrush-like Antpitta  Myrmothera campanisona  (H) Heard at several sites.  A tricky species to see here. 
Pale-legged Hornero  Furnarius leucopus Fairly common along the Ireng river. 
Pale-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis albescens  (H) Very few heard in the south. 
Hoary-throated Spinetail ◊  Synallaxis kollari  Up to six seen very well along the Ireng river. 
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Yellow-throated S)  Certhiaxis cinnamomea  Common to abundant at all wetlands. 
Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner  Automolus infuscatus  (H) A single bird heard at Atta. 
Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus Several pairs found in mixed flocks. 
Plain-brown Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla fuliginosa Seen in one mixed flock. 
White-chinned Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla merula  A single bird seen.    
Long-tailed Woodcreeper  Deconychura longicauda   A pair found in a mixed flock.  
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                                                                                                                                 Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper  Glyphorynchus spirurus  Several birds noted in mixed flocks. 
Strong-billed Woodcreeper  Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus  (H) Several birds heard in Iwokrama. 
Black-banded woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes picumnus  A couple noted at Atta in a mixed flock. 
Straight-billed Woodcreeper   Xiphorhynchus picus   Numerous at Rock view and the Botanical Gardens. 
Striped Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus obsoletus  Several pairs seen at Karanambu. 
Chestnut-rumped Woodcreeper ◊  Xiphorhynchus pardalotus  The common woodcreeper.  
Buff-throated Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus guttatus  Another common woodcreeper. 
Streak-headed Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes souleyetii  seen only along the Ireng river where numerous. 
Lineated Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes albolineatus  A canopy species seen at several sites. 
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet  Tyrannulus elatus  A common species noted throughout the tour. 
Forest Elaenia  Myiopagis gaimardii  Seen at many sites throughout. 
Greenish Elaenia  Myiopagis viridicata  A few noted. 
Yellow-crowned Elaenia  Myiopagis flavivertex  A couple noted along the Ireng river. 
Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster The default Elaenia. 
Lesser Elaenia  Elaenia chiriquensis  a few noted at Rock View. 
Rufous-crowned Elaenia ◊  Elaenia ruficeps  Several pairs noted at the Mori Scrub. 
Northern Scrub Flycatcher  Sublegatus arenarum Uncommon in scrubby woodland in the south. 
White-lored Tyrannulet  Ornithion inerme  Seen at several sites from Karanambu onwards. 
Southern Beardless Tyrannulet  Camptostoma obsoletum  A few noted in Georgetown.   
Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet  Phaeomyias murina  Very common throughout Guyana. 
Guianan Tyrannulet ◊   Zimmerius acer  A pair performed very well at Atta. 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus   A single bird noted. 
Pale-tipped Tyrannulet  Inezia caudata  A common species in more open and scrubby woodlands. 
Bearded Tachuri ◊  Polystictus pectoralis  Several pairs noted at Karanambu on our Tachuri hunt. 
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                                                                                                                    Crested Doradito (Eustace Barnes). 

 
Crested Doradito ◊  Pseudocolopteryx sclateri  At least two seen near Karanambu.  A rarely seen species.  
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant  Myiornis ecaudatus  (H) Heard at Woowetta and Iwokrama. 
Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus galeatus  A common Pygmy tyrant found throughout. 
Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus pilaris  Heard at many localities in the south.  
Slate-headed Tody-Tyrant  Poecilotriccus sylvia  The common Tody-Flycatcher. 
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum maculatum Remarkably common in the Botanical gardens. 
Common Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum cinereum  Small numbers recorded throughout. 
Zimmer’s Flatbill  Tolmomyias assimilis  (H) Commonly heard in mixed flocks.  
Yellow-breasted Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris   Common at the Abary road site. See note. 
White-crested Spadebill  Platyrinchus platyrhynchos  A pair seen at the corkwood trail. 
Vermillion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus  Fairly common throughout the south.  
Pied Water-Tyrant  Fluvicola pica  A few seen around Georgetown.   
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant  Arundinicola leucocephala Seen around a number of wetlands.  
Rusty-margined Flycatcher  Myiozetetes cayanensis  Abundant throughout. 
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus  Common throughout. 
Lesser Kiskadee  Philohydor lictor  Not uncommon at wetland sites. 
Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus   A few pairs seen at Atta. 
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua  Small numbers seen throughout. 
Sulphury Flycatcher  Tyrannopsis sulphurea  (H) A pair heard at Atta. 
Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus  Common to abundant throughout. 
White-throated Kingbird  Tyrannus albogularis  A number of birds seen near Manari. 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savana  Very common on the southern savannas. 
Grey Kingbird  Tyrannus dominicensis  A couple noted at the Ogle airport.   
Greyish Mourner  Rhytipterna simplex  (H) Several birds heard at Atta. 
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox  A few seen a number of sites.  
Brown-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus tyrannus  Several seen at Abary road and elsewhere in the south. 
Swainson’s Flycatcher  Myiarchus swainsonii  a few noted in the south. 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer  A few seen at the Abary road. 
Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus  Seen at the Atta walkway. 
Dusky Purpletuft ◊  Iodopleura fusca  A pair noted at Atta where we had great scope views. 
Guianan Red-Cotinga ◊  Phoenicircus carnifex  Several heard and seen at Woowetta and  Atta. 
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                                                                                                                  Guianan Cock-of-the-rock (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock ◊  Rupicola rupicola  Males seen at a lek with a couple of females elsewhere. 
Crimson Fruitcrow ◊  Haematoderus militaris  A stunning female seen at Atta. 
Purple-throated Fruitcrow  Querula purpurata  Common at all rainforest sites. 
Capuchinbird ◊  Perissocephalus tricolor  Several displaying birds seen at Karanambu and others heard.   
Spangled Cotinga  Cotinga cayana Several fine males seen at Atta and Iwokrama. 
Screaming Piha  Lipaugus vociferans  Common to abundant in rainforests.  
Pompadour Cotinga ◊  Xipholena punicea  Several females at Atta. 
Black Manakin ◊  Xenopipo atronitens  Common at the Mori scrub where we saw both males and females. 
White-crowned Manakin  Dixiphia pipra Very common at all rainforests sites 
Blue-backed Manakin  Chiroxiphia pareola  Several seen at Karanambu. 
Golden-headed Manakin  Pipra erythrocephala  Seen at a number of leks. 
Black-crowned Tityra  Tityra inquisitor  Seen at Atta. 
Black-tailed Tityra  Tityra cayana  Fairly common at numerous sites. 
White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus  (H) Several heard. 
White-naped Xenopsaris ◊  Xenopsaris albinucha  A single bird seen near Rock View lodge. 
Olivaceous Schiffornis  Schiffornis olivaceus  Heard at the Mori Scrub 
Rufous-browed Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis  A few in the south. 
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus  Common throughout. 
Lemon-chested Greenlet  Hylophilus thoracicus  Several pairs recorded at Atta. 
Ashy-headed Greenlet ◊  Hylophilus pectoralis  Common in gallery forest in the south and on the coast. 
Buff-cheeked Greenlet ◊  Hylophilus muscicapinus  Several seen and many heard at Atta. 
Cayenne Jay ◊  Cyanocorax cayanus  Seen at Woowetta and Atta. 
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                                                                    Black-collared Swallow (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Black-collared Swallow  Pygochelidon melanoleuca  A few seen along the Essequibo river. 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis  Seen at many sites throughout. 
Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera  Common in the south. 
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea  Common in the north. 
White-winged Swallow  Tachycineta albiventer  A few seen along larger rivers throughout. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   A common migrant.  
House Wren  Troglodytes aedon  Seen in small numbers throughout. 
Coraya Wren  Thryothorus coraya (H) Several pairs found at Atta. 
Buff-breasted Wren  Thryothorus leucotis Several pairs seen at widely scattered sites. The common Wren. 
Bicoloured Wren  Campylorhynchus griseus  Common in the south. 
Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus  Several seen in mixed flocks at Iwokrama and Atta. 
Tropical Gnatcatcher  Polioptila plumbea  Seen at sites throughout the south.  
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapillus  Seen in the Botanical Gardens where watched displaying. 
Pale-breasted Thrush  Turdus leucomelas  The common thrush seen in all open and urban areas.  
Spectacled Thrush (Bare-eyed T)  Turdus nudigenis  (H) Heard in the south.   
White-necked Thrush  Turdus albicollis  Several seen at Atta. 
Tropical Mockingbird  Mimus gilvus  Common to abundant in all open areas. 
Yellowish Pipit  Anthus lutescens  Fairly common throughout the savannas of the south. 
Hooded Tanager  Nemosia pileata  Found in mixed in the south. 
Flame-crested Tanager  Tachyphonus cristatus  A few females noted in mixed flocks at Atta. 
Fulvous-crested Tanager  Tachyphonus surinamus A couple noted at Iwokrama river lodge.   
White-lined Tanager  Tachyphonus rufus  A few seen on the coast. 
White-shouldered tanager  Tachyphonus luctuosus  A pair at Iwokrrama river lodge. 
Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo  Small numbers noted throughout. 
Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus  Common to abundant throughout. 
Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum  Common to abundant throughout. 
Blue-backed Tanager ◊  Cyanicterus cyanicterus  Prolonged superb views of three near Woowetta. 
Burnished-buff Tanager  Tangara cayana  Common in the south. 
Spotted Tanager  Tangara punctata  Several seen at Atta. 
Turquoise Tanager  Tangara mexicana  Common in the Botanical Gardens in Georgetown. 
Bay-headed Tanager  Tangara gyrola  A few at Atta. 
Black-faced Dacnis  Dacnis lineata  Common at Atta and Iwokrama. 
Blue Dacnis  Dacnis cayana  Small numbers seen in many flocks. 
Purple Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes caeruleus  Small numbers in mixed flocks throughout. 
Red-legged Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes cyaneus  Uncommon in mixed flocks. 
Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza  a few noted throughout in mixed flocks. 
Yellow-backed Tanager  Hemithraupis flavicollis  A pair found in a mixed flock at Atta. 
Chestnut-vented Conebill  Conirostrum speciosum seen along the Ireng river. 
Bi-coloured Conebill  Conirostrum bicolor  Several pairs at Abary road. 
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Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola  Common in the south. 
Red and Black Grosbeak ◊  Periporphyrus erythromelas   We found a superb pair at Turtle mountain.  
Yellow-green Grosbeak  Caryothraustes canadensis   Several pairs at Atta in a huge mixed flock.  
Greyish Saltator   Saltator coerulescens  A number seen in the Botanical gardens. 
Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina  Seen in the Botanical Gardens and at Karasabai.  
Plumbeous Seedeater  Sporophila plumbea   Not uncommon in the south. 
Grey Seedeater  Sporophila intermedia  A few at the Dadanawa ranch. 
Lined Seedeater  Sporophila lineola  Seen at several sites.  
Ruddy-breasted Seedeater  Sporophila minuta  not uncommon in the southern savannas. 
Yellow-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila nigricollis  A few noted near Karasabsai. 
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila castaneiventris  Seen at the Iwokrama River lodge. 
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch  Oryzoborus angolensis  Not uncommon at Atta. 
Grassland Sparrow  Ammodramus humeralis  Common on the southern savannas. 
 

 
                                                                                          Wedge-tailed Grassfinch (Eustace Barnes). 
 
Wedge-tailed Grass-finch  Emberizoides herbicola  A few seen at Karanambu.  
Lowland Hepatic Tanager   Piranga flava  A few seen in  the south. 
Rose-breasted Chat ◊  Granatellus pelzelni  Several pairs seen near Atta. A superb species. 
Red-capped Cardinal  Paroaria gularis  common at Karanambu. 
Yellow Warbler  Dendroica aestiva  A common migrant on the coast. 
Flavescent Warbler  Basileuterus flaveolus  a pair seen along the Ireng river. 
Green Oropendola  Psarocolius viridis  A few in the Iwokrama. 
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus  A few seen at rainforest sites.  
Yellow-rumped Cacique  Cacicus cela  A few seen at Surama. 
Red-rumped Cacique  Cacicus haemorrhous  A couple of birds seen at Atta. 
Moriche Oriole  Icterus chrysocephalus  Not uncommon at Iwokrama. 
Orange-backed Troupial  Icterus croconotus  Several pairs seen in the south. See note. 
Yellow Oriole  Icterus nigrogularis  Common in the south and along the coastal strip. 
Giant Cowbird  Molothrus oryzivora  A few seen at widely scattered sites. 
Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis  Not uncommon on the coast and in Georgetown. 
Carib Grackle  Quiscalus lugubris  Common on the coast. 
Red-breasted Blackbird  Sturnella militaris  A numerous species in open and savanna habitats throughout. 
Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna  Common in the southern savannas. 
Finsch’s Euphonia ◊  Euphonia finschii  Not uncommon in open and dry habitats in the south. 
Violaceous Euphonia  Euphonia violacea  Several pairs seen in the Botanical gardens.  
Golden-sided Euphonia ◊  Euphonia cayennensis  Several birds seen at Atta. 
Hooded Siskin  Carduelis magellanicus  Large numbers noted near Karasabai. 
Red Siskin ◊  Carduelis cucullata  A number of pairs noted at our site near Lethem. 
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MAMMALS  
 

 
                                                  Giant Anteater (Eustace Barnes) 

 
Giant Anteater  Myrmecophaga tridactyla  One large animal seen near Manari Ranch. 
Red-rumped Agouti  Dasyprocta agouti  A few seen at Karasabai and elsewhere. 
Giant River Otter  Pteronura brasiliensis  One seen at Karanambu was a surprise for all. 
Proboscis Bat  (Long-nosed Bat)  Rynchonycteros naso  Common on all bodies of water. 
Lesser Bulldog Bat  Noctilio albiventris  Several noted in the interior. 
Large fruit-eating Bat  Arctibeus jamaicensis  A couple seen at the Iwokrama River lodge.   
Big brown Bat  Eptesicus spp  Seen at Iwokrama river Lodge. 
Brasilian Free-tailed Bat  Tadarida brasiliensis  One at Dadanawa Ranch. 
Funnel-eared Bat  Natalus stramineus  Several at the Woowetta rocky caves.    
Hairy-tailed Bat  Lasiurus spp  Several bats seen at Surama referable to this genus. 
Brown Capuchin  Cebus apella  Several small group noted at Atta. 
Black Spider Monkey  Ateles paniscus  Surprisingly common at many sites. 
Venezuelan Red Howler Monkey  Alouatta senic  Heard and seen at numerous sites. 
 
REPTILES                                                                                                                                                                                                
White Caiman Caiman crocodilus  A large number seen at Karanambu.  
Black Caiman  Caiman niger  A few at Karanambu.  
Cuvier’s Dawrf Caiman  Paleosuchus palpebrosus    One individual seen along the entrance road at Iwokrama. 
Golden Tegu  Tupinambis teguixin  A few seen in the Iwokrama. 
Black-spotted skink  Mabuya nigropunctata  Not uncommon on the forest floor at Atta. 
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NOTES TO THE SYSTEMATIC LIST  
 
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura.                                                                                                                                    
Resident race ruficollis which shows a distinctive white collar may be a different species from North American birds. 
 
Rufous Crab-Hawk  Buteogallus aequinoctialis.                                                                                                  
One of Guyana’s special birds inhabiting mangroves along the coast. It has a restricted range and is increasingly 
affected by habitat degradation.  
 
Northern Crested Caracara  Caracara cheriway.                                                                                                
As there are no true Crows in South America, Caracaras occupy that niche as omnivorous scavengers. Formerly placed 
in the genus Polyborus but, this species has been switched to the genus Caracara. Note also that the former species 
known as Crested Caracara, has been split into three species with those ranging north of north-west Peru and the 
Amazon River are referable to Northern Crested-Caracara C. cheriway while another form, the extinct Guadalupe 
Caracara C. lutosus, of Guadalupe Island, Mexico, has also been given its untimely species status. The SACC says 
“Caracara cheriway and C. plancus were formerly considered conspecific sometimes also including C. lutosus of 
Guadalupe Island (e.g., Meyer de Schauensee 1970, Stresemann and Amadon 1979), but the ranges of cheriway and 
plancus are nearly parapatric with no sign of intergradation, contrary to earlier interpretations; they constitute a 
superspecies.  
 
Grey-winged Trumpeter  Psophia crepitans  
Trumpeters are shy and one of the first birds to disappear if there is too much human impact. They are related to Cranes 
and Rails and have a well developed social behaviour, patrolling their territory in family groups, keeping in contact with 
low purring and whooping calls which escalate into the full song of guttural humming notes if they sense danger. They 
sing at full moon also, and eat insects, fallen fruits, lizards and snakes. Many Amerindian groups keep Trumpeters as 
pets in their villages as they are good watchdogs, raising the alarm if an intruder or snake is in the vicinity. 
 
Sun Parakeet  Aratinga solstitialis 
The Sun Parakeet Aratinga solstitiali is restricted to central Guyana and Roraima state, Brazil, and may previously have 
occurred in Surinam. Though it was fairly common until the 1970s in the Rupununi-Roraima savannas of western 
Guyana and adjacent Brazil, it has since been extirpated there, presumably by trappers, and it is now very scarce or 
absent across its former range. In Guyana evidence of nesting has been found in the Karasabai area where 50-80 
individuals were seen in 2003, and c.25 km from this site there are recent records from Karanambo (c. 30 km from the 
Brazilian border at Bonfim), and on the West Bank of Demerara in 2006. Its population probably now numbers no more 
than fifteen hundred individuals. Due to high demand in the pet trade this once common species has declined 
dramatically during the last twenty years. It has been heavily exported from Guyana during this time, leading its virtual 
extirpation from that country. Trappers from Guyana and French Guiana have since travelled over the border to Brazil to 
buy birds for export. An annual export quota of 600 birds was set by Guyana in the 1980s and it is thought that more 
than 2,200 were imported into the United States between 1981 and 19856. Trade is ongoing, and due to the ease with 
which birds can be attracted to bait (e.g. corn) and the large distances they will travel it is easy to trap all the individuals 
in an area. 
 
Painted Parakeet  Pyrrhura picta picta 
A recent paper by Leo Josephs has split the Painted Parakeet complex into many spcies and Restall 2006 notes the bird 
we saw in Guyana as range restricted spcies. The SACC says: The Colombian subspecies subandina was formerly 
(e.g., Cory 1918) considered a separate species from Pyrrhura picta, but Peters (1937) considered them conspecific. 
Arndt (2008) treated the forms subandina, eisenmanni, caeruleiceps, and peruviana as a species, and described a new 
species, Pyrrhura parvifrons, from eastern Peru.  SACC proposal passed to separate amazonum (with snethlageae as a 
subspecies of amazonum) from picta. SACC proposal passed to separate roseifrons (including peruviana as a 
subspecies of roseifrons) from picta. SACC proposal passed to separate lucianii (including peruviana as a subspecies of 
roseifrons) from picta. SACC proposals to rank the subspecies eisenmanni, caeruleiceps, and subandina as separate 
species did not pass 
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Green-backed Trogon  Trogon viridis  
Trogon chinourus (Western White-tailed Trogon) is a proposed split from T.viridis Ridgely & Greenfield (2001) 
considered the subspecies chionurus of the Chocó region to be a separate species from Trogon viridis; followed by Hilty 
(2003).  
 
Guianan Puffbird  Notharchus macrorhynchos  
The taxon swainsoni of the Atlantic forest region was formerly (e.g., Cory 1919, Pinto 1937) considered a separate 
species from Notharchus macrorhynchos, but Peters (1948) treated them as conspecific; this was followed by most 
subsequent classifications. Rasmussen & Collar (2002) elevated swainsoni to species rank (Bar-bellied Puffbird), and 
Alvarenga et al. (2002) provided rationale in support of that treatment. SACC proposal passed to elevate swainsoni to 
species rank. The  hyperrhynchus subspecies group was also formerly (e.g., Ridgway 1914, Cory 1919, Pinto 1937) 
considered a separate species, but it was also treated as conspecific with N. macrorhynchos by Peters (1948). SACC 
proposal passed to elevate hyperrhynchus to species rank; SACC proposals passed to apply English name "Guianan 
Puffbird" to narrowly distributed macrorhynchos and to retain "White-necked" for widely distributed hyperrhynchus. 
Found in the Guianas and Brazil north of the Amazon. 
 
Northern Slaty Antshrike  Thamnophilus punctatus punctatus  
Called "Guianan Slaty-Antshrike" in Isler et al. (1997), but see Isler et al. (2001). Thamnophilusatrinucha, T. 
stictocephalus, T. sticturus, T. pelzelni, and T. ambiguus were formerly (e.g., Cory & Hellmayr 1924, Pinto 1937, Peters 
1951, Meyer de Schauensee 1970) considered conspecific with T. punctatus, with the broad species known as "Slaty 
Antshrike," but seeWillis (1982) and Isler et al. (1997) for recognition as species, based mainly on vocal differences. 
Genetic data (Brumfield & Edwards 2007) indicate that atrinucha and punctatus belong to separate groups within 
Thamnophilus. Ridgely & Greenfield further recognized leucogaster of the Marañon Valley as a separate species; this 
taxon was tentatively retained as a subspecies of T. punctatus by Isler et al. (1997), with further evidence confirming 
subspecies status presented by Isler et al. (2001). Genetic data (Lacerda et al. 2007) indicate that ranking pelzelni and 
ambiguus as species is consistent with levels of divergence within this group. 
 
Southern White-fringed Antwren  Formicivora grisea  
Formicivora intermedia (Northern White-fringed Antwren) is a proposed split from F. grisea (Hilty 2003); SACC needs 
proposal. Ridgely & Tudor (1994) and Zimmer & Isler (2003) suggested that Formicivora grisea may consist of more than 
one species. Hilty (2003) described major vocal differences between intermedia and grisea in Venezuela and treated 
them as separate species 
 
Guianan Warbling Antbird  Hypocnemis cantator  
Formerly part of the warbling Anybird species Ridgely & Tudor (1994) and Zimmer & Isler (2003) noted that the yellow-
bellied (flavescens) subspecies group is almost certainly a separate species from Hypocnemis cantator (as treated by 
Cory & Hellmayr [1924] and Pinto [1937]). Following Zimmer (1932a), they have been treated as conspecific. Vocal 
differences and documentation of syntopy and parapatry among taxa formerly ranked as subspecies (Isler et al. 2007) 
indicate that H. cantator actually consists of at least six species, including H. cantator.  
 
Ochre-lored Flatbill  Tolmomyias virdiceps 
 The SACC says “Tolmomyias flaviventris almost certainly involves more than one species; see Bates et al. (1992) and 
Ridgely & Tudor (1994). The subspecies viridiceps is almost certainly a distinct species, and was so considered by 
Ridgely et al. (2001) and Hilty (2003). However, Zimmer (1939a) considered them conspecific because the subspecies 
he considered the subspecies subsimilis and dissors to represent taxa that were intermediate between the two, and this 
treatment was followed by Fitzpatrick (2004) in the absence of published data supporting a split.” We saw the 
collingswoodi subspecies. 
 
Orange-backed Troupial  Icterus croconotus 
The SACC says Icterus icterus, I. jamacaii, and I. croconotus were formerly treated as a single species by many authors 
(e.g., Hellmayr 1937, Blake 1968, Meyer de Schauensee 1970, Ridgely & Tudor 1989, Dickinson 2003), although others 
have treated them as three species (Hilty 2003, Ridgely & Greenfield 2001) or as two species (croconotus as a 
subspecies of I. jamacaii; e.g., Hilty & Brown 1986, Sibley & Monroe 1990, Omland et al. 1999). See Ridgely & Tudor 
(1989) and Jaramillo & Burke (1999) for details 


