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AMAZONIAN PERU: IQUITOS
28 OCTOBER – 10 NOVEMBER 2018

LEADER: PETE MORRIS

 

 The Amazon Basin is just about the most ecologically diverse region of our planet and as such, any visit to 
the region does little more than scratch the surface! It takes repeated visits to the region to build up a good 
personal selection of (bird) species. But in addition, each trip has a little selection of species that are easier to 
find there than elsewhere, and it was of course these that we focused on. Nocturnal and Wattled Curassows 
both showed superbly well and were two of the highlights. A suite of river island specialities all performed 
well, white sand specialities such as Brown-banded Puffbird and Cinnamon Neopipo gave great views and 
more widespread goodies included such delights as Zigzag Heron, Ornate Hawk Eagle at the nest, a tree 
full of entertaining Sand-coloured Nighthawks, rarely seen Rufous-capped and Brown Nunlets, the delight-

This fantastic Zigzag Heron was a narrow runner-up in our bird-of-the-trip contest (Pete Morris)
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ful Collared and Spotted Puffbirds, an amazing selection of eight species of colourful jacamars, a fantas-
tic selection of antbirds (including the gorgeous White-plumed Antbird), the strange Rusty-belted Tapaculo, 
several stunning cotingas (including Black-necked Red Cotinga, Amazonian Umbrellabird and Plum-throat-
ed and Purple-throated Cotingas) and even the rare White-bellied Dacnis. And that is just a tiny selection 
of the 420+ species recorded! As well as the great birds, just experiencing the river trips on the Amazon 
and Napo and their tributaries, and the incredible canopy walkway at ACTS with the fantastic views of birds 
which are normally just dots in the canopy, all adds up to make for a great, if somewhat sweaty experience! 
 
We began the tour with an early arrival in Iquitos, where we were met by our efficient and helpful local 
guides. From the airport we made our way straight down to the dock ready for our transfer to Explorama 
Lodge, our first stop on our Amazon adventure. It has to be said that we were all bleary-eyed and as we 
sped along the river at high pace it was just a case of watching a few common waterbirds flash by, and 
it wasn’t too long before we arrived at the dock. The plan was to walk up to the lodge, check-in and then 
a bit of light-birding before lunch! However, almost as soon as we stepped off the boat, we were encoun-
tering bird after bird. Hundreds of parakeets screeched all around us in mixed groups, Long-billed and 
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreepers and Chestnut Woodpeckers appeared in quick succession, a smart 
White-chinned Jacamar chased insects, colourful Scarlet-crowned Barbets appeared, and the rare Or-
ange-eyed Flatbill, one of the localized specialities, showed well. It was like walking into a whirlwind! 
 
Having checked in, we wondered around the trails a bit, enjoying encounters with Plumbeous Antbird and 
skittish Black-spotted Bare-eyes and a few other common species. Sulphury Flycatcher was present around 
the accommodation, and after lunch, we popped over to the adjacent Yanamono Island. On the way to 
the boat, we encountered a busy canopy flock, highlight amongst which were a few smart Orange-fronted 
Plushcrowns as well as Hooded Tanagers and a variety of other common species. Across on the island, we 

Nocturnal Curassow - our bird-of-the-trip, more for what seeing it entailed  than its looks! (Pete Morris)
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found a pair of Zimmer’s Woodcreeper, another speciality, and tracked down the smart Festive Amazon, as 
well as literally thousands of screeching White-winged Parakeets. That evening, our attempts to find owls 
in the woods were to no avail, but we did find a Tropical Screech Owl sitting under one of the buildings!! 

 
The following day we headed back to Yanamono Island, but stopped on the way to admire a displaying Ama-
zonian Umbrellabird giving its deep boom! Over on the island it was manically busy with parrots. Thousands of 
White-winged Parakeets were joined by a few Tui Parakeets and a few Festive Amazons again showed well. 
Plum-throated Cotingas were much appreciated and we got great comparative looks at both Zimmer’s Wood-

(Southern) Festive Amazon, hordes of White-winged Parakeets 
and this Tropical Screech Owl were all found in the vicinity of 

Explorama Lodge (Pete Morris)
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creeper and the similar Straight-billed Woodcreeper. We also tracked down the island specialist Leaden Antwren 
for great views, enjoyed Cream-coloured Woodpeckers, saw several Spotted Tody-Flycatchers, teased out sub-
tle Plain-crowned Spinetails and Yellow-crowned Elaenia, and found more mixed flocks with more plushcrowns! 

Straight-billed (left) and Zimmer’s Woodcreepers offered nice comparisons. Plum-throated Cotinga delighted us (Pete Morris)
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After a hearty breakfast, we again returned to the dock, boarded our boat and continued along the Amazon be-
fore taking a left turn into the Napo River. From here we made a stop on an island where we found our first smart 
Red-and-white Spinetail and the local form of Lesser Wagtail Tyrant, whilst Large-billed Terns passed noisily by! 
 
Once at ExplorNapo, we again enjoyed a hearty lunch, before making the easy walk to ACTS, further in 
to the terra firme forest. It was an easy walk, though with cloud overhead, the forest was quite dark, and 
in such a diverse place, it can sometimes seem strange that finding birds can be so difficult! As usual 
though, with a bit of application we managed to find some good birds during this walk, and these includ-
ed Double-toothed Kite,  the superb Collared Puffbird, a tuneful Lawrence’s Thrush which we tracked down 
in the canopy, a showy male Black Bushbird, our first Wire-tailed Manakin and a sneaky Brownish Twist-
wing amongst others. We got to ACTS lodge, settled in and chilled, ready for a busy evening ahead… 

A couple from Yanomono Island: Yellow-crowned Elaenia and the smart Cream-coloured Woodpecker (Pete Morris)

This stunning Wire-tailed Manakin (Pete Morris)
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By seven we were back out, and not too long later we heard Crested Owls croaking from the canopy and then 
the distant eerie hooting song of a Nocturnal Curassow, our quarry for the night. A long game of pursuit then 
began. The curassows would call for a few minutes and we’d make our way towards them, getting closer to 
where we thought the sound had come from, and then wait. An hour or so later, the process would repeat, but 
we were struggling to get close and the calls were infrequent. Add to that, the waiting around was not overly 
pleasant in a wet and mosquito-infested forest! By around eleven, we were still not that close, and the local 
guides were ready to throw the towel in! I had other ideas however, after all, I obviously did not want to repeat 
the exercise, and who knows, the next nights might be washed out. So, we changed technique a little, and, not 
long later had the mythical beast fixed in the spotlight. Nocturnal Curassow is one of those species that is often 
heard but seldom seen, so as we feasted on it through the scope we could count ourselves pretty lucky – the 
inevitable bird of the trip was in the bag! We arrived back at the lodge at around midnight, tired but smiling!

The views from the top of the canopy walkway are almost as impressive as the birds! (Pete Morris)
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Not for the faint-hearted, but worth it once you’re up! (Pete Morris)
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One of the main reasons for visiting ACTS is to spend some time on the superb canopy walkway. Not for the 
faint-hearted, this amazing construction gets one right up into the canopy, and at the highest point, where 
you are literally up with the birds, there is a double platform where the whole group can scan and enjoy the 
birds. We spent two long sessions here, a morning and an afternoon, enjoying the canopy birds and vis-
tas and being surprised by the diversity of annoying insects even right up there! Some of the trees around 
the canopy were fruiting and these attracted an excellent diversity of tanagers and honeycreepers including 
Flame-crested, Turquoise, Paradise, Green-and-gold, Yellow-backed, Opal-crowned and Opal-rumped Tana-
gers, Short-billed Honeycreeper, Scarlet and Summer Tanagers, Black-faced Dacnis and many more. Smart 
White-browed Purpletufts and Lemon-throated and Gilded Barbets were attracted to the same fruit as were 
Golden-headed and Blue-crowned Manakins, White-throated Toucans and Ivory-billed, Chestnut-eared and 
Many-banded Aracaris. Scanning further afield, we found such colourful goodies as Black-bellied Cuckoo, 
Black-headed Parrots, Spangled Cotinga and Paradise Jacamar as well as White-necked Puffbird and even 
some Spix’s Guans. Noisy Red-throated Caracaras put in a brilliant performance too. It was also amazing 
to be literally right next to canopy flocks containing the difficult Dugand’s Antwren, Dusky-capped Green-
let and Duida Woodcreeper and to see species such as Grey and Forest Elaenias, Slender-footed Tyran-
nulet and Dusky-chested Flycatchers close up, species one usually has to get neck ache just to glimpse! 

Canopy dwellers you’d never usually see so close (clockwise from top left): Slender-footed Tyrannulet, Dugand’s Antwren, Duida Wood-
creeper and Dusky-capped Greenlet (Pete Morris)
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We also spent some time on the trails around ACTS. Here a whole new suite of birds came into action. As the 
constant sounds of Screaming Pihas rang out, one of the more important and desired birds was the stunning 
Black-necked Red Cotinga, and although most of us saw this bird well, you had to be quick, as they were 
without doubt, very shy! Cracking Yellow-billed Jacamars were much appreciated, Red-necked Woodpeckers 
showed well, and Collared Gnatwrens and Musician Wrens obliged in the undergrowth. A great variety of 
antbirds included the localized Slate-coloured Antbird, as well as such attractive and varied species as Yel-
low-browed, Peruvian Warbling, Common Scale-backed, Black-faced and Black Antbirds. Mixed flocks held 
Cinereous and Dusky-throated Antshrikes and White-flanked and Grey Antwrens, Plain-winged and Fasciated 
Antshrikes showed well, a Plain-throated Antwren sang in the undergrowth, and we all enjoyed fine views of 
the splendid Rufous-capped Antthrush, though sadly the rare Reddish-winged Bare-eye and smart Banded 
Antbird teased us but eluded most of the group. Closer to the lodge, the Buff-rumped Warblers even frequent-
ed the toilets, and in a wet moment, Moustached Antwrens showed from the veranda!

We had a rare opportunity to study a Lemon-throated Barbet at close range (Pete Morris)

Two denizens of the understorey: Common Scale-backed Antbird and Plain-throated Antwren (Pete Morris)
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It had been a productive stay, and on a rather wet and gloomy morning, we upped sticks and made our way 
back to ExplorNapo. Once the rain had abated, we took off, and remarkably (ants don’t usually like the rain!) 
bumped into a couple of antswarms which held both White-cheeked and the stunning White-plumed Antbird, 
as well as the often elusive White-chinned Woodcreeper. We took a slightly longer walk back, and this paid off 
as we found our hoped for Black-headed Antbird (the form here may be split off as Amazonas Antbird) as well 
as Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant (a write-in for this tour), some gorgeous Striolated (or Western Striped) Manakins 
and a couple of Brown-winged Schiffornises which came by so close they nearly hit us! It had been a produc-
tive, if slightly long walk.

After a relatively arduous morning we took it easy in the afternoon, as we once again boarded a boat. We 
stopped first close to the lodge where we caught up with a smart Black-chinned Antbird and a smarter Spotted 
Puffbird as well as White-winged and White-banded Swallows. We then spent the late afternoon exploring a 
blackwater channel where we failed to find the hoped for Zigzag Heron! We did add several new species whilst 
looking though. Yellow-billed Terns, Black Skimmers and Pied Plovers were seen along the river, whilst the 
channel held a canopy Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Striped Woodcreepers, Pauraque, and our first Boat-billed Heron 
which was spied on the way back.

White-cheeked and White-plumed Antbirds were found at antswarms; Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant and Black-headed (Amazonas) Antbird 
were bonuses on our walk back to ExplorNapo Lodge (Pete Morris)



11  BirdQuest Tour Report: Amazonian Peru 2018  www.birdquest-tours.com

The following morning was island day as we successfully explored a series of islands in the Napo near to the 
Sucasari river mouth finding a good number of river island specialities. We began on a soggy youngish island 
where we were greeted by Olive-spotted Hummingbirds, perky Black-and-white Antbirds and chortling spine-
tails. We soon teased out Dark-breasted and Parker’s Spinetails, and a rhythmical song soon lead us to a pair 
of chunky Castelnau’s Antshrikes, whilst in the canopy we found the rare Pearly-breasted Conebill and Caque-

Spotted Puffbird was seen well, whilst we enjoyed many fantastic vistas on the Napo and Amazon (Pete Morris)
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ta Seedeater. The adjacent island yielded White-bellied Spinetails which eventually hopped up, as well as a bo-
nus group of Lined Seedeaters, which included a smart male, and we also found a female Ladder-tailed Nightjar 
on a nest. Another island nearby yielded our first Lesser Hornero, more Ladder-tailed Nightjars (the male lacking 
a ladder!!) and some smart Collared Plovers and Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures. We finished the morning on 
a more mature island where our main quarry was the tricky Bay (or Pale-billed) Hornero. After a while we made 
contact, but the birds were not for giving us an easy time, and it was a good hour later before we’d all seen this 
rarity, but at least when it did show, it gave great views to everyone. With some smart Ash-breasted Antbirds on 
the way back to the boat, our list of island specialities was heading nearer to completion.

Ladder-tailed Nightjar (with just a spike for a ladder!), Lesser Hornero and Collared and Pied Plovers on the islands (Pete Morris)
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After lunch and a bit of a siesta, we headed back on to the Napo, this time to head for a different blackwater 
channel. Here we fairly soon found our quarry, the scarce and localized Band-tailed Oropendola. They showed 
well once, and then that was it, though whilst searching we were entertained by numerous Bare-necked Fruit-
crows and noisy Slate-coloured Hawks. On the way back, we paused in yesterday’s blackwater, and this time 
as soon as the engine was cut, we could hear a distinctive barking call. Excitement rose, and before long we 
were enjoying fantastic views of a tiny Zigzag Heron, which continued to entertain us for a good fifteen min-
utes! A Short-tailed Nighthawk flew over a couple of times before we cranked up the engine and headed back 
for a cold beer celebration!

Bay (or Pale-billed) Hornero was a challenge; Common Squirrel Monkeys frequented the lodge for handouts (Pete Morris)
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The following morning we were back on the Napo once more, this time specifically looking for Brown Elaenia. 
We drew a blank, and although we saw many of the same species, we found little new, and headed back to the 
lodge to explore some of the terra firme forest instead. This too was fairly hard work, but gradually we began 
to find a few goodies. These included Purplish Jacamar, our first smart Purple-throated Cotinga, an elusive 
Blue-backed Manakin and, to round the morning off, we got some fantastic views of a most unusual-looking 
and obliging Rusty-belted Tapaculo.

Rusty-belted Tapaculo - a strange-looking forest-floor skulker (Pete Morris)

Owl butterflies always mesmorize me... the detail is just incredible! (Pete Morris)
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That afternoon, we were again back in a boat, this time exploring another channel which proved to be fairly 
unproductive. Back out on the islands, we again failed to locate the elusive Brownish Elaenia, though we did 
come across an unexpected Southern Crested Caracara, our only Bicoloured Conebill of the trip, numerous 
noisy icterids and more of the by now familiar island birds. We also came close to some seemingly invisible 
Grey-breasted Crakes and saw our first Sand-coloured Nighthawks, albeit somewhat distantly.

Our time at the lodges had drawn to a conclusion, and early the following morning we boarded our boat to head 
back along the Napo. Before we got to the confluence with the Amazon, we did make another stop or two, and 
finally found the (until-then) elusive Brownish Elaenia. A lot of effort for a brown flycatcher! We headed back 
into Iquitos where we reorganized for an hour and watched Short-crested Flycatchers before boarding our next 
vessel. This time we were heading further along the Amazon to Muyuna Lodge. We stopped along the way to 
admire both Tucuxi and Boto (Grey Dolphin and Pink River Dolphin), and nearer to the lodge, our first Horned 
Screamers showed well… remarkable birds!

Brownish Elaenia may have been tough to find, but our efforts paid off!! (Pete Morris)

Horned Screamers were surprisingly common around Muyuna Lodge (Pete Morris)
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We had the best part of three days to explore the Muyuna area. On our first afternoon we explored the forest 
behind the lodge where we immediately bumped into a mixed flock holding Saturnine and Bluish Slate Ant-
shrikes and Elegant Woodcreepers. This area we explored a few times over the next few days, finding many 
good birds including a fine adult Ornate Hawk Eagle at the nest with a youngster, gorgeous Blue-necked 
Jacamars, more Collared Puffbirds, singing Spot-winged Antbirds, a fine Point-tailed Palmcreeper, the smart 
Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaner, Euler’s Flycatcher, the much-wanted Amazonian Royal Flycatcher, Pur-
ple-throated Fruitcrows, several stunning Wire-tailed Manakins, smart White-bearded Manakins and a Dwarf 
Tyrant-Manakin, whilst flocks held goodies such as Bar-breasted Piculet, Pygmy Antwren, Spot-winged Ant-
shrikes, Pink-throated Becard and more stunning Purple-throated Cotingas. We also admired the tiny and 
endearing Pygmy Marmosets. Around the lodge itself, we finally tracked down a Laughing Falcon and had 
good views of Short-tailed Parrots.

Both the Tucuxi (Grey) and Boto (Pink) River Dolphins showed on numerous occasions (Pete Morris)

This impressive Ornate Hawk Eagle was the highlight of our first walk at Muyuna Lodge (Pete Morris)
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During our boat trips, our main target was the rare Wattled Curassow, and although it took a while we eventual-
ly tracked down a pair and got some great views of a fine male complete with large swollen red wattle. Lesser 
Kiskadees and Black-collared Hawks were surprisingly common, Bluish-fronted Jacamars added colour and 
other species seen included a couple of smart Sungrebes, numerous Muscovy Ducks, Great Black Hawks, 
Orange-eared Parrot, some stunning Ringed Woodpeckers, Green-and-rufous Kingfisher a very brightly-co-
loured Varzea Schiffornis, several Amazonian Streaked Antwrens and colourful Red-capped Cardinals.

We also explored a couple of areas of varzea forest where we found some additional species. A feeding flock of 
tail-dipping Velvet-fronted Grackles, and a pair of Amazonian Antshrikes were much appreciated as was a gor-
geous male Dot-backed Antbird, but it was the fiery-eyed Black-tailed Antbirds and fabulous Rufous-capped 
Nunlets that stole the show in the varzea. In another area, having admired hundreds of stunning Sand-co-
loured Nighthawks, we explored a trail where amazing Hoatzins, White-eared Jacamars and White-eyed Attila 
showed well, and Band-tailed, Silvered and more Black-tailed Antbirds showed superbly. 

Wattled Curassow eventually showed well during our boat trip (Pete Morris)

Bluish-fronted Jacamars were seen well along the waterways (Pete Morris)
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On one morning we took the boat back out to the Amazon to explore another island or two, for we did have 
a little unfinished business! This we rectified, fairly quickly finding the hoped-for River Tyrannulet and River-
side Tyrant in reasonably short order. Also on the island were our only Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, more 
Grey-breasted Crakes (one of which allowed a glimpse at least), our only Little Ground Tyrant and several 
Red-breasted Blackbirds. Nearby, we found our only Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher and more Ash-breasted 
Antbirds, whilst on the way back, we saw our only Barred Antshrikes of the trip as well as more dolphins and 
screamers.

We also went out each evening, twice by boat and once on foot, and these excursions were also productive. 
Several Great Potoos were spotlit along the river, and with a bit of effort we managed to see a fine juvenile 
Spectacled Owl, an excellent Black-banded Owl, and a rather dark Southern Tawny-bellied Screech Owl. 
Several more Boat-billed Herons were much appreciated, an American Pygmy Kingfisher was seen at excep-
tionally close range, and mammals included Brown-throated Sloth and a fabulous couple of Nancy Ma’s Night 
Monkeys.

Our Sand-coloured Nighthawk experiences were exceptional! (Pete Morris)

A couple of decent antbirds from our stay at Muyuna Lodge: Black-tailed and Band-tailed Antbirds (Pete Morris)
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A few highlights of the Muyuna night excursions... American Pyg-
my Kingfisher, Black-banded Owl, Spectacled Owl and a fabulous 

Great Potoo (Pete Morris)
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Our productive stay had come to its conclusion and after our final lunch, complete with vegetarian chicken 
omelette, we headed back to Iquitos once more, and again, almost immediately swapped from one boat to 
another for a quick foray along the Nanay River. As literally thousands of White-winged Parakeets screeched 

A Southern Tawny-bellied Screech Owl from Muyuna Lodge, and a Black-crested Antshrike from Iquitos (Pete Morris)
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overhead, we quickly found our first target in the form of the local form of Black-crested Antshrike, several of 
which showed very well indeed, and then at dusk, the hoped-for Band-tailed Nighthawks appeared, signalling 
the time to get to the hotel for more food and beer!!

The final two days of the tour were spent exploring the protected forests of the Allpahuayo Mishana Reserve. 
After an early start, we made our way up into the reserve, pausing at the clearing to watch the groups of swifts 
flying over. Making our way along the rather quiet forest trails, we gradually began to start witling down our 
target list! First a smart Scaly-breasted Woodpecker and White-crowned Manakins showed well and were 
followed by a pair of strangely-named and localized Ancient Antwrens. A fine male Pearly Antshrike was next, 
followed by a showy singing Short-billed Leaftosser, and a fine pair of Brown Nunlets… we were on fire! The 
birds kept going though as next a fine Northern Chestnut-tailed Antbird was followed by a day roosting pair of 
Blackish Nightjars, the rare Saffron-crowned Tyrant-Manakin and then a fine Brown-banded Puffbird. Things 
began to quieten down then… We did manage to find an entertaining trio of Yellow-billed Nunbirds, but then a 
pause for lunch was really the best option. 

Blackish Nightjars showed well at the Allpahuayo Mishana Reserve (Pete Morris)

A trio of Yellow-billed Nunbirds entertained (Pete Morris)
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Some highlights from the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve, clockwise from above: Brown Nunlet; Northern Chestnut-tailed Antbird; Cinnamon 
Neopipo; Short-billed Leaftosser; White-bellied Dacnis and the smart Pearly Antshrike (Pete Morris)
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Just as it was time to head out, the heavens opened. We hung around and watched Maroon-tailed Parakeets, 
and eventually the weather cleared enough for us to head back to the forest. It was gloomy and slow going, but 
despite that, we did find a number of interesting species including a roosting Great Potoo, blending perfectly 
with its chosen branch, and the rare Cinnamon Neopipo, and with a little neck-breaking effort, we also man-
aged to track down the diminutive and localized Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant. With the weather closing in, and little 
sign of any improvement in the weather, we made our way back to the hotel. We had planned some nightbird-
ing, but the weather really was not the best. However, since it was our last night, and the only chance, we had 
a go anyway! Needless to say, the forests were silent, but just as we were about to give up, I put the spotlight 
on a fine Crested Owl, and elation spread through the group!

Our final day we had even fewer targets which of course never makes it easier! Thankfully though, we did 
keep adding to our tally, beginning with a fine pair of Great Jacamars. A Straight-billed Hermit hovered by us, 
a Cinereous Tinamou called close-by and crossed the track, a couple of female Pompadour Cotingas popped 
up and a singing Citron-bellied Attila posed for all to admire! The Cinnamon Neopipo allowed more views 
and further forays in to the forest yielded a sneaky but ultimately showy Ruddy Spinetail, some very showy 
Mouse-coloured Antshrikes and an excellent pair of Rufous-tailed Flatbills. Flocks gradually built up, but never 
really morphed in to the mega flock that we were hoping for. That said, some managed to find a Golden-col-
lared Honeycreeper in the flock, and the final party piece, and a great bonus, was a White-bellied Dacnis that 
tantalized initially and then posed on a tree top for all to admire.

As we headed back to Iquitos we paused for a while, but only a few common species were available! We then 
headed back to Iquitos for our final meal, a night of comfort, and time to reflect back on what had been another 
great visit to this underrated part of the world!

This magnificent Crested Owl was a great bonus when prospects were not looking good! (Pete Morris)
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The stunning Blue-necked Jacamar from Muyuna Lodge (Pete Morris)

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR

Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ birds 
for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two Birdquest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its range; 
the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species).

Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol  (H).
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol  (NL).
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol  (LO).

Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, BirdLife International’s 
magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, and updates on the BirdLife website: http://
www.birdlife.org/datazone/home
(EW) = Extinct in the wild, (CR) = Critically Endangered, (EN) = Endangered, (VU) = Vulnerable, (NT) = Near Threatened, 
(DD) = Data Deficient.

For polytypic species, the subspecies seen on the tour, where known, is placed in parentheses at the end of the species 
comment. Generally, species listed with trinomials are not currently split by the IOC.

The species names and taxonomy used in the report mostly follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List 
(v 8.2). This list is updated twice annually and is available at http://www.worldbirdnames.org. Please note, this was the 
current version when the report checklist was created. Some alternative names are given in parentheses.

All of our checklists are powered by our partner iGoTerra (www.igoterra.com) who provide web and mobile applications 
for bird and wildlife enthusiasts and businesses. Their suite of services cover observations, rankings, lists, photos and trip 
management tools.
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Great Tinamou  Tinamus major (H)  Heard a few times, especially at ExplorNapo Lodge [peruvianus].
White-throated Tinamou  Tinamus guttatus (H) (NT)  Heard a few times, especially at ACTS Field Station.
Cinereous Tinamou  Crypturellus cinereus   A few heard and one seen briefly at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Undulated Tinamou  Crypturellus undulatus (H)  Only heard at Muyuna Lodge [yapura].
Horned Screamer  Anhima cornuta   Very common with many great views around Muyuna Lodge.
Black-bellied Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis   A few seen in the Amazon near Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata   A few seen around Muyuna Lodge.
Speckled Chachalaca  Ortalis guttata (H)  Heard commonly and a few seen well [nominate]..
Spix’s Guan  Penelope jacquacu   Good views of five from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Blue-throated Piping Guan  Pipile cumanensis (HNL)  Heard distantly by some near to Explorama Lodge.
Nocturnal Curassow ◊  Nothocrax urumutum   Excellent spotlight views of one after a long pursuit near ACTS Field Station.
Wattled Curassow ◊  Crax globulosa (EN)  Good views of a female and two males from the boat near to Muyuna Lodge.
Wood Stork  Mycteria americana   c100 over Explorama Lodge and a couple of others.
Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis   A few heard and one seen near to Muyuna Lodge.
Rufescent Tiger Heron  Tigrisoma lineatum   One seen in flight near to ExplorNapo Lodge [nominate].
Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearius   A few seen around ExplorNapo and Muyuna Lodges. Amazing birds [nominate].
Zigzag Heron ◊  Zebrilus undulatus (NT)  Brilliant views of a calling adult near to ExplorNapo Lodge. Stunning bird!
Striated Heron  Butorides striata   Most sightings were around Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   A handful seen near to Iquitos.
Cocoi Heron  Ardea cocoi   Small numbers seen more or less daily.
Great Egret (American E)  Ardea [alba] egretta   Common and seen daily.
Capped Heron  Pilherodius pileatus   A few seen well on the Napo and near to Muyuna Lodge.
Snowy Egret  Egretta thula   Small numbers seen on several occasions [nominate].
Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus   Very common along the rivers [nominate].

Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga   Just a few seen, mostly around Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura   Common and widespread.

Neotropic Cormorant with an impressive catfish lunch! (Pete Morris)
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Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Pete Morris) and Black-collared Hawk (Jono Irvine) were both common.
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Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus   Seen on several of the river islands, with some great views [urubutinga].
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes melambrotus   Just a few noted, with good views from the canopy walkway at ACTS.
Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus   Common and widespread.
King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa   Just one seen at ExplorNapo Lodge.

More waterway birds from Muyuna included striking Large-billed Terns, a sneaky Sungrebe, and spikey Wattled Jacanas (Pete Morris)
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A Great Potoo blends perfevtly with its chosen branch; Black-fronted Nunbirds wer common, and whilst we also encountered Boat-billed 
(left) and Capped Herons along the waterways (Pete Morris)
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Western Osprey (American O)  Pandion [haliaetus] carolinensis   Small numbers seen well along the rivers.
Grey-headed Kite  Leptodon cayanensis   A perched bird seen distantly from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Black Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus tyrannus (H)  One heard at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [serus].
Ornate Hawk-Eagle  Spizaetus ornatus   Great views of an adult and a well-grown youngster at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Double-toothed Kite  Harpagus bidentatus   Good views of a perched bird between ExplorNapo Lodge and ACTS [nominate].
Plumbeous Kite  Ictinia plumbea   Small numbers seen well on several dates.
Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis   Many seen well; incredibly common along the waterways at Muyuna [nominate].
Crane Hawk  Geranospiza caerulescens   Seen well over one of the river islands near to ExplorNapo Lodge [nominate].
Slate-coloured Hawk  Buteogallus schistaceus   Several seen well, the first on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge.
Great Black Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga   A few seen very well along the waterways at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Roadside Hawk  Rupornis magnirostris   Common and widespread. Seen daily in small numbers [occiduus].
White Hawk  Pseudastur albicollis (NL)  Seen by some on the walk to ACTS.
Swainson’s Hawk  Buteo swainsoni   A flock of c40+ migrating over Explorama Lodge were a surprise.
Sunbittern  Eurypyga helias (H)  Heard at dawn from at ExplorNapo Lodge [nominate].
Sungrebe  Heliornis fulica   A couple of males seen well near to Muyuna Lodge.
Grey-breasted Crake  Laterallus exilis   Several heard at close range on the islands and one seen briefly.
Grey-necked Wood Rail  Aramides cajaneus   One on the trail on Yanamono Island near Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Collared Plover  Charadrius collaris   Several seen well, first on one of the islands near to ExplorNapo Lodge.
Pied Plover (P Lapwing)  Hoploxypterus cayanus   Seen well on several sandbanks.
Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana   Common especially around Muyuna Lodge [peruviana].
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius   Several seen.
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria (NL)  One for some on the islands on our excursion from Muyuna Lodge.
Black Skimmer  Rynchops niger   Several good views, especially in the Napo near to ExplorNapo Lodge [cinerascens].
Yellow-billed Tern  Sternula superciliaris   Great looks at good numbers along the Amazon and the Napo.
Large-billed Tern  Phaetusa simplex   Great looks at good numbers along the Amazon and the Napo.
Rock Dove (Feral)  Columba livia ‘feral’ (introduced)  Just a few in Iquitos!!
Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis   Common on some of the islands.
Plumbeous Pigeon  Patagioenas plumbea   Many heard, with best views at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.

Slate-coloured Hawk and Western Osprey were frequently seen (Pete Morris)
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I’ve never before seen so many Black-collared Hawks, whilst several Great Black Hawks were found along the same waterways (Pete Morris)
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Ruddy Pigeon  Patagioenas subvinacea   Plenty heard, but only seen well at Muyuna Lodge [ogilviegranti].
Ruddy Ground Dove  Columbina talpacoti   Especially common on the excursion from Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Ruddy Quail-Dove  Geotrygon montana (LO)  One seen at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi   A few seen on the islands from Explorama and ExplorNapo Lodges [decipiens].
Grey-fronted Dove  Leptotila rufaxilla   Plenty seen though many briefly, especially at Muyuna and Allpahuayo-Mishana [dubusi].
Hoatzin  Opisthocomus hoazin   An impressive flock seen very well near to Muyuna Lodge.
Greater Ani  Crotophaga major   Fairly common with many seen well.
Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani   A few groups noted in open country.
Striped Cuckoo  Tapera naevia   A few heard at Muyuna Lodge and seen by some.
Little Cuckoo  Coccycua minuta   One seen fairly briefly near to Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana   Seen on several occasions [nigricrissa].
Black-bellied Cuckoo  Piaya melanogaster   A couple seen, the best from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Tropical Screech Owl  Megascops choliba   Great views of one at Explorama Lodge. Others heard [cruciger].
Tawny-bellied Screech Owl ◊ (Northern T-b S O)  Megascops [watsonii] watsonii (H)  Heard several times. Close, but no cigar!
Tawny-bellied Screech Owl ◊ (Southern T-b S O)  Megascops [watsonii] usta   Good spotlight views of one at Muyuna Lodge.
Black-banded Owl  Strix huhula   One spotlighted and seen well high in the canopy at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Crested Owl  Lophostrix cristata   A few heard, and then stunning views of one at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [nominate].
Spectacled Owl  Pulsatrix perspicillata   Great views of a recently-fledged juvenile at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum   Several heard, but only seen at Muyuna Lodge [ucayalae].
Great Potoo  Nyctibius grandis   Great views of several at night at Muyuna Lodge, and one roosting at Allpahuayo-Mishana.
Common Potoo  Nyctibius griseus (H)  A few heard at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Sand-colored Nighthawk  Chordeiles rupestris   A few along the Napo, then stunning views of 100s near Muyuna [nominate].

Common Nighthawk  Chordeiles minor   c10 over Muyuna Lodge were assumed to be this species on range.
Short-tailed Nighthawk  Lurocalis semitorquatus   A couple seen along the blackwater near ExplorNapo Lodge [nattererii].
Band-tailed Nighthawk  Nyctiprogne leucopyga   Good looks at 3+ along the Nanay River, close to Iquitos [majuscula].
Blackish Nightjar  Nyctipolus nigrescens   Brilliant views of a pair on two dates at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis   A few heard, and 3 seen, the first while we were looking for Zigzag Heron [nominate].

One of hundreds of spectacular Sand-colored Nighthawks seen (Pete Morris)
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Ladder-tailed Nightjar  Hydropsalis climacocerca   Seen on two islands in the Napo. The male was lacking its ‘ladder’! [nominate].
Grey-rumped Swift  Chaetura cinereiventris   Tough to see swifts well this trip. Seen at Allpahuayo-Mishana [sclateri-group].
Short-tailed Swift  Chaetura brachyura   Small numbers on several occasions [nominate].
Neotropical Palm Swift  Tachornis squamata   The most common and widespread swift [semota].
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift  Panyptila cayennensis   Just one seen well at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
White-bearded Hermit  Phaethornis hispidus   Seen well though briefly at Muyuna Lodge.
Great-billed Hermit  Phaethornis malaris   Just one seen at Explorama Lodge on our first day [bolivianus-group].
Straight-billed Hermit  Phaethornis bourcieri   Great views of one at close range at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [nominate].
Reddish Hermit  Phaethornis ruber (H)  Heard singing between ACTS Field Station and ExplorNapo Lodge.
White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora   Just one seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Black-throated Mango  Anthracothorax nigricollis   A few seen, the first on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge.
Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcata   Small numbers seen at several spots.
Olive-spotted Hummingbird ◊  Leucippus chlorocercus   Common on some islands visited, the first off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Glittering-throated Emerald  Amazilia fimbriata   Noted on four dates, the first on Yanamono Island [laeta].
Black-tailed Trogon  Trogon melanurus (H)  Heard on a few occasions [eumorphus].
Green-backed Trogon  Trogon viridis   By far the commonest and most widespread trogon, first noted at ExplorNapo Lodge.
Collared Trogon   Trogon collaris (H)  Heard on a few occasions [castaneus].
American Pygmy Kingfisher  Chloroceryle aenea   A few seen well including one at very close range near Muyuna [nominate].
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher  Chloroceryle inda   Three seen in total. Best views were near to Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Green Kingfisher   Chloroceryle americana   Just three seen, the first near to ExplorNapo Lodge [cabanisii].
Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona   Small numbers seen on most river trips.
Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata   The largest and most conspicuous of the kingfishers [nominate].
Amazonian Motmot  Momotus momota (H)  Only heard at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
White-eared Jacamar  Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis   First at Explorama Lodge; common and showy around Muyuna Lodge.
Yellow-billed Jacamar ◊ (Cerise-crowned J)  Galbula [albirostris] chalcocephala   A pair seen well at ACTS Field Station. 
Blue-necked Jacamar ◊ (Blue-cheeked J)  Galbula cyanicollis   Great views of several at Muyuna Lodge.
White-chinned Jacamar  Galbula tombacea   Excellent views of several around Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Bluish-fronted Jacamar  Galbula cyanescens   Excellent views of several along the river at Muyuna Lodge.
Purplish Jacamar ◊  Galbula chalcothorax   A pair seen well after a bit of effort near to ExplorNapo Lodge.
Paradise Jacamar  Galbula dea   Good looks from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station. Others heard [brunneiceps].
Great Jacamar  Jacamerops aureus   Lovely views of a pair at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [isidori].

The rather different, chunky, White-eared Jacamar (Pete Morris)
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White-necked Puffbird  Notharchus hyperrhynchus   Excellent views from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Brown-banded Puffbird ◊  Notharchus ordii   Great scope views of one at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Spotted Puffbird  Bucco tamatia   Brilliant views of a pair near to ExplorNapo Lodge [pulmentum].
Collared Puffbird ◊  Bucco capensis   Great views at ExplorNapo Lodge and again at Muyuna Lodge. Great birds!
White-chested Puffbird ◊  Malacoptila fusca (H)  Heard at close range at ACTS, but sadly vanished before we found them.
Rufous-necked Puffbird ◊  Malacoptila rufa (H)  Heard once at Muyuna Lodge, but stayed hidden and no further sign [nominate].
Brown Nunlet ◊  Nonnula brunnea   Brilliant views of a pair at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Rufous-capped Nunlet ◊  Nonnula ruficapilla   Stunning views of one at Muyuna Lodge [rufipectus].
Black-fronted Nunbird  Monasa nigrifrons   Common and widespread [nominate].
White-fronted Nunbird  Monasa morphoeus   Pairs seen twice near to ACTS Field Station [peruana].
Yellow-billed Nunbird  Monasa flavirostris   Great views of three at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Swallow-winged Puffbird  Chelidoptera tenebrosa   Small numbers seen on a few occasions [nominate].
Scarlet-crowned Barbet ◊  Capito aurovirens   Great views, especially around Explorama Lodge and Muyuna Lodge.
Gilded Barbet  Capito auratus   A common sound in the forests, and several seen well [punctatus].
Lemon-throated Barbet   Eubucco richardsoni   Great views of a male from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Lettered Aracari  Pteroglossus inscriptus (NL)  Seen by some at Muyuna Lodge.

More goodies (clockwise from above): White-chinned Jacamar; Great Jacamar; Purplish Jacamar and Brown-banded Puffbird (Pete Morris)
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A couple of crackers... Rufous-capped Nunlet and Collared Puffbird (Pete Morris)
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The glorious Ringed Woodpecker (left Pete Morris, below Jono Ir-
vine), and a fabulous calling Scarley-crowned Barbet (Pete Morris)
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Ivory-billed Aracari  Pteroglossus azara   Best views were from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [flavirostris].
Chestnut-eared Aracari  Pteroglossus castanotis   The most common and widespread aracari [nominate].
Many-banded Aracari  Pteroglossus pluricinctus   Several seen; best views were from the canopy walkway at ACTS.
Channel-billed Toucan (Yellow-ridged T)  Ramphastos [vitellinus] culminatus   Plenty heard, and the odd one at ACTS.
White-throated Toucan (Cuvier’s T)  Ramphastos [tucanus] cuvieri   Best views were from the canopy walkway at ACTS.
Bar-breasted Piculet  Picumnus aurifrons   One was seen in a mixed flock at Muyuna Lodge [juruanus].
Plain-breasted Piculet ◊  Picumnus castelnau   Three seen, the first on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge.
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus   A common sound with a few good views at various sites.
Little Woodpecker  Veniliornis passerinus   A few seen well, the first just by Explorama Lodge [agilis].
Spot-breasted Woodpecker  Colaptes punctigula   At least five seen on the various river islands [guttatus].
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker  Celeus grammicus   Great views of several at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [verreauxii].
Chestnut Woodpecker  Celeus elegans   Several seen, including at Explorama Lodge, and on a nest at Muyuna [citreopygius].
Cream-colored Woodpecker  Celeus flavus   Great views of a pair near Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Ringed Woodpecker  Celeus torquatus   Brilliant views of a pair, and later a male, at Muyuna Lodge. Stunner [occidentalis]!
Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus   A few heard, and one seen on the way to Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Red-necked Woodpecker  Campephilus rubricollis   Some good views around the ACTS Field Station.
Crimson-crested Woodpecker  Campephilus melanoleucos   Some good views from the boat at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Black Caracara  Daptrius ater   A few seen well, the first around ExplorNapo Lodge.
Red-throated Caracara  Ibycter americanus   Amazing views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Southern Crested Caracara  Caracara plancus   See note.
Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima   Pretty common and widespread, especially along the rivers [cordata].
Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans   Seen well at Muyuna Lodge and scoped at Allpahuayo-Mishana [nominate].
Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis   A few seen well, especially around Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Tui Parakeet  Brotogeris sanctithomae   A few seen on Yanamono Island near Explorama and at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
White-winged Parakeet  Brotogeris versicolurus   Incredible nos. on Yanamono Island and along the Nanay River. What a noise!
Cobalt-winged Parakeet  Brotogeris cyanoptera   Fairly common and widespread. First seen well at Explorama Lodge [gustavi].

A cracking Many-banded Aracari from the canopy walkway (Jono Irvine)
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Yellow-headed Caracara and the look-alike Laughing Falcon, and an Orange-winged Amazon (Pete Morris)
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Hoatzins are always special to see; Red-throated Caracaras are always noisy! (Pete Morris)
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Orange-cheeked Parrot ◊  Pyrilia barrabandi (NT)  Seen well on the boat trip at Muyuna. Others heard/seen briefly [aurantiigena].
Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus   Fairly common and widespread, frequently flying over calling! [nominate]
Short-tailed Parrot  Graydidascalus brachyurus   Some great views, especially in the garden at Muyuna Lodge.
Festive Amazon ◊ (Southern F A)  Amazona [festiva] festiva (NT)  Great looks on Yanamono Island near Explorama Lodge.
Southern Mealy Amazon  Amazona farinosa (NT)  A few pairs seen, the first from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Orange-winged Amazon  Amazona amazonica   The commonest amazon, with good numbers seen.
Large-billed Parrotlet ◊  Forpus crassirostris   Seen on the ‘young’ island off ExplorNapo Lodge. Split from Blue-winged Parrotlet.
Black-headed Parrot  Pionites melanocephalus   See note [pallidus].
Maroon-tailed Parakeet  Pyrrhura melanura   A few heard then great views near Allpahuayo-Mishana [nominate-group].
Dusky-headed Parakeet  Aratinga weddellii   Plenty seen, the first at Explorama Lodge.
Red-bellied Macaw  Orthopsittaca manilatus   A few seen flying over at Muyuna Lodge.
Blue-and-yellow Macaw  Ara ararauna   Several heard at Muyuna Lodge and seen flying over by some.
White-eyed Parakeet  Psittacara leucophthalmus  (H),  Heard a few times around Muyuna Lodge [callogenys].
Lesser Hornero ◊  Furnarius minor   Great looks on the ‘young’ islands in the Napo off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Pale-legged Hornero  Furnarius leucopus   A few seen, the first at Explorama Lodge [tricolor].
Bay Hornero ◊  Furnarius torridus   It took some effort, but in the end great looks on the older island near ExplorNapo Lodge.
Dark-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis albigularis   Commonly heard; seen well on the island near ExplorNapo Lodge [nominate].
Ruddy Spinetail  Synallaxis rutilans   Good views at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [caquetensis].
White-bellied Spinetail ◊  Synallaxis propinqua   Seen very well on the ‘young’ island in the Napo off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Plain-crowned Spinetail  Synallaxis gujanensis   Some good looks on Yanamono Island near Explorama Lodge [huallagae].
Parker’s Spinetail ◊  Cranioleuca vulpecula   Seen very well on the ‘young’ island in the Napo off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Red-and-white Spinetail ◊  Certhiaxis mustelinus   Great looks on the way to ExplorNapo Lodge and again around Muyuna.
Orange-fronted Plushcrown ◊  Metopothrix aurantiaca   Great looks at Explorama Lodge, Yanamono Island and near Muyuna.

Point-tailed Palmcreeper  Berlepschia rikeri   We managed to track down one for good views at Muyuna Lodge.
Chestnut-winged Hookbill  Ancistrops strigilatus   One briefly near to ExplorNapo Lodge was our only one.
Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaner  Philydor pyrrhodes   Excellent views of a calling bird at Muyuna Lodge.
Short-billed Leaftosser ◊  Sclerurus rufigularis   One seen briefly at ACTS, then great views at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus   A few seen in mixed flocks, especially around ACTS Field Station [obsoletus].
Plain-brown Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla fuliginosa   Heard a couple of times and seen by some at ACTS [neglecta].
White-chinned Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla merula   At least one in an ant swarm between ACTS and ExplorNapo [bartletti].
Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus   A few seen very well in the mixed flocks at Muyuna Lodge [amazonus].
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper  Glyphorynchus spirurus   Seen in flocks at most sites [castelnaudii].
Long-billed Woodcreeper  Nasica longirostris   Great views at Explorama Lodge on day one. Many more heard and a few seen.
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper  Dendrexetastes rufigula   Great looks at Explorama Lodge; a few others seen/heard [devillei].

Two special and very different furnarids! Orange-fronted Plushcrown and Red-and-white Spinetail (Pete Morris)
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Black-banded Woodcreeper (H)  Dendrocolaptes picumnus (H)  One heard at Muyuna Lodge [validus].
Straight-billed Woodcreeper  Dendroplex picus   Several seen well, the first at Explorama Lodge [peruvianus].
Zimmer’s Woodcreeper ◊  Dendroplex kienerii (NT)  Great views on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge. A tricky species.
Striped Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus obsoletus   Best views near ExplorNapo Lodge and along the river at Muyuna [palliatus].
Elegant Woodcreeper ◊ (Juruá W)  Xiphorhynchus [elegans] juruanus   A few seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Lafresnaye’s W)  Xiphorhynchus [guttatus] guttatoides   The most widespread woodcreeper.
Duida Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes duidae   Brilliant views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station. Right next to us!
Ash-winged Antwren  Euchrepomis spodioptila   Heard and seen by some in mixed flocks at ACTS Field Station [signata].
Spot-winged Antshrike  Pygiptila stellaris   A few seen well in mixed flocks at Muyuna Lodge [maculipennis].
Black Bushbird ◊  Neoctantes niger   Great views of a male between ExplorNapo Lodge and ACTS Field Station.
Ornate Antwren  Epinecrophylla ornata   A male at an antswarm on the walk back to ExplorNapo was a surprise [saturata].
Moustached Antwren (Short-billed A)  Myrmotherula [ignota] obscura   Great views of a pair right by the ACTS Field Station.
Pygmy Antwren  Myrmotherula brachyura   Many heard and finally pinned down in the canopy at Muyuna Lodge.
Amazonian Streaked Antwren ◊  Myrmotherula multostriata   Several seen well along the waterways at Muyuna Lodge.
White-flanked Antwren  Myrmotherula axillaris   The commonest member of the understorey flocks [melaena]!
Grey Antwren  Myrmotherula menetriesii   A pale-throated form, seen well around ACTS and ExplorNapo Lodge [pallida].
Leaden Antwren ◊  Myrmotherula assimilis   Great views of singing birds on Yanamono Island near Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Black-and-white Antbird ◊  Myrmochanes hemileucus   Several of this stunner were seen well, the first off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Banded Antbird  Dichrozona cincta   Singing birds came in twice but were very skittish and refused to settle in view.
Plain-throated Antwren  Isleria hauxwelli   Two forms: suffusa first at ACTS Field Station; nominate at Muyuna Lodge.
Dusky-throated Antshrike  Thamnomanes ardesiacus   A male seen well in a mixed flock at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Saturnine Antshrike  Thamnomanes saturninus   A male showed very well in a mixed flock at Muyuna Lodge [huallagae].
Cinereous Antshrike  Thamnomanes caesius   Several seen well in the terra firme forest at ACTS/ExplorNapo [glaucus].
Bluish-slate Antshrike  Thamnomanes schistogynus   Seen very well in mixed flocks at Muyuna Lodge [intermedius].
Pearly Antshrike ◊  Megastictus margaritatus   Brilliant views of a male at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Dugand’s Antwren ◊  Herpsilochmus dugandi   Great views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station. Right next to us!
Ancient Antwren ◊  Herpsilochmus gentryi   A pair seen well in the canopy at Allpahuayo-Mishana. A few others seen/heard.
Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus   Excellent looks at a pair along the river near to Muyuna Lodge [radiatus].
Castelnau’s Antshrike  Thamnophilus cryptoleucus (NT)  Great views on the ‘young’ island in the Napo off ExplorNapo Lodge.
Plain-winged Antshrike  Thamnophilus schistaceus   A male at ACTS Field Station and a few at Muyuna Lodge [capitalis].

Cinnamon-throated and Long-billed Woodcreepers were amongst the welcoming party at Explorama Lodge! (Pete Morris)
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Antbirds glorious antbirds! We found a great variety on this tour. Clockwise from top left: Plumbeos Antbird; Sooty Antbird; the rare Black 
Bushbird; Silvered Antbird; female Black Antbird (Jono Irvine) and female Amazonian Antshrike (all others by Pete Morris)
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Mouse-colored Antshrike  Thamnophilus murinus   Great looks at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [canipennis].
Amazonian Antshrike  Thamnophilus amazonicus   A pair showed very well in varzea forest at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Black-crested Antshrike  Sakesphorus canadensis   Great views of several along the Nanay River, Iquitos [loretoyacuensis].
Fasciated Antshrike  Cymbilaimus lineatus   A pair showed at ACTS Field Station [intermedius].
Great Antshrike  Taraba major   An elusive male was seen near to Muyuna Lodge [melanurus].
White-plumed Antbird  Pithys albifrons   Great views on a few occasions between ACTS and ExplorNapo Lodge [peruvianus].
White-cheeked Antbird  Gymnopithys leucaspis   Seen a few times at ants, especially between ACTS and ExplorNapo [castaneus].
Black-spotted Bare-eye  Phlegopsis nigromaculata   Heard several times but elusive. A pair did show at Explorama [nominate].
Reddish-winged Bare-eye ◊  Phlegopsis erythroptera   Elusive singing birds glimpsed at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Common Scale-backed Antbird  Willisornis poecilinotus   A few seen very well around the ACTS Field Station [lepidonota].
Peruvian Warbling Antbird  Hypocnemis peruviana   A pair seen at ACTS Field Station. Others heard [saturata].
Yellow-browed Antbird  Hypocnemis hypoxantha   Many good looks, the first around the ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Northern Chestnut-tailed Antbird ◊  Sciaphylax castanea   Excellent views of a pair at the Allpahuayo-Mishana [centunculorum].
Black Antbird  Cercomacroides serva   Great looks at a pair near to the ACTS Field Station.
Grey Antbird  Cercomacra cinerascens   Frequently heard, and seen by some of the group from the canopy walkway [nominate].
Black-chinned Antbird  Hypocnemoides melanopogon   Excellent views of a pair at ExplorNapo Lodge.
Band-tailed Antbird  Hypocnemoides maculicauda   Great views of a male at Muyuna. Others heard and one found roosting!
Dot-backed Antbird  Hylophylax punctulatus   Brilliant views of a male at Muyuna Lodge. Several others heard.

Yet more antbirds... Spot-winged Antbird and Dot-backed Antbird (Pete Morris), below, Yellow-browed Antbird and the island special-
ist Ash-breasted Antbird (Jono Irvine)
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Silvered Antbird  Sclateria naevia   Seen very well a couple of times around Muyuna Lodge [argentata].
Plumbeous Antbird  Myrmelastes hyperythrus   Great views on several occasions, the first at Explorama Lodge.
Slate-colored Antbird ◊  Myrmelastes schistaceus   Great views of a male at ACTS Field Station.
Spot-winged Antbird  Myrmelastes leucostigma   Excellent views of a couple of males at Muyuna Lodge [subplumbeus].
Black-tailed Antbird ◊  Myrmoborus melanurus (VU)  Stunning views at a couple of sites near to Muyuna Lodge.
Black-faced Antbird  Myrmoborus myotherinus   Several good looks. First seen near to ACTS Field Station [elegans].
Ash-breasted Antbird ◊  Myrmoborus lugubris   Great looks on older islands in the Napo and the Amazon [berlepschi].
Black-headed Antbird ◊ (Amazonas A)  Percnostola [rufifrons] jensoni   Brilliant views between ACTS and ExplorNapo Lodge.
White-shouldered Antbird  Akletos melanoceps   A male seen well at Explorama Lodge and a female near ExplorNapo Lodge.
Sooty Antbird  Hafferia fortis   Seen a few times, the best being a confiding male at ants near to ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Rufous-capped Antthrush  Formicarius colma   Great views on a couple of occasions at ACTS Field Station [nigrifrons].
Black-faced Antthrush  Formicarius analis (H)  Heard on one date at ACTS Field Station [zamorae].
Thrush-like Antpitta  Myrmothera campanisona (H)  A few heard around ExplorNapo/ACTS, but no luck [signata].
Rusty-belted Tapaculo  Liosceles thoracicus   Great views of a stunner near to ExplorNapo Lodge. Others heard [erithacus].
Wing-barred Piprites  Piprites chloris (H)  Heard at ACTS Field Station [tschudii].
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet  Tyrannulus elatus   Commonly heard and a few seen.
Forest Elaenia  Myiopagis gaimardii   Excellent views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station. Others heard [nominate].
Grey Elaenia (Amazonian G E)  Myiopagis [caniceps] cinerea   Brilliant views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Yellow-crowned Elaenia ◊  Myiopagis flavivertex   Brilliant views of on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge. More heard.
Brownish Elaenia ◊  Elaenia pelzelni   After some effort, great views of a pair on an island in the Napo.
River Tyrannulet ◊  Serpophaga hypoleuca   Several seen well on Buenos Aires Island in the Amazon ( Muyuna) [nominate].
Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant ◊  Stigmatura napensis   Seen twice, the first near the confluence of the Amazon and Napo [nominate].
Mishana Tyrannulet ◊  Zimmerius villarejoi (H)  Sadly, only heard at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Slender-footed Tyrannulet  Zimmerius gracilipes   Many heard, and fantastic views from the walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus   A couple at Explorama Lodge, and heard a few other times [nominate].
Sepia-capped Flycatcher  Leptopogon amaurocephalus   One was seen at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [peruvianus].
Zimmer’s Tody-tyrant ◊  Hemitriccus minimus   It took some effort to see one in the canopy at Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Double-banded Pygmy Tyrant  Lophotriccus vitiosus   Frequently heard; eventually tracked down for good views at ACTS.
Helmeted Pygmy Tyrant  Lophotriccus galeatus   Excellent views of one between ACTS and ExplorNapo Lodge. A write-in!
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher  Poecilotriccus latirostris   Great views on Buenos Aires Island (from Muyuna) [caniceps].
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum maculatum   Common throughout, especially on the islands. Many seen well [signatum].
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum   Seen well from the canopy walkway at ACTS [guttatum].
Brownish Twistwing  Cnipodectes subbrunneus   An elusive individual showed well to some on the way to ACTS Field Station.
Olivaceous Flatbill (Western O F)  Rhynchocyclus [olivaceus] aequinoctialis   Several seen, the first at Explorama Lodge.
Yellow-olive Flatbill  Tolmomyias sulphurescens   Seen well on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge [insignis].
Orange-eyed Flatbill ◊  Tolmomyias traylori   Excellent views of two different pairs around Explorama Lodge.

The smart Spotted Tody-Flycatcher was common; the rare Orange-eyed Flatbill showed well (Pete Morris)
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Zimmer’s Flatbill  Tolmomyias assimilis   Seen at ACTS Field Station and the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [obscuriceps].
Grey-crowned Flatbill  Tolmomyias poliocephalus   Heard a few times and eventually seen at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Olive-faced Flatbill  Tolmomyias viridiceps   Several heard, but only seen well at Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Cinnamon Neopipo ◊  Neopipo cinnamomea   Brilliant views of a confiding bird on both visits to Allpahuayo-Mishana [nominate].
Euler’s Flycatcher  Lathrotriccus euleri   Seen well at Muyuna Lodge [bolivianus].
Fuscous Flycatcher  Cnemotriccus fuscatus   Seen on several of the islands in the Amazon and the Napo [fuscatior].
Eastern Wood Pewee  Contopus virens   Several seen and heard, especially at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Alder Flycatcher  Empidonax alnorum   Two migrants seen on Amazon Islands.
Riverside Tyrant ◊  Knipolegus orenocensis   A couple of female-type birds on Buenos Aires Island, from Muyuna [sclateri].
Drab Water Tyrant  Ochthornis littoralis   A few seen well, the first around Explorama Lodge.
Little Ground Tyrant  Muscisaxicola fluviatilis   Good views of one on Buenos Aires Island, from Muyuna Lodge.
White-headed Marsh Tyrant  Arundinicola leucocephala   Several good looks.
Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius (H)  Heard on several occasions, we never really attempted to see one [nominate].
Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis   Pretty common and widespread [nominate].
Grey-capped Flycatcher  Myiozetetes granadensis   Only see at Quistacocha on our last afternoon [obscurior]!
Dusky-chested Flycatcher  Myiozetetes luteiventris   A few seen; best views from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus   Quite common and widespread [nominate].
Lesser Kiskadee  Philohydor lictor   Very common along the waterways at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus   Just one or two seen on an island at Atun Cocha in the Napo [nominate].
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua   Many heard and a few seen [nominate].
Sulphury Flycatcher  Tyrannopsis sulphurea   A palm specialist, seen well on several occasions, the first at Explorama Lodge.
Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus   Common and widespread [nominate].
Greyish Mourner  Rhytipterna simplex   A pair seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station and others heard [frederici].
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox   A few seen well. Best views at the dock in Iquitos [nominate].
Rufous-tailed Flatbill  Ramphotrigon ruficauda   Great views of a pair of this attractive flycatcher at Allpahuayo-Mishana.
Citron-bellied Attila ◊  Attila citriniventris   Great views of a singing bird at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
White-eyed Attila  Attila bolivianus   Excellent views of one near to Muyuna Lodge [nattereri].

Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus   A few heard and one seen well at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [nominate].
Black-necked Red Cotinga ◊  Phoenicircus nigricollis   Some great looks for most near to ACTS, but generally quite shy.
Plum-throated Cotinga ◊  Cotinga maynana   Best views were of a lovely male on Yanamono Island near to Explorama Lodge.
Spangled Cotinga  Cotinga cayana   Some nice views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Screaming Piha  Lipaugus vociferans   Commonly heard, especially at ACTS Field Station, and a few seen well.
Purple-throated Cotinga ◊  Porphyrolaema porphyrolaema   A great bird, seen at ExplorNapo Lodge, and again at Muyuna.
Pompadour Cotinga  Xipholena punicea   A couple of females seen at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Bare-necked Fruitcrow  Gymnoderus foetidus   Plenty seen well, with some good numbers. First seen on Yanamono Island.

Left, Sulphury Flycatcher is a Moriche Palm specialist, right a smart White-eyed Attila (Pete Morris)



45  BirdQuest Tour Report: Amazonian Peru 2018  www.birdquest-tours.com

Purple-throated Fruitcrow  Querula purpurata   Heard on several occasions, but only seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Amazonian Umbrellabird  Cephalopterus ornatus   A few seen, but it was great to see a displaying bird at Explorama Lodge.
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin  Tyranneutes stolzmanni   A few heard, and one seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin ◊  Neopelma chrysocephalum   Great views of a calling male at Allpahuayo-Mishana.
Blue-backed Manakin (napensis)  Chiroxiphia pareola   After plenty of looking, a pair seen near ExplorNapo Lodge [napensis].
Blue-crowned Manakin  Lepidothrix coronata   Plenty of great looks around ACTS Field Station [nominate].
White-bearded Manakin  Manacus manacus   Best views were at Muyuna Lodge where a fine male showed well [expectatus].
Wire-tailed Manakin  Pipra filicauda   Several seen, best were the confiding males at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Striolated Manakin ◊ (Western Striped M)  Machaeropterus striolatus   Great views between ACTS and ExplorNapo [nominate].
White-crowned Manakin  Pseudopipra pipra   Some great views of displaying birds at Allpahuayo-Mishana [pipra-group].
Golden-headed Manakin Ceratopipra erythrocephala   A few seen well, especially around ACTS Field Station [berlepschi].
Amazonian Royal Flycatcher  Onychorhynchus coronatus   Some good views at Muyuna Lodge [castelnaui].
Whiskered Myiobius  Myiobius barbatus   A couple seen in a mixed flock at ACTS Field Station [nominate-group].
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher  Terenotriccus erythrurus   One seen in a mixed flock at ACTS; a couple of others seen/heard.
Masked Tityra  Tityra semifasciata   Several seen well, especially at Myuna Lodge [fortis].
Varzea Schiffornis  Schiffornis major  A couple of great views at Muyuna, including a particularly bright individual [nominate].

More amazonian delights, clockwise from top left! Purple-throated Cotinga; a rather bright Varzea Schiffornis; a White-browed Purpletuft 
and a smart White-bearded Manakin  (Pete Morris), and White-crowned Manakin (Jono Irvine)
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Brown-winged Schiffornis  Schiffornis turdina   A couple seen between ACTS and ExplorNapo. They nearly hit us [amazonum]!
Cinereous Mourner  Laniocera hypopyrra  (NL)  One seen by some of the group on the walk to ACTS Field Station.
White-browed Purpletuft  Iodopleura isabellae   Great looks from the canopy walkway at ACTS. Purple tufts on display!
Chestnut-crowned Becard  Pachyramphus castaneus   One seen in the mixed flock at Explorama Lodge [saturatus].
White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus   A few seen in mixed flocks and several more heard [tenebrosus].
Black-capped Becard  Pachyramphus marginatus   A couple in a mixed flock at ACTS Field Station [nanus].
Pink-throated Becard  Pachyramphus minor   Nice views of a bright male at Muyuna Lodge.
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus   Plenty seen. All assumed to be one of the forms of the soon-to-be-split Chivi Vireo complex.
Yellow-green Vireo  Vireo flavoviridis   The odd one seen in the flocks at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Lemon-chested Greenlet  Hylophilus thoracicus (H)  Heard in the canopy at two sites, but sadly remained concealed [aemulus].
Grey-chested Greenlet  Hylophilus semicinereus (H)  Heard at Muyuna Lodge, but sadly stayed hidden [juruanus].
Dusky-capped Greenlet  Hylophilus hypoxanthus   Best were the very close views from the walkway at ACTS [fuscicapillus].
Tawny-crowned Greenlet  Hylophilus ochraceiceps   Seen in mixed flocks at ACTS, but quite elusive [ferrugineifrons].
Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   Several over Buenos Aires Island in the Amazon on the excursion from Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
White-winged Swallow  Tachycineta albiventer   Small numbers seen along many of the waterways.
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea   Best views were around our hotel at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera   Best views were along the river near to ExplorNapo Lodge [nominate].
White-banded Swallow  Atticora fasciata   Best views were along the river at ExplorNapo Lodge.
Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis   Most conspicuous along the waterways at Muyuna [nominate].
Barn Swallow (American B S)  Hirundo [rustica] erythrogaster   Small numbers of migrants seen on several occasions.
American Cliff Swallow  Petrochelidon pyrrhonota (NL)  A couple seen by some along the river at ExplorNapo Lodge.
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapilla   Several of these noisy birds seen well, especially at Muyuna [nigrodorsalis].
Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus turdinus   Several heard and a pair seen well near to Muyuna Lodge [hypostictus].
Coraya Wren  Pheugopedius coraya   Commonly heard and seen well at ACTS Field Station [griseipectus].
Buff-breasted Wren  Cantorchilus leucotis peruanus   Commonly heard and several seen well [peruanus].
House Wren (Southern H W)  Troglodytes [aedon] musculus   Only at our hotel at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [clarus].
Southern Nightingale-Wren   Microcerculus marginatus (H)  Several heard; they refused to come in when we tried [nominate].
Musician Wren  Cyphorhinus arada   Great views of an obliging pair at ACTS Field Station [salvini].
Collared Gnatwren  Microbates collaris   Several seen well, especially around ACTS Field where some were confiding [perlatus].
Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus   A couple seen and others heard at Muyuna Lodge [badius].
Swainson’s Thrush  Catharus ustulatus   Just one seen on a trail at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [swainsoni-group].
Black-billed Thrush (Floodplain T)  Turdus [ignobilis] debilis   Several seen well on the islands.
Lawrence’s Thrush  Turdus lawrencii   The brilliant mimicry was heard a few times; one seen in the canopy on the walk to ACTS.
Varzea Thrush ◊  Turdus sanchezorum   One seen briefly near to Muyuna Lodge.

Two rather subtle goodies! Saffron-crowned Tyrant-Manakin and Collared Gnatwren (Pete Morris)
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White-necked Thrush  Turdus albicollis (H)  The repetitive song was heard a few times [spodiolaemus].
Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica   Seen well at Explorama Lodge [taczanowskii].
Thick-billed Euphonia  Euphonia laniirostris   First seen well at Explorama Lodge [melanura].
White-lored Euphonia  Euphonia chrysopasta   Only noted at Explorama Lodge [nominate].
White-vented Euphonia  Euphonia minuta   Seen well at Explorama Lodge and from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Orange-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia xanthogaster   A few seen, the first at ACTS Field Station [dilutior].
Rufous-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia rufiventris   Best views were at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Yellow-browed Sparrow  Ammodramus aurifrons   A few seen well, especially on the younger river islands [nominate].
Red-breasted Blackbird  Leistes militaris   Several seen well on Buenos Aires Island on the excursion from Muyuna Lodge.
Russet-backed Oropendola  Psarocolius angustifrons   Common and widespread and seen virtually daily in good numbers.
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus   A couple seen in flight from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Solitary Cacique  Cacicus solitarius   Only seen a couple of times with best views on the first day at Explorama Lodge.
Yellow-rumped Cacique   Cacicus cela   Fairly common and seen in good numbers on most days [flavicrissus].
Band-tailed Oropendola ◊  Cacicus latirostris   A pair seen well near to ExplorNapo Lodge, but only gave us one showing!
Orange-backed Troupial  Icterus croconotus   One seen at Explorama Lodge, and another heard [nominate].
Giant Cowbird  Molothrus oryzivorus   Several seen well on a couple of the river islands [nominate].
Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis   A few seen, especially on the river islands [riparius].
Velvet-fronted Grackle  Lampropsar tanagrinus   A small tail-dipping flock showed well in the varzea at Muyuna [nominate].
Oriole Blackbird  Gymnomystax mexicanus   Several seen well on the river islands.
Yellow-hooded Blackbird  Chrysomus icterocephalus   Seen well at several of the marshy areas along the rivers [nominate].
Blackpoll Warbler  Setophaga striata  (NT)  Just one seen in a mixed flock at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Buff-rumped Warbler  Myiothlypis fulvicauda   Heard daily; a couple at ACTS, where they even frequented the toilets [nominate]!
Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra   A few seen, especially from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Scarlet Tanager  Piranga olivacea   A few seen well from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Red-crowned Ant Tanager  Habia rubica   Seen a couple of times in mixed flocks at ACTS Field Station [rhodinolaema].
Rothschild’s Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa rothschildii (H)  Heard at close range at ACTS Field Station but refused to come in.
Red-capped Cardinal  Paroaria gularis   A few seen well, the first on the first day at Explorama Lodge [nominate].
Hooded Tanager  Nemosia pileata   Great views in mixed flocks at Explorama Lodge [nana].
Orange-headed Tanager ◊  Thlypopsis sordida   Great views on a few of the river islands [chrysopis].
Grey-headed Tanager  Eucometis penicillata   Seen well in mixed flocks at Muyuna Lodge [nominate].
Flame-crested Tanager  Tachyphonus cristatus   Seen on a few occasions, the first from the walkway at ACTS [cristatellus].
White-shouldered Tanager  Tachyphonus luctuosus (NL)  Seen by some on the walk from ACTS to ExplorNapo.
Fulvous Shrike-tanager  Lanio fulvus   Females seen in mixed flocks at ACTS Field Station a couple of times [peruvianus].

The amazing Paradise Tanager... just a shame the red rump’s not on view (Pete Morris)
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Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo   Common and widespread [nominate].
Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus   Common and widespread [caerulea].
Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum   Just a handful at various sites [melanoptera].
Turquoise Tanager  Tangara mexicana   Another that was seen best from the canopy walkway at ACTS [boliviana].
Paradise Tanager  Tangara chilensis   Pretty common and widespread, but always a pleasure [nominate].
Green-and-gold Tanager  Tangara schrankii   Another gaudy tanager first seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS [nominate].
Yellow-bellied Tanager  Tangara xanthogastra   Just one seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [nominate].
Opal-rumped Tanager  Tangara velia   Best views were from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [iridina].
Opal-crowned Tanager  Tangara callophrys   Best views were from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Swallow Tanager  Tersina viridis   Several seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [occidentalis].
White-bellied Dacnis ◊  Dacnis albiventris   Excellent scope views of a fine male at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Black-faced Dacnis  Dacnis lineata   Another that was first seen from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Yellow-bellied Dacnis  Dacnis flaviventer   A fine male seen in the Yarina Blackwater off the Napo near ExplorNapo Lodge.
Blue Dacnis  Dacnis cayana   A few seen, with best views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station [glaucogularis].
Short-billed Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes nitidus   A few seen with best views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station.
Purple Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes caeruleus   Several seen, again, best views from the canopy walkway [microrhynchus].
Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza   Several seen, again, best views from the canopy walkway at ACTS [caerulescens].
Golden-collared Honeycreeper  Iridoophanes pulcherrimus (NL) Seen by some at Allpahuayo-Mishana [nominate].
Guira Tanager  Hemithraupis guira   Seen well, including a fine male, at Muyuna Lodge [huambina].
Yellow-backed Tanager  Hemithraupis flavicollis   Just a few seen, the first from the canopy walkway at ACTS [peruana].
Bicolored Conebill  Conirostrum bicolor   One seen on the young island in the Napo near to the mouth of the Sucasari [minus].
Pearly-breasted Conebill ◊  Conirostrum margaritae   Great views on the island in the Napo near the mouth of the Sucasari.
Slate-colored Grosbeak  Saltator grossus   A few heard and a couple seen at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve [nominate].
Greyish Saltator  Saltator coerulescens   A few seen well on some of the river islands where they were quite vocal [azarae].
Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina   Small numbers seen at a few sites.
Caqueta Seedeater ◊  Sporophila murallae   A few seen; best views on the island in the Napo near the mouth of the Sucasari.
Lined Seedeater  Sporophila lineola   Great views of 4, including a fine male, on the young island near the mouth of the Sucasari.
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila castaneiventris   Fairly widespread in the more open areas.
Chestnut-bellied Seed Finch  Oryzoborus angolensis   A couple on Yanamono Island were the only ones seen.
Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola   A couple seen at Explorama Lodge [luteola-group].

The group at the end of a successful trip (bribed to smile with the beers!) (Pete Morris)
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MAMMALS

Brown-eared Woolly Opossum  Caluromys lanatus   The opossum we saw on the canopy walkway at ACTS.
Black-eared Opossum  Didelphis marupialis   Seen at Muyuna Lodge.
Brown-throated Sloth  Bradypus variegatus   A few seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Pygmy Marmoset  Cebuella pygmaea   A few seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Saddleback Tamarin  Saguinus fuscicollis   A few seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Black Mantle Tamarin  Saguinus nigricollis   A few seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Common Squirrel Monkey  Saimiri [sciureus] macrodon   A few seen well at ExplorNapo Lodge.
Nancy Ma’s Night Monkey  Aotus nancymaae   Two found at night and seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Colombian Red Howler Monkey  Alouatta seniculus   A group seen well along the river at Muyuna Lodge.

Pygmy Marmoset: the cutest mammal of the trip! (Pete Morris)

Nancy Ma’s Night Monkey and Kinkajou, both from Muyuna Lodge (Pete Morris)
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Black Agouti  Dasyprocta fuliginosa   A couple seen near to ACTS Field Station.
Yellow-crowned Brush-tailed Rat  Isothrix bistriata   A couple seen well in roost holes at Muyuna Lodge.
Amazon Dwarf Squirrel  Microsciurus flaviventer (NL)  One for some near to ACTS.
Northern Amazon Red Squirrel  Sciurus igniventris (NL)  One for some at the Allpahuayo-Mishana Reserve.
Kinkajou  Potus flavus   Seen well at Muyuna Lodge.
Tucuxi (Grey Dolphin)  Sotalia fluviatilis   Great views on a few occasions, especially near to Muyuna Lodge.
Boto (Pink R D, Boto)  Inia geoffrensis   Great views on a few occasions, especially near to Muyuna Lodge.
Frosted Sac-winged Bat  Saccopteryx canescens  The ones with the stripey backs I think!
Greater Bulldog Bat (G Fishing B)  Noctilio leporinus   Several seen along the waterways in the dark.

A Yellow-vrowned Brush-tailed Rat and an amazing tree frog from Muyuna, and an irridescent green beetle escaping an antswarm! (Pete Morris)
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NOTES TO THE SYSTEMATIC LIST

The most up to date referenced taxonomic list referred to in the Tour Report is that of the IOC World Bird Names. 
(Gill, F and Donsker, D  Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird Names  v8.2. Available at http://www.worldbirdnames.org

Southern Crested Caracara  Caracara plancus
A ‘crested’ caracara over the ‘young’ island in the Napo off ExplorNapo Lodge was a surprise, and assumed to be this 
species which appears to be expanding its range north, rather than a vagrant Northern Crested Caracara from the 
other side of the Andes..

Black-headed Parrot  Pionites melanocephalus
Several seen well, including brilliant views from the canopy walkway at ACTS Field Station. At Muyuna we saw a flock 
that contained at least one bird with a paler cap. The two species (Black-headed Parrot and White-bellied Parrots P. 
leucogaster) seem to meet and hybridize in this zone.

Black-headed Parrots from the canopy walkway (Pete Morris)
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APPENDIX 1

TOP 10 BIRDS OF THE TOUR

1st NOCTURNAL CURASSOW
2nd ZIGZAG HERON
3rd CRESTED OWL
4th Wattled Curassow
5th Ornate Hawk Eagle
6th Spotted Puffbird
7th White-plumed Antbird
8th Ringed Woodpecker
9th Cinnamon Neopipo
10th Sand-coloured Nighthawk

A total of 36 species received at least one vote!

Another Sand-colored Nighthawk anyone... go on then! (Pete Morris)


