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Our second recent tour to Taiwan was once again a great success. We recorded a very respectable 
210 species which was very good given that we had shortened our itinerary and made our visit later 
meaning that many wintering birds had moved on. However, the lack of Common Teals and Tufted 
Ducks was fully compensated for by Fairy Pittas, Chinese Egrets and Little Curlews! Of course, it is 
the quality of the birds that counts, rather than the quantity, and this tour oozed quality. All of the 
traditional endemics were knocked off in just a couple of days of effort and just about all of the 
hoped for targets, including those on little-known Lanyu Island, were found with great efficiency. The 
highlights were, I guess, to some degree inevitable. With multiple encounters with both of the 
fantastic endemic pheasants, they were sure to grab the headlines. The delightful little Flamecrest 
stole many hearts, as did the superb Golden Parrotbill, and we were lucky to get several opportunities 
to see the difficult endemic Taiwan (Hill) Partridge. Other highlights not yet mentioned included 
Black-faced Spoonbills, Asiatic Dowitchers, several cracking endemic laughingthrushes and scimitar-
babblers, the charismatic Taiwan Wren-Babbler, superb Taiwan Blue Magpies and highly-sought, 
widespread but localized species, such as Malayan Night Heron, Great Knot, Little Forktail, Brown 
Bullfinch and Vinaceous Rosefinch. 
 
The long flight from London to Taipei, via Bangkok, saw us arriving in Taiwan’s capital city well after 
dark, with nothing more to do than grab some sleep. Before too long we were up and enjoying (?!) 
our first breakfast, before making the short journey to the Taipei Botanical Gardens. Here, what have 
to be the most obliging and photogenic Malayan Night Herons in the world, soon had us transfixed, 
and we saw three during our gentle stroll around the gardens. Some of us were almost as entertained 
by the various workouts going on everywhere in the gardens, and we also found several common 
species such as our first Taiwan Barbets, Black Bulbuls and Grey Treepies as well as our only Yellow-
browed Warbler and Oriental Magpie-Robins of the tour. We then started heading south along 
initially congested highways, and made our way parallel to the west coast, pausing for lunch once we 
had made some ground. That afternoon we explored various coastal wetlands between Potzu and 
Beimen, and found good numbers and a good variety of wetland species. Most surprising amongst 
them was a subadult Long-tailed Skua which flew over us calling, and other species we did not 
record again included a Purple Heron and an Eastern Marsh Harrier. Waders were well represented, 
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and it was great to see good numbers of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints in fine 
summer plumage. Less common species that we found on this day included a handful of Great Knots, 
Grey-tailed Tattlers, Far Eastern Curlew, Terek Sandpipers and Broad-billed Sandpipers and perhaps 
as many as 500 Marsh Sandpipers! We also enjoyed some great views of several Yellow Bitterns, and 
by the time we’d arrived at our comfortable guest house, overlooking an ornate temple, we’d had a 
good first day. An excellent seafood dinner that night was enjoyed by all, though not everyone tried 
all of the delicacies on offer! 
 
The following morning, as we came to our senses, a few Chinese Goshawks drifted over while we 
loaded the vehicles. The ponds next to our accommodation held numerous delightful Long-toed 
Stints, and we then made our way south, via a soon-to-become-favourite 7/11 store (now they do put 
on a good breakfast spread!) to the Zengwen river mouth. This turned out to be a bit of a flop as we 
could find no spoonbills and few other birds. Feeling slightly deflated we headed back north, and 
were soon given a bolt of good fortune as we found a flock of brilliant Little Curlews wandering 
around a dry paddyfield which also housed some immaculately dressed Oriental Pratincoles! A real 
moment to savour. Further scrutiny of shorebird areas revealed at least 100 Broad-billed Sandpipers 
and a summer-plumaged Spotted Redshank, but little else new, so we headed for the Taitung district 
to begin unearthing the endemics.  
 
Our trip there was smooth, and we began to pick up new birds with each stop. A singing Yellow Tit 
was heard as we drove along and was soon performing in front of us. Soon we did not know which 
way to look as what were to become familiar species appeared in all directions! Taiwan Yuhinas, 
White-eared Sibias, Steere’s Liocichlas, White-bellied Yuhinas, Grey-chinned Minivets, Black-
throated and Green-backed Tits, Rufous-faced Warblers and Vivid Niltavas all hit us in a wave. It was 
a good introduction to the montane species, though thankfully, we had plenty more opportunities to 
see these species. 
 
We spent the next two days exploring the montane forests of the Taitung district from our base in the 
foothills. On our first morning out, we were soon watching Taiwan Bamboo Partridges on the road, 
and, soon after setting off walking, a pair of splendid Swinhoe’s Pheasants appeared on the road, 
allowing some brilliant scope views. Things were looking good, and having added some fine Rusty 
Laughingthrushes, a Taiwan Partridge appeared on the road! Sadly it sloped off pretty quickly, and 
although playback brought it in close, it refused to leave the dense cover and left us wanting more! 
More was what we got a little later when playback brought another Taiwan Partridge across an open 
area of understorey, allowing most of the group good views. We also found the often elusive Taiwan 
Barwing and other goodies included some fine Ashy Woodpigeons, a couple of elusive Taiwan 
Shortwings, a male Snowy-browed Flycatcher, more Yellow Tits and another male Swinhoe’s 
Pheasant on our journey down. That afternoon we explored some lower areas near to the hotel. 
Taiwan Blue Magpies and Red Orioles kicked the afternoon off in style, and we managed to add 
showy Taiwan and elusive Black-necklaced Scimitar-Babblers, White-bellied Green-Pigeons and 
endemic Styan’s Bulbuls before the incessant drizzle got to us. Lower down, the weather improved, 
and here we rounded the day off nicely with a showy pair of Taiwan Whistling Thrushes and 
Plumbeous Redstarts in the river, House and Pacific Swifts overhead and some Taiwan Macaques in a 
fruiting tree. 
 
The following day we had some unfinished business, and headed back to the mountains, in rather 
inclement weather, to look for the endemic Mikado Pheasant. It took a bit of effort and a little 
frustration, but eventually we saw a female cross the track briefly and then found a stunning pair 
feeding on yellow flower heads by the side of the track. Euphoria swept through the group as we 
enjoyed this very special encounter. We also had a few other moments to cherish as we enjoyed our 
first very special Flamecrests and Collared Bush Robins and had Alishan Bush Warblers creeping 
round our feet. Endemic Taiwan Fulvettas and White-whiskered Laughingthrushes showed well, 
Ferruginous Flycatchers put on a good display and most of us managed to see Taiwan Shortwing and 
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Taiwan Wren-Babbler, though both were, as usual, rather sneaky! Heading back down, a pair of 
Black Eagles showed well, and we arrived at lunch, smug with success! That afternoon we went to 
some other areas in the lowlands in search of a few new species. Once again, this proved to be very 
successful as we found the endemic subspecies of Common Pheasant, Japanese (or is it Oriental?) 
Skylarks, and several Taiwan Laughingthrushes (split from Hwamei), and we saw a few migrants 
including a mixed flock of Green-headed and Eastern Yellow Wagtails, a few Richard’s Pipits and a 
flock of Oriental Pratincoles and Pacific Golden Plovers which also contained a Ruddy Turnstone! 
The Pygmy Hippopotamus in a pen was more of a surprise! 
 
Early the following morning we enjoyed some great views of some now familiar species such as 
Taiwan Blue Magpies and Red Orioles as well as Grey-capped Woodpeckers, and also added some 
unbeatable views of Black-necklaced Scimitar Babblers. We then pottered along to Taitung Airport in 
good time for our flight over to Lanyu Island. On arrival on Lanyu (or Orchid) Island, we were met by 
our very enthusiastic local guide, and having torn ourselves away from a Silver-backed Needletail 
that was screaming over the hill, we were guided straight to the nest of a pair of Japanese Paradise 
Flycatchers, and soon saw both of the parents visiting the nest. Brown-eared Bulbuls and Lowland 
White-eyes were soon added, and as we made our way along the road, we stopped for anything of 
interest – and there was plenty! First up was a superb flock of four Chinese Egrets in splendid summer 
dress, with another equally ornate single later on. We made an extensive stop at a dry creek where, 
as well as another superb pair of Japanese Paradise Flycatchers, we also found some excellent 
perched Whistling Green Pigeons, and found a Northern Boobook in broad daylight. Blue Rock 
Thrushes of the attractive philippensis subspecies were fairly frequent and a couple of Eastern Reef 
Egrets were found on the shoreline. We then paused for lunch before making a stop at another area of 
forest where, despite hearing many, the Lanyu Scops Owls seemed well hidden. A couple of 
Philippine Cuckoo-Doves showed well and then some sharp spotting saved valuable drinking time as 
a Lanyu Scops Owl became our second owl of the day to be scoped in broad daylight! 
 
There was little pressure the following morning, so we opted to look for migrants. There were a few 
around, including several Brown Shrikes and Olive-backed Pipits, a couple of Little Buntings and, 
best of all, a male Chestnut-cheeked Starling. Some tarot fields held a few shorebirds and wagtails, 
and we found a smart longipennis Common Tern feeding offshore, but it was feeling like we’d 
cleaned up so we opted for an early flight off the island, which, after a bit of lobbying, we all got on 
to. Back on the mainland, we looked at several more wetland areas, adding more views of goodies 
such as Chinese Egret, Far Eastern Curlew and Great Knot. We also found a pair of Barred 
Buttonquails and enjoyed a few migrants such as Oriental Reed Warbler and Black-faced Bunting. As 
we headed along north along the coast, we stopped a couple of times, adding a fine Crested 
Goshawk and some attractive Black-naped Terns, but we failed to find a suitable venue to watch the 
premiership showdown that evening! 
 
The following morning we explored the Taroko river mouth. There was not a great deal to write 
home about on the estuary itself, other than a Peregrine, three Eurasian Whimbrels and Richard’s and 
Red-throated Pipits, but the adjacent scrub held Bright-capped Cisticolas, and, surprisingly, a flock of 
Chestnut-cheeked Starlings that contained another surprise in the form of a White-cheeked Starling! 
We then headed up the twisting road which follows the river into the amazing Taroko Gorge, and 
spent some time admiring the incredible sheer cliffs and rushing river. A few stops produced nesting 
Asian House Martins and then some showy Taiwan Whistling Thrushes, and higher up we found 
Brown Dippers and a delightful pair of Little Forktails that were feeding their two recently fledged 
young. Our destination was Wushe, and after a fine lunch in a charming restaurant we made our way 
up to a high pass known as the Wuling Pass. Around the pass and in a nearby area of bamboo-
dominated forest we added a number of interesting species including a trio of Alpine Accentors, 
some superb Vinaceous Rosefinches, a fabulous flock of Golden Parrotbills, Taiwan (or Sombre) Bush 
Robins and some remarkable Flamecrests in full flaming display! 
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We spent two whole days in the Wushe area, though to be fair, much of the first day was a wash-out, 
the only fun being our chats with the hilarious Taiwanese climatologist there! During our time, much 
time was spent at mid-altitudes where we found the endemic Rufous-capped Laughingthrush to be 
common. Here we also had more chances to see the elegant Swinhoe’s Pheasant and Taiwan 
Partridge (another two good sightings!) as well as our only Besra and (seen) Large Hawk-Cuckoo of 
the trip. White-backed Woodpeckers, a fine Collared Owlet (with prey!), some elusive Dusky 
Fulvettas and a brilliant and showy male White-tailed Robin added to the enjoyment. Lower down, 
near to our hotel, we were pleased to find perky little Vinous-throated Parrotbills, Striated Prinias and 
a vociferous Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler. We also made a trip to Aowanda, seeing a singing 
Oriental Cuckoo on the way. Here, we failed to find the hoped-for Varied Tit, but enjoyed the 
wonderful forest and found a few other bits and bobs such as a very tame Taiwan Bamboo Partridge, 
some fine Yellow Tits and some super-close Silver-backed Needletails, and found a peculiar-looking 
Mole-Shrew.  
 
Before leaving Wushe, we decided to go back up the mountain one more time, and here we were 
delighted to find a confiding pair of Brown Bullfinches as well as many of our old friends. We then 
made a detour down to Huisun Forest where Taiwan Blue Magpies and a confiding Malayan Night 
Heron really stole the show, and we finally caught up with the elusive endemic form of Varied Tit! 
We then continued on through the central highlands to Alishan, arriving just in time for the 
productive afternoon session. In no time at all we had knocked off the targets with Taiwan Bullfinch 
and Spotted (or should it be Spotless!) Nutcracker being found quickly and other interesting species 
included more Golden Parrotbills and both Taiwan and Collared Bush Robins. As we headed down 
towards our accommodation, a female Mikado Pheasant appeared at the roadside. After a while, she 
reappeared and jumped into the ditch and, on investigation, we found that she was sheltering three 
chicks in the culvert that went under the road! A remarkable end to another great day. 
 
With little new to look for, we decided to just go birding the following morning! Mrs Mikado was still 
in her tunnel and we had many great views of other familiar friends and even found an unexpected 
Pale Thrush on the road! We then headed back down to the steamy lowlands, picking up a female 
Russet Sparrow as we went, and headed straight for the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Reserve where we 
saw... Pheasant-tailed Jacanas! They were great, there were several of them and they were in 
immaculate breeding plumage. We also had great views of two pairs of Greater Painted-Snipes, 
found our first Cinnamon Bittern and also added Common Snipe and a female Mallard (yippee!!). 
 
At the coast, our scrutiny of the tern flocks failed to yield the lottery jackpot (a Chinese Crested Tern), 
but got us the next best thing, some great advice from a local birder. We were soon following him to 
some saltpans where we immediately found 22 Black-faced Spoonbills which showed superbly. 
Further scrutiny of the pans revealed a male and a superb female Red-necked Phalarope, a couple of 
(Eastern) Black-tailed Godwits, and, best of all, two smart Asiatic Dowitchers. The shear numbers of 
other waders present was highly impressive, and by the time we moved on, we felt like we had 
finished the wetlands! 
 
Dawn the following morning saw us straining our ears for wolf-whistles, and after some effort we 
homed in on our target, a fantastic Fairy Pitta. This really was the icing on the cake, and we soaked 
up the colours of this gem for some time as it sat singing in the scope! We then drove back to Taipei 
via Amnashan. Here we saw an obliging Taiwan Wren-Babbler and yet another Swinhoe’s Pheasant, 
and were able to admire the stunning forest, but not for long, as the heavens opened and forced us to 
retreat. Back in Taipei, we had a fine last meal and reflected on what had been a fantastic and 
successful tour to this wonderful island. We thanked our hard working driver guides who had done 
such a good job in looking after us and helping us to see as much as we had. We also visited their 
lovely book and souvenir shop, though our souvenir shopping trip to a lady’s clothes shop should 
perhaps remain our secret!! 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, 
BirdLife International’s magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, 
and updates on the BirdLife website: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html 
 
For endemic subspecies comments, I have made reference to Spotlight on Taiwan – Endemic 
subspecies of Taiwan birds – first impressions by Nigel Collar, which was published by the Oriental 
Bird Club (http://www.orientalbirdclub.org) in BirdingASIA 2, December 2004. 
 
 
PODICIPEDIDAE 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis: Common in the wetland complex north of Tainan (including the 

Beimen and Putai areas), and also seven at the river mouths near to Taitung. 
Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena  (NL): A surprise find for Chris and Adri when the back 

vehicle became separated near to the Chishui River. 
 
PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo: Just one individual in the wetland complex north of Tainan. 
 
ARDEIDAE 
Yellow Bittern  Ixobrychus sinensis: We enjoyed some very good views of several in the wetland 

complex north of Tainan, a couple of which posed beautifully in the scope. 
Cinnamon Bittern  Ixobrychus cinnamomeus: A single showed well at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana 

reserve, and we saw another later that day at the productive salt pans at Putai. 
Malayan Night Heron  Gorsachius melanolophus: This species kicked the tour off in style with three, 

including one on a nest, giving brilliant views in Taipei Botanical Gardens. In addition, 
we saw another showy individual on a lawn at Huisun Forest. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax: Common and fairly widespread in the lowlands, 
with a maximum count of c200 in the wetland complex north of Tainan. 

Striated Heron (Little H)  Butorides striatus: A couple showed well on Lanyu Island. 
Eastern Cattle Egret  Bubulcus coromandus: Common and fairly widespread in the lowlands, 

including many flocks of migrants. The stunning rich summer plumage, characteristic of 
this form, was apparent on many of the birds we saw. 

Chinese Pond Heron  Ardeola bacchus: Bill saw one from the vehicle near to Beimen, and then we 
found a single on Lanyu Island and then saw another at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana 
Reserve towards the end of the tour. 

Chinese Egret (Swinhoe’s E)  Egretta eulophotes: Brilliant views of a flock of four and a single on 
Lanyu Island, and a couple more were found at an estuary near to Taitung. They really 
are lovely birds in summer plumage. This species has a small, declining population, 
principally as a result of the reclamation of tidal mudflats and estuarine habitats for 
industry, infrastructure development and aquaculture. These factors qualify it as 
Vulnerable according to BirdLife International. By the end of the 19th century, it had 
almost been extirpated by trade in its plumes and persecution. Today, the greatest threat 
is habitat loss and degradation and through pollution. Fishers in Liaoning, China, collect 
eggs for food and breeding birds are threatened by disturbance. The rapid decline of a 
colony at Shin-do, South Korea, in the early 1990s, was apparently a result of disturbance 
by photographers. 
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Pacific Reef Egret  Egretta sacra: A couple noted on Lanyu Island, and a single on a nest at the Tropic 
of Cancer monument. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta: Common and widespread in the lowlands, including Lanyu Island. 
Intermediate Egret (Plumed Egret)  Egretta intermedia: Common and widespread with up to 120 noted 

in a day in the wetlands around Beimen and Putai. 
Great Egret  Egretta alba: Also common, especially in the wetland complex north of Tainan where we 

noted up to 400 in a day. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea: Most of those that we saw were in the wetland complex north of Tainan, 

where we recorded up to 50 in a day. 
Purple Heron  Egretta purpurea: A single near to the Peikang River, near to Potzu, was the only one 

of the tour. 
 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
Black-faced Spoonbill  Platalea minor: We were unable to find any at their main wintering ground 

near the mouth of the Zengwen River, and things were not looking good. However, we 
went on to see at least 22 first summer birds in the excellent salt pan complex near to 
Putai, and enjoyed prolonged views of these rare birds. This spoonbill is listed as 
Endangered by BirdLife International because it has a very small population, split into 
several small sub-populations, that is believed to be undergoing a continuing decline 
owing to loss of habitat to industrial development, land reclamation, and pollution. A 
lack of baseline data makes identifying a population trend problematic, but if the 
apparent recent increases are confirmed as genuine, the species may warrant down-
listing in the future. Recent speculation suggests that pollution from pesticides is most 
congruent with demographic history, in terms of scale and timing of declines and 
subsequent recovery, as an explanation of past population reduction. However, habitat 
destruction is probably the biggest threat currently. The main wintering grounds are 
threatened by industrial development, particularly a key site in Taiwan (where we went) 
and also in China, and reclamation, especially in South Korea, Japan and China. 
Economic development in China has converted many coastal wetlands into aquaculture 
ponds and industrial estates. Pollution remains a major threat to birds wintering in Hong 
Kong. An outbreak of botulism at one of the major wintering sites killed 73 birds 
representing 7% of the world population from December 2002 to February 2003. 
Increasing levels of disturbance by fishermen and tourists and also hunting are threats in 
China and Vietnam. In addition, fishermen in China collect waterbird eggs at nesting 
sites. 

 
ANATIDAE 
Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope: We found about 25 lingering birds in the ponds at Putai. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos: A single female (possibly of dubious origin, but let’s not lose any sleep 

over that!) was found at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Reserve. 
Chinese Spot-billed Duck  Anas zonorhyncha: Just a few records of small numbers from lowland 

wetlands. 
Northern Pintail  Anas acuta: We found five lingering birds in the ponds at Putai 
Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata: A single drake was found with the other ducks at Putai. 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
Crested Honey Buzzard (Oriental Honey Buzzard)  Pernis ptilorhynchus  (NL): Bill saw what was 

presumably a tired migrant from the vehicle in Taipei, but that was the only sighting. 
Most birds had presumably already moved through. 
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Crested Serpent Eagle  Spilornis cheela: Probably the most common resident raptor. We noted a total 
of 14 individuals from widely scattered sites, some of which gave very good views. Collar 
(2004) considered the form concerned, hoya, to be a valid and well-marked endemic 
subspecies. 

Eastern Marsh Harrier  Circus spilonotus: A single near to the Peikang River, near to Potzu, was a 
surprise at the beginning of the tour. Sadly it disappeared pretty rapidly. 

Besra  Accipiter virgatus: We heard the distinctive calls several times on one morning near to Wushe, 
and had reasonable views of a single in flight there. Collar (2004) considered the form 
concerned, fuscipectus, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Crested Goshawk  Accipiter trivirgatus: A total of four were seen, and these included a couple of 
perched birds that showed well, and a displaying adult when we were on the way to 
Huisun Forest. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, formosae, to be a valid but 
poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Chinese Goshawk  Accipiter soloensis: A few were seen heading over Beimen early in the morning 
but as with the other migratory raptors, most had probably moved through. 

Black Eagle  Ictinaetus malayensis: Two showed very well in the mountains above Taitung. 
 
FALCONIDAE 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus: A single was seen on Lanyu Island, and another was seen at the 

Taroko river mouth. 
 
PHASIANIDAE 
Taiwan Partridge (Taiwan Hill Partridge, Formosan Partridge)  Arborophila crudigularis: The most 

tricky of the traditional endemics to come by, we were fortunate in having several 
opportunities to see them (though not everyone saw each sighting!), with a couple of 
good sightings in the mountains above Taitung, and two more sightings one morning near 
to Wushe. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, it is confined to the 
mountains of central Taiwan, where it occurs in broadleaved forest at 700-2,300m. It was 
formerly widespread but there have been no surveys and few records in recent years, and 
its population could now be below 10,000 individuals. Although it is probably secure 
inside protected areas, it is likely to be declining elsewhere. This species is classified as 
Near Threatened because it is likely to have a moderately small population which is 
probably undergoing a decline owing to habitat loss. If surveys showed it has smaller 
population than currently thought it might have to be up-listed. 

Taiwan Bamboo Partridge  Bambusicola sonorivox: We had a remarkable total of c30 in the foothills 
above Taitung, many of which showed brilliantly on the road, and we had a few other 
encounters including an unbelievably showy individual at Aowanda Forest which posed 
in a tree very close to us. This endemic form is both morphologically and vocally very 
distinct from the mainland populations of Chinese Bamboo Partridge B. thoracica and 
should be treated as specifically distinct. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic form is 
well-marked and may merit specific status. 

Swinhoe’s Pheasant  Lophura swinhoii: Our first sighting was of a pair on the road in the hills above 
Taitung, which even allowed scope views! We went on to see several more, including 
another male here, several in the Wushe district and a male at Amnashan. A fantastic 
showing of a brilliant bird which was voted second in our ‘Bird of the Trip’ vote! 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, it is endemic to the mountains of 
central Taiwan (China). Intensive fieldwork in the early 1970s suggested that there might 
be 5,000-10,000 individuals, although a recent estimate of c.6,500 in Yushan National 
Park alone indicates that its total population is likely to exceed 10,000 birds. The species 
became extinct at several localities in the 1960s and 1970s, but it apparently remains 
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common in suitable habitat, and it has populations in several protected areas. Its numbers 
are probably stable where it is protected, but may be declining elsewhere because of a 
variety of pressures on its habitat. This pheasant has a moderately small range which is 
contracting owing to habitat degradation. It is probably secure within protected areas, but 
these are likely to become isolated in the long term owing to habitat loss outside their 
boundaries. This combination of factors qualifies this species as Near Threatened. 

Mikado Pheasant  Syrmaticus mikado: After a couple of initially brief sightings, we did very well for 
this often difficult species, seeing a brilliant pair feeding on a track in the Taitung district, 
and then we found a female, with three tiny chicks at Alishan, that was using a drainage 
tunnel under the road as her nursery! With such amazing views, it was no surprise that 
this mega-bird was our ‘Bird of the Trip’, getting top votes from everyone except Angie. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, it is found in the mountains of 
central Taiwan (China). Yushan National Park was recently estimated to hold c.10,000 
individuals, and the species is also known from several other protected areas. There may 
be some decline in its numbers outside protected areas but its high-altitude habitats are 
relatively secure and it is tolerant of secondary growth. Although probably secure inside 
protected areas, this species is suffering from persistent hunting and the problems 
associated with habitat loss. It is likely to have a moderately small population and range, 
which are declining, and it is therefore considered Near Threatened. 

Common Pheasant (Ring-necked Pheasant)  Phasianus colchicus: We enjoyed some great views of the 
endemic form formosanus in the Taitung district, especially at the farm, and saw a few 
others along the east coast. Collar (2004) considered this to be a well-marked endemic 
subspecies. 

 
TURNICIDAE 
Barred Buttonquail  Turnix suscitator: We enjoyed a couple of sightings of this tiny species along the 

east coast, both times the birds were initially crossing the road. Collar (2004) considered 
the form concerned, rostratus, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

 
RALLIDAE 
White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus: A single was noted in the wetlands near to 

Beimen, but the species was most conspicuous and easy to see on Lanyu Island. 
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus: Several in the wetland complex north of Tainan. Elsewhere, 

a couple were seen on Lanyu. 
 
JACANIDAE 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus: Great views of at least nine at the small reserve 

near to Taitung. They really were great to see in their fine summer plumage. 
 
ROSTRATULIDAE 
Greater Painted-Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis: Fabulous views of two pairs feeding right out in the 

open at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana reserve. 
 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE 
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus: Common and noisy in the wetland complex north of 

Tainan with just scattered sightings elsewhere, including a single on Lanyu Island. 
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GLAREOLIDAE 
Oriental Pratincole  Glareola maldivarum: Scattered records (including from Lanyu), mostly of small 

numbers. Notable were the showy birds in the fields with Little Curlews near to Beimen, 
and the total of c40 at the farm near to Taitung 

 
CHARADRIIDAE 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius: Just a few seen, with six south of Taitung being the only 

record of more than one. 
Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus: Greatest numbers were in the wetland complex north of 

Tainan. Despite searching, no ‘White-faced’ Plovers could be found (see 
http://www.surfbirds.com/Features/plovers1108/malayplovers.html for an explanation of 
this potentially new species.) 

Mongolian Plover (Mongolian Sand Plover)  Charadrius mongolus: Numerous at the wetland complex 
north of Tainan where up to 300 were noted in a day, with a few records from elsewhere. 

Greater Sand Plover  Charadrius leschenaultii: Much scarcer than the previous species with a total of 
just ten logged from the wetlands north of Tainan and south of Taitung. 

Pacific Golden Plover  Pluvialis fulva: Common in most wetlands with plenty of stunning breeding-
plumaged birds showing well. 

Grey Plover (Black-bellied Plover)  Pluvialis squatarola: A couple during our first afternoon of wader 
watching were the only ones of the tour. 

 
SCOLOPACIDAE 
Great Knot  Calidris tenuirostris: A total of eight were located at various spots in the wetland complex 

north of Tainan, some of which gave great views, and we saw another showy individual 
south of Taitung. 

Red-necked Stint (Rufous-necked Stint)  Calidris ruficollis: Numerous in the wetland complexes north 
of Tainan and south of Taitung, with over 500 in a day at the former. Elsewhere, a single 
was found on Lanyu Island. 

Long-toed Stint  Calidris subminuta: At least 30 of these attractive little waders were seen in the 
wetland complex north of Tainan, with singles south of Taitung and at the Pheasant-tailed 
Jacana reserve. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata: Great views of hundreds of these smart waders in the 
wetland complex north of Tainan, c30 south of Taitung, and a single on Lanyu Island.  

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea: Pretty much similar numbers and distribution to the previous 
species although on our return to the salt pans at Putai we saw an estimated 2,000, an 
impressive sight as most of them were in breeding plumage. 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina: About 100 were counted in the wetland complex north of Tainan and about 
ten were found on our return visit to the salt pans at Putai. 

Broad-billed Sandpiper  Limicola falcinellus: Good numbers were found in the salt pans near to Putai 
with up to 150 on each of our visits, and a single was found south of Taitung. The Asian 
form concerned, sibirica, is noticeably paler and more rufous in summer plumage than 
the birds that breed in Europe. Another future split? 

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago: At least five were noted at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana reserve. 
Asian Dowitcher  Limnodromus semipalmatus: We were well pleased when C-G announced he had a 

couple of dowitchers on the salt pans at Putai, and all enjoyed excellent views. I suspect 
they may well have been 1st summer (2nd calendar year birds) as the breeding plumage 
was not too advanced. This species is classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International because, although it is quite widespread, it has a moderately small 
population overall and this is thought to be in decline, owing primarily to destruction of 
its wintering grounds. An even more rapid population decline may take place in the 
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future owing to climate change. It may be particularly vulnerable to habitat loss, hunting, 
pollution and other pressures on both the breeding and wintering grounds, and also to 
the effects of climate change on its breeding grounds. 

Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa: Two were found on the ponds at Putai. The form concerned, the 
east Asian form melanuroides (Eastern Black-tailed Godwit) may merit specific status. 
Although this species is widespread and has a large global population, its numbers have 
declined rapidly in parts of its range owing to changes in agricultural practices. Overall, 
the global population is estimated to be declining at such a rate that the species qualifies 
as Near Threatened according to BirdLife International. Loss of nesting habitat owing to 
wetland drainage and agricultural intensification, and conversely, abandonment, are the 
most significant threats. Detrimental activities include the conversion of wet meadows to 
arable land, increased fertilisation and drainage of grassland, artificial flooding of nesting 
habitats, earlier and more frequent cutting, spring burning and overgrowing by scrub. On 
intensively grazed pastures, trampling is a major cause of nest loss. Habitat fragmentation 
may cause particular problems for this species, which nests in dispersed colonies and 
sub-colonies as protection against predators and may be unlikely to breed successfully in 
small areas of habitat. 

Little Curlew (L Whimbrel)  Numenius minutus: Brilliant views of a flock of eight on a dry paddyfield 
south of Beimen was a major bonus and perhaps the wader highlight of the tour? 

Eurasian Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus: A distant single was seen at Hualien at dusk, and three 
more were seen at the Taroko River the following morning. 

Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata: Small numbers (a total of five) were noted in the wetland 
complex north of Tainan. This widespread species remains common in many parts of its 
range, and determining population trends is problematic. Nevertheless, declines have 
been recorded in several key populations and overall a moderately rapid global decline is 
estimated. As a result, the species has been up-listed to Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International. 

Far Eastern Curlew  Numenius madagascariensis: Singles were noted near to Putai and again south of 
Taitung. On both occasions, the long bill, dark rump and dark underwing were apparent. 

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus: A total of four were found in the wetland complex north of 
Tainan, including some excellent summer plumaged individuals. 

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus: Up to 20 per day in the wetland complex north of Tainan, and a 
single seen on Lanyu Island. 

Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis: Very common in the wetland complex north of Tainan, 
particularly on our first visit when we recorded at least 500! 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia: Common in the wetland complex north of Tainan, where we 
recorded a daily maximum of 70. Scattered sightings elsewhere including a single on 
Lanyu Island. 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola: Small numbers (up to 40 in a day) in the wetland complex north of 
Tainan, with just a few sightings elsewhere including a couple on Lanyu Island. 

Terek Sandpiper  Xenus cinereus: About 20 were found in the wetland complex north of Tainan and a 
single was seen south of Taitung. 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos: Recorded in small numbers at various wetlands with a daily 
peak of just four at the wetland complex north of Tainan and at the estuaries south of 
Taitung. 

Grey-tailed Tattler  Heteroscelus brevipes: Small numbers of breeding-plumaged adults were found in 
the wetland complex north of Taitung, a single adult was found on Lanyu, and four more 
were seen south of Taitung. 
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Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres: Up to 20 in the wetland complex north of Tainan and one south 
of Taitung. The strangest record however, was of a single with a flock of Pacific Golden 
Plovers, at the farm near Taitung. 

Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus: Two, a male and a very smart female, were found on the 
pools at Putai on our return visit there. 

 
STERCORARIIDAE 
Long-tailed Jaeger (L-t Skua)  Stercorarius longicaudus: One of the major surprises of the tour was 

hearing a strange call at the Peikang River and looking up to see a subadult Long-tailed 
Skua, complete with decent tail projections, right overhead. To our surprise, it continued 
inland over the fields until it was lost to sight! A rarely recorded passage migrant in 
Taiwan. 

 
LARIDAE 
Black-headed Gull (Common B-h G)  Larus ridibundus: A distant single was seen at Hualien at dusk. 

It caused some initial excitement when I thought it may be a Saunders’s Gull, but it soon 
revealed it’s true identity when it took flight. 

 
STERNIDAE 
Caspian Tern  Sterna caspia: Reasonable numbers were seen in the wetland complex north of Tainan, 

with up to 40 in a day. 
Greater Crested Tern  Sterna bergii: Locally common on the coast north of Tainan where flocks of up 

to 200 were scrutinized, but failed to reveal anything more exciting in their ranks! 
Black-naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana: At least four were noted on and around a rock stack near to the 

Tropic of Cancer. A smart bird that is always nice to see. 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo: A few of the smart black-billed longipennis subspecies were noted. 

The first was on Lanyu Island, and we saw a dozen more that afternoon south of Taitung. 
We also saw three in the tern flock at the Chishui River. 

Little Tern  Sterna albifrons: Common in the wetland complex north of Tainan, and also about fifteen 
in the estuaries south of Taitung. 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus: Also locally very common at the wetland complex north of 
Tainan, we estimated c500 there one morning, when many appeared to be moving 
through. 

 
COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Dove  Columba livia: Common, widespread and worthless! All feral of course. 
Ashy Wood Pigeon  Columba pulchricollis: Not uncommon in the montane forests of Taitung and 

Wushe districts. Often seen just clattering off, a few did show very well in the scope, 
giving us time to admire the pale eyes and subtle plumage. 

Red Turtle Dove (Red Collared Dove)  Streptopelia tranquebarica: Common and widespread in the 
lowlands, even numerous at times. Is there anywhere else where this species is so 
abundant? 

Oriental Turtle Dove (Rufous Turtle Dove)  Streptopelia orientalis: Fairly common between the 
Taitung and Taroko districts, with just a few others elsewhere. The large gatherings on the 
very high wires near our hotel were impressive! Collar (2004) considered the proposed 
endemic form orii to be indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 

Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis: Widespread and locally fairly common in the lowlands and 
around human habitation. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form formosa 
to be indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 
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Philippine Cuckoo-Dove  Macropygia tenuirostris: A couple showed well on Lanyu. On our checklist, 
we recorded them as Brown Cuckoo-Dove M. amboinensis. The taxonomy of the ‘Brown 
Cuckoo-Dove’ complex is a little complicated. This form (which is endemic to the 
Philippines and Lanyu Island in Taiwan) was formerly lumped (along with Brown 
Cuckoo-Dove M. phasianella of Australia) in Slender-billed Cuckoo-Dove M. 
amboinensis (of Wallacea and New Guinea) with the name Brown (or sometimes 
Slender-billed) Cuckoo-Dove being used for the enlarged species. I hope that’s clear! 

Emerald Dove  Chalcophaps indica: A few fleeting sightings in the Taitung district, on Lanyu Island 
and at Huben. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form formosana to be 
indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 

White-bellied Green Pigeon  Treron sieboldii: A few showed very well in the foothills of the Taitung 
district, and we saw another female very well on the way down from Alishan, causing a 
fair bit of amusement to some local people. Collar (2004) considered the form 
concerned, sororius, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Whistling Green Pigeon  Treron formosae: A total of eight were seen on Lanyu, some of which 
showed very well in the scope. The taxonomy of the T. formosae complex needs review. 
The Taiwanese form formosae (now restricted to Lanyu, but possibly surviving in extreme 
south Taiwan proper) differs from the Ryukyu forms (permagnus and medioximus) in 
having a golden-bronze rather than a green crown, amongst other differences. Probably 
they should be treated as specifically distinct, with the Ryukyu forms becoming Ryukyu 
Green Pigeon T. permagnus. (However, medioximus is not as differentiated as 
permagnus.) The fourth form, filipina of the northernmost Philippines, is little studied but, 
compared with formosae, has a blue rather than red iris, plus some additional differences, 
and may represent a third species. This species is classified as Near Threatened by 
BirdLife International because it is thought to have a moderately small population which 
is declining throughout its range, mainly as a result of hunting and habitat degradation. If 
the Lanyu form were split off, it would surely qualify as Endangered. Collar (2004) was 
unable to establish the distinctiveness of this subspecies with the material available in the 
British Museum, but does state that it may merit specific status 

 
CUCULIDAE 
Large Hawk-Cuckoo  Hierococcyx sparverioides: A few heard and one seen in response to playback 

in Wushe district. 
Oriental Cuckoo  Cuculus saturatus: A group of three cuckoos seen briefly by Pete in the foothills of 

Taitung district were assumed to be this species. Elsewhere, a single was seen extremely 
well singing from a roadside wire near to Wushe, and a few others were heard. 

Lesser Coucal  Centropus bengalensis: First seen at the farm in Taitung district, they were reasonably 
conspicuous on Lanyu Island. 

 
STRIGIDAE 
Mountain Scops Owl  Otus spilocephalus  (H): Sadly, we only heard a few and all of those were 

distant, so we never really got close! Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, 
hambroecki, to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Lanyu Scops Owl  Otus botelensis: The lazy approach worked well with this one. Several were heard 
calling while it was still light on Lanyu Island, and some great spotting by Chris saved 
some valuable drinking time! This endemic form on Lanyu has historically been lumped 
in Ryukyu Scops Owl O. elegans, but it has now been shown to differ morphologically 
and vocally from the birds in the Ryukyu Islands and should be treated as specifically 
distinct. On the basis of vocalizations, calayensis from Calayan Island off the northern 
Philippines should probably also be treated as distinct species (Calayan Scops Owl). The 
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birds on Japan’s Daito islands (interpositus) have not been studied. BirdLife International 
lump this form in Ryukyu Scops Owl and treat the combined form as Near Threatened. If 
treated as a full species, it would surely need to be up-listed. Collar (2004) was unable to 
establish the distinctiveness of this subspecies with the material available in the British 
Museum. 

Collared Owlet  Glaucidium brodiei: We heard a few and got great views of a single in Wushe 
district. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, pardalotum, to be a valid and well-
marked endemic subspecies. 

Northern Boobook  Ninox japonica: We were pleased to get great views of one in broad daylight on 
Lanyu Island. Beaman (1994) lumps this form (and the other related forms) in Brown 
Hawk Owl N. scutulata. However, a recent paper suggested that the Brown Hawk Owl 
complex should be split into three species and we have followed this treatment. The 
forms are: Northern Boobook N. japonica (breeding in northern China, southeast Siberia, 
Korea, Japan and Taiwan with some populations wintering in southeast Asia, the 
Philippines and Indonesia); Brown Boobook N. scutulata (resident from India through 
southeast Asia to Sumatra, Java, Borneo and Palawan) and Chocolate Boobook N. randi 
(resident in the Philippines except Palawan). Note: The name Northern Hawk-Owl 
should not be used for this species as this is already widely used for Surnia ulula! 

 
CAPRIMULGIDAE 
Savanna Nightjar  Caprimulgus affinis  (H): Small numbers were heard from the hotel balcony in 

Douliou town . 
 
APODIDAE 
Silver-backed Needletail  Hirundapus cochinchinensis: A couple of needletails seen briefly in the 

lowlands near to Taitung were probably this species. We were then treated to excellent 
views of a single on Lanyu and at least ten showed brilliantly and at close range at 
Aowanda. Formerly lumped in White-throated Needletail H. caudacutus. The form on 
Taiwan is formosanus. There is plenty of confusion in the literature over which species of 
needletail is present on Taiwan! 

Fork-tailed Swift (Pacific Swift)  Apus pacificus: Scattered records of up to 20 per day, including on 
Lanyu. An elegant species that we were able to compare side by side with the following 
species. 

House Swift  Apus nipalensis: Fairly widespread from the lowlands to the foothills, including on 
Lanyu, and locally common. Collar (2004) was unable to establish the validity of the 
endemic subspecies kuntzi with the material available in the British Museum. 

 
ALCEDINIDAE 
Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis: Several seen in the wetland complex north of Tainan. Elsewhere, 

a few were seen on Lanyu. 
 
CAPITONIDAE 
Taiwan Barbet (Gould’s Barbet)  Megalaima nuchalis: First seen in Taipei on our first morning, they 

were fairly widespread in small numbers especially in the lowlands and foothills. The 
oorti complex is best treated as three species; Black-browed Barbet M. oorti (including 
annamensis) in SE Asia, Chinese Barbet M. faber (including sini) in Hainan and S China 
and M. nuchalis in Taiwan. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic form is well-marked 
and may merit specific status. 
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PICIDAE 
White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos: A single was seen briefly by Chris in the foothills 

above Taitung, and we went on to see another four in the Wushe district (including some 
fine views) and we went on to see another at Alishan. Collar (2004) considered the form 
concerned, insularis, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Grey-capped Woodpecker  Dendrocopos canicapillus: Small numbers in the foothills of Taitung 
district (even in the hotel garden) and also seen at Aowanda, Huisun and Huben. Collar 
(2004) considered the form concerned, kaleensis, to be a valid but poorly-marked 
endemic subspecies. 

 
PITTIDAE 
Fairy Pitta  Pitta nympha: After a bit of a sweat, we were delighted with our wonderful views of this 

smart bird at Huben. Second favourite for Nelson, and also scoring highly in Bill, Annie, 
Brian and Adri’s top sixes, and our third favourite overall. This beautiful pitta qualifies as 
Vulnerable according to BirdLife International because its population is suspected to be 
rapidly declining owing to deforestation in its breeding range, principally for agriculture 
and timber, locally compounded by trapping for the cagebird trade. 

 
ALAUDIDAE 
Japanese Skylark  Alauda japonica: Scattered records of small numbers from the lowlands – best 

studied at the farm in Taitung district. The endemic form wattersi of Taiwan is sometimes 
merged with the form in the Philippines. It seems somewhat intermediate between 
Oriental Skylark A. gulgula (the species in which it is more usually included) and 
Japanese Skylark in characters though may be (as here) better included with Japanese 
Skylark A. japonica?? 

 
HIRUNDINIDAE 
Grey-throated Martin (Grey-throated Sand Martin)  Riparia chinensis: Fairly common in the wetland 

complex north of Tainan, with scattered sightings from other locations. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica: Widespread (including Lanyu) and often very common. 
Pacific Swallow  Hirundo tahitica: Common in small numbers throughout the trip. The Yellow 

Wagtail-like call can cause confusion at times. 
Striated Swallow  Hirundo striolata: Good numbers noted around Beimen at the beginning of the tour 

with scattered sightings for the rest of the trip. 
Asian House Martin  Delichon dasypus: Scattered records of up to 30 from mountain areas, including 

several nesting pairs in the old tunnels along the Taroko Gorge. 
 
MOTACILLIDAE 
Richard’s Pipit  Anthus richardi: Several showed well at the large farm in the Taitung district and 

another was found on the beach near to the Taroko river mouth. The calls of this species 
are highly distinctive. 

Olive-backed Pipit  Anthus hodgsoni: A single was seen briefly in the mountains of Taitung district, 
and we went on to see several more passage migrants, some of which showed very well, 
in the paddyfields on Lanyu. 

Red-throated Pipit  Anthus cervinus: We had a few brief fly-overs and then saw one very well on the 
beach near to the Taroko river mouth. 

Green-headed Wagtail  Motacilla [flava] taivana: Great views of at least five at the large farm in the 
Taitung district, with a couple of others noted at the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Reserve. 
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail (Alaska Wagtail)  Motacilla [flava] tschutschensis: This eastern Blue-headed 
Wagtail-like bird was the more common of the ‘Yellow Wagtails’. Many flyovers were 
not assigned to form. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea: A total of just seven were noted, four of which were along the small 
river on Lanyu Island. 

Amur Wagtail  Motacilla [alba] leucopsis: Small numbers were seen at scattered locations throughout 
the tour. 

East Siberian Wagtail  Motacilla [alba] ocularis: A couple of brief looks at a migrant on Lanyu Island. 
 
CAMPEPHAGIDAE 
Large Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina macei: Heard a few times in the Wushe district where we were able to 

get some good looks at a pair. 
Grey-chinned Minivet  Pericrocotus solaris: This attractive species was fairly widespread in small 

numbers in foothill and mountain areas. 
 
PYCNONOTIDAE 
Collared Finchbill  Spizixos semitorques: Fairly common in Taitung, Wushe and Douliou districts. 

Taiwan is a great place to catch up with this species. Collar (2004) considered the form 
concerned, cinereicapillus, to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Styan’s Bulbul  Pycnonotus taivanus: Very common in the eastern lowlands and foothills from the 
Taitung district up to the mouth of the Taroko River. Mercifully the hybridization rate 
with Chinese Bulbul P. sinensis in the recent zone of contact around Taroko seems low 
and in fact relatively unchanged since 1990, so concerns that taivanus might be 
genetically swamped by sinensis seem rather pessimistic. However, BirdLife International 
classify the species as Vulnerable. They state that “the key threat is hybridisation with the 
closely related Chinese Bulbul, which is spreading as a consequence of habitat alteration. 
The ranges of both species increasingly overlap, as both species occur in agricultural 
habitats, resulting in frequent hybridisation. This process has been accelerated by releases 
of Chinese Bulbul for religious purposes. It is possible that genetically pure populations 
will be lost within 20 years. Habitat alteration for agriculture and urbanisation are threats 
throughout its range, and extinction has already occurred in Ilan county, where it has 
been completely replaced by Chinese Bulbul.” 

Chinese Bulbul (Light-vented Bulbul)  Pycnonotus sinensis: Widespread and often very common in 
the western lowlands and foothills, extending high into the mountains in Wushe district. 
We also saw one on Lanyu Island which was a bit of a surprise. I guess it may have been 
an escape? Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, formosae, to be a valid but 
poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Brown-eared Bulbul  Hypsipetes amaurotis: Common on Lanyu where they are noisy and 
conspicuous. The endemic subspecies nagamichii is restricted to Lanyu Island and 
southern Taiwan. Collar (2004) was unable to establish the distinctiveness of this 
subspecies with the material available in the British Museum. 

Black Bulbul  Hypsipetes leucocephalus: Fairly common at lower altitudes, reaching to middle 
altitudes in Wushe district. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, nigerrimus, to 
be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. Indeed, with the grey panel in the wings 
and tail, it looks pretty different! 

 
CINCLIDAE 
Brown Dipper  Cinclus pallasii: We enjoyed some great views of two along the river above the Taroko 

Gorge. 
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TROGLODYTIDAE 
Winter Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes: A couple were seen and heard in the bamboo dominated 

forest near to the Wuling Pass. The song is distinctly higher-pitched than European birds. 
Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, taivanus, to be a valid but poorly-marked 
endemic subspecies. 

 
PRUNELLIDAE 
Alpine Accentor  Prunella collaris: We were pleased to find three at the roadside at the Wuling (or 

Hehuanshan) pass which were remarkably tame and showy. Collar (2004) was unable to 
establish the validity of the proposed endemic subspecies fennelli with the material 
available in the British Museum. 

 
TURDIDAE 
Taiwan Shortwing  Brachypteryx goodfellowi: Fairly common at high altitudes in Taitung, Wushe, 

Alishan and Amnashan districts, but far easier to hear than see. That said, with 
persistence, we did all get some good views in the end! This endemic form is 
morphologically and vocally distinct from other forms of White-browed Shortwing B. 
montana, differing in particular in having a ‘feminized’ male plumage, and should be 
treated as specifically distinct. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic form is well-marked 
and may merit specific status. 

Taiwan Bush Robin (Sombre Bush Robin)  Tarsiger formosanus: We first saw this retiring species in 
the bamboo dominated forest near to the Wuling Pass, where we eventually found an 
obliging singing bird. Later in the trip we saw another singing male in Alishan district. 
This endemic form is both morphologically and vocally very distinct from the mainland 
populations of White-browed Bush Robin T. indicus, differing in particular in having a 
‘feminized’ male plumage, and should be treated as specifically distinct. Collar (2004) 
considered this form to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Collared Bush Robin  Tarsiger johnstoniae: We first saw this stunning endemic in the mountains of 
Taitung district, and we went on to see others around Wushe and Alishan. A really 
quality bird! 

Plumbeous Redstart (Plumbeous Water Redstart)  Rhyacornis fuliginosus: Small numbers were seen 
along numerous suitable rivers, including good views of males and the very different 
females. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, affinis, to be a valid but poorly-
marked endemic subspecies. 

White-tailed Robin  Cinclidium leucurum: Fairly common in the montane forests of Taitung, Wushe 
and Alishan districts, but once again, a species that was far easier to hear than see. 
However, one notable performer literally brightened our morning in the Wushe area as 
he displayed his electric blue patches! Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, 
montium, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Oriental Magpie Robin  Copsychus saularis: We saw a couple of these introduced birds singing 
sweetly in the Taipei Botanical Gardens. 

White-rumped Shama  Copsychus malabaricus  (H): The rich song could be heard in a bamboo-filled 
gulley at Huben, but we made no attempt to see it as we had more important pitta 
priorities! This is a recently introduced species in Taiwan. 

Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius: A single was seen briefly on our drive from Beimen to the 
Taitung district, but then it proved to be pretty common around the coasts of Lanyu, with 
several males in song. Here represented by the very smart chestnut-bellied philippensis 
race which perhaps merits specific status? Contrary to the literature, the species showed 
behaviour indicative of breeding on Lanyu such as song-flighting and other apparent 
territorial behaviour. 
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Taiwan Whistling Thrush (Formosan Whistling Thrush)  Myophonus caeruleus: We enjoyed plenty of 
good sightings of this smart endemic which we first recorded in the foothills of Taitung 
district. Perhaps our best views were in the Taroko Gorge. 

Scaly Thrush  Zoothera dauma: Surprisingly, we just saw a single bird in the mountains of Taitung 
district. The form breeding on Taiwan has never been named scientifically and is of 
uncertain affinities. The situation is complicated by the fact that White’s Thrush Z. aurea, 
which was formerly lumped in Z. dauma, winters in Taiwan. The Taiwanese population 
may represent a distinct island species, analogous to Amami Thrush Z. major, or they 
could refer to either Z. aurea or Z. dauma. 

Pale Thrush  Turdus pallidus: A single at Alishan was a late winter visitor. 
Little Forktail  Enicurus scouleri: Brilliant views of a pair with two fledged juveniles at a small stream 

above the Taroko Gorge. A good spot by Angie and a species that C-G was very keen to 
see. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form fortis to be indistinct and 
possibly not a valid taxa. 

 
SYLVIIDAE 
Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler  Cettia fortipes: Great views close to our hotel in Wushe, after some 

scouting from various group members. The endemic form robustipes may possibly 
represent a distinct species, although morphological differences are slight apart from the 
much longer (and somewhat finer) bill and the song is very similar to that of mainland 
forms. Confusingly, the vernacular name for this form, Taiwan Bush Warbler, has 
sometimes been used as an alternative to Alishan Bush Warbler for Bradypterus 
alishanensis. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic form is well-marked and may merit 
specific status. 

Yellowish-bellied Bush Warbler  Cettia acanthizoides: Fairly common at high altitudes in Taitung, 
Wushe and Alishan districts. Although more often heard than seen, we had plenty of 
great views. This species is now a Chinese/Taiwanese endemic following the splitting off 
of the Himalayan form brunnescens as Hume’s Bush Warbler. Collar (2004) considered 
the form concerned, concolor, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Alishan Bush Warbler (Taiwan Bush Warbler)  Bradypterus alishanensis: Small numbers recorded at 
high altitudes in Taitung, Wushe, and Alishan districts (the majority heard only). With a 
bit of effort we managed to get some great looks at these creeping creatures as they 
scurried around our feet like little mice. This form was formerly lumped in Russet Bush 
Warbler B. seebohmi. The alternative name Taiwan Bush Warbler is probably best 
avoided for this species as it is also sometimes used for Cettia [fortipes] robustipes. 

Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed Warbler)  Cisticola juncidis: We heard a few, but our best views were of 
one on Lanyu Island. The form concerned tinnabulans, (which is very similar to 
brunniceps of NE Asia) seems both morphologically and vocally distinct from European 
and African birds. More than one species may be involved in the Zitting Cisticola 
complex. 

Bright-capped Cisticola (Golden-headed C)  Cisticola exilis: We found several singing birds close to 
the Taroko river mouth, two or three of which showed well. Collar (2004) was unable to 
establish the validity of the endemic subspecies volitans with the material available in the 
British Museum. 

Plain Prinia  Prinia inornata: Fairly widespread and fairly common in wetlands at lower altitudes. 
Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, flavirostris, to be a valid but poorly-marked 
endemic subspecies. 

Yellow-bellied Prinia  Prinia flaviventris: Widespread and fairly common in the wetlands. 
Striated Prinia  Prinia criniger: Our first two were near to our hotel in Wushe, and another showed 

very well on our way down from Alishan. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, 
striata, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 
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Oriental Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus orientalis: A single elusive bird was seen by some on Lanyu 
Island, and a couple more showed well south of Taitung. A winter visitor and passage 
migrant to Taiwan. 

Rufous-faced Warbler  Abroscopus albogularis: Fairly widespread and locally fairly common in 
mixed flocks, from the foothills to the montane forest. Taiwan is an excellent place to see 
this widespread but localized species. 

Yellow-browed Warbler (Inornate Warbler)  Phylloscopus inornatus: A single bird was picked out 
calling by C-G in the Taipei Botanical Gardens, and with little effort we found it feeding 
in the canopy. A winter visitor to Taiwan. 

Flamecrest  Regulus goodfellowi: This extraordinary little mite was not uncommon in the highest 
altitude forests in Taitung, Wushe and Alishan districts. The extraordinary performance 
that we were treated to at the Wuling Pass, with the bird flaring its crest out at point blank 
range, was quite incredible, and as a result it was voted 3rd in the ‘Bird of the Trip’ 
contest. 

 
MUSCICAPIDAE 
Vivid Niltava  Niltava vivida: A pretty common and regular species in all of the montane forests 

visited. The endemic nominate form is smaller than mainland oatesi and has an orange 
wedge on the throat, so may represent a distinct species, Taiwan Niltava. Collar (2004) 
considered the form concerned to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Ferruginous Flycatcher  Muscicapa ferruginea: Another reasonably widespread constituent of mixed 
flocks which was regularly encountered in small numbers in montane forest. Taiwan 
must be the best place to see this subtly attractive species. 

Grey-streaked Flycatcher  Muscicapa griseisticta: Several migrant birds were seen well on Lanyu 
Island, with at least six being seen on our second morning there. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher  Ficedula hyperythra: Single males of these pretty little flycatchers were 
seen well in Taitung and Wushe districts, and a few others were heard. The endemic 
form is innexa. Collar (2004) was unable to establish the validity of this subspecies with 
the material available in the British Museum. 

 
MONARCHIDAE 
Black-naped Monarch  Hypothymis azurea: Several brief sightings, but generally elusive until we got 

to Huben at the end of the tour, where a few showed well. Collar (2004) considered the 
form concerned, oberholseri, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Japanese Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone atrocaudata: Four (two pairs attending their nests) on 
Lanyu, the second pair of which gave great views. The subspecies concerned, 
periophthalmica, is restricted to Lanyu and the Batan Islands (of the Philippines), and 
differs from other forms in being much blacker (in the male) on the upperparts, and 
showing a buffy vent. This form is pretty distinct and may merit specific status. This 
migratory species has a moderately small range, and has declined in some areas as a 
result of habitat degradation and loss on the wintering grounds. It is therefore currently 
considered Near Threatened by BirdLife International, and should be carefully monitored. 

 
TIMALIIDAE 
Black-necklaced Scimitar Babbler  Pomatorhinus erythrocnemis: After a pretty frustrating initial 

encounter, we got some wonderful views of an obliging trio by our hotel in the Taitung 
district. Several others were subsequently heard. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic 
form is well-marked and may merit specific status, and indeed Collar split it in his 
chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig Robson, in Volume 12 of Handbook of Birds 
of the World. So currently, the nominate form on Taiwan is treated as specifically distinct 
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from the mainland Asian forms (themselves split into three species in a recent wide-
ranging review of the Asian babblers), and thus becomes a Taiwanese endemic. The 
erythrocnemis group is sometimes lumped in Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler P. 
erythrogenys. My understanding is that updates to the Clements list which appear on the 
Cornell University site (http://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/corrections) will 
adopt these changes in October, so for those of you following Clements, a few arm-chair 
ticks await! 

Taiwan Scimitar Babbler  Pomatorhinus musicus: First seen well in the foothills of Taitung district, we 
ended up seeing this species on three dates and hearing it on a few more. Collar (2004) 
agreed that this endemic form is well-marked and may merit specific status and went on 
to split this distinctive endemic form, with its large size and black breast streaking, from 
Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler P. ruficollis as part of a wide ranging review of the 
taxonomy of Asian babblers, and in his chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig 
Robson, in Volume 12 of Handbook of Birds of the World. 

Taiwan Wren-Babbler  Pnoepyga formosana: Fairly common in the montane forests of Taitung, 
Wushe and Alishan districts, but mostly only heard. Another slippery customer that 
required some persistence! We had a bit of trouble at first getting everyone good looks at 
this perky little creature, but eventually the views improved! The vocalizations of this 
endemic form are so fundamentally different from those of Pygmy Wren-Babbler P. 
pusilla of mainland Asia that it now seems absurd that it was ever lumped in that species. 
Collar (2004) considered the form concerned to be a valid and well-marked endemic 
subspecies but subsequently treated it as specifically distinct in a wide ranging review of 
the taxonomy of Asian babblers and in his chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig 
Robson, in Volume 12 of Handbook of Birds of the World. 

Rufous-capped Babbler  Stachyris ruficeps: Fairly widespread and reasonably common from the 
foothills to the highest montane forests. We recorded it on six dates, though it was more 
often heard than seen and was at times pretty elusive. Collar (2004) considered the form 
concerned, praecognita, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Vinous-throated Parrotbill  Paradoxornis webbianus: Small numbers were seen well close to our hotel 
at Wushe. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, bulomachus, to be a valid but 
poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

Golden Parrotbill  Paradoxornis verreauxi: We enjoyed some brilliant up close and personal 
experiences with small flocks of these excellent species near to Wuling Pass and at 
Alishan. Second favourite bird for Brian, Chris and Angie and fifth overall in our ‘Bird of 
the Trip’ contest. The endemic form morrisonianus differs from mainland forms in face 
pattern in particular and may represent a distinct species, Taiwan Parrotbill. Collar (2004) 
considered this form to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Rufous-capped Laughingthrush  Garrulax ruficeps: Locally common in the Wushe area, where we 
recorded up to 20 in a day. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic form is well-marked 
and may merit specific status, and indeed split this distinctive endemic form from White-
throated Laughingthrush G. albogularis as part of a wide ranging review of the taxonomy 
of Asian babblers and in his chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig Robson, in 
Volume 12 of Handbook of Birds of the World. The name Rufous-capped Laughingthrush 
is preferable to Rufous-crowned, as the rufous extends beyond the crown.  

Rusty Laughingthrush  Garrulax poecilorhynchus: Small numbers recorded from the montane forests 
Taitung and Wushe districts, and a single seen at Amnashan at the end of the tour. A very 
smart bird, and a great songster for a laughingthrush. Collar (2004) agreed that this 
endemic form is well-marked and treated it as monotypic, and thus endemic to Taiwan, 
in a recent wide-ranging review of the Asian babblers. The forms berthemyi and ricinus of 
the Chinese mainland are split off as Buffy Laughingthrush G. berthemyi. Collar also split 
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it in his chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig Robson, in Volume 12 of Handbook 
of Birds of the World. 

Taiwan Laughingthrush (Taiwan Hwamei)  Garrulax taewanus: Great views of at least three in the 
lowlands near to Taitung. Another great songster. Collar (2004) agreed that this endemic 
form is well-marked and may merit specific status, and indeed Collar went on to split this 
endemic form, which is both morphologically and vocally distinct from (Chinese) 
Hwamei G. canorus as part of a wide ranging review of the taxonomy of Asian babblers 
and in his chapter on babblers, co-authored by Craig Robson, in Volume 12 of 
Handbook of Birds of the World. The name Taiwan Hwamei should be avoided as this 
form lacks an eyebrow and the Chinese name ‘hwa-mei’ means beautiful eyebrow! This 
newly split species has been classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International 
owing to ongoing declines moderately rapid owing largely to hybridisation with the 
introduced Chinese Hwamei G. canorum. The primary threat is genetic swamping 
through hybridisation with the introduced Chinese Hwamei which is illegally imported as 
a cage bird, due to its beautiful song. Birds which have lost their vocal capacity are 
released, and a recent study found that 20% of Hwamei in a wild state in Taiwan are 
hybrids. Since it is a lowland species, habitat loss for agriculture and infrastructure 
development poses an additional threat.  

White-whiskered Laughingthrush  Garrulax morrisonianus: Fairly common at the highest altitudes in 
Taitung, Wushe and Alishan districts, and some of the birds we saw were very tame. 

Steere’s Liocichla  Liocichla steerii: One of the commonest montane endemics in Taitung, Wushe, 
and Alishan districts. As with so many species on Taiwan, they were far commoner by 
voice, but still gave many good views. 

Taiwan Barwing (Formosan Barwing)  Actinodura morrisoniana: Small numbers of these handsome 
endemics were seen in montane forests in the Taitung district. 

Taiwan Fulvetta  Alcippe formosana: This very inquisitive and confiding little bird was seen in small 
groups at high altitudes in the Taitung, Wushe and Alishan districts, sometimes 
accompanying Golden Parrotbills. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned to be a 
valid and well-marked endemic subspecies but subsequently treated it as specifically 
distinct in a wide ranging review of the taxonomy of Asian babblers and in his chapter on 
babblers, co-authored by Craig Robson, in Volume 12 of Handbook of Birds of the 
World. This endemic form was split from the Streak-throated Fulvetta A. cinereiceps of 
the Asian mainland (which has in turn been divided into two species) in the above 
literature. The mainland forms are now Streak-throated Fulvetta A. manipurensis (from 
northeast India to Vietnam and parts of Yunnan) and Grey-hooded Fulvetta A. cinereiceps 
(elsewhere in China). 

Dusky Fulvetta (Brown-capped Fulvetta)  Alcippe brunnea: Small numbers of these skulkers, mostly 
only heard, were found in the foothills of Taitung and Wushe districts, and we had many 
frustrating experiences trying to see them. However, at Huben, they seemed to be easy to 
see, and everyone quickly got some good views. 

Grey-cheeked Fulvetta  Alcippe morrisonia: Fairly widespread and often common from the foothills to 
the montane forest. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form morrisonia to 
be indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 

White-eared Sibia  Heterophasia auricularis: Common in the montane forests of Taitung, Wushe, 
Alishan and Amnashan districts. The loud and distinctive song was everywhere and it’s 
amazing how elusive they are considering they are big, bright and noisy! Nevertheless, 
we got many great looks. 

Taiwan Yuhina (Formosan Yuhina)  Yuhina brunneiceps: This endemic was common in the montane 
forests of Taitung, Wushe, Alishan and Amnashan districts and was often one of the 
major constituents of the mixed species flocks. 
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White-bellied Yuhina  Yuhina zantholeuca: A few were seen in the foothills of the Taitung district. 
 
AEGITHALIDAE 
Black-throated Tit (Red-headed Tit)  Aegithalos concinnus: Fairly common in the montane forest of 

Taitung, Wushe and Alishan districts. In mainland Asia this is a lowlands and foothills 
species, so its occurrence at quite high altitudes in Taiwan is curious and unusual. 

 
PARIDAE 
Varied Tit  Parus varius: After spending a fair amount of time looking fruitlessly for this species, we 

were delighted to get great views of several at Huisun Forest. Collar (2004) considered 
the form concerned, castaneoventris, to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Coal Tit  Parus ater: Small numbers in the high montane forests of Taitung, Wushe and Alishan 
districts. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, ptilosus, to be a valid but poorly-
marked endemic subspecies. 

Yellow Tit (Taiwan Yellow Tit)  Parus holsti: This gorgeous little bird was only seen in two areas, with 
five spread over two days in the montane forest in Taitung district and a couple at 
Aowanda near to Wushe. Fortunately they gave us some wonderful views. This scarce 
species has a moderately small range and population. It may be declining owing to 
persecution for the wild bird trade, and it is therefore considered Near Threatened by 
BirdLife International. 

Green-backed Tit  Parus monticolus: Small numbers were seen well in the montane forests 
throughout. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, insperatus to be a valid but 
poorly-marked endemic subspecies. 

 
SITTIDAE 
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea: Small numbers in the montane forests of Taitung, Wushe and 

Amnashan districts.  
 
DICAEIDAE 
Buff-bellied Flowerpecker (Fire-breasted Flowerpecker)  Dicaeum ignipectus: Recorded regularly in 

small numbers in montane forests. Our best views were in the hotel garden in the Taitung 
foothills. Collar (2004) was unable to establish the validity of the proposed endemic 
subspecies formosum with the material available in the British Museum. 

 
ZOSTEROPIDAE 
Japanese White-eye  Zosterops japonicus: Widespread and locally fairly common. 
Lowland White-eye  Zosterops meyeni: Pretty common on Lanyu, where several were seen well. This 

form, which occurs in the northern Philippines and on Lanyu (where the race is batanis, 
which also occurs on some of the Philippine islands) is sometimes placed with Japanese 
White-eye Z. japonicus. Another taxonomic muddle! 

 
ORIOLIDAE 
Red Oriole (Claret Oriole)  Oriolus ardens: What a stunner! Several seen well in the foothills of 

Taitung district, and another at Huisun Forest. It is hard to imagine why this stunning red 
and black form, which also occurs in Vietnam and adjacent China, was ever lumped in 
Maroon Oriole O. traillii of the Asian interior. 
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LANIIDAE 
Brown Shrike  Lanius cristatus: This migrant species was fairly widespread in small numbers, though 

larger numbers were present on Lanyu Island. All of those assigned top race were the 
grey-crowned lucionensis subspecies, the form that winters in the Philippines. 

Long-tailed Shrike  Lanius schach: First seen in the wetlands north of Tainan, we recorded a total of 
12 during the tour. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form formosae to be 
indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 

 
DICRURIDAE 
Black Drongo  Dicrurus macrocercus: Widespread and often common in the lowlands. Collar (2004) 

considered the form concerned, harterti, to be a valid but poorly-marked endemic 
subspecies. 

Bronzed Drongo  Dicrurus aeneus: First seen in the foothills of Taitung district, we went on to record 
this forest species in several areas. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, 
braunianus, to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

 
CORVIDAE 
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius: Small numbers in the montane forests of Taitung, Wushe and 

Alishan districts. Collar (2004) considered the form concerned, taivanus, to be a valid and 
well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Taiwan Blue Magpie (Formosan Blue Magpie)  Urocissa caerulea: We did very well for this 
spectacular endemic species with several excellent sightings, the first of which was in the 
foothills of Taitung district. Surprisingly, only myself and Bill voted for this superb 
species. 

Grey Treepie  Dendrocitta formosae: First seen in Taipei Botanical Gardens at the beginning of the 
tour and we went on to see scattered records of small numbers from the foothills and 
lowlands. 

Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica: Only seen right at the beginning of the tour with a few in Taipei and a 
few more in the wetland complex north of Tainan. 

Spotted Nutcracker (Eurasian Nutcracker)  Nucifraga caryocatactes: Great views of small numbers in 
the montane forests of Alishan. The endemic form owstoni, which has few spots, may 
represent a distinct species, Taiwan Nutcracker, but the entire N. caryocatactes complex 
is in need of taxonomic review as several species are likely to be involved. Collar (2004) 
considered the form concerned to be a valid and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

Large-billed Crow  Corvus japonensis: Very patchily distributed and curiously most frequently 
encountered in the mountains. The C. macrorhynchus (Large-billed Crow) complex is in 
the process of review. Several species are clearly involved and japonensis is now treated 
as specifically distinct, but retains the vernacular name Large-billed Crow. 

 
STURNIDAE 
White-cheeked Starling Sturnus cineraceus: It was a surprise to find one of these in a flock of 

Chestnut-cheeked Starlings at the Taroko river mouth. 
Chestnut-cheeked Starling (Red-c S)  Sturnus philippensis: A single migrant male showed brilliantly 

on roadside wires on Lanyu Island and, much to our surprise, another flock of a dozen or 
so were found at the Taroko river mouth. 

Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis: A total of five of these introduced pests were noted. 
Javan Myna  Acridotheres javanicus: Widespread and fairly common in the lowlands, though sadly 

we could not find the indigenous Crested Myna A. cristatellus despite much searching. 
Some confusion surrounds the introduced black and white myna in Taiwan (or actually 
grey and white – a good clue to their identity!), which appear to have displaced the 
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native Crested Myna from many parts of the island. Some authors consider that it is 
White-vented Myna A. grandis rather than Javan Myna A. javanicus. However, the two 
species were formerly lumped, and this has probably caused the confusion. 

 
PASSERIDAE 
Russet Sparrow  Passer rutilans: A single female was seen well by the roadside below Alishan. 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus: Common and widespread. 
 
ESTRILDIDAE 
Scaly-breasted Munia  Lonchura punctulata: Small groups were seen on three dates. 
 
FRINGILLIDAE 
Vinaceous Rosefinch  Carpodacus vinaceus: A couple of females and a brief male were found in the 

montane forest of Taitung district, but much better were the splendid males that showed 
so well up near to the Wuling Pass. They were extremely obliging and gave us some 
wonderful views. Collar (2004) considered the proposed endemic form formosanus to be 
indistinct and possibly not a valid taxa. 

Brown Bullfinch  Pyrrhula nipalensis: Following Adri’s sighting near to the hotel at Wushe, we were 
delighted to find another pair higher up the mountain that showed well to all of us. Collar 
(2004) considered the form concerned, uchidai, to be a valid and well-marked endemic 
subspecies. 

Taiwan Bullfinch (Owston’s Bullfinch)  Pyrrhula owstoni: Several of these smart birds were seen at 
Alishan, one male of which showed very well indeed. This endemic form is 
morphologically distinct from the distant mainland Asian populations of Grey-headed 
Bullfinch P. erythaca, differing in particular in having a ‘feminized’ male plumage, and 
should be treated as specifically distinct. Collar (2004) considered this form to be a valid 
and well-marked endemic subspecies. 

 
EMBERIZIDAE 
Black- faced Bunting  Emberiza spodocephala: A few brief sightings, the best of which were the 

showy bird at the river south of Taitung, and a couple near to our hotel at Wushe. A 
winter visitor to Taiwan. 

Little Bunting  Emberiza pusilla: A couple of smart migrants showed well in the paddyfields on Lanyu 
Island. 
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MAMMALS 
Red-bellied Squirrel (Belly-banded Squirrel)  Callosciurus erythraeus: Scattered records of small 

numbers, from the lowlands to the montane forest. 
Maritime Striped Squirrel (Formosan Striped Squirrel)  Tamiops maritimus: Singles in the montane 

forests of Taitung, Wushe and Amnashan districts. 
Brown Rat (introduced)  Rattus norvegicus: A single, thought to be this introduced species, was seen 

on Lanyu Island. 
Mole Shrew Anourosorex squamipes: Great views of one of these bizarre creatures at Aowanda. 

Another, possibly this species, was in the Collared Owlet’s talons! 
Taiwan Macaque  Macaca cyclopis: A few showed very well in a fruiting tree in the foothills above 

Taitung and others were seen at Alishan. 
Reeves’s Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi: Two probables were seen diving across the track in the 

montane forest of the Taitung district, and others were heard giving their barking calls. 
Domestic Goat (introduced)  Capra hircus: Common on Lanyu Island. 
Taiwan Serow  Capricornis swinhoei: A single was seen well on the track in the mountains of the 

Taitung district by some of us. 
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APPENDIX OF ADDITIONAL SPECIES RECORDED ON THE 
MATSU ISLANDS 

 
 

3 – 5 MAY 2008 
 
 

LEADER: PETE MORRIS 
 
GROUP MEMBERS: C-G CEDERLUND, CHRIS HUGHES and ANGIE PATTISON 
 
The list below is a list of additional species recorded during our short and fun visit to the Matsu 
Islands. As expected, we were too early for the terns, but the migration spectacle turned out to be as 
exciting as we had hoped for. It was a real bunting bonanza! 
 
Streaked Shearwater  Calonectris leucomelas: Several during our boat trip on the last day. 
Black Bittern  Dupetor flavicollis: A single was flushed from the side of a dam on one day but could 

not be relocated. 
Japanese Sparrowhawk  Accipiter gularis: Small numbers were identified among the migrant 

Accipiters on the island. 
Shikra  Accipiter badius: This was a strange one. A pale, red-eyed Accipiter was seen twice in the 

same area. I initially thought it was a male Chinese Goshawk, but as it circled over us it 
showed no hint of dark on the primary tips, and showed an underwing pattern like a 
Shikra. The pale dove grey upperparts surely eliminate Japanese Sparrowhawk, so Shikra 
seems the only explanation – and we saw it well! The only snag is that Shikra is not 
known from this far north up the Chinese coast, so it remains a bit of a mystery. I should 
have got some photos! 

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus: A few noted around the islands, some of which were rather dark 
looking. 

Eurasian Hobby (Northern H)  Falco subbuteo: A single, typically dashing, individual seen. 
Pintail Snipe  Gallinago stenura: Three snipe on our last day were identified as this species primarily 

on their escape flight and size. 
Swinhoe’s Snipe  Gallinago megala: A single, heavier-looking snipe, which did not fly far each time it 

was flushed, was thought to be this species. 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus: At least four seen on our last day on the islands when there were 

clearly huge numbers of migrants around. 
Bridled Tern  Sterna anaethetus  (NL): A single seen on one of our boat trips off the Matsu Islands by 

C-G. 
White-winged Tern (W-w Black T)  Chlidonias leucopterus: A few moving through at sea with all the 

other migrants on our last day. 
Black-tailed Gull  Larus crassirostris: A single immature bird on some drift wood during our first boat 

trip off the Matsu Islands. 
Greater Coucal  Centropus sinensis: A few seen and others heard. 
Sand Martin  Riparia riparia: A few noted in the hirundine flocks on the last day. 
Buff-bellied Pipit (American P)  Anthus rubescens: A couple of flyovers, one of which was heard only. 
Forest Wagtail  Dendronanthus indicus: Great views of a single which was initially on the road 

during our second day on the island 
Eastern Grey-headed Wagtail  Motacilla [flava] macronyx: A single was picked out from a mixed flock 

of wagtails on our last day. 
Blue Whistling Thrush  Myophonus caeruleus: It was a surprise to find that this species was a 

common and showy resident. The form we saw was the black-billed nominate. 
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Eyebrowed Thrush  Turdus obscura: Plenty of thrushes were present during the large movements on 
the last day. Most were just speeding blips that sounded like Eye-browed Thrushes, but 
two or three that paused briefly certainly were! 

Arctic Warbler  Phylloscopus borealis: A few seen and one or two more heard. 
Radde’s Warbler  Phylloscopus schwarzi: A singing bird was tracked down and showed well to all in 

a dense bush. 
Dusky Warbler  Phylloscopus fuscatus: A few were present on the island, some giving good views, 

but mostly detected by call. 
Blue-and-white Flycatcher  Cyanoptila cyanomelana: A single chunky female was seen on our 

second day. 
Red-billed Starling (Silky S)  Sturnus sericeus: Seen on all three days, with some wonderful views, 

with a maximum count of a dozen on the final day. A really smart starling. 
White-shouldered Starling  Sturnus sinensis: A total of five (two on the second day, three on the last 

day, the latter with the Red-billeds) of these smart migrants. 
Grey-capped Greenfinch (Oriental G)  Carduelis sinica: Regularly seen in small numbers on the 

islands. 
Chestnut-eared Bunting  Emberiza fucata: A single individual was seen well on the last day on the 

island. 
Yellow-browed Bunting  Emberiza chrysophrys: Two, including a fine male, were seen well in 

vegetable gardens on the first evening, a female was seen in the same area on the second 
day, and another for some on the last day. This and the following species were two of the 
stars of the islands! 

Tristram’s Bunting  Emberiza tristrami: Excellent views of a fine female in the vegetable gardens on 
the first evening. 

Chestnut Bunting  Emberiza rutila: Pretty common during our stay on the islands, with many excellent 
males showing very well indeed. 

Yellow-breasted Bunting  Emberiza aureola: A female on our penultimate day was good, but not as 
good as the 50 or more we saw on the last day, which included some splendid males. 
This species has been up-listed to Vulnerable by BirdLife International because, although 
it remains abundant locally, anecdotal evidence suggests that overall it has undergone a 
very rapid population decline owing mainly to trapping on wintering grounds. A program 
of co-ordinated range-wide monitoring of this species is sorely needed in order to 
validate the suspected rapid declines. 

Black-headed Bunting  Emberiza melanocephala: A male which was present on all three days of our 
visit was a total surprise and is a vagrant to this part of China. 

 




