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Amazingly, ten whole years had passed since I had last visited the Philippines and I was eager to get 
back and see the place again and see how things had changed. Some things had seemingly changed 
for the better – the roads were better and journey times faster, despite the ever increasing traffic, and 
all of our flights were operated punctually by what seemed like much improved internal airlines. 
Sadly, what had definitely not improved, was the pressure on the remaining natural habitat. With a 
rapidly increasing population, the pressure on the land is continually increasing, and at most sites 
(Palawan excepted), the habitat had deteriorated noticeably since my last visit. Perhaps most 
shocking was the ongoing and much accelerated destruction of the habitat at PICOP, our prime 
lowland birding site on Mindanao. No longer a logging concession, it is now a free-for-all for 
squatters and the sounds of their chainsaws and the trees crashing down was without doubt, the most 
depressing part of the tour. Now for the good news. We recorded an excellent total of 335 species 
including an extremely high proportion of the available endemics. The exact total of endemics 
depends upon the taxonomy followed, but suffice to say, we found as many as we have ever found. 
The Philippines really are blessed with a fabulous set of endemic birds, and our highlights ranged 
from the amazing Mindanao Wattled Broadbill, to the dazzling Palawan Peacock-Pheasant to the 
awesome Philippine Eagle. Other favourites included (to name just a few!) a superb set of kingfishers 
(including the beautiful Silvery, Spotted Wood and Blue-capped Wood Kingfishers), a great set of 
pigeons (including the superb Flame-breasted Fruit-Dove), Red-bellied and Azure-breasted Pittas, 
brilliant nightbirds (including Mindanao, Philippine and Chocolate Boobooks, Northern Philippine, 
Southern Philippine and Palawan Scops Owls and Philippine and Palawan Frogmouths) and a 
number of more subtle species such as the skulking Streaked and Falcated Ground-Babblers and the 
endearing Little Slaty Flycatcher. 
 
It was a pleasure, as always, to be greeted by the smiling Tim Fisher on arrival at Manila, and after 
the rather long and tiring flight, the prospect of a three hour drive to Subic Bay was not too appealing, 
but the time passed quickly, and rather soon we were sampling the first San Miguels, eating dinner, 
and getting some shut-eye! Quite a bit of decent forest remains around the old US base at Subic Bay. 
The forest is now recovering from the devastation caused by the eruption of Mount Pinatubo in 1991, 
and more understorey and midstorey is developing. We spent our first day exploring a couple of 
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different tracks. In the morning, we kicked-off with one of the main targets, the elusive White-fronted 
Tit which sang from a tall tree. Birding was relatively slow, but gradually we added new endemics 
such as White-browed Shama, Philippine Tailorbird, Philippine Falconet, the impressive Sooty 
Woodpecker, Guaiabero, Blackish Cuckooshrike and even an unexpected Amethyst Brown-Dove. 
Overhead, Rufous-bellied and Philippine Serpent Eagles performed, and as it warmed up, we 
retreated for lunch and a break at the hotel where those too restless to rest were able to watch 
Philippine Bulbuls, Elegant Tits, Philippine Pygmy Woodpeckers and even Stripe-headed 
Rhabdornises from the balcony! That afternoon we picked up a few new species including some 
smart Whiskered Treeswifts, a male Black-and-white Triller, Red-faced Malkoha and a couple of 
groups of the elusive Rufous Coucal. As the sun set, nightbirds began to call and it did not take us 
long at all to find both Philippine Boobook and Northern Philippine Scops Owl, both of which 
showed well in the spotlight. 
 
A final morning at Subic saw us out early again, and just before sunrise we had another look at a 
Philippine Boobook. Spotted Wood-Kingfishers were vocal but eluded all except me, but soon we 
were hearing parrots, and both Green Racquet-tail and Blue-naped Parrots performed well. Further 
explorations yielded a few more species such as Philippine Cuckoo-Dove and Luzon Hornbill. It was 
then time to pack-up and head on, and we made the long and relatively uneventful drive north to 
Banaue. Lunch en-route provided some entertainment as the entire staff of the restaurant lined-up and 
amused us with a synchronized dance, and a stop nearer to Banaue provided a few birds including 
our first Philippine Ducks. 
 
The following day we explored the remnant forest patches along the road at Mount Polis. Soon after 
dawn, we were admiring a gorgeous Flame-breasted Fruit-Dove in the scope, one of the main prizes 
here, and fortunately in a window when the mist lifted! New species came thick and fast as we 
admired mixed flocks with Chestnut-faced Babblers, Citrine Canary-Flycatchers, Blue-headed 
Fantails, Mountain Leaf-Warblers, Mountain White-eyes, the scarce Green-backed Whistler, 
attractive Metallic-winged Sunbird and a superb male Flame-crowned Flowerpecker. Luzon Bush-
Warblers were teased from the undergrowth but as the mist came down, we decided to head to lower 
levels. By the time we got down to Bay-yo, the sun was out, and we quickly succeeded in getting 
excellent views of the ultra-skulking Benguet Bush-Warbler. A small party of White-cheeked 
Bullfinches showed well and a nearby flock held several smart Sulphur-billed Nuthatches, one or two 
White-browed Shortwings were teased from the undergrowth, and the river yielded the much-wanted 
Luzon Water-Redstarts after a slippery climb down. That afternoon we tried back at the top, but the 
mist made life difficult. A fine Mountain Shrike (in the mist) and a Long-tailed Ground-Warbler 
(around our feet) brightened things up, but little else was found along the trail. With most birds 
already seen, our second day was always going to be more difficult, and we got off to a bad start with 
poor weather, few birds, and a nasty fall for poor David which effectively ended his trip. The weather 
stayed poor until we moved down the hill where we saw many of the same species including another 
fine male Flame-crowned Flowerpecker, and added a few new ones including Japanese Buzzard and 
Tawny Grassbird. The weather was still poor at the top (a showy Mountain Thrush brightened things 
up) and so we headed back to the hotel where a group of endemic Yellowish White-eyes put in a 
good show. 
 
We then had to travel back to Manila. Our first stop produced a lovely pair of Indigo-banded 
Kingfishers, further on, an excellent flock of Purple Needletails performed at eye-level, and at lunch, 
the synchronized dancers were still present, though diminished in number. Our main birding for the 
day was at Candaba Marshes. A small nature reserve has been established here (with a horrible 
bamboo fence all the way around it making it awkward to see in!) and the area was teeming with 
birds. Philippine Ducks were numerous amongst a good selection of dabbling ducks, the rare 
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Philippine Swamphen was conspicuous, Black, Yellow and Cinnamon Bitterns all showed well, 
Barred Rails and White-browed Crakes ventured into the open and the reeds held Oriental Reed, 
Clamorous Reed and some showy Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warblers. The biggest prize however 
was a rare Streaked Reed Warbler which showed several times in a patch of reeds. This was our first 
sighting of this poorly-known and rarely seen species for over a decade and its presence meant that 
we ended up staying until dusk, leaving us less time than we wanted to enjoy the luxury of our hotel 
in Manila. 
 
We were in Cagayan de Oro, northern Mindanao, in time for breakfast the following day, and by 
mid-morning, witnessing a bizarre ritual to make sure that we would be safe on the famous Mount 
Kitanglad. We then made our way up to the camp, pausing on the way for a few new species which 
included a surprise in the way of a male Blue-and-white Flycatcher, numerous Eye-browed Thrushes 
and a large flock of Kamchatka Wagtails. We settled into the camp, and birded the nearby forest in 
the afternoon. Here we found several endemics including Mindanao Hornbill, Brown Tit-Babbler, 
Rufous-headed Tailorbird, an obliging (Mindanao) Long-tailed Ground-Warbler, delightful Black-and-
cinnamon Fantails, Yellow-bellied Whistlers, Olive-capped and Buzzing Flowerpeckers, Grey-
hooded Sunbird and the unusual-looking Cinnamon Ibon. After dark, the Giant Scops Owl called, a 
sound that was to taunt us throughout our stay but we did find an absolutely stunning Philippine 
Frogmouth. 
 
We spent the following two days exploring the remnant forest patches on Mount Kitanglad, gradually 
tracking down most of the available endemics. The Philippine Eagles stole the show. Two adults and 
a youngster were seen, one of the adults taking a flying-lemur to the nest! It took a huge effort to find 
the endemic Apo Sunbird but we eventually succeeded, and other memorable species included a 
pair of Plain Bush-hens, roding Bukidnon Woodcocks (it took a few attempts!), Philippine Nightjars 
(including one in broad daylight), an obliging Southern Philippine Scops Owl, Philippine Swiftlets, 
some smart Yellow-breasted Fruit-Doves, an obliging Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo, smart McGregor’s 
Cuckoo-Shrikes, tree-top-loving Stripe-breasted Rhabdornises, the weird-looking Apo Myna, Black-
masked White-eye and the lovely Red-eared Parrotfinch that fed on flowers with some even brighter 
Colasisis. On our final morning we had to head down from the mountain pretty early. Our first 
Philippine Coucal and a perched Crested Goshawk were new for the trip, but the rest of the day was 
spent making the long drive to Bislig on the east coast of Mindanao. 
 
The following three days were spent exploring the lowland forest (or what’s left of it) in the former 
PICOP logging concession. I won’t go on again about the state of the place, but suffice to say, time is 
running out for many of the birds there. That said, we had a fantastic time from a birding perspective. 
We kicked-off in style notching up Rufous-lored Kingfisher, Short-crested Monarch, a confiding pair 
of Streaked Ground-Babblers and a superb Little Slaty Flycatcher at our first stop, and the good birds 
never really stopped! A few nightbirding sessions yielded a number of goodies including another 
stunning Philippine Frogmouth which sat motionless for many minutes, great views of two different 
Chocolate Boobooks and also of a diminutive Mindanao Boobook. Our quest for the ‘megas’ was 
also ultimately successful. A couple of Azure-breasted Pittas gave mega views, a Red-bellied Pitta 
posed in the scope but it was the simply amazing Mindanao Wattled Broadbill that really stole the 
show, posing in the scope for walk-away views! A male Celestial Monarch showed well in the scope, 
stunning Silvery and Blue-capped Wood-Kingfishers gave amazing views and a number of interesting 
frugivores included some stunning Writhed and Mindanao Hornbills at a fruiting tree, a group of 
Rufous Hornbills flying overhead, the increasingly rare Pink-bellied Imperial Pigeon sitting on a high 
snag and noisy groups of attractive Blue-crowned Racket-tails. A ‘large-bird’ flock held electric 
Philippine Fairy-Bluebirds, Black-bibbed Cuckoo-Shrikes, Philippine Orioles, Philippine Leafbird, 
Philippine Minivets and even a male Violet Cuckoo whilst ‘smaller bird’ flocks held goodies such as 
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the superb Rufous Paradise-Flycatchers, attractive Blue Fantails, Rusty-crowned and Mindanao 
Pygmy Babblers and Philippine Leaf-Warblers whilst other new endemics at PICOP included 
Philippine Drongo-Cuckoo, smart Black-faced Coucals, colourful Philippine Trogons, musical 
Yellowish Bulbuls, Rufous-fronted and Black-headed Tailorbirds and Olive-backed Flowerpecker. 
The elusive Rufous-tailed Flycatcher showed extremely well, and overhead, several Philippine 
Needletails flashed by, and Steere’s Honey Buzzard put in an appearance. We also made a couple of 
visits to Bislig Airfield where highlights included some good views of Blue-breasted Quails, a Ruddy-
breasted Crake, Black Bitterns and Wandering Whistling-Ducks. 
 
Leaving PICOP behind, we made the longish journey back to Davao in good time and were soon 
back in the comfort of our Manila hotel, enjoying the sushi bar! The following morning we touched 
down on time at Puerto Princessa, on Palawan, and made our way to a nearby beach where we 
found a number of smart Chinese Egrets, including one or two coming into nice breeding plumage, 
and found a very obliging endemic White-vented Shama. After a tasty lunch, we headed north 
towards St Paul’s National Park, pausing first at some mangroves to admire a fine male Copper-
throated Sunbird.  We then continued and spent much of the rest of the afternoon working the road, 
notching up many Palawan endemics. Two of the main targets, Yellow-throated Leafbird and 
Palawan Tit were found fairly quickly, the latter showing particularly well. Other good birds included 
a pair of Oriental Hobbies, Hooded Pitta, Black-chinned Fruit-Dove, Blue-naped Parrot, Chestnut-
breasted Malkoha and Fiery Minivets, and we found a few more endemics including Palawan 
Swiftlets, Sulphur-bellied Bulbul, Palawan Crow and the smart Palawan Flowerpecker. The real 
action was at dusk though as in quick succession we found Brown Hawk-Owl, a cute Palawan Scops 
Owl and an amazing, hairy-eared Palawan Frogmouth. A brilliant end to a superb day! 
 
The following morning we took a boat to the Underground River in St Paul’s National Park where we 
spent much time admiring a superb male Palawan Peacock-Pheasant at close range. Also here were 
some confiding Tabon Scrubfowl, and other species of interest included some cute Rufous-backed 
Kingfishers and sneaky Ashy-headed Babblers. We then took the boat back to the park HQ where we 
continued our endemic quest with Blue Paradise-Flycatcher, Palawan Blue Flycatcher and Lovely (or 
Shelley’s) Sunbird. Pottering back along the beach, we found some smart Malaysian Plovers, but little 
else of note. After a siesta, we looked along the road and soon found our main target, the smart 
Palawan Hornbill and we found a few other species, including a rather large-looking Peregrine. 
 
Our second morning in St Paul’s saw us birding a rather difficult and unpleasant trail where we found 
some smart but difficult-to-see Falcated Ground-Babblers. Some Blue-headed Racquet-tails screeched 
overhead but were not seen well, so we decided to head back to the road where we enjoyed some 
good views of Thick-billed Pigeons and Hooded Pitta, but no more racquet-tails. After an early lunch, 
it was time to leave, and we headed back towards Puerto Princessa before taking a boat out to 
Pandan Island. Unfortunately it was a bit on the choppy side, and those of us at the front enjoyed (!) a 
bit of a soaking, but we got there safe and sound and spent the last hour or two of the day exploring 
the island. Fairly quickly we found the hoped-for Grey Imperial-Pigeons which showed very well 
indeed alongside Pied Imperial-Pigeons. Also on the island we found a couple of Rufous Night-
Herons, a Great-billed Heron and a couple of Large-tailed Nightjars, and, after dark, we soon had 
Mantanani Scops Owl fixed in the beam and enjoyed some good views of this small island specialist. 
The journey back was less wet, but equally interesting, and it was very pleasing to arrive at the hotel 
a little later! 
 
The Balsahan Trail was back to its best the following morning. We were greeted by a party of 
Palawan Hornbills, and soon found a confiding Palawan Flycatcher and several sneaky groups of 
Melodious Babblers. A much more showy Falcated Ground-Babbler delighted us, and we enjoyed 
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repeat views of several of the endemics. The nearby paddies held a good variety of waders, and 
having watched them, we made our way south to Narra. After a well-earned siesta, we headed out 
again and took a boat to Rasa Island. Tidal conditions dictated that we could not land, and although 
we found Stork-billed Kingfisher and, more importantly, good numbers of Philippine Cockatoos, the 
views were somewhat of an anti-climax. On our final morning we had unfinished business with the 
racquet-tail, and made our way to a spot that Tim knew of. Right on cue a pair buzzed past us at 
close range, and having enjoyed good views of Pink-necked Pigeons and several other common 
species, we decided to call in at the fishponds. Here we enjoyed good views of both sandplovers, 
Oriental Pratincoles, Long-toed and Red-necked Stints, a Terek Sandpiper and a couple of 
Watercocks, and then we made our way to the chaotic airport (it’s being modernized) and flew back 
to Manila, where we enjoyed a pizza lunch before moving on to Mount Makiling.  
 
Most of our time at Mount Makiling was spent in the forest, though we did make a couple of 
excursions to more open areas nearby. At the first, we enjoyed brilliant views of Barred and the 
endemic Spotted Buttonquails as well as more plain Bush-hens, and at the other spot we were 
entertained by Oriental Skylarks and Australasian Bushlarks amongst others. On the lower slopes we 
quickly found Lowland White-eye and had great views of Stripe-headed Rhabdornis and Bicoloured 
Flowerpecker, and higher up we had fantastic views of several Spotted Wood-Kingfishers, Scale-
feathered Malkohas and Grey-throated and the attractive Flaming Sunbird. The only disappointment 
was hearing our second species of bleeding-heart without seeing it! 
 
All that was left was to travel back to Manila and indulge in another pizza before making our way 
back to the airport for our flights home. It had been an extremely successful trip, with many great 
birds. It always amazes me that the habitat gets more and more trashed and yet we see as many if not 
more birds. My instinct tells me that we must be getting to the point where the habitat destruction is 
becoming such a problem that the number of species we’ll be able to find in the future will start to 
diminish. The sad message is, if you’ve not yet been, I would not leave it too long! 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, 
BirdLife International’s magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, 
and updates on the BirdLife website: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html 
 
ARDEIDAE 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea: Small numbers on Luzon and Palawan with a maximum count of four at 

Candaba Marshes. 
Great-billed Heron  Ardea sumatrana: A single in flight during our visit to Pandan Island was our only 

one.  
Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea: Especially common at Candaba Marshes where we logged 500+, and 

a handful from Bislig airfield on both visits.  
Great Egret  Egretta alba: Widely scattered sightings with an estimated peak of c50 at Candaba 

Marshes. 
Eastern Reef-Egret (Pacific R E)  Egretta sacra: A single dark phase bird seen by some (in the back 

boat) at St Paul’s on Palawan, and another seen by all of us while we were waiting for 
our boat to Rasa Island. 

Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia: Another widespread heron with our best count being at 
Candaba Marshes where we saw c30. Also common on Palawan, including in the 
paddies by the lodge at Sabang. 

Chinese Egret  Egretta eulophotes: At least eight showed well on the mudflats at Puerto Princessa, 
including one or two in smart breeding dress, and around five off Rasa Island. Classified 
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,600-3,400 
and is decreasing. The species breeds on small islands off the coasts of eastern Russia, 
North Korea, South Korea and mainland China. It formerly bred in Taiwan (China) and 
Hong Kong (China), but is now only a non-breeding visitor or passage migrant. Key 
wintering areas are the Eastern Visayas (Leyte, Bohol and Cebu), Philippines, and the 
Malaysian states of Sarawak and Selangor where 30-50% of the global population are 
believed to winter based on winter counts in 2004/2005. There has been no significant 
decline in this species in the last ten years, and recent discoveries of new colonies off 
southern China may represent increased observer effort, but possibly indicate some 
improvement in the species’ status. It occurs in shallow tidal estuaries, mudflats and bays, 
occasionally visiting paddy-fields and fishponds. Since 1985, all breeding records have 
been from offshore islands. By the end of the 19th century, it had almost been extirpated 
by trade in its plumes and persecution. Today, the greatest threat is habitat loss and 
degradation through reclamation of tidal flats and estuarine habitats for infrastructure, 
industry, aquaculture and agriculture, and through pollution. Fishermen in parts of China, 
collect eggs for food and breeding birds are threatened by disturbance. The rapid decline 
of a colony at Shin-do, South Korea, in the early 1990s, was apparently a result of 
disturbance by photographers. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta: Seen in reasonable numbers, scattered throughout the tour. 
Javan Pond-Heron  Ardeola speciosa: We managed a couple of sightings between us on the drive 

from Cagayan de Oro to Bislig. 
Little Heron (Striated Heron)  Butorides striatus: The three at the Lagawe River near Banaue were our 

only ones noted. 
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Eastern Cattle Egret  Bubulcus coromandus: Widespread and seen in the thousands. Although not yet 
a widely adopted split, it seems fair enough to me. This form is much more richly 
coloured in breeding plumage than western birds, and differs structurally, being longer-
legged and longer-necked. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax: A couple seen en route to Subic Bay, and then 
hundreds were seen nesting in the wet scrub at Candaba Marshes.  

Rufous Night-Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus: A couple showed pretty well at dusk on Pandan Island 
off the Palawan coast. 

Yellow Bittern  Ixobrychus sinensis: At least 15 at Candaba Marshes, many of which showed very 
well and three seen at Bislig airport. 

Cinnamon Bittern  Ixobrychus cinnamomeus: A couple were seen at Candaba Marshes, and singles 
on each visit to Bislig airfield. 

Black Bittern  Dupetor flavicollis: This used to be a tough one to see in the Philippines, but we saw a 
couple very well at Candaba Marshes, and around five more on our morning visit to 
Bislig airfield. 

 
ANATIDAE 
Wandering Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna arcuata: Small numbers of vocal birds were seen on each 

of our visits to Bislig airfield. 
Northern Pintail  Anas penelope: At least 20 were seen at Candaba Marshes. 
Philippine Duck  Anas luzonica: First seen in wet paddies on the way to Banaue, we then noted at 

least 200 at Candaba Marshes and up to six on each visit to Bislig airfield. Classified as 
Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 5,000-10,000 
and is decreasing. It frequents most freshwater and saltwater habitats, including 
mangroves, open sea and watercourses inside forest. It appears to be sedentary although 
some seasonal aggregation occurs. It feeds on fish, shrimps, insects, rice and young 
vegetation. Exceptionally high levels of hunting and trapping have been evident since the 
1960s. Thousands were reportedly shot weekly from August-October and January-March 
in the late 1980s. Conversion of natural wetlands through drainage, adoption of 
aquaculture and fishpond creation caused its near-extinction at Candaba Marsh and 
threatens the Polillo population. Mangrove destruction and the recent extensive use of 
pesticides on rice-fields are also likely to have had serious impacts. 

Eurasian Wigeon  Anas Penelope: We found three in amongst the ducks at Candaba Marshes. 
Garganey  Anas querquedula: At least 30 were skulking in the vegetation at Candaba Marshes. 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata: Around 100 noted at Candaba Marshes, many of which were in 

flight. 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula: A flock of around 95 were present at Candaba Marshes. 
 
PANDIONIDAE 
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus: A total of four singles were seen. The first was as we left Bislig, with others 

at St Paul’s National Park and from the hotel at Los Banos. 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
Oriental Honey-Buzzard (Crested Honey Buzzard)  Pernis ptilorhynchus: First seen on Palawan 

(where it is most likely the resident and endemic palawanensis). At Mount Makiling, we 
had a couple of sightings of the distinctive philippensis race which seems to have an even 
longer neck than usual, and may well merit specific status?! 

Steere’s Honey-Buzzard  Pernis steerei: A single pallid juvenile showed well in flight at PICOP, but 
did not hang around for too long. 
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Black-shouldered Kite (B-winged K)  Elanus caeruleus: A single was noted as we made our way up to 
Mount Kitanglad. 

Brahminy Kite  Haliastur Indus: Fairly common at Subic and around Bislig. This formerly common 
species seems to be declining across much of its range. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster: Singles were noted at Subic Bay and at Rasa Island. 
Besra  Accipiter virgatus: A single perched up just after dawn at Mount Kitanglad, but sadly did not 

stay for long, and we saw another probable there the following day. 
Chinese Goshawk  Accipiter soloensis: One seen fairly briefly at Subic was our only one. 
Crested Goshawk  Accipiter trivirgatus: One showed well in flight and perched as we walked down 

from Mount Kitanglad. 
Grey-faced Buzzard  Butastur indicus: Good views of just a single at PICOP. This species was a lot 

commoner ten years ago, but seems to have undergone a rapid decline. They are also 
more difficult to find on their breeding grounds in Japan. 

Crested Serpent-Eagle  Spilornis cheela  (H): We heard them calling whilst looking for racquet-tails in 
St Paul’s National Park, but never saw them (though we didn’t bust a gut). 

Philippine Serpent-Eagle  Spilornis holospilus: We first enjoyed good views of this species at Subic 
Bay, with subsequent sightings at Bay-yo, Mount Kitanglad, PICOP and Mount Makiling. 

Japanese Buzzard  Buteo [buteo] japonicus: A single was seen from the road as we walked between 
Mount Polis and Bay-yo.  

Philippine Eagle (Monkey-eating Eagle)  Pithecophaga jefferyi: Perhaps the species that inspires 
birders to visit the Philippines more than any other! We were fortunate this year as we 
were able to watch an adult and a juvenile at an active nest, and even saw the pair 
returning to the nest with what looked like a flying-lemur! Magic stuff, and not 
surprisingly top bird for Phil and Kurt, second for Chris, and third overall in our bird-of-
the-trip vote. Classified as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International, the world 
population is estimated at 180-500 and is decreasing. It inhabits primary dipterocarp 
forest, particularly in steep terrain, sometimes frequenting secondary growth and gallery 
forest (but not occupying open canopy forest), from lowlands to at least 1,800 m. On 
Mindanao eagles begin nesting from September to December in primary and disturbed 
forest. A complete breeding cycle lasts two years with successful pairs raising one 
offspring. Forest destruction and fragmentation, through commercial timber extraction 
and shifting cultivation, is the principal threat. Old-growth forest continues to be lost 
rapidly, such that as little as 9,220km2 may remain within the eagle’s range. Moreover, 
most remaining lowland forest is leased to logging concessions. Mining applications pose 
an additional threat. Uncontrolled hunting (for food and, at least formerly, zoo exhibits 
and trade) is highly significant and evidence suggests it may be limiting recruitment to 
the breeding population to zero. There is also evidence that it accumulates pesticides 
which reduce its already slow reproductive output. Philippine Eagle has traditionally 
been placed with the ‘harpy eagle’ group (Crested Eagle, Harpy Eagle and New Guinea 
Harpy Eagle), all of which live in tropical forests and feed largely on medium-sized 
mammals. Recent genetic analysis has shown that the resemblance is due to 
convergence and that the Philippine Eagle is actually closest to the Circaetinae, the 
snake-eagles and serpent-eagles. 

Rufous-bellied Eagle  Hieraaetus kienerii: Good looks at an adult overhead at Subic Bay, and another 
adult seen well near to Sabang on Palawan. 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus: An immature was seen near to Puerto Princessa and a  
dark-phase bird showed well near to Sabang. 
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FALCONIDAE 
Philippine Falconet  Microhierax erythrogenys: This small but conspicuous raptor was seen very well 

at Subic Bay and again at PICOP. 
Oriental Hobby  Falco severus: A pair were seen in flight and perched on cliffs between Puerto 

Princessa and Sabang. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus: A single large-looking individual was seen in flight at Sabang. 
 
MEGAPODIIDAE 
Tabon Scrubfowl (Philippine Scrubfowl)  Megapodius cumingii: Great views of at least six at the 

Underground River at St Paul’s National Park, and plenty of evidence of them on Pandan 
Island. 

 
PHASIANIDAE 
Red Junglefowl  Gallus gallus: A couple of good sightings on the road at Subic Bay, including fine 

white-rumped males! 
Palawan Peacock-Pheasant  Polyplectron emphanum: Once again, great views of this spectacular 

pheasant at St Paul’s, where a male has become ‘habituated’ and completely unafraid. 
Top bird for Geoffrey and Chris, and second overall in our bird-of-the-trip vote. Classified 
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 
and is decreasing. It mainly inhabits primary and secondary forest on flat and rolling 
terrain, up to c800m, occasionally occurring almost up to mossy forest and in Casuarina-
dominated dwarf forest on serpentine rock. Deforestation in lowland Palawan has been 
extensive, and logging and mining concessions have been granted for almost all 
remaining forest on the island. Illegal logging is thought to persist in the remaining 
extensive forest of the south. Forest at Iwahig Penal Colony, regarded as a key site, may 
be threatened by plans to mine chromite. By the late 1960s, it was being extensively 
hunted and trapped in large numbers for live trade, but exports were much reduced by 
the late 1980s. 

Blue-breasted Quail  Coturnix chinensis: Nice views of a pair coming out on to the runway at Bislig 
airfield, and a few others heard there. 

 
TURNICIDAE 
Barred Buttonquail  Turnix suscitator: Following a couple of brief sightings on Palawan, we got some 

good views of a female on a track at Mount Makiling. 
Spotted Buttonquail  Turnix ocellata: Great scope views of two males and the brighter female as they 

wandered back and forth across the track at Mount Makiling. 
 
RALLIDAE 
Barred Rail  Gallirallus torquatus: Some great scope studies at Candaba Marshes, and heard at a 

couple of other localities. 
Ruddy-breasted Crake  Porzana fusca: Brian found one sneaking on to the runway at Bislig airfield, 

and several others were heard there. 
White-browed Crake  Porzana cinerea: Excellent views of at least six at Candaba Marshes, with 

further sightings in the marshes at Bislig airfield and in the fishponds at Iwahig. 
Plain Bush-hen  Amaurornis olivacea: A pair showed well in response to playback on Mount 

Kitanglad, and another three were noted at Mount Makiling. 
White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus: One or two were seen at Candaba Marshes, 

with another couple at the fishponds at Iwahig. 
Watercock  Gallicrex cinerea: A couple were seen by Brian in the rice fields at Candaba Marshes, and 

a couple of others were flushed at the fishponds at Iwahig. 
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Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus: Our biggest count (15+) was at Candaba Marshes, with 
smaller numbers elsewhere. 

Philippine Swamphen  Porphyrio pulverulentus: At least eight of this pallid and brown-backed 
swamphen showed very well at Candaba Marshes, and we also heard another at Bislig 
airfield. A paper in Dutch Birding many years ago recommended the splitting of the 
former Purple Gallinule into several forms, though this has not been widely adopted.  

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra: A single at Candaba Marshes was a surprise. 
 
ROSTRATULIDAE 
Greater Painted-Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis: At least three were seen well in flight at Candaba 

Marshes. 
 
CHARADRIIDAE 
Grey Plover (Black-bellied Plover)  Pluvialis squatarola: At least 20 were seen at Puerto Princessa with 

a couple more on Pandan Island. 
Asian Golden Plover (Pacific G P)  Pluvialis fulva: At least ten were found in paddyfields on the way 

to Banaue, and a few more were seen at the fishponds at Iwahig. 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius: Noted on the way to Banaue, on Bislig Airfield and at a 

couple of spots on Palawan.  
Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus: Our first, a male, was in paddyfields on the way to Banaue, 

and we went on to see several more at Bislig and then on Palawan where we tried in vain 
to find the recently recognized White-faced Plover. 

Malaysian Plover  Charadrius peronii: At least four showed well at Sabang, roosting on rocks. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated 
at 10,000-25,000 and is decreasing. This species is classified as Near Threatened because 
it is likely to have a moderately small population which, owing to the development 
pressures on the coastal areas it inhabits, particularly nesting beaches, is likely to be 
undergoing a decline. 

Mongolian Plover (Lesser Sand Plover)  Charadrius mongolus: At least two at the fishponds at Iwahig.  
Greater Sand Plover  Charadrius leschenaultii: A single on the beach at Bislig, was followed by about 

a dozen on the beach at Puerto Princessa and a couple at the fishponds at Iwahig. 
 
SCOLOPACIDAE 
Common Redshank  Tringa totanus: At least eight at the fishponds at Iwahig. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia: Small numbers seen in the rice fields and fishponds at 

Iwahig. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola: Fairly common in areas of wet paddy, our first (c200) being en 

route to Banaue. 
Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis: Our first was a single in paddyfields on the way to Banaue, and 

then small numbers showed well in the wetlands near to Iwahig. 
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos: Just a few seen, the first of which were on the Lagawe River 

near Banaue. 
Terek Sandpiper  Xenus cinereus: A single at the fishponds near to Iwahig was good to see, dashing 

about in typical fashion. 
Grey-tailed Tattler  Heteroscelus brevipes: Around six at Puerto Princessa and a single on Rasa Island. 
Pintail Snipe  Gallinago stenura: A few flushed on Palawan were thought to be this species. As 

discussed on the tour, the identity of this and the following species is far from 
straightforward. 

Swinhoe’s Snipe  Gallinago megala: Up to seven flushed from long grass at Los Banos, at the foot of 
Mount Makiling, were thought to be this species.  
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Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago: At least six were seen at Candaba Marsh. The white trailing 
edge and distinctive and familiar call make this one easy to identify! 

Bukidnon Woodcock  Scolopax bukidnonensis: One seen daily at Mount Kitanglad, but not 
performing at its best and we had to wait for good views until the third day there. Always 
a good one to see, it was first discovered by Tim and Simon Harrap back in 1993. 

Rufous-necked Stint (Red-necked Stint)  Calidris ruficollis: A few in the paddies near to Iwahig, and at 
least 200 on the fishponds there. 

Long-toed Stint  Calidris subminuta: Good views of reasonable numbers in both the paddyfields and 
fishponds near to Iwahig. 

 
GLAREOLIDAE 
Oriental Pratincole  Glareola maldivarum: Small numbers were seen well on Palawan, including 

some smart-plumaged birds at Iwahig fishponds, and some in flight off Rasa Island. We 
then saw at least 100 over the fields near to Los Banos on Luzon.  

 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE 
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus: About 100 were seen in paddyfields on the way to 

Banaue, and we went on to see three more at Iwahig. All appeared to be this form rather 
than the Australasian White-headed Stilt H. leucocephalus. 

 
LARIDAE 
Black-headed Gull (Common B-h G)  Larus ridibundus: Phil and others found a dozen or so from the 

hotel at Los Banos, two of which I saw the following day. 
Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus: A few seen over various paddies on Luzon, and a couple on 

Mindanao, and good numbers over the lake by our hotel at Los Banos at the end of the 
tour. 

 
COLUMBIDAE 
Thick-billed Green-Pigeon  Treron curvirostra: Three seen well close to Sabang, including good 

scope views of a perched bird. 
Philippine Green-Pigeon  Treron [pompadora] axillaris: Our first sightings were at Subic Bay, and we 

also saw small numbers at PICOP. Certainly rarer than they used to be. With the current 
trend to split up the Pompadour Pigeon, it is perhaps best to treat this form as an 
endemic. I have treated it here as an allospecies. 

Pink-necked Green-Pigeon  Treron vernans: Good views of a couple of pairs on our last morning on 
Palawan. 

White-eared Brown-Dove  Phapitreron leucotis: First seen well at Subic Bay, its coucal-like song was 
a constant companion in forested areas on Luzon and Mindanao, and we went on to see 
several more well. 

Amethyst Brown-Dove  Phapitreron amethystina: Great scope views of one at Subic Bay that gave 
itself away with its deep hooting call. A second bird was also present. We went on to 
hear a few others in PICOP, but did not really try to see any more. 

Flame-breasted Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus marchei: Wonderful views at Mount Polis where we had 
unbeatable scope views of one, and saw and heard a few others. A truly stunning dove, it 
is classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 
2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It is known from 450-1,500m, with a lower limit in the 
Sierra Madres of 850m, and one record from 2,300m. It inhabits lowland and hill 
dipterocarp forest and mid-montane forest and probably prefers primary forest above 
1,000m. It is apparently unrecorded from secondary forest, and is seemingly unable to 
survive in selectively logged areas. It undertakes some seasonal movements, probably 
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following fruiting trees. Forest loss, degradation and fragmentation are the chief threats to 
its existence, compounded by hunting for food and probably sport, and collection for 
trade (e.g. birds were being sold openly in several markets in 1994). Forest cover in the 
Sierra Madre has declined by 83% since the 1930s and most remaining areas are under 
logging concession and may suffer further from major road-building plans. Little or no 
good quality habitat remains at key sites such as Mounts Data, Polis (as we saw!) and 
Cetaceo, and quarrying and unregulated seasonal tourism threaten remaining forest on 
Mount Banahaw. 

Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus occipitalis: Heard at several sites, several were seen at Mount 
Kitanglad, including one that posed nicely in the scope. 

Black-chinned Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus leclancheri: After hearing them on a couple of occasions we 
then had fantastic views of an obliging bird on the way to Sabang, and later saw another 
at Mount Makiling. Recently determined as being a rare resident on mainland Taiwan, so 
it now barely qualifies even as a ‘near endemic’. 

Pink-bellied Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula poliocephala: These chunky pigeons tend to sit out on snags, 
making them easy targets for the droves of squatters, and consequently they have become 
more and more difficult to find in PICOP. Thankfully, having heard a couple, Brian found 
one sitting up in the mist, and we all enjoyed great views. Classified as Vulnerable by 
BirdLife International, the world population is unknown but is known to be decreasing. It 
inhabits lowland forest, though not exclusively, as the bird ranges up to 1,500m. It is 
found most often in primary and old secondary growth. It is certainly declining owing to 
the combination of heavy hunting and the extensive clearance of its preferred habitat. 

Green Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula aenea: Several seen well at Subic Bay, PICOP and on Palawan. 
Grey Imperial Pigeon  Ducula  pickeringii: At least four showed well on Pandan Island where we 

found they were quite tape responsive! Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It inhabits a variety 
of lowland, primary forest-types, also frequenting secondary forest and cultivated areas 
with trees. Little is known about its movements. It is reportedly resident on some northern 
Bornean islands, but certainly moves between Philippine islands, and varied in 
abundance from 1995-1997 on Karakelang, Indonesia. Like other small-island specialists, 
it presumably wanders in search of food. Habitat clearance and degradation are the 
primary threats, with native forest on small islands being replaced by palm plantations 
across much of its range. The species’ large size and unwary disposition render it 
vulnerable to hunting whenever it comes into contact with human populations; birds are 
taken for food, pets and trade. Introduced mammalian predators may cause birds to 
abandon some islands. Tourism developments may place pressures on island populations 
when habitat is cleared and through disturbance. The effect of competition with Green 
Imperial-pigeon is not understood but this species has begun to outnumber Grey Imperial 
Pigeon  on Rasa Island. 

Pied Imperial Pigeon Ducula bicolor: One or two seen well on Pandan Island and a couple more 
over Rasa Island. 

Rock Dove  Columba livia: None looked very wild, and it is debatable whether we should log them 
at all. 

Philippine Cuckoo-Dove  Macropygia tenuirostris: Our first couple were at Subic Bay, and we went 
on to see or hear small numbers at most other forest sites. 

Red Turtle Dove  Streptopelia tranquebarica: About five at Candaba Marshes were our only ones. 
Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis: Scattered in open country, but perhaps most common on 

Palawan. 
Zebra Dove (Peaceful Dove)  Streptopelia striata: Seen in small numbers throughout. 
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Common Emerald-Dove (Emerald Dove)  Chalcophaps indica: This shy, ground-dwelling dove was 
frequently heard and glimpsed, though one or two did show well.  

Luzon Bleeding-heart  Gallicolumba luzonica  (H): Despite a fair amount of effort, we only heard this 
shy ground-dweller at Mount Makiling. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, the world population is unknown, but is decreasing. It is found in lowland 
(below 1,400m) forest, including selectively logged and otherwise poor secondary growth 
and even plantations. It is vulnerable to snaring, but remains widespread and locally 
numerous. 

Mindanao Bleeding-heart  Gallicolumba criniger  (H): We heard them a couple of times in PICOP, but 
were unable to entice one into view. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at 1,000-2,499 and is decreasing. It inhabits primary 
and secondary lowland and transitional dipterocarp forest below 750m. It is highly 
terrestrial, favouring flat areas with only sparse undergrowth, particularly in dry, coastal 
areas. The near-total loss of lowland forest throughout its range has caused its decline. In 
the late 1980s forest cover was estimated at just 29% on Mindanao, and as little as 433 
km2 of old-growth dipterocarp remained on Samar and Leyte, with most lowland forest 
leased to logging concessions, and mining applications. Dinagat has lost practically all 
lowland forest and Bohol is thought to retain only 4% forest cover, with tree-cutting, 
agricultural expansion and soil erosion all acting as threats to Rajah Sikatuna National 
Park. Forest at Bislig on Mindanao is being cleared under concession and re-planted with 
exotic trees for paper production. Elsewhere in eastern Mindanao where the largest old 
growth dipterocarp forest remain, illegal logging and mining persist at varying levels of 
intensity. In addition, trapping for food and trade is a problem for all terrestrial birds in 
the Philippines. 

 
PSITTACIDAE 
Guaiabero  Bolbopsittacus lunulatus: The high-pitched calls are easier to hear than the bird is to see, 

but we did have several excellent encounters, at Subic Bay, PICOP and at Mount 
Makiling. 

Philippine Cockatoo  Cacatua haematuropygia: Although we saw perhaps as many as 80 (most of 
which were coming to roost) on Rasa Island, it has to be said that it is one of the few 
species on the trip where the views were a little disappointing as the boat could not get 
close to the island. Classified as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International, the world 
population is estimated at 1,000-2,700 and is decreasing. In 1950, it was common 
throughout but a rapid decline has left a population of c.1,000 birds. Of these, there are 
250-700 on Palawan and its satellite islands, several hundred or 100-200 on Tawi-tawi, 
possibly extinct on Mindanao and less than twenty in the Polillo group of islands and 
Samar respectively. Subpopulations away from Palawan and the Sulus are mainly tiny 
and have few long-term prospects. It appears restricted to lowland primary and/or 
secondary forest predominantly below 50 m, in or adjacent to riverine or coastal areas 
with mangroves. Outside the breeding season (July to December), it frequents both corn- 
and rice-fields. It depends on seasonally fluctuating food resources and is partially 
nomadic. Birds fly from the mainland to offshore islands as far as eight kilometres away 
from the mainland to roost and breed. On Palawan, Polillo and Samar, trapping is 
particularly serious, and the high price fetched per bird (US$300 in 2006) means that 
chicks are taken from virtually every accessible nest. High numbers were traded (legally) 
internationally in the 1980s (e.g. 422 in 1983). Lowland deforestation and mangrove 
destruction have been extensive throughout its range, and have contributed significantly 
to its decline. It is also persecuted as a crop-pest and hunted for food. 
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Blue-naped Parrot  Tanygnathus lucionensis: At least four were scoped up at Subic Bay at the 
beginning of the tour where they are represented by the rare lucionensis subspecies. We 
also saw a few well on Palawan (salvadorii). This uncommon species is almost endemic 
to the Philippines, but also occurs on small islands off Borneo. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999. It 
is listed as Near Threatened because there are some indications that it has a moderately 
small, fragmented population, and it may be undergoing a continuing decline owing to 
trapping and forest loss. However, little is currently known about the population size and 
structure of, and threats to, this species. Further information is needed to improve the 
accuracy of this assessment. 

Green Racquet-tail  Prioniturus luconensis: After hunting around a little, we got great scope views at 
Subic Bay, where we saw at least four in total. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife 
International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It is a 
lowland species on Luzon, with records in the Sierra Madre from 300-700m. Its 
increasing rarity suggests a dependence on lowland primary forest, although birds do 
range into scattered fruiting trees in open areas and into secondary and heavily degraded 
forest. Trapping for the cage-bird trade is a significant problem. Local extinctions as a 
direct result of forest loss are very likely. A new road development near Subic Bay has 
increased the incidence of illegal logging and felling is rife at Maria Aurora Memorial 
Natural Park. Habitat modification may have accentuated interspecific competition, with 
the species having been replaced by Blue-crowned Racquet-tail in Quezon National 
Park. 

Blue-crowned Racquet-tail  Prioniturus discurus: Great views of up to nine at PICOP. This species is 
becoming ever harder to find, so this was a real stroke of luck. 

Blue-headed Racquet-tail (Palawan Racquet-tail)  Prioniturus platenae: We struggled for this one, and 
after hearing and glimpsing them, a pair gave us a close fly-by on our last morning on 
Palawan. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. A combination of extensive lowland 
deforestation and exploitation for the cagebird trade have resulted in this species’ rapid 
population reduction. It is predicted that these factors will continue to cause rapid 
declines in the near future. 

Mindanao Racquet-tail  Prioniturus waterstradti: A tricky one to see well, and although we got them 
perched a couple of times on Mount Kitanglad, they were not obliging. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 5,000. There 
are some indications that it has a moderately small, fragmented population within a 
restricted range, which is undergoing some decline owing to habitat loss. However, little 
recent data is available about the population size and structure of, and threats to, this 
species. Further information may indicate it is more threatened. 

Colasisi (Philippine Hanging Parakeet)  Loriculus philippensis: First seen at Mount Makiling, we 
managed good views of this delightful little parrot at several sites. Perhaps most 
memorable were those at the flowering trees on Mount Kitanglad when we were looking 
for the parrotfinches. 

 
CUCULIDAE 
Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo  Cuculus pectoralis: A few heard on Mount Kitanglad and at Mount 

Makiling with brilliant scope views of one at the former. Best treated as a separate 
(endemic) species due to its unique call and distinctive plumage characters.  

Plaintive Cuckoo  Cacomantis merulinus: Plenty heard, with good views of one at Bislig Airfield and 
another on Palawan. The Philippine birds have a distinctive voice, quite different from 
Borneo and Malaya (although similar to the call on Java). 
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Rusty-breasted Cuckoo  Cacomantis sepulcralis: Seen well on Mount Kitanglad and also heard at 
Mount Makiling. 

Violet Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus: Great scope views of a male at PICOP, and a female 
there for some, and a few others heard. 

Asian Drongo Cuckoo  Surniculus lugubris: Several seen and heard on Palawan, especially near to 
Sabang. 

Philippine Drongo Cuckoo  Surniculus velutinus: Excellent views of a couple of different birds at 
PICOP and a few more heard there. Also heard at Mount Makiling The birds on Luzon 
and Mindanao are often lumped in Asian Drongo Cuckoo, but several recent works (such 
as the Handbook of Birds of the World), have split them, and I have followed that 
treatment here. It has to be said that the differences in plumage and call are fairly small. 

Common Koel (Asian Koel)  Eudynamys scolopacea: Heard at several sites on Palawan, including 
Pandan Island where we saw a couple.  

Scale-feathered Malkoha  Phaenicophaeus cumingi: Great views of three or four at Mount Makiling at 
the end of the tour. An amazing bird, and second favourite for Phil. 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha  Phaenicophaeus curvirostris: A total of four of these very smart birds 
were seen on Palawan, mostly in the Sabang area. 

Red-crested Malkoha  Phaenicophaeus superciliosus: A few were seen at Subic Bay at the beginning 
of the tour with a brief one at Mount Makiling at the end. 

Greater Coucal  Centropus sinensis  (H): Several were heard on Palawan, but as is often the case, they 
remained hidden in dense cover. 

Lesser Coucal  Centropus bengalensis: Heard at a number of wetland sites, and seen near to Sabang 
and at Los Banos. 

Philippine Coucal  Centropus viridis: It took a while but we enjoyed good scope views on the way 
down from Mount Kitanglad, and had a few other good looks during the tour. 

Black-faced Coucal  Centropus melanops: Some great views of several of these attractive arboreal 
coucals at PICOP. The amazing sonorous hoots are one of the characteristic sounds of 
PICOP. 

Rufous Coucal  Centropus unirufus: A couple of noisy and restless groups were found at Subic Bay, 
and although most people got good views, they were, as always, pretty sneaky. Classified 
as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is thought to be 
declining owing to habitat loss. 

 
STRIGIDAE 
Mantanani Scops-Owl  Ous mantananensis: After a little bit of effort (and in a race against time as we 

were keen to get back to the mainland!) we got some good views in the spotlight on 
Pandan Island. Almost endemic to small islands in the Philippines, the species just 
squeezes onto some offshore islands around northern Borneo. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 10,000-19,999. 
It is listed as Near Threatened because there are some indications that it has a moderately 
small, fragmented population which is undergoing a continuing decline owing to forest 
loss. However, little is currently known about the population size and structure of, and 
threats to, this species. 

Palawan Scops-Owl  Otus fuliginosus: After hearing its amazing low growling call, we were delighted 
with our close views of a cute and confiding individual near to Sabang. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 10,000-19,999. 
It is listed as Near Threatened because there are some indications that it has a moderately 
small, fragmented population and range, which are declining owing to forest loss. 
However, little is currently known about the population size and structure of, and threats 
to, this species, and further research is warranted.  
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Northern Philippine Scops-Owl  Otus [megalotis] megalotis: Great views of one in the light at the first 
attempt at Subic Bay. This one always sneaks in quietly, but is often very responsive. 

Southern Philippine Scops-Owl  Otus [megalotis] everetti: Genetic studies have shown that this and 
the previous form are probably best treated as separate species. Their calls differ and the 
southern birds are much smaller. We were pleased to get excellent views of this one at 
Mount Kitanglad. 

Giant Scops-Owl  Mimizuku gurneyi (H): Heard at the camp on Kitanglad on several occasions, and 
often fairly close by, but we had no luck in seeing this notoriously difficult bird. Classified 
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 
and is decreasing. This owl has a small population which is undergoing a rapid decline 
and severe fragmentation as a result of extensive deforestation. 

Brown Hawk-Owl (B Boobook)  Ninox scutulata: Great views in the spotlight near to Sabang. 
Chocolate Hawk-Owl (Chocolate Boobook)  Ninox randi: Great views of two different individuals 

that were spotlighted and scoped at PICOP. A recent split from Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox 
scutulata of India and South-East Asia (east to Palawan). 

Philippine Hawk-Owl (Philippine Boobook)  Ninox philippensis: Great views on a couple of 
occasions at Subic Bay, and seen again at the end of the tour at Mount Makiling.  

Mindanao Hawk-Owl Ninox spilocephala: Good spotlight views of one of a pair that we saw at 
PICOP, with others heard there. Usually lumped with Philippine Hawk-Owl, but the 
birds on Mindanao are small and short-tailed and are vocally distinct.  

 
PODARGIDAE 
Philippine Frogmouth  Batrachostomus septimus: Stunning spotlight views at Kitanglad and again, for 

those that wished, at PICOP, where we had a bird in the scope for as long as we wanted! 
Palawan Frogmouth  Batrachostomus chaseni: Fantastic views of a calling bird near to Sabang, and 

what hairy ears! Generally considered to be a race of Javan Frogmouth. However, the 
distinct vocalizations of this form definitely warrant it being split-off as Palawan 
Frogmouth. 

 
CAPRIMULGIDAE 
Great Eared-Nightjar  Eurostopodus macrotis: First seen at Subic Bay, we also saw and heard them at 

other sites such as Mount Kitanglad and PICOP.  
Large-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus macrurus: A couple on Pandan Island, off Palawan, were the only 

ones seen. 
Philippine Nightjar  Caprimulgus manillensis: Seen brilliantly at Mount Kitanglad, where we even saw 

a male on the nest in daylight, and also seen along the runway at Bislig airfield.  
 
APODIDAE 
Island Swiftlet (Uniform Swiftlet)  Collocalia vanikorensis: Small numbers at a number of sites. We first 

noted them at PICOP. 
Palawan Swiftlet  Collocalia palawanensis: Seen very well in the Sabang area and at the Underground 

River in St Paul’s National Park. This form was previously lumped in Island Swiftlet 
(above) but several authors, including Sibley & Monroe, split it off as a separate species. 

Philippine Swiftlet  Collocalia mearnsi: Several showed pretty well at Mount Kitanglad: a small and 
rather dark swiftlet. 

Glossy Swiftlet (White-bellied Swiftlet)  Collocalia esculenta: Common at most sites. 
Grey-rumped Swiftlet   Collocalia marginata: Seen well at Subic, with a few at Mount Makiling. The 

extent of the grey rump seems quite variable. Formerly lumped with Glossy Swiftlet, this 
form is endemic to the Philippines. 



17 Birdquest: Philippines 2009 
 

Pygmy Swiftlet  Collocalia troglodytes: A swiftlet that we could identify with 100 per cent certainty 
due to its narrow white rump. First seen at the Lagawe River near to Banaue and common 
at PICOP. 

Philippine Needletail  Mearnsia picina: Several of these strange, bat-like swifts were seen well at 
PICOP, though seeing the white underwing-coverts was sometimes a struggle. Classified 
as Near Threatened by BirdLife International as it is thought to have a small population 
which is declining owing to habitat loss. Further studies are urgently required to clarify 
the magnitude of these declines. 

Brown-backed Needletail (Brown N)  Hirundapus giganteus: Great views of up to 16 circling over us 
near to Sabang. 

Purple Needletail  Hirundapus celebensis: First seen very well on the journey back from Banaue, 
where we could appreciate the glossy purple tones at eye-level! Also seen well at Mount 
Kitanglad, small numbers at PICOP, and a few at Mount Makiling at the end of the tour.  

 
HEMIPROCNIDAE 
Whiskered Treeswift  Hemiprocne comata: Several seen well at Subic Bay, and we found another 

near to Bay-yo.  
 
TROGONIDAE 
Philippine Trogon  Harpactes ardens: Many heard and we managed to see a total of seven, many of 

which were at PICOP. Often a bit jumpy, we did however manage some good scope 
views. 

 
CORACIIDAE 
Dollarbird  Eurystomus orientalis: A few seen during the trip, a majority of which were on Palawan. 

This is another species that seems to be declining. 
 
ALCEDINAE 
Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis: About ten were noted at Candaba Marshes and a couple seen by 

some at Iwahig fishponds on Palawan. 
Blue-eared Kingfisher  Alcedo meninting: A brief view for Pete near to Sabang, and probably also 

heard along the Balsahan Trail. 
Indigo-banded Kingfisher  Alcedo cyanopectus: Although a fair way off, we enjoyed good scope 

views of a pair on the Lagawe River, near to Banaue. One was also seen briefly by some 
on the river at Los Banos. A cracking little bird. 

Silvery Kingfisher  Alcedo argentatus: This superb kingfisher was seen brilliantly at a small roadside 
pool at PICOP. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. This species qualifies as Vulnerable because 
it has a small population which is undergoing a rapid decline as a result of the loss and 
decline in quality of its forested lowland stream habitats. 

Rufous-backed Kingfisher  Ceyx rufidorsa: Great views on a couple of occasions on Palawan, where 
we logged a total of seven. Best views were near to the Underground River. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher  Halcyon capensis: This chunky kingfisher showed well at Rasa Island, and we 
heard a couple of others. 

White-throated Kingfisher  Halcyon smyrnensis: A scatter, but most obvious at Subic Bay and PICOP. 
The endemic race in the Philippines, gularis, have hardly any white on the throat.  
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Rufous-lored Kingfisher  Halcyon winchelli: Great views of a pair at PICOP on our first morning there 
with others heard and another male seen briefly there. Classified as Vulnerable by 
BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is 
decreasing. It is thought to be undergoing a rapid population decline as a result of 
extensive loss of lowland forested habitats throughout its range. 

White-collared Kingfisher (Collared Kingfisher)  Halcyon chloris: Scattered, with most on roadside 
wires. 

Spotted Wood-Kingfisher  Actenoides lindsayi: Difficult to see at Subic Bay, where only Pete got 
decent views, but then stunning views for all of several at Mount Makiling where they 
seemed to be showier than ever! 

Blue-capped Wood-Kingfisher  Actenoides hombroni: It took a while but it was worth it  as we ended 
up with stunning scope views of a male at PICOP. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife 
International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It is an 
apparently sedentary inhabitant of primary forest and occasionally secondary and 
disturbed habitats across a wide altitudinal range (100-2,400m), although generally 
above 1,000m. Extensive deforestation has been a significant threat and forest burning 
associated with insurgency is a problem on the Zamboanga peninsula. However, the 
species appears to show preference for montane habitats, therefore mining for chromite 
and nickel in the mountains of eastern Mindanao is perhaps the greatest threat. 

 
MEROPIDAE 
Blue-throated Bee-eater  Merops viridis: Good views at Subic Bay were plenty were present close to a 

small breeding colony. 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater  Merops philippinus: Around 10 at Candaba Marshes were the only ones of the 

tour. 
 
BUCEROTIDAE 
Luzon Hornbill  Penelopides manillae: Good views of a few at Subic Bay at the beginning of the tour 

and heard at Mount Makiling. 
Mindanao Hornbill  Penelopides affinis: Two sightings at Kitanglad, and good numbers at PICOP, 

where we recorded up to 15 in a day. 
Writhed Hornbill (Writhed-billed Hornbill)  Aceros leucocephalus: A fruiting tree held at least a 

dozen of this smart but sadly declining hornbill. This species is listed as Near Threatened 
by BirdLife International. It is likely to be declining moderately rapidly owing to habitat 
loss, as well as exploitation by hunters and trappers. Its population size could be small, as 
it is largely restricted to primary forest, and it should be carefully monitored. 

Palawan Hornbill  Anthracoceros marchei: Great views of small numbers in the Sabang area and at 
the start of the Balsahan Trail. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the 
world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. Its small population is 
declining rapidly as a result of the loss of lowland forest, compounded by hunting. 

Rufous Hornbill  Buceros hydrocorax: Another species that was formerly common that is now in 
drastic decline. We thought we’d missed this one, but having heard them a few times, we 
were chuffed to get a fly over from six of these huge birds right at the eleventh hour! This 
species is listed as Near Threatened by BirdLife International. It is a forest-dependent 
species and is declining moderately rapidly throughout its range as a result of habitat loss 
and persecution by hunters and trappers. 
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CAPITONIDAE 
Coppersmith Barbet (Crimson-breasted Barbet)  Megalaima haemacephala: Common heard at many 

sites, we saw several well. On Luzon, it is represented by the endemic nominate 
subspecies while on Mindanao the form is mindanensis. 

 
PICIDAE 
Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker  Dendrocopos maculatus: Seen very well at Subic Bay and Mount 

Kitanglad, and heard elsewhere. 
Sooty Woodpecker  Mulleripicus funebris: Excellent views of several of this impressive woodpecker at 

Subic Bay. Its call sounds like a referee’s whistle!  
White-bellied Woodpecker  Dryocopus javensis: Seen very well at Subic Bay with another brief 

sighting at PICOP; a stunning woodpecker.  
Greater Flameback  Chrysocolaptes lucidus: A couple were seen well at Subic Bay (race 

erythrocephalus), and heard and seen by some on Mindanao (race montanus). 
Common Flameback  Dinopium javanense: Several of the race everetti were seen on Palawan. 
 
EURYLAIMIDAE 
Mindanao Wattled Broadbill  Eurylaimus steerii: A female showed brilliantly at PICOP and instantly 

became our bird of the trip. Those eyes have to be seen to be believed! It’s not often that 
you can walk away from one of these while it’s still in view!! Top bird for Pete and Tim, 
but importantly, it was the only species to make it into all of our top sixes! Classified as 
Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 
and is decreasing. It inhabits the lower and middle storeys of primary and adjacent or 
admixed secondary forest, generally well below 1,000m but occasionally up to 1,200m. 
Its entire range has suffered extensive lowland deforestation as with so many of the other 
threatened species! The trees that we saw it in were being chopped down soon after we 
saw it – a desperate state of affairs! 

 
PITTIDAE 
Red-bellied Pitta (Blue-breasted Pitta)  Pitta erythrogaster: Great views of one at PICOP and (another 

seen by Brian there) and one seen by some of us at Mount Makiling. Both sightings 
apparently refer to the nominate subspecies. 

Whiskered Pitta (Koch’s P)  Pitta kochi  (H): Sadly, only heard distantly in the valley, as is usually the 
case. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated 
at 10,000-19,999 and is decreasing. This species is thought to be declining rapidly, 
owing to very rapid reductions in the area of its lowland and montane forest habitats, 
locally compounded by hunting. 

Hooded Pitta  Pitta sordida: A total of five were seen on Palawan, with others heard. Everyone had 
good views of at least one of them. They seem happy even in scrub on Palawan! 

Steere’s Pitta  Pitta steerii: It took a while, but we eventually found some responsive birds and got 
some great views at PICOP of at least two different individuals. Surprisingly, it only made 
it into Brian and Geoffrey’s top sixes. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It inhabits lowland 
forest on limestone karst or forest liberally scattered with limestone boulders, up to 750m. 
It has also been encountered in stunted and secondary formations in close association 
with limestone. The ecological significance of its preference for limestone is not clear, 
and the fact that forest clearance is its main threat will not come as a surprise – you’ve 
seen it first hand! 
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HIRUNDINIDAE 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica: Common throughout. 
Pacific Swallow  Hirundo tahitica: Rather scarcer than its northern cousin, but seen at a good number 

of sites. The Yellow Wagtail-like call still makes me look up! 
Striated Swallow  Hirundo striolata: First seen at the hotel at Banaue, and just a handful of other 

sightings during the trip.  
 
ALAUDIDAE 
Australasian Bushlark  Mirafra javanica: We had excellent views of a couple of this species at Los 

Banos, including a bird in display flight. The subspecies here is philippensis. Note that the 
species is now referred to as Australasian Bushlark as Singing Bushlark is used for M. 
cantillans of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Oriental Skylark  Alauda gulgula: Common in the fields at Los Banos. The subspecies here is said to 
be wolfei in the Philippine Field Guide, but other authorities (eg HBW) include wolfei in 
wattersi which also occurs in Taiwan. To cloud matters further, wattersi is sometimes 
considered to be part of the (sometimes split) Japanese Skylark! Now go and have a sit 
down! 

 
CAMPEPHAGIDAE 
Bar-bellied Cuckoo-Shrike  Coracina striata: The raucous flight calls first alerted us to these uncouth 

birds at Subic Bay, and we went on to see them at several other sites. 
Blackish Cuckoo-Shrike  Coracina coerulescens: Good views of several on both dates at Subic Bay 

where they were the core constituent of any canopy flocks. 
Black-bibbed Cuckooshrike  Coracina mindanensis: A male of this scarce and increasingly difficult-

to-find Philippine endemic was seen well at PICOP. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife 
International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It has 
been up-listed to Vulnerable because it is now suspected to be declining at a rapid rate, 
owing to continuing deforestation in the lowlands to which the species appears to be 
restricted. This decline is projected to continue. 

McGregor’s Cuckoo-Shrike  Coracina mcgregori: A few good sightings in mixed flocks on Mount 
Kitanglad, though often somewhat elusive. This species is listed as Near Threatened by 
BirdLife International as it has a moderately small range, and although much of its habitat 
is apparently secure, some habitat loss has occurred within the range. With this logic, 
every species in the Philippines should be threatened! 

Black-and-white Triller  Lalage melanoleuca: A male was seen well at Subic Bay (nominate 
subspecies) and we saw a pair at PICOP (minor).  

Pied Triller  Lalage nigra: We saw a few during the trip but they were most common and easy to see 
on Pandan Island. 

Ashy Minivet  Pericrocotus divaricatus  (H): Their distinctive trills were heard a few times at Mount 
Makiling, but we never set eyes on them. 

Fiery Minivet  Pericrocotus igneus: A few were seen well on a couple of dates along the road near to 
Sabang. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, as the species is likely to 
be declining moderately rapidly throughout its range as a result of forest clearance. 

Philippine Minivet  Pericrocotus leytensis: A few seen well at PICOP. The males on Mindanao are 
orange rather than red and have a distinctive buzzing call, and are sure to be split in the 
future. Note, leytensis was the first Philippine form to be described, and hence the 
species is named after that form. There are three races on Mindanao, our birds were 
probably gonzalesi. 
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IRENIDAE 
Philippine Leafbird   Chloropsis flavipennis: Several great views at PICOP where we logged a total of 

four. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated 
at 1,000-2,499 and is decreasing. This lowland forest species has a small population, 
being known recently from just two sites. It is assumed to be undergoing a rapid decline 
as a result of habitat loss, and populations are likely to be severely fragmented. It is 
therefore listed as Vulnerable. 

Yellow-throated Leafbird  Chloropsis palawanensis: More easily heard than seen, we did see a total of 
four or five, most of which were in the Sabang area. 

Common Iora  Aegithina tiphia: Heard widely on Palawan and seen well on a few occasions. 
 
PYCNONOTIDAE 
Black-headed Bulbul  Pycnonotus atriceps: A few at the roadside between Sabang and Puerto 

Princessa and seen during our racket-tail hunt on the last morning. 
Yellow-vented Bulbul  Pycnonotus goiavier: Common in scrubby open country and forest edge on 

Luzon and Mindanao and seemingly increasing as its available habitat increases! 
Yellow-wattled Bulbul  Pycnonotus urostictus: A few at PICOP (philippensis) and easy to see at Mount 

Makiling (nominate). The spiky crest and pale eye-ring make this a distinctive bulbul. 
Olive-winged Bulbul  Pycnonotus plumosus: A few seen on Palawan. Is this the dullest of all bulbuls? 
Grey-cheeked Bulbul  Criniger bres: A few on the roadside near Sabang and at St Paul’s, and a 

couple for some at the Balsahan Trail. 
Sulphur-bellied Bulbul  Hypsipetes palawanensis: A somewhat drab and skulking endemic that is best 

picked up by call. We ended up getting several good scope views and were easily able to 
see the distinctive golden iris. 

Philippine Bulbul  Hypsipetes philippinus: Common and omnipresent on Luzon (nominate) and 
Mindanao (saturatior). The song varies from island to island (and even from site to site). 

Yellowish Bulbul  Hypsipetes everetti: Fairly common at PICOP, with a lovely little song. The form 
here is the nominate – the forms on Camiguin and the Sulus may well merit specific 
status. 

 
DICRURIDAE 
Ashy Drongo  Dicrurus leucophaeus: Small numbers seen daily on Palawan; the race here is 

leucocephalus. 
Balicassiao  Dicrurus balicassius: A few of the nominate subspecies of this endemic were seen at 

Subic and Mount Makiling. 
Palawan Drongo  Dicrurus [hottentottus] palawanensis: Common along the road near Sabang, at St 

Paul’s and at the Balsahan Trail. Drongo taxonomy is complex and inconsistent, and it is 
probably best to treat this distinctive form as an endemic. For now, I have treated it as an 
allospecies. 

Mindanao Drongo  Dicrurus [bracteatus] striatus: A couple on Mount Kitanglad and common at 
PICOP. Drongo taxonomy is complex and inconsistent, and it is probably best to treat 
this distinctive form as an endemic. For now, I have treated it as an allospecies. 

 
ORIOLIDAE 
Dark-throated Oriole  Oriolus xanthonotus: Three or four seen along the road to Sabang, including 

some decent scope views. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, this 
species is restricted to forests within a region undergoing rapid and widespread 
deforestation. Although it remains widespread and common, it is likely to be declining 
moderately rapidly throughout its range, and is therefore considered Near Threatened. 



22 Birdquest: Philippines 2009 
 

Philippine Oriole  Oriolus steerii: At least three seen at PICOP, including some great scope views, 
and several more heard there. 

Black-naped Oriole  Oriolus chinensis: A few at Subic and at PICOP and two or three on Palawan. 
Philippine Fairy Bluebird  Irena cyanogaster: A few showed very well at PICOP. Another endemic 

that is becoming increasingly difficult to find. 
Asian Fairy Bluebird  Irena puella: Several seen well at various locations on Palawan. 
 
CORVIDAE 
Palawan Crow  Corvus pusillus: Fairly common on Palawan. With its very distinctive voice and 

flappy flight, surely a good split. 
Large-billed Crow  Corvus macrorhynchos: Scattered – a bird that does well in partially deforested 

habitats. 
 
PARIDAE 
Palawan Tit  Parus amabilis: Great scope views on the drive to Sabang and also heard at the Balsahan 

Trail. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, this forest-dwelling species 
has a moderately small range and population size, which is likely to be declining as a 
result of habitat loss. 

Elegant Tit  Parus elegans: First seen at Subic Bay, and subsequently seen at Banaue, Mount Kitanglad 
and Mount Makiling. Nominate elegans, the race on Luzon, is much brighter than 
mindanensis of Mindanao. I’m not sure of the subspecies at Mount Polis. 

White-fronted Tit  Parus semilarvatus: Great views of one scoped in the tree-tops at Subic Bay where 
even the warm brown tones of the underparts (not usually visible) could be seen. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, this apparently uncommon and 
poorly known species is likely to be declining moderately rapidly in line with rates of 
deforestation across its range. 

 
SITTIDAE 
Sulphur-billed Nuthatch  Sitta oenochlamys: Particularly good were the views at Bay-yo (race isarog) 

and we also saw the more richly coloured apo subspecies well at Mount Kitanglad. 
 
RHABDORNITHIDAE 
Stripe-headed Rhabdornis  Rhabdornis mystacalis: First seen well by some of us at Subic Bay during 

siesta time (a.k.a dip if you kip time!), and then seen very well at Mount Makiling at the 
end of the trip. 

Stripe-breasted Rhabdornis  Rhabdornis inornatus: Small groups seen on two dates sitting up on snags 
on Mount Kitanglad, where it has become increasingly scarce. 

 
TIMALIIDAE 
Ashy-headed Babbler  Malacocincla cinereiceps: This sneaky little babbler showed well on a number 

of occasions around Sabang, St Paul’s National Park and the Balsahan Trail. 
Melodious Babbler  Trichastoma palawanense: At least six seen at the Balsahan Trail; these noisy 

birds usually prefer to keep to cover and were as sneaky as usual during our visit, though 
did eventually come out to play! Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, 
as it has a moderately small global range and population size, and is suspected to be 
declining as a result of habitat loss. It remains fairly common in suitable habitats, and 
may be tolerant of secondary habitats suggesting that it is not at imminent risk. However, 
further data on its habitat requirements are urgently needed. 
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Falcated Ground-Babbler  Ptilocichla falcate: The first pair in St Paul’s National Park were tricky to 
see well, though they did show well to most of us, but the one at the Balsahan Trail was 
much better behaved and showed well to all. A fine bird, indeed Brian’s bird of the trip! 
Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 
10,000-19,999 and is decreasing. This lowland forest specialist qualifies as Vulnerable 
because it has a small, fragmented range and is believed to be declining rapidly as a 
result of habitat loss. 

Streaked Ground-Babbler  Ptilocichla mindanensis: We enjoyed brilliant views of an unusually 
confiding pair at PICOP, which showed at close range. Sometimes this species is difficult 
to see well. 

Mindanao Pygmy Babbler  Stachyris plateni: Excellent views of pairs on two or three occasions at 
PICOP where we were even able to see their bicoloured eyes! Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, because, although it tolerates some habitat 
degradation, it is likely to be undergoing a moderately rapid population reduction owing 
to ongoing logging and clearance for agriculture. 

Rusty-crowned Babbler  Stachyris capitalis: Good views of several in mixed flocks at PICOP. 
Chestnut-faced Babbler (Whitehead’s Tree-Babbler)  Stachyris whiteheadi: Common and easy to see 

at Mount Polis, indeed, probably one of the commonest bird there. 
Pin-striped Babbler  Macronous gularis: Common on Palawan, but much more often heard than seen. 

This species was formerly known as Striped Tit-Babbler, but with the splitting off of 
related forms, it has now been re-named Pin-striped Babbler. The form on Palawan is 
woodi. 

Brown Tit-Babbler  Macronous striaticeps: Lots heard and a few seen at Mount Kitanglad and 
common at PICOP, chunterring in the undergrowth. 

 
TURDIDAE 
White-browed Shortwing  Brachypteryx Montana: Often heard at Mount Polis and at Mount 

Kitanglad. Several of us managed to see one or two at Bay-yo, but generally they 
remained elusive. 

Oriental Magpie-Robin  Copsychus saularis: Just one or two seen at PICOP and others heard. 
White-browed Shama  Copsychus luzoniensis: We enjoyed great views of one of these attractive birds 

at Subic Bay and heard several more at Subic Bay and Mount Makiling; what a beautiful 
yodelling song. 

White-vented Shama  Copsychus niger: Fine views near to Puerto Princessa with several more heard 
at other sites on Palawan.  

Luzon Water-Redstart  Rhyacornis bicolor: We walked down to the river for great views of both male 
and female at Bay-yo near Mount Polis. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It has a very small 
range, and rather strict ecological requirements that are likely to make it more sensitive to 
habitat loss and degradation, resulting in rapid population declines. 

Pied Bushchat (Pied Chat)  Saxicola caprata: Several at Mount Polis, Candaba Marshes, and at Bislig 
airport. 

Blue Rock-Thrush  Monticola solitaris: Our first, a female, was at Subic Bay with three others in the 
Banaue area. The chestnut-bellied race philippensis is a migrant from further north and 
does not breed in the Philippines apart from on a few northern islets. It perhaps merits 
specific status. 

Island Thrush (Mountain Blackbird)  Turdus poliocephalus: Several at Mount Polis and also seen high 
on Mount Kitanglad where, appropriately enough, the subspecies is katanglad!. 

Brown-headed Thrush (Brown T)  Turdus chrysolaus: A roadside bird at Mount Polis was sadly only 
seen by Pete. 
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Eyebrowed Thrush  Turdus obscurus: Good numbers, especially at Mount Kitanglad, with great scope 
views of several including some bright males. 

 
ACANTHIZIDAE 
Golden-bellied Flyeater  Gerygone sulphurea: Heard and seen briefly at Candaba Marshes, though 

we never made too much effort! 
 
SYLVIIDAE 
Arctic Warbler  Phylloscopus borealis: Often picked up by its sharp, flowerpecker-like call, a total of 

17 were noted, a vast majority of which were on Luzon.  
Philippine Leaf-Warbler  Phylloscopus olivaceus: Three or four of these rather subtle phylloscs 

showed well at PICOP. 
Mountain Leaf-Warbler  Phylloscopus trivirgatus: Common at Mount Polis (benguetensis) and a few 

on Mount Kitanglad (flavostriatus). The Philippine birds are very drab compared to 
elsewhere in SE Asia, but have similar songs and calls. Those on Mount Kitanglad are 
particularly dull and show obvious white in the tail. 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus stentoreus: Several at Candaba Marshes and small numbers 
at Bislig airstrip. 

Oriental Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus orientalis: Common at Candaba Marshes with a few at Bislig 
Airstrip. Larger than the previous species with a thicker bill, streaked breast and pale 
outer tail feathers. 

Streaked Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus sorghophilus: We were surprised and very pleased to find one 
of these rare warblers in a reed bed at Candaba Marshes. Fortunately it popped into view 
several times before the light went. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the 
world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It occurs on passage in 
Liaoning, Hebei, Hubei, Jiangsu, Fujian and Beijing in eastern China, and Taiwan 
(China), where there are eight confirmed records. It winters in the Philippines, where it is 
local and uncommon, with regular records from Candaba on Luzon and Dalton Pass. It is 
presumed to breed in north-east China, possibly in Liaoning and Hebei, and there was a 
recent record of a singing male at Muraviovka, Russia, although a subsequent search of 
the site failed to find any individuals. There have been less than ten records of birds on 
passage in the last ten years. This poorly known and probably under-recorded warbler 
qualifies as Vulnerable, as it has a small population, which is declining as a result of 
wetland destruction in its wintering grounds. Its breeding grounds are in urgent need of 
discovery.  

Tawny Grassbird  Megalurus timoriensis: Common in open country and first seen well at Mount Polis. 
Striated Grassbird  Megalurus palustris: Commoner and generally a lot more conspicuous and easier 

to see that Tawny Grassbird. A real giant of a warbler! 
Middendorff’s Grasshopper-Warbler  Locustella ochotensis: Easier to hear than see, and indeed 

several birds were in (sub) song. That said, we enjoyed several good views at Candaba 
Marshes and at Bislig Airport; this species is usually very hard to see. 

Philippine Tailorbird  Orthotomus castaneiceps: The first of a very sneaky set of tailorbirds that were 
certainly not Geoffrey’s favourites! We enjoyed good views of this one at Subic Bay. 

Rufous-fronted Tailorbird  Orthotomus frontalis: Seen very well on a couple of occasions at PICOP, 
even allowing scope views! 

Grey-backed Tailorbird  Orthotomus derbianus: Good views for most at Mount Makiling, though 
they’d never stay still long enough to be scoped. 

Mountain Tailorbird  Orthotomus cucullatus: A few were seen well at Mount Polis. 
Rufous-headed Tailorbird  Orthotomus heterolaemus: A few seen very well at Mount Kitanglad and 

many more heard there. Quite a striking little bird. 
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Rufous-tailed Tailorbird  Orthotomus sericeus: Seen very well at Garcelliano Beach near to Puerto 
Princessa, with a scatter of others seen and heard on Palawan.  

Black-headed Tailorbird  Orthotomus nigriceps: Two or three at PICOP, with great views of at least 
one for everyone in the end! 

Bright-capped Cisticola  Cisticola exilis: First seen at Bislig Airfield and also seen at the foot of Mount 
Makiling. 

Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis: Odd birds at scattered locations with the best views being at the 
foot of Mount Makiling. 

Luzon Bush-Warbler  Cettia seebohmi: Good views of several at Mount Polis where they were not too 
skulking! 

Benguet Bush-Warbler  Bradypterus seebohmi: A couple seen at Bay-yo, with exceptionally good 
views of them virtually at our feet! 

Long-tailed Ground-Warbler (Long-tailed Bush-Warbler)  Bradypterus caudatus: Brilliant views of the 
nominate subspecies at Mount Polis and the unicolor subspecies at Mount Kitanglad. 
Differences in size, plumage and voice suggests that these two may actually be separate 
species. 

 
MUSCICAPIDAE 
Rufous-tailed Jungle-Flycatcher  Rhinomyias ruficauda: A pair gave amazing views at PICOP. Often a 

tough one to find, let alone see this well! 
Asian Brown Flycatcher  Muscicapa daurica: A single at Mount Makiling caused some excitement 

temporarily! 
Grey-streaked Flycatcher  Muscicapa griseisticta: Several of these smart migrants were seen, the first 

of which were at Subic Bay. 
Mountain Verditer-Flycatcher  Eumyias panayensis: Several on both Mount Polis (nigrimentalis) and 

Mount Kitanglad (nigriloris). Also found on the Moluccas and Sulawesi. 
Snowy-browed Flycatcher  Ficedula hyperythra: Easy to hear on Mount Kitanglad where some of us 

also saw a male. 
Little Slaty Flycatcher  Ficedula basilanica: A brilliant male showed superbly at PICOP, making it into 

Tim’s top six. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at 2,500-9,999 and is decreasing. It is believed to be undergoing a rapid 
decline because of widespread lowland forest loss, resulting in a small and severely 
fragmented remaining population, which qualifies it as Vulnerable. 

Palawan Flycatcher  Ficedula platenae: We enjoyed great views of this very attractive and confiding 
flycatcher along the Balsahan Trail. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the 
world population is estimated at 10,000-19,999 and is decreasing. This flycatcher has a 
small range which is rapidly declining as a result of continuing clearance, degradation 
and fragmentation of lowland primary forest habitats. As such, it is suspected that it is 
declining rapidly, and is therefore listed as Vulnerable. 

Little Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula westermanni: Several at Mount Polis and at Mount Kitanglad. 
Blue-and-white Flycatcher  Cyanoptila cyanomelana: A male was seen well in the scope as we 

walked up Mount Kitanglad. A “write-in” and a complete surprise as it is a rare migrant in 
the Philippines. 

Palawan Blue Flycatcher  Cyornis lemprieri: Two or three showed well in St Paul’s National Park. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, as it has a it has a moderately 
small, fragmented range, within which it is assumed to have declined moderately rapidly 
owing to forest clearance. It is not considered more threatened because it can use 
secondary habitats and lower montane forest. 
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PETROICIDAE 
Citrine Canary-Flycatcher  Culicicapa helianthea: Allegations that this species was becoming 

extremely rare seemed unfounded as we saw several well at Mount Polis. Admittedly, 
they were absent at Mount Kitanglad where they were formerly fairly common. 

 
MONARCHIDAE 
Pied Fantail  Rhipidura javanica: First seen at Candaba Marsh, several more were seen on Palawan. 
Blue Fantail  Rhipidura superciliaris: Several seen well in the mixed flocks at PICOP; these ‘fantails’ 

do sometimes fan their tails, but more often wave and gyrate them. 
Blue-headed Fantail  Rhipidura cyaniceps: Four or five showed up in the mixed flocks at Mount Polis. 
Black-and-cinnamon Fantail  Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea: Common at Mount Kitanglad; a gorgeous 

endemic. 
Rufous Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone cinnamomea: A few seen very well in the mixed flocks at 

PICOP; another stunner that scraped into Geoffrey’s top six.  
Blue Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone cyanescens: First seen at St Paul’s, we had several encounters 

with this hyperactive and often skittish species. 
Black-naped Monarch  Hypothymis azurea: A scatter, but much more often heard than seen. 
Celestial Monarch  Hypothymis coelestis: We were lucky to get great views of a male which even sat 

still long enough to scope him. Sadly, the trees it was in will be gone by now! Classified 
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 2,500-9,999 
and is decreasing. This species is declining rapidly as a consequence of widespread and 
continuing reductions in the extent and quality of lowland forest. This is causing severe 
fragmentation of its presumably small population. 

Short-crested Monarch  Hypothymis helenae: Several at PICOP, with great views of a couple of these 
electric-blue monarchs at close range. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, this poorly known and apparently rare species is likely to be declining 
moderately rapidly as a result of habitat loss.  

 
PACHYCEPHALIDAE 
Green-backed Whistler  Pachycephala albiventris: Several seen well at Mount Polis, allowing Brian to 

get some decent shots. 
Yellow-bellied Whistler  Pachycephala philippinensis: This unobtrusive but vocal bird was first seen 

at Mount Kitanglad, with several more at PICOP and also seen at Mount Makiling at the 
end of the trip. 

 
MOTACILLIDAE 
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea: Fairly common and widespread. The subspecies that winters in the 

Philippines is robusta. 
Kamchatka Wagtail  Motacilla (flava) simillima: Scattered sightings, with greatest numbers in the 

flocks low down at Mount Kitanglad. The form simillima is often considered invalid and is 
merged with tschutschensis. 

Paddyfield Pipit  Anthus rufulus: First seen at Candaba Marshes with a few else where including on 
Mount Kitanglad. 

Pechora Pipit  Anthus gustavi: A real bonus was to get such good views of three of these stripey pipits 
walking on the road at Mount Makiling. 

 
ARTAMIDAE 
White-breasted Wood-Swallow  Artamus leucorhynchus: Scattered, especially on roadside wires, but 

particularly common around Subic Bay at the beginning of the tour. 
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LANIIDAE 
Long-tailed Shrike  Lanius schach: First seen on wires on the journey to Banaue, we saw several more 

during the tour. The endemic subspecies involved is nasutus. 
Mountain Shrike  Lanius validirostris: One showed well at close range on Mount Polis (though it was 

in the mist) and we saw one at great range at Mount Kitanglad. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, as it is restricted to various small patches of suitable 
habitat within a moderately small range. It is likely to have a small global population size 
that is fragmented in structure, and the species is thus considered Near Threatened.  

Brown Shrike  Lanius cristatus: Common almost everywhere. The grey-crowned subspecies 
concerned is lucionensis, a common winter visitor to the islands. 

 
STURNIDAE 
Short-tailed Glossy Starling  Aplonis minor: Just four on Mount Kitanglad for Kurt and Tim. This 

species has declined hugely here in the last 15 years! It used to be common. 
Asian Glossy Starling  Aplonis panayensis: Getting ever commoner at PICOP and small flocks at 

several other sites. 
Chestnut-cheeked Starling  Sturnus philippensis: A flock flew past as we left Kitanglad but only Tim 

and Kurt saw them. 
Coleto  Sarcops calvus: Great views at Subic Bay and PICOP and a couple at Mount Makiling. Bald is 

beautiful, or so they say! 
Crested Myna  Acridotheres cristatellus: Seen distantly in flight at the base of Mount Makiling. 

Introduced to the Philippines. 
Apo Myna  Basilornis miranda: Fantastic views of many of these bug-eyed starlings, complete with 

punk hair-dos, on Mount Kitanglad. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International as it has a highly restricted and fragmented range, being known from only a 
small number of sites. Although its habitats are currently largely secure, the situation 
should be monitored carefully, as any increase in the rate of human intrusion could have 
a significant negative effect on this species. 

Common Hill Myna  Gracula religiosa: At least five noisy birds along the road near Sabang. 
 
NECTARINIIDAE 
Plain-throated Sunbird (Brown-throated Sunbird)  Anthreptes malacensis: Just a couple of females 

noted on Palawan, including one on Pandan Island. 
Grey-throated Sunbird  Anthreptes griseigularis: Seen fairly briefly at PICOP and then very good views 

for all at Mount Makiling. This is a recent split from the previous species. 
Copper-throated Sunbird  Nectarinia calcostetha: Great views of an obliging male on the drive to 

Sabang. 
Olive-backed Sunbird  Nectarinia jugularis: Fairly common and widespread. On most of the islands, 

the subspecies seen was jugularis, but on Palawan it is the race aurora which has a 
beautiful orange band across the breast (below the dark throat).  

Purple-throated Sunbird  Nectarinia sperata: First seen well in PICOP, but we went on to get much 
better views on Palawan (both locations the subspecies is trochilus) and on Mount 
Makiling (sperata). 

Flaming Sunbird  Aethopyga flagrans: A few showed nicely at Mount Makiling, including a fine male. 
It is represented by the nominate subspecies here. 

Grey-hooded Sunbird  Aethopyga primigenius: This subtly attractive sunbird was seen in small 
numbers daily on Mount Kitanglad. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, because it has a small, fragmented range. Habitat within its altitudinal 
range is thought to be secure and hence it is not considered more threatened. 
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Metallic-winged Sunbird  Aethopyga pulcherrima: This stunner was seen well at Mount Polis (jefferyi) 
and PICOP (nominate). 

Apo Sunbird  Aethopyga boltoni: A few on the upper slopes of Mount Kitanglad, but it took a huge 
effort to get the stunning views that we desired! Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, it has a small range restricted both geographically and altitudinally. It is 
thought to be relatively stable at present within this area but careful monitoring of 
potential threats is required. It is currently listed as Near Threatened. 

Lovely Sunbird  Aethopyga shelleyi: Good views on several occasions on Palawan, and easily 
detected by its monotonous call. Note the English nomenclature used for this and the 
following species here, which differs from our checklist in order to avoid confusion with 
the East African Shelley's Sunbird Cinnyris shelleyi. 

Handsome Sunbird  Aethopyga bella: Seen well in PICOP and again at Mount Makiling. Until 
recently, this form was lumped in Lovely Sunbird. 

Little Spiderhunter  Arachnothera longirostra: A few brief flypasts at PICOP and several seen well on 
Palawan. The birds on Palawan, race dilutior, have a broad and conspicuous yellow eye-
ring and very dull plumage overall (though amazing yellow-orange pectoral tufts); yet 
another split in the future? 

 
DICAEIDAE 
Olive-backed Flowerpecker  Prionochilus olivaceus: Just three seen at PICOP, one of which showed 

very well. 
Palawan Flowerpecker  Prionochilus plateni: Common on Palawan, and seen very well on several 

occasions. 
Striped Flowerpecker  Dicaeum aeruginosum: Three were seen on Mount Makiling, including a 

couple which showed well in the scope. Many authors lump this form in the widespread 
Thick-billed Flowerpecker D. agile. 

Olive-capped Flowerpecker  Dicaeum nigrilore: Fairly common at Mount Kitanglad, with some great 
views. 

Flame-crowned Flowerpecker  Dicaeum anthonyi: Stunning males were seen on both of our days at 
Mount Polis. The nominate form here has yellow underparts. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 10,000-19,999. 
This species is listed as Near Threatened because it has a moderately small, fragmented 
range and population, both of which are undergoing a continuing decline owing to 
habitat loss and degradation. However, little is currently known about the population size 
and structure of, and threats to, this species. Further information is required to improve 
this assessment of its threat status. 

Bicoloured Flowerpecker  Dicaeum bicolor: Pete saw one briefly at Banaue, and then, after a bit of a 
wait, we got brilliant views of a male in a fruiting tree at Mount Makiling. 

Red-keeled Flowerpecker  Dicaeum australe: Seen very well at PICOP and again at Mount Makiling 
where it was common. 

Buzzing Flowerpecker  Dicaeum hypoleucum: First seen well at Mount Kitanglad, and several at 
PICOP, where commonly heard buzzing; the race on Mindanao, pontifex, has dark 
mouse-brown upperparts and satiny pale grey underparts, a subtle but distinctive 
combination. 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker  Dicaeum trigonostigma: Nearly all of our sightings were at PICOP 
where the race is cinereigularis.  

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker (Buff-bellied Flowerpecker)  Dicaeum ignipectus: Several on Mount Polis 
and Mount Kitanglad (race on Mount Polis luzoniense, while the race on Kitanglad is 
apo). 
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Pygmy Flowerpecker  Dicaeum pygmaeum: First seen well on the drive to Sabang, and we 
subsequently found a nest there (race palawanorum) and seen well at Mount Makiling 
(nominate pygmaeum) at the end of the tour. 

 
ZOSTEROPIDAE 
Lowland White-eye  Zosterops meyeni: Three or four scoped in the university campus at Los Banos; 

this species is almost endemic to the Philippines, but also occurs on some small islands 
off Taiwan (if indeed it really is the same species there!?). 

Everett’s White-eye  Zosterops everetti  (H): Heard on a few occasions in and around PICOP, but we 
never managed to see them. 

Yellowish White-eye ◊  Zosterops nigrorum: We first saw this species at a couple of sites around 
Banaue, and saw another in a flowering tree at Los Banos alongside the Lowland White-
eyes. 

Mountain White-eye  Zosterops montanus: Common at Mount Polis (whiteheadi) and abundant on 
Mount Kitanglad (vulcani). 

Black-masked White-eye  Lophozosterops goodfellowi: Small numbers (up to ten) were seen each day 
on Mount Kitanglad, especially on the higher slopes. 

Cinnamon Ibon  Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus: This rather aberrant white-eye was reasonably 
common on Mount Kitanglad. 

 
PLOCEIDAE 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Tree Sparrow)  Passer montanus: Abundant. 
 
ESTRILDIDAE 
Red-eared Parrotfinch  Erythrura coloria: Eventually, one was seen very well in the scope on Mount 

Kitanglad, and one or two others were seen more briefly. Classified as Near Threatened 
by BirdLife International, it is believed to have a small range, within which it is relatively 
secure but may be inherently susceptible to emerging threats in the future. Little is 
currently known about the population size and structure of, and threats to, this species, 
so further research is warranted. 

White-bellied Munia  Lonchura leucogastra: First seen below Mount Polis with a few other scattered 
sightings. 

Scaly-breasted Munia  Lonchura punctulata: Several seen around Sabang. 
Chestnut Munia  Lonchura malacca: Good numbers seen in rice fields on several occasions. 

Previously the national bird! The race on the Philippines, jagori, has black underparts 
with chestnut flanks and a narrow, broken chestnut breast-band. 

 
FRINGILLIDAE 
White-cheeked Bullfinch  Pyrrhula leucogenis: Great views of a small group on Mount Polis and 

rather more briefly on Mount Kitanglad. 
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MAMMALS 
Northern Palawan Tree Squirrel  Sundasciurus juvencus: A few seen on Palawan. 
Mindanao Squirrel (M Tree S)  Sundasciurus mindanensis: A single showed well at PICOP. 
Golden-capped Acerodon (Golden-crowned Flying Fox)  Acerodon jubatus: Quite a few seen well in 

roadside trees at Subic, some of which showed the golden crown. An endangered 
endemic and reputedly the world’s largest bat by weight. 

Large Flying-Fox  Pteropus vampyrus: I am pretty sure these are the fruit bats that were flying off Rasa 
Island at dusk. 

Long-tailed Macaque (Crab-eating M)  Macaca fascicularis: Seen at Subic Bay and on Palawan and 
also heard at PICOP where they are no doubt elusive due to persecution. 

 






